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MINUTES – APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED BY E-MAIL CONSENSUS 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails  
Policy Committee 
DATE:  Monday, April 28, 2009 
TIME:  2:00 p.m. 
PLACE: John Dimit Conference Room 
  1776 East Washington Street 
  Urbana, Illinois 
Policy Present: Gerald Pagac (CCFPD) (Chair), C. Pius Weibel (County), Mell Smigielski (Mahomet), 

Morgan Johnston (UIUC - non-voting), Bill Gray (Urbana), Vicki Mayes (Urbana Park 
District) 

 
Members Absent: Bobbie Herakovich (Champaign Park District) (Vice-Chair), Bruce Knight (Champaign), 

Cameron Moore (CCRPC), Bill Volk (CUMTD), Brent Maue (Savoy - non-voting) 
Others Present:  
CCRPC Staff: Rita Black, Gabe Lewis, and Beth Brunk 

 
MINUTES 

I. Call to Order  
Chairman Pagac called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m.  
 

II. Roll Call  
Roll call was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present.   
 

III. Approval of Agenda  
Mr. Gray made the motion, Mr. Weibel seconded, to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon vote, 
the motion carried unanimously.  
 

IV. Audience Participation – None  
 

V. Approval of Minutes  
 G&T Policy Committee meeting of April 21, 2008 

There being no corrections or additions, Mr. Weibel moved to approve the April 21, 2008 Policy 
Committee meeting minutes as presented.   Mr. Gray seconded the motion.  Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
VI. New Business 

A. Funding Sources Database 
Mr. Lewis reported that staff has compiled a database of potential funding sources for Greenway & Trails 
projects.  The information is organized by funding source: State of Illinois, Federal Government and 
Private & Non-Profit Organizations.  Each listing contains specific grant information like deadlines, 
maximum amount, purpose and the respective website to get more information.  The Technical 
Committee approved this list at their 10/15/08 meeting, and it is on the RPC website.  The future intent is 
to update the database as new opportunities arise. 
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Ms. Mayes asked if there are any grants from stimulus money.  Ms. Black responded that she had not 
seen any potential funding opportunities yet.  Chairman Pagac interjected that the Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District has applied for a transportation grant through Representative Tim Johnson’s 
office and also the Illinois Governor’s office for the “Rails to Trails” project to connect Urbana to 
Kickapoo State Park. 
 
As there was no further discussion, Ms. Mayes motioned to approve the Funding Sources Database 
and Mr. Smigielski seconded the motion. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 

B.  New Greenways & Trails Logos 
         C.  Greenways & Trails Signage and Markings 

Mr. Lewis displayed the Greenways & Trails (G&T) logo designs for various applications.  The logo with 
lines is to be used on letterhead and without lines is for signage.  Mr. Lewis distributed a memo that 
outlined the dimensions for the oval, mile marker, point of interest, map and arrow signs.  The logo 
should have a white border if it is on green signage.  Mr. Gray suggested that the smaller stamp logos 
have Champaign County somewhere on them for identification.  Ms. Black explained that the beginning 
of the trails and parking areas will have the larger G&T informational signs to get people familiar with the 
logos.  With the Committee’s approval today, the logos and signage will be added to the RPC website.   
 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Gray motioned to approve the New Greenways & Trails 
Logos, Signage and Markings as presented.  Ms. Mayes seconded the motion.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

D. Greenways & Trails Design Guidelines Document 
a. Amendment to Include Final Logos & Signage 
To consolidate the current plans of the Greenways & Trails into one document, Ms. Black 
would like the Committee to approve the placement of the approved logos and signage as an 
amendment into the existing G&T Design Guidelines. 

 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Gray motioned to approve the Amendment to include the 
Final Logos & Signage; Mr. Weibel seconded. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.    
 

b. Status of Approval by Member Agency Governing Bodies 
Mr. Lewis discussed the status of the G&T approval by the member agencies: 

 
Greenways & Trails Design Guidelines Approval Chart - 4/27/09 

  
Agency 

  
Approved 

Date of  
Approval 

Approving 
Voting body 

  
Comments 

CCRPC         

Ch Co Forest Preserve         
Ch Co Highway 
Department       1st on agenda for 5/8/09 County Highway & Infrastructure Committee 

Champaign Park District Y       

City of Champaign       Will adopt with Champaign Trails Plan, expected to go to Council in May 

City of Urbana Y 11/18/08 BPAC   

City of Urbana Y 03/02/09 City Council   

CUMTD 
Not 
necessary       

University of Illinois Y 03/16/09 
Architecture Review 

Cmte   

Urbana Park District Y     Waiting on date & voting body info from UPD 

Village of Mahomet Y 02/24/09 Board of Trustees   

Village of Savoy       Will approve DG, Logos, Signage, and 2009 map at once. 
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Chairman Pagac mentioned that the Champaign County Forest Preserve will approve everything at once.  
Ms. Johnston asked if future additions to the G&T document would have to be approved by the member 
agencies.  Since this is an on-going project, Ms. Black felt that only the initial agency approval of the 
guidelines is necessary. 
 

E.  2009 Greenways & Trails Map 
a. Updated Map 
Mr. Lewis distributed a draft of the Champaign-Urbana-Savoy G&T map to the Committee 
members.  The last printing of this map was in 2006 with 4,090 copies.  Staff would like to 
print another set since only 125 maps are left and revised information has been included from 
the CUUATS Long Range Transportation Plan update.  Chairman Pagac noted inclusion of the 
new Sangamon River Forest Preserve.  Mr. Lewis indicated that details of the trails within the 
new Preserve will be highlighted in a future printing due to the constraints of a summer 2009 
distribution date.  Mr. Lewis delineated other map updates: new bike lanes along Gregory 
Drive, First Street and Philo Road, 2007 bicycle laws from the League of Illinois Bicyclists, 
identification of private and public schools, an updated trail distance table, updated agency 
contact information and the new G&T logo.  The map size will be 18”x24” and contains 28 
additional miles of trails. 

 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Smigielski motioned to approve the 2009 Greenways & Trails 
Map; Mr. Weibel seconded. Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.    
 

b. Funding of Map Printing 
In 2006, the printing of 4,090 copies cost approximately $1,200 and was funded by CUUATS.  
Ms. Black reported that she had some money in the CUAATS budget but would like the 
agencies to reimburse the cost if possible.  Ms. Black envisions that the map will need to be 
updated annually to accommodate expanding facilities and route changes, so 5,000 copies 
should be a sufficient supply for this year. 
 
Ms. Johnston asked how the agencies of this Committee divided the funding for the RPC work 
on the Greenways & Trails thus far.  Ms. Black was unsure of the formula and will look it up 
for the Committee.  Chairman Pagac thought that this would be a starting point to figure out an 
equitable distribution from each agency.  Ms. Black roughly estimated the cost for 5,000 copies 
would be approximately $3,000.  With ten participating agencies including the University of 
Illinois, a base fee of $300 per agency should not be too difficult to fund.  At that level of 
financial commitment, the Committee members present indicated that they would be willing to 
fund the cost of this publication.  Ms. Johnston asked what if an agency could not contribute at 
present.  Ms. Black responded that CUUATS would pick up the shortfall this time only. 
 
Ms. Mayes suggested that the bike shops may be interested in paying for a bulk supply of maps 
as a service to their customers.  Since the new maps do not contain any advertisements for the 
shops, Ms. Black thought the local bike shops would not be interested. 
 
Ms. Black stated that staff will proceed to get quotes from various printing companies on the 
cost of 5,000 copies and inform the Committee members of the cost via e-mail.  In order to get 
the map out as soon as possible, she will pay from the CUUATS budget and the member 
agencies will reimburse CUUATS based on an agreed upon formula. 

 
F. Next Step – Model Ordinance 

For the current G&T funding, the Committee asked RPC to complete three tasks: identify funding 
sources, design logos/signage and develop a model ordinance.  Since the first two tasks have been 
completed, Ms. Black asked for some direction in what the Committee wants in a model ordinance.  Ms. 
Black explained that a bicycle ordinance for new developments is the city’s responsibility.  Ms. Mayes 
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was looking at goals for a bicycle-friendly community that can be adopted by local governing bodies.  
Ms. Black cited her experience in working with Urbana on its bicycle plan and is very familiar with those 
objectives.  However, it is specific to an urban area and does not address the county-wide areas for this 
project.  The Committee suggested several cities that may also have ordinance language addressing larger 
regions than the urbanized area: Davis, CA; Madison, WI; Ann Arbor, MI; Minneapolis, MN; Portland, 
OR and Indianapolis, IN.  Ms. Mayes has a phone number to contact Ray Irwin who organized bike trails 
in Indiana.  Ms. Black will do more research with the Committee suggestions.  
 

        G .Other 
Mr. Weibel asked Ms. Black who is representing the County Board on the G&T Technical Committee.  
Ms. Black responded that Jeff Blue represents the Champaign County Highway Department who in turn 
informs the County Board. 
 
Ms. Johnston felt that the G&T map should be updated annually.  Ms. Mayes suggested that if the 
Committee could establish an estimated amount for each agency, they could incorporate it into the annual 
budget submitted in March.  Mr. Weibel recommended setting aside $500 in the budget, and then if they 
did not use it, it could be canceled. 
 
Mr. Lewis informed the Committee that he can update the G&T maps through RPC’s GIS department.  
As a trail or park is updated, please let him know so he can keep the database current. 
 
Ms. Black informed the Committee that once the model ordinance is complete, another G&T Policy 
Committee will be scheduled for its approval.  With the three tasks for the G&T project finished, RPC 
will no longer be able to work on G&T matters without additional funding.  Ms. Johnston would like to 
keep RPC involved in G&T issues beyond the model ordinance stage.  She could see RPC working on a 
plan to incorporate the new bike signage in the existing systems. 
 

VII. Old Business – None  
 

VIII. Audience Participation – None  
 
       IX. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Mr. Weibel made the motion, seconded by Mr. Smigielski, to 
adjourn the meeting.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  Chairman Pagac adjourned the 
meeting at 2:55 p.m. 
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