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The Champaign County Continuum of Care, a consortium of agencies and governmental units committed to 

ending homelessness in Champaign County, with the assistance of community volunteers, conducted a survey of 

the area’s homeless population on January 28th, 2016.  The Point in Time Count is required by the US 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as it gives a snapshot of the state of homelessness in the 

country. The data from this count is used by Congress to disseminate funds associated with homelessness. The 

count included people both sheltered (i.e. residing in temporary housing for the homeless) and unsheltered 

(living in places unfit for human habitation, such as cars or on the street).  

 

According to the survey on January 28, 2016, 188 persons (including 30 children) in 146 households were 

homeless in Champaign County.  170 were sheltered while 18 where unsheltered. Of those surveyed, at least 5 

individuals were classified as chronically homeless (i.e., homeless for over one year or 4+ times in 3 years and 

having a disabling condition); at least 23 persons were identified as having severe mental illness, 28 with 

substance abuse disorder, 2 with HIV/AIDS; 31 persons were identified as victims of domestic violence; and 18 

single men were identified as veterans.  

 

There were 25 households comprised of youth (persons under age 25), totaling 30 persons who were homeless 

youth.   Out of the 25 youth households, 22 were unaccompanied homeless youth and 3 were households with a 

parent under age 25 with children.  Of the 22 unaccompanied youth, 2 (9%) were under age 18, and 20 (91%) 

were between the ages of 18 and 24. 

  

The homelessness point-in-time survey is completed annually so that local homeless providers can measure the 
effectiveness of existing services and identify additional approaches that are needed to address local needs for 
shelter and housing options.  The previous count in January 2015 identified 163 homeless persons in Champaign 
County, and we see an increase by 25 this year.  The number of persons identified with substance abuse 
disorder increased significantly from last year’s total of 6 to 28 this year, and the number of unsheltered persons 
increased from 10 to 18. 10 of the unsheltered were surveyed. Below is a table showing reported conditions 
from the 10 individuals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. Medical and Psychological Conditions Reported from street surveys 

 

Conditions Percentages 

Use of Illegal Drugs and Alcohol 40% 

Health or Medical Conditions 60% 
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PTSD 30% 

Psychiatric or Emotional Conditions 70% 

Physical Disability 30% 

Traumatic Head Injury 30% 

HIV/AIDS 0% 

 

It is important to note that the count is held during the week selected for the national count by HUD and may be 
affected by weather or other factors such as having a temporary place to stay on that night. 

 

This year’s count used data from both electronically-collected information in the Continuum’s Homeless 

Management Information System (HMIS) for all persons sheltered at local agencies, and from a “street count” 

which collected information manually for unsheltered persons.  Street count sites included the Salvation Army’s 

Canteen Run, soup kitchens, and warming centers. The table below list the places that that were checked for 

homeless individuals on the streets. 

 

Table 2. Locations where individuals were found 

Locations Searched Locations Found 

-Campus/quad/bar area 

-Springfield and Neil/near railroad tracks 

-Downtown Champaign/Illinois terminal 

-Canteen run 

-Around Champaign Library 

-Crystal lake/Fairgrounds/Scott park 

-South Urbana/Philo Rd/Walmart 

-Downtown Urbana/Lincoln Square 

-Savoy/Walmart 

-Community Services Center of Northern Champaign 

County (CSCNCC) (Rantoul) 

-Green street on campus, Subway 

-Green and 6th 

-Bridge over Springfield and Neil/Under overpass 

-Champaign Police 82 E University 

-Illinois terminal 

-Community Services Center of Northern Champaign 

County (CSCNCC) (Rantoul) 

 

Details gathered about household characteristics and causes of homelessness aid local efforts to plan targeted 

housing solutions through the Continuum’s strategic plan to end homelessness.  For example, in recent years 

Continuum of Care agencies have tailored development of the United Way’s pilot Emergency Shelter for Families, 

expanded local tenant-based rent assistance programs, and reallocated funds for rapid re-housing efforts in 

response to identified gaps in services to move households into more stable housing situations. It is encouraging 

to note that the numbers of the homeless over the years has been reducing and it speaks to what the various 

agencies in the county are accomplishing.  

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3. Homeless Count, Champaign County. January 2006-2016 

 2006 2007 2009 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Actual 

Temp(F) 

45 29 48 25 37 17 4 37 38 
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Households Persons

Average 

Temp.(F) 

35 25 22 26 26 25 26 26 26 

Number of 

homeless 

persons 

308 429 594 549 183 214 222 163 188 

Number of 

households 

_ _ 345 389 137 171 176 136 146 

 

Figure 1. Homeless trend from 2009 to 2016 

 

 

As the graph shows, the homeless trend has been steady over the last four years.  The sharp drop between 2011 

and 2012 was due to the change in the definition of homeless by the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, which excluded a large number of people from being counted. One has to be literally homeless to 

be counted as such, therefore anyone who was doubling or living with friends or relatives would not be 

considered homeless.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.Trend in Homeless Subpopulations 2012 to 2016 

 



 

 

 

The 2016 count shows the Continuum’s goal is to work toward ending homelessness through prevention, speedy 

intervention, and affordable housing initiatives. A new emergency homeless shelter for families will be opening 

up soon. Champaign has a wide range of agencies committed to reducing homelessness or the risks of it and so 

it is wonderful to have most of them involved the Continuum of Care. If you have any further questions, please 
feel free to contact the Champaign County Continuum of Care Chair. 

  

 

 


