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CATS TAC Short Term Recommendations  
These recommendations would be implemented immediately and most of them would not require 
substantial engineering design; rather, only interim changes would be necessary to accomplish them 
(i.e. placement of planters, barricades, etc).   
 
Bus Issues 

1. Consolidation of bus stops 
a. Gregory St. (In front of the Library) - MTD is looking to change this to a farside stop for 

westbound buses rather than a nearside stop. 
b. Green St. (In front of the Illini  Union) - Consolidating the eastbound stop in front of the Illini 

Union and the stop at Mathews and Green Street as one stop in front of the Illini Union1. 
2. Route choices to reduce turning movements 
a. Illini - Reroute the Illini that currently is westbound Wright to Chalmers to 6th to Armory to 4th 

and reroute the buses to Wright to Chalmers to 4th. This would reduce 6 turns an hour at 
6th/Chalmers and 6 turns an hour at 6th and Armory. 

b. Loop route - Reroute the Loop that currently runs westbound from Green to Fourth to Armory 
to Wright to Green to operate on Green east and west only. This would take two trips per 
hour in both directions from that area and would reduce three trips an hour from Green Street 
on to Fourth Street, three trips an hour at 4th and Armory, Armory and Wright as well as three 
trips an hour along Wright Street northbound. In the opposite direction, it would take 3 trips 
off of Wright Street southbound, eliminate 3 turns at Wright and Chalmers, 6th to Chalmers, 
6th and Armory and also 3 trips at Armory and 4th. Next year MTD would look at changing the 
frequency on the Green line to 15 minute frequencies and eliminating the loop from that 
area, which would reduce bus frequency from 5 to 4 an hour. 

3. Audible Caution on buses: MTD is evaluating the possibility of having audible signals from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. to be activated by operators when pedestrians are present. 

4. MTD Personnel Training: MTD would evaluate the training program and review the training 
related to turning movements and pedestrian/driver interactions.   

5. Strobe lights on buses for turning: Installation would initially be done on all articulated buses 
and then would be installed on all other buses. 

6. Install pedestrian signs at intersections: The City of Champaign and the University would install 
“LOOK” signs at intersections based on MTD recommendations. 

7. Apply for Grant to do a demonstration project to install bus activated “Don’t Walk” signs. 
 
Intersection Issues 

1. Crosswalk striping/restriping: Making sure there are well-painted crosswalks throughout the 
university district. 

2. Pedestrian Signs: Look signs (already ordered) to be installed at other critical intersections 
where safety issues exist. 

3. Design intersections for better bus turning maneuvers: the cities and the University are 
committed to designing any future intersection for better bus turning movements.  
Implementation of this item would be long term. 

4. Temporarily convert to one lane southbound through the south leg of the intersection and 
begin design work to make permanent changes at Sixth and Chalmers. 

 

                                                 
1 This change will require more than just moving the shelter and stop, it would eventually require an 
engineering study to consider the placement of the crosswalk and other issues. 
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5. No Turn On Red at all signalized intersections in the University District with periodic 
enforcement of the laws, including Lincoln Avenue and Illinois Street and Kirby Avenue at Oak 
Street and First Street. Also, consideration of no Turn on Red along Springfield Avenue at First 
Street, Fourth Street and Sixth Street (if IDOT agrees). 

6. Install countdown signals for pedestrians at other signalized intersections in the university 
district (consider installing these signals when upgrading or redesigning intersections). 

7. Upgrading Signals at Springfield/Goodwin, Sixth/Gregory, Sixth/Armory, Fourth/Peabody, 
and Fourth/Gregory. 

8. Implement temporary measures to improve the Fourth and Chalmers intersection considering 
that the Illini route is being rerouted to turn at that intersection. 

9. Study the Green Street corridor between Mathews and Wright Street and come up with a 
detailed improvement plan that all agencies could agree to. 

10. Identify intersections needing immediate attention for improvements to apply for 
demonstration project grants. 

11. Identify and prioritize all intersections that need upgraded lighting and define guidelines to use 
for all intersections to improve roadway lighting at intersections. If there is an intersection that 
needs immediate attention, the intersection should be included in a short-term implementation 
plan for lighting. 

 
Miscellaneous Issues 

1. Develop a Safety Awareness Education Program for students, faculty, and staff. 
2. Continued enforcement of pedestrian and motorists at crosswalks. 
3. New Student Orientation - send training and information via mass e-mail messages to all 

university students; provide orientation packages for transfer students and graduate students, 
and contact international students through the international office. 

4. Safety Contest involving the local newspaper or other means as well as several departments in 
the University. 

5. Hold several focus group meetings before the end of the semester- seven different groups 
have been identified including pedestrians, drivers, bus drivers, bicyclists, people with 
disabilities, law enforcement and business owners. 

6. Change speed limit in the University District to 20 MPH contingent upon cities approval. 
7. Change UIUC entrance signs to warn motorists of pedestrian priority area. 
8. Install permanent speed signs at key locations in the University district and continue to use 

portable speed trailers at other locations around the university district. 
9. Possibility of closing Virginia Street at Pennsylvania Avenue to improve safety at that 

intersection. 
10. Prepare an Intergovernmental Agreement with all agencies participating in CATS and expand 

CATS group to include law enforcement members and student representatives to: 
i. Study and provide specific recommendations for improvements for selected 

intersections on campus. 
ii. Develop a bike plan for campus. 
iii. Create a more specific implementation plan for recommended improvements for 

the University District from the CATS report. 
iv. Develop and implement an educational and marketing program for safety 

awareness in the University District. 
v. Study the pedestrian crossings along Lincoln Avenue where there is approved 

University housing, fraternities and sororities. 
vi. Study bus routes (frequency and paths). 
vii. Study parking philosophy on campus.   


