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Continuum of Care Releases Homelessness Survey Data 

 
The Urbana-Champaign Continuum of Care, comprised of agencies and governmental 
units committed to ending homelessness in Champaign County, conducted a survey of the 
area’s homeless population during the week of January 27-28, 2011.  According to the 
survey, 549 persons in 389 households in Champaign County, including 163 children, were 
homeless.  The previous count in January 2009 identified 495 homeless persons in 
Champaign County.  
  
From those surveyed, 79 individuals were classified as chronic homeless (i.e., homeless for 
over one year or 4+ times in 3 years and having a disabling condition).  Primary reasons 
given for homelessness were inability to pay bills, mental or physical disability, substance 
abuse or domestic violence situation.  The details for these figures and other information 
obtained by the survey can be found in the attached tables and graphs. 
 
This year’s count was better able to sort responses by current housing situation, including 
those persons who are precariously housed but may not meet the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) definition of homelessness (doubling up, couch 
surfing, etc.) and those who receive HUD-subsidized housing with case management 
support to prevent homelessness. These details will aid local efforts to plan targeted 
housing solutions through the Continuum’s strategic plan to end homelessness.   
 
The homelessness point-in-time survey is completed at least once every two years so that 
local homeless providers can measure the effectiveness of existing services and identify 
additional approaches that are needed to address local needs.  For example, this year’s 
survey will result in the regional Veterans Administration liaison making application for 
additional Veterans Administration Supportive Housing (VASH) vouchers to house the 25 
veterans identified in the survey. 
 
The survey was conducted at Continuum member agencies and at other locations that 
serve homeless persons, including shelters, soup kitchens, schools and clinics. Since some 
of the homeless may not have accessed traditional agency services, the survey included a 
street count, which identified 12 unsheltered homeless individuals. It also is important to 
note that the actual count during the week selected for the national count by HUD may be 
affected by weather, transience of households living in temporary arrangements or other 
factors. 
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