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MINUTES – APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED
Campus Area Transportation Study (CATS) – Phase III  
Technical Advisory Committee  
_____________________________________________________________________  
DATE:  Tuesday, December 11, 2012  
TIME:   1:30 pm  
PLACE:  Brookens Administrative Center  
  John Dimit Meeting Room  
  1776 E. Washington Street  
  Urbana, Illinois  
 
Voting Members Present Absent 

Champaign Chris Sokolowski (proxy) Bruce Knight 
CU-MTD Bill Volk  
UIUC Morgan Johnston  
Urbana Bill Gray (Chair)  
  
  
Others Present:  Robert Myers (Urbana), Brian Nightlinger (Urbana Fire Rescue), Cynthia Hoyle  

(CU-MTD), Lt. Jim Clark (Champaign Police Dept.), Lt. Bob Fitzgerald (Urbana  
Police Dept.), Jennifer Selby, Gary Cziko  

  
Audio Conference:   Amy Welk (IDOT)  
CCRPC Staff:   Rita Black, Sharif Ullah, Gabe Lewis, Udit Molakatalla, Kruti Barot  
Recording Secretary:  Jeremy Borrego  
  

MINUTES  
  

I. Call to Order  
Mr. Gray called the meeting to order at 1:31 pm.  
  

II. Roll Call  
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present.  
  

III. Audience Participation  
Gary Cziko of Urbana  
Mr. Cziko spoke of the difficulty of finding information about the meeting on the CATS website.  Mr.  
Cziko requested the meeting information be more accessible on the website.    
  
Ms. Black asked if he received the email she sent to him about the meeting, as he is on the mailing list.   
Ms. Hoyle suggested adding Mr. Cziko to the email list if he is not already on the list.  
  
Mr. Cziko continued that the minutes from the last meeting were incorrect because he referred to  
Illinois bicyclists as “operators” and not “devices” regarding bicyclists’ rights on the road.  He  
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mentioned his Cycling Savvy course available to people to teach them about the laws, rights,  
responsibilities, and lawful operations of bicycles on the road. Mr. Cziko then mentioned the  
roundabout being considered at Green Street and Goodwin Avenue in Urbana.   The traffic model  
evenly distributes pedestrians throughout the hour, but this may be incorrect.  Mr. Cziko suggested  
that most pedestrians are there at five minutes before and after the hour; there are no pedestrians  
during class time and on the weekend.   
  
Other  
Mr. Gray recognized Jennifer Selby of Iowa.  
  

IV. Approval of Agenda  
Ms. Johnston moved to approve the agenda as distributed.  Mr. Volk seconded.  Upon vote, the  
motion carried unanimously.  
  

V. Approval of Minutes  
A. September 25, 2012 Regular Meeting  
  
Ms. Johnston moved to approve the minutes of the September 25, 2012 meeting with Mr. Cziko’s  
changes. Mr. Volk seconded.  The minutes were unanimously approved with edits.  
  

VI. New Business  
A. Update on the University District Traffic Circulation Study (UDTCS) – Sharif Ullah  
Mr. Ullah said the alternative scenarios have been analyzed by CCRPC staff since November 20, 2012.   
He explained further that the selection of alternatives is based on three criteria:  UDTCS objectives,  
findings from the Existing Conditions Report, and input from member agencies.  Member agencies  
have provided input at small working group meetings in September, October, and November.  Each  
zone within the CATS III study area has different priorities in terms of transportation modes.  Zone 1  
priorities are pedestrians, bicycles and transit; Zone 2 priorities are intermodal transportation; and  
Zone 3 priorities are automobiles and transit.  A list of alternatives in an Excel spreadsheet was  
presented by Mr. Ullah with ranking criteria.  
  
Ms. Johnston asked if the public would see the spreadsheet.  Mr. Ullah stated that the public will be  
shown renderings and the pros/cons listed in the spreadsheet.  CCRPC staff will send agencies the  
Excel spreadsheet for editing and present draft boards to the Steering Committee before they are used  
for public input.  Ms. Johnston is concerned about showing recommendations from the Campus Bike  
Plan that the University is not responsible for implementing.  
  
Ms. Hoyle stated that the zone explanation is confusing and that the committee should not ignore  
pedestrian and bike safety in Zone 3.  The committee can prioritize vehicle and bus movement, but  
ensure safety for all modes there.  Mr. Ullah stated that the zone definitions are from CATS I and that  
there are provisions for pedestrian access in car-heavy areas.  
  
Mr. Volk stated that buses should be added to Zone 1 priorities.  Mr. Ullah stated that a bus will be  
added to the Zone 1 graphic.  Mr. Ullah then presented the alternative scenarios map with edits from  
the meeting on November 20, 2012. 
  
Ms. Johnston stated that a four to three lane road diet should be added on Oak Street from Kirby 
Avenue to St. Mary’s Road.  She continued that another road diet should be added on Fourth Street  
from Kirby Avenue to St. Mary’s Road.  
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Mr. Ullah presented the recommended short- and medium-term alternatives.  Mr. Ullah showed a  
graphic about the existing and proposed No Turn on Red (NTOR) signs on campus.  Ms. Johnston  
inquired if Sixth/John still has a NTOR sign with a “When Bicycles and Pedestrians Are Present” sign as  
well.  Mr. Sokolowski stated that signs keep disappearing, but there should be one there at this point.   
Mr. Sokolowski then asked if the proposed signs were supposed to have a time restriction.  Mr. Ullah  
answered that there would be a 7am – 7pm restriction.  Mr. Ullah then presented the maps of zone  
boundary changes.  
  
Ms. Johnston recommended making the maps to the same scale to more easily make a comparison  
between them.  She also asked if the NTOR signs would be retained at the Kirby Avenue intersections.   
Mr. Ullah responded that they would be added at First/Kirby and retained at Oak/Kirby are currently  
present.  Mr. Ullah discussed the NTOR exceptions based on agency comments.  
  
Mr. Volk questioned whether a NTOR would be considered for vehicles turning from eastbound Illinois  
Street to southbound Lincoln Avenue. He then asked if there were crashes at this intersection.  Mr.  
Ullah stated he would check on the accidents at Illinois/Lincoln.  
  
Ms. Welk reminded staff that the contract ends on September 30, 2013.  
  
Mr. Ullah responded that he is aware of this fact and has planned for it in the project timeline.  Mr.  
Ullah then outlined the Next Steps for the UDTCS:  wrap up the alternative scenarios, prepare for the  
public workshop and finalize the preferred circulation plan.  Mr. Ullah then ran the traffic simulations  
for the short- and medium-term recommendations.  
  
Mr. Myers asked if the committee is discouraging vehicular traffic in Zone 1 or prioritizing other  
modes.  Mr. Myers also asked if the committee is discouraging thru traffic, local traffic or both.  Mr.  
Ullah responded that prioritizing one mode reduces priority for another mode inherently.  The  
committee is trying to discourage both forms of vehicular traffic – thru and local.  In the short- and  
medium-term there should be incentives for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit; while in the long-term,  
parking facilities should be moved off campus.  
  
Mr. Myers asked if UIUC faculty/staff have parking contracts.  Ms. Johnston said they did not.  
  
Mr. Ullah stated that the committee would never compromise emergency vehicle access.  Ms. Hoyle  
said there is a difference between discouraging and banning.  Ms. Black stated that the committee is  
not trying to discourage all vehicular traffic because some traffic is necessary.  
  
Mr. Gray stated that off-peak access to campus was brought up in previous discussions and is  
necessary.  Ms. Johnston stated that there is a need for some vehicles on campus so that the  
committee should shift modes over time and not outright ban traffic on campus.  
  
Mr. Gray thanked Mr. Ullah for his work.  
  
Ms. Black suggested the committee discuss the upcoming public meeting.  The committee members  
discussed the public meeting and agreed to hold it on February 28, 2013 at 3-6 pm on campus at a  
place TBD.  Ms. Black suggested the Illini Union and Ms. Johnston said she would look into reserving a  
room at the Illini Union.     
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B. Proposed Meeting Schedule for 2013 – Rita Black  
Mr. Volk said he will be out of town on February 12, 2013, but that the committee could still meet.  
  
The final plan will be discussed on September 10, 2013.  The December meeting is scheduled after the  
project funding expires, therefore it may be necessary to cancel that meeting.  
  
Ms. Johnston moved to approve the proposed meeting schedule for 2013.  Mr. Sokolowski seconded  
the motion.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
  

VII. Old Business  
A. Working Groups Update  

1. Education – Cynthia Hoyle  
Ms. Hoyle reported that the Education Working Group met in November, and wants to create a “How  
To” guide for students to help them move around campus safely with a multi-modal focus, using social  
media and paper materials.  The group is also looking into writing a job description for a new campus  
transportation safety coordinator position.  CUMTD is creating an awareness campaign about safety  
around buses.  The group is looking into creating an online education quiz, similar to the League of  
Illinois Bicyclists (LIB) curriculum.  The group discussed a potential campus bike ambassador program,  
and fitting a bike safety component into current programs.  
  
Mr. Volk described the new “Bee Alert” campaign to help reduce conflicts with buses.  The campaign  
may use funds to create bike seat covers to create awareness with bicyclists.    
  
Mr. Gray asked if the previous campaign, “Look Up,” is complete.  Mr. Volk responded that that  
campaign is complete and they are focusing on the “Bee Alert” campaign.  
  
Ms. Black said the Education Working Group could not meet in December but will try to meet in  
January.  
  

2. Enforcement – DC Frost / Capt. Acree  
  No report.  
  

3. Campus Bike Plan – Morgan Johnston  
Ms. Johnston reported that Holly Nelson worked on street drawings for the Campus Bike Plan, and a  
construction implementation cost estimate was completed by a LINC class.  In January 2013, a draft  
should be completed for campus-owned infrastructure.  Coordination is needed to move some  
projects ahead and funding is needed for others.  UIUC hopes to approve the plan soon and add the  
information to the Long Range Transportation Plan.  The potential funding sources will be listed in the  
plan.  
  
B. Agency Reports  

1. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
Ms. Johnston reported on three planned projects:    

• Sixth Street (Gregory Drive to Armory Avenue) – reconstruction with bike lane installation  
• Gregory Drive (between Fourth and Sixth Streets) – concrete reconstruction, and ramp work  

at the intersection with Fourth Street   
• Gregory Drive (between First and Oak Streets) – pavement work.  
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2. C-U MTD  
Mr. Volk said CUMTD is acquiring 10 new buses, which makes the total fleet 50 percent hybrid.   
Modeling work is being done for Small Starts; and CUMTD is looking for funding for more Stopwatch  
capabilities, shelters, and kiosks.  

  
3. City of Urbana  

Mr. Gray reported that they received Intersection Design Study (IDS) approval, but are still waiting for  
approvals from IDOT for the work on Goodwin/Green.  
  

4. City of Champaign  
No report.   
      

VIII. Audience Participation  
Gary Cziko of Urbana  
Mr. Cziko stated that he is impressed with the work on the University District Traffic Circulation Study,  
but thought there could be some work on neighborhood greenways, bike boulevards (e.g. Portland,  
OR), and traffic calming mechanisms in the dream scenario.  He also mentioned that NACTO guides  
and campus greenways might be good additions.  He added that California has a 25 mph speed limit  
on their campus, so 20 mph might be feasible here.  He said that roundabouts should be mentioned in  
the study, as well, to encourage something like mini roundabouts on campus.  Lastly, Mr. Cziko  
wondered if pedestrian crashes in the UDTCS simulation were because of NTOR or because of green  
signal.  
  
Ms. Hoyle mentioned that Portland calls their infrastructure “neighborhood greenways” because the  
term “bike boulevards” was contentious.  
  

IX. Adjournment  
Bill Gray adjourned the meeting at 3:03 pm.  




