
 
Planning Department • 102 N Neil St • Champaign IL 61820 • (217) 403-8800 • fax (217) 403-8810 • www.ci.champaign.il.us 
 
 
November 4, 2005 
 
 
Chancellor Richard Herman 
317 Swandlund Administration Building 
601 E. John Street 
Champaign, IL 61820 
 
Mayor Jerry Schweighart 
102 N. Neil Street 
Champaign, IL 61820 
 
Mayor Laurel Prussing 
400 S. Vine Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 
 
Dear Chancellor Herman, Mayor Schweighart and Mayor Prussing: 
 
At the request of the Chancellor, the Campus Area Transportation Study Technical 
Advisory Committee (CATS TAC) reconvened in emergency sessions to address a 
renewed concern about pedestrian safety following the tragic death of Sarah Channick 
after being hit by an MTD bus.  The Committee was expanded for this purpose to include 
students, law enforcement officers and Professor Rahim Benekohal who is undertaking an 
intersection study for the university at this time.  Our commitment was to have 
recommendations for immediate actions ready in four weeks.  To that end, the Committee 
voted unanimously to forward the attached recommendations at its meeting Tuesday 
November 1. 
 
In making these recommendations, we wish to emphasize that it is still our belief that the 
biggest impact on pedestrian safety will result from continuing to pursue the 
implementation of the recommendations from CATS Phase II.  However, the short-term 
recommendations contained herein are items we believe can be implemented quickly, as 
most do not require substantial engineering design.  We do recognize that since these 
actions are being considered outside of normal budget cycles, implementation will require 
reallocating funds and shifting priorities.  With that in mind, it is our request that these 
recommendations be implemented as soon as possible.  We will be meeting again in 
January, and at that time will request a progress report from all three agencies. 
 
In addition to these short-term recommendations, the CATS TAC has discussed a number 
of longer-term actions that it believes should be pursued to further the improvement of the 
transportation system in the University District in general, and pedestrian safety 
specifically.  These are projects that require further study, engineering analysis, public 
input, planning and time to implement.  Because of this, and the importance of continuing 
to implement the original recommendations, we strongly recommend that our three 



agencies continue to work together cooperatively under the terms of a new 
intergovernmental agreement.  This recommendation, along with a list of actions it should 
address, is listed as number 10 under the miscellaneous issues on the attachment.   
 
Finally, as you are all aware, the Champaign City Council has voted unanimously not to 
reduce the speed limit in the area to 20 mph.  In doing so, Council members expressed the 
belief that this recommendation did little to improve pedestrian safety and was therefore 
not warranted.  They also generally indicated support for the other recommendations 
being made which they believed had a greater positive impact on pedestrian safety.  
During discussions at the CATS meetings, it was noted repeatedly that speed did not play 
a role in any of the recent accidents.  Rather, this was seen as a way to send a message to 
drivers in the University District that they are in a unique area.  I believe that the members 
of the Committee would agree that our other recommendations are more important in the 
long run to promoting pedestrian safety and would suggest that a patchwork of speed 
limits will not move us towards our goals.   I would therefore propose that we set aside the 
issue of the reduced speed limit for now and focus on completing the other recommended 
actions.  If I can answer any questions, or provide more background on the basis of our 
recommendations, please let me know. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bruce A. Knight FAICP 
Chair of the CATS Technical Committee 
Planning Director 
City of Champaign 
 


