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The existing conditions chapter looked at the current condition of the urbanized area and metropolitan planning area. In 
order to make positive changes for the future of the community, it is important to look at where we are and where we would 
like to be in 25 years. This chapter looks at land use and development patterns, as well as each mode of transportation 
discussed in the existing conditions report and describes ways in which element can change between 2009 and 2035. The 
changes recommended in this chapter resulted from a combination of information provided through the following sources:

•	 Findings from the existing conditions report.
•	 The overall LRTP 2035 Mission Statement calling for a safe, efficient, economical transportation system for all users.
•	 The goals and objectives formulated by CUUATS staff in conjunction with the LRTP Steering Committee and input 

from the public.
•	 Recommendations from various planning and transportation documents created between 2004-2009.
•	 Best practices in transportation planning and engineering.

7.1  Land Use and Development
The municipalities within the urbanized area have seen how the typical suburban style development patterns of the last 50 
years can create unsustainable ways for growing a community. It can be tempting to expand new development in fringe areas 
given the availability of greenfields and farmland in Central Illinois. The new development taking place along the fringe 

tends to be single family subdivisions with small multi-family and/or commercial 
components. While municipalities do collect taxes from these developments, 
their location on the fringe means services and roadway improvements need to 
be extended beyond current service areas, and oftentimes upgraded to increase 
capacity. In many cases, the costs associated with service and roadway upgrades 
are more than the tax revenues generated by the new development. Over time, 
this development pattern can lead to a backlog of needed improvements in areas 
of new growth.

Future Development in the Urbanized Area
A number of different factors are making suburban development more costly and 
unsustainable including, recent increases in the price of gasoline, younger and 
older generations looking to live in urban environments, and higher costs for 
service and transportation improvements. While it may be unrealistic to halt fringe 
development completely, there are alternative development patterns and policy 
decisions that could be used to develop land in a more efficient, economical and 
environmentally friendly way.

By the year 2035, the prospect of filling a vehicle with gasoline may not be a 
possibility for many area residents, either due to the cost or the availability of fuel. 
Daily trips to work, school or to the grocery store may require the use of other 
transportation modes besides a personal vehicle. Both Champaign and Urbana 
have already begun thinking about how future development should function with 
the possibility of reductions in personal vehicle travel and an increased reliance 
on walking, biking and transit. The idea of using strategically placed nodes of 
mixed-use higher density development has been proposed in the Champaign 
Transportation Master Plan, the Staley/Rising Corridor Study and the University 
Avenue Corridor Study. The nodal development pattern integrates housing, 
employment, commercial needs, and open space into existing and future urban 
and suburban development. Nodes can also provide daily service needs within 
walking and biking distance and can be located on transit lines. The higher 
density nodes reduce the need for large expanses of single family subdivisions by 
integrating higher population densities in mixed-use multi-family clusters. Figure 
7.1 shows the future land use map for the Staley/Rising Corridor Study. The 
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Figure 7.1 - Nodal Development Pattern
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orange circles, highlighted in the figure, are the four proposed nodal development sites which integrate single family, multi-
family, commercial, and mixed-use land uses. Each node is located at an intersection allowing for easy access by walking, 
biking, transit, or automobile.

The nodal development pattern’s advantages are not limited to fringe and greenfield development. It can also be used to 
target infill parcels and areas of redevelopment within the urbanized area. The Champaign Transportation Master Plan and 
the University Avenue Corridor Study both propose using nodes of higher density mixed-use development where infill parcels 
are available and in areas where redevelopment can bring new housing and employment options. Redevelopment nodes in 
the core of the community should focus on establishing a mix of housing and employment options and need to be accessible 
to all modes of transportation, not just personal vehicles. The nodes should also have wider sidewalks, bike facilities, 
transit stops, additional landscaping, buildings which front the street, and parking oriented to the side or rear of buildings. 
Nodes, whether in the urban or suburban setting, act as a hub of activity which spurs additional development to support the 
node. Keeping development patterns compact and accessible by multiple modes of transportation will slow existing land 
consumption trends and help grow the urbanized area at a pace transportation improvements can keep up with.

Compact development, as proposed through the nodal pattern, can help slow the expansion of suburban development 
as long as plans are in place and ordinances support the broader concepts. Even with a node concept in place, growth is 
still going to occur on the fringe and transportation improvements will still need to be implemented. As new development 
places additional stress on the existing transportation network, it is important that new development contribute to the costs 
associated with transportation improvements.

Sustainable Development and Green Infrastructure
With issues of global climate change, greenhouse gas emissions, and breaking away from fossil fuel dependence at the 
forefront of planning discussions, sustainable development is becoming more and more important. Compact development 
that is served by a multi-modal transportation network can provide options to residents who wish to travel using active 
modes of transportation or mass transit. Land use and transportation planning must go hand in hand when laying out future 
development in order to make it efficient and accessible. As alternative energy sources, like solar panels and wind turbines, 
become more affordable to the everyday home owner, ordinances should be put in place to allow for such structures on 
homes or individual parcels of land. Champaign County recently adopted a wind turbine ordinance to allow for certain 
portions of the county to be developed as large wind farms. Household solar panels and wind turbines can offset the 
electricity purchased from large utility companies, thereby reducing our dependence on fossil fuels. Leadership in Energy  
and Environmental Design (LEED) and LEED-Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND) are two additional tools that can be 
used by developers and municipalities to ensure sustainable and environmentally friendly developments are occurring in 
the urbanized area. Municipalities should encourage developers to achieve LEED standards where possible to help reduce 
negative environmental effects as a result of new construction. 

Figure 7.2 - Urban Nodal Development Pattern

http://api.ning.com http://www.heliotropics.com https://www.eere-pmc.energy.gov
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Water issues, particularly those involving groundwater recharge and water pollution, can also be mitigated through improved 
development practices. Reducing the amount of impervious surface on a development site can greatly improve the recharge 
rate of rainwater back into the aquifers. Using green roofs, stormwater detention facilities and pervious materials for the 
pavement of driveways and parking lots will all help infiltration rates. Compact development designs can help reduce the 
amount of impervious surface by clustering development and reserving more area for green space. New development 
should avoid building in floodplain and wetland areas so as to not disturb the natural drainage paths of surface water and 
associated natural habitats.

It is important that we take a proactive approach to development patterns and transportation improvements and plan for 
a future where the availability of land, natural resources and fossil fuels may be limited. If land use and transportation 
decisions are made with the realization that they go hand in hand, the result will be better planning and a more efficient 
transportation network.

7.2  Future Transportation Systems
In order to accommodate future population and employment growth in the urbanized area, the existing and future 
transportation network must become more efficient not only for automobiles but also for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, 
Amtrak riders, and air passengers. This section will discuss each transportation mode found in the urbanized area and how 
improvements can be implemented to make travel safer and more efficient.

Personal Vehicles
Personal vehicles make up the majority of travel on roadways in the urbanized area. As population and employment 
increase in the future, the need for a safe and efficient roadway network will become even more important. The fluctuations 
in supply and demand chains for fossil fuels have changed the driving patterns for many people in the urbanized area. When 
gas prices spiked in 2008, Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) dropped, not only in the urbanized area but in the United States as 
a whole, as people could no longer afford to drive as much as they did in years past. Drivers were making each trip in the 
car as efficient and economical as possible. As the urbanized area progresses toward 2035, it is likely that the price of fossil 
fuels will continue to increase as demand grows and supply shrinks. Planning for this inevitable reduction in fossil fuels is 
paramount, and making the transportation network as efficient as possible will help drivers save time and money.

In order for the roadway network to be safe and efficient, it first has to enable mobility through good connectivity. Roadway 
networks are comprised of sets of hierarchical roadway systems which all function differently, but when combined into a 
network create connectivity and enable greater mobility. Local roads, collectors, arterials, and interstates all serve different 
functions within the network and must be maintained as such to maximize efficiency. In order to get from Champaign to 
Urbana using the current roadway network, most traffic utilizes one of the east/west arterials which run through the core of 
each community where congestion and capacity are nearing their maximum. To make the arterial network, and subsequently 
the rest of the roadway network more efficient, additional arterial connections need to be constructed or improved upon. 
The planned connections and improvements to the arterial network will help establish stronger connectivity between the 
municipalities and reduce travel time within urbanized area. The proposed connections, seen in Figure 8.2 in the Vision 
Chapter, will reduce congestion currently seen along arterials in the core of the community and create a more stable traffic 
balance. The added connections and improvements will not only improve efficiency for automobiles, but will also provide 
more efficient routes for trucks, keeping them off local roads and collectors in the core of the community. The CUUATS 
travel demand model shows a reduction in congested and nearly congested lane miles between 2009 and 2035 with the 
implementation of the transportation vision for the urbanized area. Congested lane miles dropped 19% and nearly congested 
lane miles dropped by 41%. Increasing connectivity and travel efficiency, and reducing congestion, will ultimately lead to 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. Combining the vision for roadways with improvements to the bicycle, pedestrian and 
transit networks will create additional positive impacts on the environment in the urbanized area.

The fringe road system will also present opportunities for faster transit and bicycle connections for travelers who need to 
quickly get from one municipality to the other for work or service needs. Transit routes and riders, instead of having to go 
through campus and the downtowns, could utilize the fringe road system for faster travel between the fringe and major 
employment centers and commercial centers. The fringe road system will be designed as a Complete Street network and will 
be accessible to both bike and pedestrian travel as well. The fringe road system will not only improve mobility for personal 
vehicles, but can also be utilized by other modes of transportation to increase connectivity and mobility in the urbanized area.
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One way to make driving more efficient is to reduce and/or remove the factors that cause stop and go traffic. Intersection 
controls, whether stop controlled or signal controlled, can cause excessive delay if they are used improperly, not coordinated 
or not correctly timed. Signalized intersections in the urbanized area, particularly along corridors with large strings of 
consecutive signals, need to be coordinated during peak hours to create a continuous traffic flow. Many of the corridors in 
Champaign-Urbana are already coordinated, but lack coordination across jurisdictions. To make the signalized network in 
the urbanized area more efficient, a traffic signal coordination master plan should be developed to join the Champaign, 
Urbana, Savoy, IDOT, and U of I signals under one coordination system. Studies by FHWA have shown computerized signal 
coordination systems can reduce travel times by 10-20%1.

Another way to make driving safer and more efficient is to construct modern roundabouts at new or existing intersections 
where a signal may be warranted. The modern roundabout has been a proven solution in many locations around the 
United States as a way to reduce the number of crashes and the severity of injuries resulting from the crashes. Modern 
roundabouts reduce the speed of cars entering the intersection and also eliminate the chance of head-on crashes, which 
often result in the most severe injuries. Along with safety improvements, modern roundabouts are also more environmentally 
beneficial. During a red light phase at a signalized intersection, cars waiting at the light are idling during the entire length 
of the red phase, adding greenhouse gases to the atmosphere and wasting fuel by idling. The signals at the intersection 
also require electricity to function which uses energy and fossil fuels. Modern roundabouts utilize yield signs as cars enter, 
nearly eliminating the idling time for a vehicle. Most modern roundabouts do not require signals, thereby eliminating 
the electricity used by a signalized intersection. Modern roundabouts cannot be used at all intersections. There may be 
instances where high traffic volumes, high speeds or physical constraints limit the implementation of a modern roundabout. 
Retrofitting current intersections with modern roundabouts can also require additional right-of-way acquisition which may 
be cost prohibitive. An intersection study should be completed to determine if the modern roundabout will be the safest and 
most efficient intersection control device. Figures 7.3 and 7.4 show before and after renderings of the Staley Road/Bradley 
Avenue intersection with the installation of a modern roundabout in place of a four-way stop.

A third way to reduce travel time along urbanized area roadways is to comply with access management guidelines along 
high capacity travel routes. Poor access management practices along major arterials can not only result in slower travel 
times, but can have a significant effect on the safety of drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists. Ingress and egress points to 
parking lots and developments are all potential conflict points for turning vehicles. They are also conflict points for bicyclists 
sharing the road, on bike lanes or off-street paths, as well as pedestrians on the sidewalk. In 2001, CUUATS created a set 
of access management guidelines which were adopted by all member agencies within the urbanized area and should be 
followed closely when approving new development to ensure safe access. However, these guidelines were not adopted until 
2001 and most arterial corridors were constructed prior to the adoption. There are corridors throughout the urbanized area 
that have poor access management and it can be difficult to convince property and business owners that certain access 
points should be closed to create better traffic flow and safer conditions for roadway users. Access management needs 

Figure 7.3 - Existing Staley Road/Bradley Avenue Intersection Figure 7.4 - Proposed Staley Road/Bradley Avenue Roundabout

1 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tfhrc/safety/pubs/its/planning/toolbox.pdf
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to be part of roadway improvement projects, streetscape enhancement projects and the redevelopment of parcels in existing 
corridors to better manage the relocation or closure of access points.

Not all congestion mitigation solutions result in direct improvements for vehicles. Another way to reduce VMT, travel time and 
congestion is to remove vehicles from the roadway by adding facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit riders. Increasing 
the mode share for other modes of transportation will result in reduced congestion, fuel consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Active modes of transportation, such as walking and biking, also provide health benefits. One way to increase the 
number of facilities for walking, biking and transit is to construct Complete Streets. As discussed in the Existing Conditions 
chapter, Complete Streets policies have been adopted by both IDOT and the City of Champaign, which call for the consideration 
of a Complete Streets design for all new roadway construction projects. The City of Urbana has a council goal which also 
supports Complete Streets. If a complete network of sidewalks, bike facilities and transit routes are established along with an 
efficient roadway network, congestion can be minimized.

Figure 7.5 - Existing Staley Road Looking South to I-72 Figure 7.6 - Proposed Staley Road Complete Street Improvement

Another method of removing cars from the transportation network is to continue the car sharing program currently established 
in the urbanized area. Zipcar has locations in downtown Champaign, downtown Urbana, on the University of Illinois 
campus, and at the U of I Research Park. The program needs to continue to provide students and urbanized area residents 
with an option for travel that reduces the need to own a personal vehicle. This becomes particularly important when the 
program is expanded on campus, allowing students to use Zipcars instead of bringing their own vehicles. In the future, the 
program should look at expanding to new locations on campus and near major employers to give employees a travel option 
other than using their personal vehicle for meetings or running errands during the lunch hour. Park and ride facilities can 
be another method used to reduce the number of vehicles on the roadway. The establishment of park and ride facilities, 
particularly in fringe areas, will help capture trips from commuters coming from outside the urbanized area for employment 
as well as urbanized area residents living on the fringe of the community.

The automobile is the most popular form of transportation in the urbanized area, but that does not mean there are not 
ways we can improve on the current transportation network. Congestion can be reduced using techniques that do not rely 
on capacity increases and the construction of new roadways. The methods previously described are smaller, less expensive 
means by which improvements can be made to the existing transportation system to decrease congestion and travel time 
and at the same time make the roadway network safer for all users.

Bicycles and Pedestrians
Biking and walking have become a more viable option for travel in the urbanized area since the last LRTP update in 2004, 
and will continue to be so through 2035. As gas prices rise and eco-friendly transportation options become more important, 
the demand for facilities accommodating active modes of transportation will rise. Champaign and Urbana already have 
bike plans in place and will continue to implement the recommendations in each of their respective plans. CCRPC, using 
the Greenways & Trails Plan for Champaign County, will continue to track the construction of bike and pedestrian facilities 
throughout the County and will work with municipalities and agencies in the County to locate new facilities and implement 
the recommendations in that plan.
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As biking for purposes other than recreation becomes more popular, the need for a well-connected and efficient network of 
bike lanes, bike routes, sidepaths, and shared-use paths will become greater. Agencies must maximize the opportunities to 
connect new bike facilities to the existing network in a way that makes traveling by bike safe and efficient. When roadway 
projects are proposed, agencies should consider whether the addition of bike facilities is possible to avoid the extra cost of 
constructing bike facilities after the roadway improvement is completed.

Two other issues may arise as biking becomes a more popular mode of travel. The first is the increased need for proper bike 
parking facilities. All three bicycle documents describe the recommended types of bicycle parking to be used. Champaign 
and Urbana also have bicycle parking ordinances which mandate that certain types of development provide bicycle parking 
in conjunction with automobile parking. As commuting by bicycle becomes more popular, businesses should consider 
having locker rooms and/or bike lockers for employees.

The second issue deals with safety and education for both bicyclists and automobile drivers. Many bicyclists and drivers are 
not aware of the rules of the road and how to properly share the road. As more bike riders use the roadway alongside cars, 
the safety of both parties becomes a concern. Educational programs on local government television and in high school 
driver’s education classes regarding sharing the road need to be put in place, as well as bike training classes provided by 
the League of Illinois Bicyclists. Safety programs, like the “Light the Night” program on campus, should be continued to 
provide bikers with front and back lights for riding in the early morning and evening hours. The Cities of Champaign and 
Urbana are also seeking “Bike Friendly Community” statuses to show their commitment toward constructing new bicycle 
facilities and making biking a more viable mode of transportation.

Many cities in North America and Europe are using bike sharing programs to promote bicycling for local trips in order 
to reduce congestion and vehicle trips on the roadway network. Bike sharing programs in the United States, such as 
SmartBike DC in Washington D.C., are experiencing great success and high registration numbers. Bike sharing programs 
eliminate the need for residents to own their own bicycle and also eliminate the maintenance expenses. In the future, a bike 
sharing program should be explored in the urbanized area, particularly on the University of Illinois campus and in the two 
downtowns. These three locations are areas where additional vehicular traffic could be replaced by bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic.

Along with biking, walking for purposes other than recreation continues to be a popular active mode of transportation 
in the urbanized area. For the most part, sidewalks are readily accessible in places where development already exists. 
Both Champaign and Urbana have ordinances in place requiring sidewalks on both sides of the street for residential and 
commercial development, and on at least one side of the street for industrial development. Sidewalks need to be installed in 

Figure 7.7 - Bicycle Facilities
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areas where piecemeal development has created gaps in sidewalk connectivity to create a continuous network of sidewalks. 
Safe crossings also need to be put in place and updated as standards change, particularly in the two downtowns and on 
campus where pedestrian traffic is highest. Within the University District, crosswalk and bicycle crossings should be marked 
according to the University District Crosswalk Markings and Signage book developed by CUUATS. It is recommended that 
this document be updated every five years or as new standards are created which affect the markings of crosswalks.

Crossings at signalized intersections are also critical to the safety of both 
pedestrians and vehicular traffic. Countdown and pedestrian crossing heads 
should be placed at all signalized intersections where crosswalks are present. 
Areas that have high pedestrian crossings should consider installing Accessible 
Pedestrians Signals, which provide audible cues for blind or handicapped 
pedestrians. In areas where standard crossing techniques do not provide 
appropriate levels of safety for pedestrians, the High-intensity Activated 
crossWalK (HAWK) signal may be an option. While this signal is still in the 
testing stages and has not been approved by FHWA, it may be available for 
future use in the urbanized area. The HAWK signal forces drivers to stop to allow 
for the safe crossing of pedestrians. The signal remains dark until activated by a 
pedestrian, then drivers are given a yellow caution light, followed by a red stop 
light, and pedestrians are provided with a pedestrian countdown signal which 
gives the amount of safe crossing time remaining. The City of Champaign will 
be installing a HAWK signal along Bradley Avenue near the Kraft Plant.

One additional measure that can be implemented to ensure safer conditions for pedestrians is the placement of pedestrian 
level lighting along sidewalks and around bus stops. Pedestrians are walking during evening and night hours, and transit 
service on many routes continues after the daylight hours. In many parts of the urbanized area, pedestrian level lighting is 
absent and can give the impression of unsafe conditions. Lighting should be added in areas where pedestrian traffic is high 
and where bus stops or shelters are present.

Finally, within Champaign and Urbana, the identified Safe Routes to School should be improved upon to ensure safe 
sidewalks and street crossings for students who walk or bike to school. Through the Safe Routes to School program, safe 
walking routes have been established and problem areas have been identified with recommendations for improvement. 
Along with improving the routes, programs like Walk and Bike to School Day should continue as well.

Local Public Transit 
CU-MTD is the main provider of transit service in the urbanized area, and their ridership and service area continues to grow 
each year. CU-MTD provides a critical transportation service not only to students, faculty and staff on the U of I campus, 
but those who utilize transit service for commuting to work or for daily service needs. As the population in the urbanized 
area grows, expanding transit service to new growth areas will be extremely important. The CU-MTD service area needs to 
be coterminous with the urbanized area boundary in order to ensure equal service for all residents in the urbanized area. 
As gas prices rise, residents who no longer wish to use personal vehicles for travel will be looking for another mode of 
transportation which can transport them to work and other daily service needs. Transit service will fulfill this role and play an 
integral part in the future transportation network for the urbanized area.

While CU-MTD is interested in expanding transit service to meet the needs of the urbanized area, the organization is also 
trying to change the relationship between transit service and new development. CU-MTD is working with local agencies to 
develop a plan which ties Mobility Enhanced Development (MED) areas to bus rapid transit corridors, thereby increasing 
the frequency of service and making transit a more competitive choice with driving personal vehicles. The MED areas will 
be developed as higher density mixed-use clusters which support higher frequency transit service. MEDs located on the 
fringe of the urbanized area may use park and ride facilities and express bus service to link them to bus rapid transit lines, 
because densities in fringe areas may not be high enough to support rapid transit. CU-MTD’s focus for the future will also 
be on improving mobility in the core of the urbanized area through street upgrades, bus stop enhancements, signal priority 
on roadways for transit buses, and making improvements to the high capacity network.

Figure 7.8 - HAWK Signal in Tuscon, AZ

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org
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CU-MTD is also interested in increasing the mode share for active modes of transportation in the urbanized area. Creating 
a seamless network of transit, bicycle and pedestrian facilities will reduce the number of vehicle trips as well as reduce the 
amount of greenhouse gases being released. A seamless network for active modes will also benefit those residents who 
cannot afford the expenses associated with owning and maintaining a personal vehicle. Developing affordable and efficient 
options for transportation creates a system that can be both socially and economically equitable. A well-connected active 
transportation network will also provide health benefits for users by getting them out of their cars to start biking or walking.

Much of the discussion surrounding the future of the transportation 
network in the urbanized area revolves around sustainability 
and environmental consciousness. CU-MTD is already making 
contributions to this effort by phasing hybrid buses into their fleet. 
CU-MTD has plans to continue replacing the older, less efficient buses 
with the new hybrid buses. The district is also planning on making 
the administration building more energy efficient by applying a white 
roof concept and installing a geothermal heating and cooling system. 
As the transportation system evolves, CU-MTD should continue to 
look at new green technology to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and increase fuel economy. Greenhouse gas emissions can also be 
reduced by improving upon the current transit, bicycle and pedestrian 
network, increasing connectivity between the three modes and 
reducing the reliance on personal vehicles.

Finally, CU-MTD should continue to work on increasing public access to transportation information for active transportation 
modes using the latest technologies and information sharing methods. Increasing the use of the internet, text messaging 
services, information kiosks at bus stops, and real time bus location information will help CU-MTD disseminate accurate 
real-time information to more people throughout the urbanized area.

CUUATS has developed a Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP) for the 
urbanized area which brings together all the different transit providers for the 
purpose of better coordination of services to avoid a duplication of efforts. 
According to the HSTP, the population of the urbanized area is expected to 
increase by about 8.5% by 2025 leading to an increased demand for 
transportation services, especially for the aging population. The HSTP lists a 
number of goals and objectives for increasing transit services for low-income, 
elderly, and disabled residents. Most of the recommendations focus on stronger 
coordination efforts between transit agencies providing service in the urbanized 
area. In the future, the urbanized area will have one source for transit information, 
easily understood route maps, and combined driver training sessions for non-
routine service available for all transit users and transit providers. These changes 
to the current system will make transit service easier and more understandable 
for both users and providers.

Intercity Bus System 
The current intercity bus system is comprehensive and covers many regional and nationwide destinations for those using 
Illinois Terminal and designated campus pick-up locations. The future of ridership for intercity buses will grow as gas 
becomes more expensive and trips using transit become a more affordable option. Intercity bus travel providers to and 
from the urbanized area should expand destinations and frequencies in the future to make business and leisure travel more 
accommodating.

Commercial Trucks
The commercial trucking industry provides a crucial service to almost all businesses and industries requiring the delivery of 
goods. As the urbanized area grows, not only in population but in land area, the amount of goods shipped throughout the 

Figure 7.9 - CU-MTD Hybrid Bus

Photo Courtesy of CU-MTD

Figure 7.10 - Illinois Terminal

http://www.danobrien.info/images/200511-cu/38.jpg
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community will inevitably rise. Currently, the urbanized area does not have designated truck routes or a truck route plan. As 
the number and frequency of truck deliveries increases, the need for a future truck plan will increase. Without a truck route 
plan, additional truck traffic could cause congestion along the roadway network and at signalized intersections.

Rail
There are two types of rail traffic utilizing the tracks running through the urbanized area: 
Passenger Rail and Freight Rail. The future of passenger rail is looking bright. The Midwest 
High Speed Rail Association released a press release in June 2009 calling for the Illinois State 
Senate to fund a feasibility study to bring a 220 mph high speed electric train line through 
Champaign connecting Chicago to St. Louis. A high speed connection between Champaign 
and Chicago/St. Louis would greatly decrease the commuting time between the cities and 
would help grow the local and regional economies of downstate Illinois. Aside from high 
speed rail, Amtrak has seen recent increases in ridership and frequency of train lines using 
Illinois Terminal, and should continue this trend into the future. To improve ridership for all 
modes utilizing Illinois Terminal, a marketing program should be created to link Amtrak, 
CU-MTD and the various intercity bus companies so users can quickly and easily obtain schedules and routing information.

Freight rail, the counterpart to the commercial truck delivery system, will continue to be a viable and economical way of 
transporting goods in and out of the urbanized area, as well as around the country, in the future. As gasoline prices continue 
to rise, the economic viability of transporting goods using commercial trucks may diminish and be replaced by freight rail. 
Investment in the rail system, not only for passenger rail, but also for freight, is imperative if goods are going to be shipped 
from their creation point to a final destination.

One aspect of rail corridors that needs to be utilized more in the future are Rails-to-Trails, which is the placement of multi-
use paths alongside active or abandoned rail lines. Rail corridors provide excellent opportunities for recreational trails that 
can be accessed by pedestrians, bicyclists, in-line skaters, etc. away from roadways. The Urbana to Danville Rails-to-Trails 
project, linking east Urbana to the Vermilion County Fairgrounds, is a 23 mile recreational trail that is currently being 
pursued by a group of regional stakeholders. The future development of this trail will provide recreational opportunities as 
well as a tourism destination for those wishing to walk or bike between Champaign and Vermilion Counties.

Air Travel
Having a commercial airport within the urbanized area provides a distinct economic advantage in securing companies 
looking to relocate corporate offices or establish new ones. Willard Airport also provides air travel options for vacationers, 
students, visiting faculty and speakers at the University, and general travel accommodations for local residents. Unfortunately, 
Willard Airport has been losing passengers and commercial carriers over the last five years. This trend needs to be reversed 
to keep the airport a viable travel option for the region. In the near future, a marketing plan needs to be created in order 
to help draw in air travelers and also carriers willing to serve additional destinations. There also should be a committee 
created, in conjunction with the Champaign County Economic Development Corporation, to look at appropriate forms of 
airport governance. Willard Airport is an asset to the urbanized area and needs to remain a commercial airline option for 
air travelers in the future.

Conclusion
Land use patterns and demands on the transportation network are likely to change as the urbanized area progresses into 
the future. How the urbanized area responds to the changes is important, so as to leave as little footprint as possible for 
future generations. The ideas and practices listed in this chapter will help guide future growth and create changes that are 
sustainable and economical.

Figure 7.11 - Passenger Rail

www.lightrailnow.org




