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MINUTES – APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails  
Policy Committee 
DATE:  Thursday, August 19, 2010 
TIME:  1:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 
  John Dimit Meeting Room 
  1776 East Washington Street 
  Urbana, Illinois 
Policy Members 
Agency Present Absent 
Champaign County Pius Weibel   
Champaign County Forest Preserve Jerry Pagac (Chair)  
Urbana Bill Gray  
Champaign Bruce Knight  
CC Regional Planning Commission Cameron Moore  
CU-MTD Cynthia Hoyle (proxy) Bill Volk 
Champaign Park District  Bobbie Herakovich (Vice-Chair) 
Urbana Park District  Vicki Mayes 
Mahomet  Mell Smigielski 
UIUC Morgan Johnston (non-voting)  
Savoy  Brent Maue (non-voting) 
 
Others Present:  
 
CUUATS Staff: Rita Black, Gabe Lewis, Beth Brunk 

 
MINUTES 

I. Call to Order  
Mr. Pagac called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  
 

II. Roll Call  
Roll call was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present.   
 

III. Approval of Agenda  
 

Mr. Gray made the motion, Mr. Weibel seconded, to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon vote, 
the motion carried unanimously.  
 

IV. Audience Participation – None  
 

V. Approval of Minutes  
  

There being no corrections or additions, Mr. Gray moved to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2009 
Greenways & Trails Policy Committee meeting, and Mr. Weibel seconded.  Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously. 
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VI. New Business 

A. Chair & Vice Chair Selection 
Mr. Lewis stated that the Greenways & Trails (G&T) Policy Committee decided on an annual vote for 
Chair and Vice-Chair instead of a rotation.  Since 2007, Mr. Pagac has served as Chair and Ms. 
Herakovich as Vice-Chair.  Mr. Knight thought it was logical to have the primary park and open space 
staff as Chair and Vice-Chair with the other agencies in supporting roles. 

 
Mr. Knight moved to nominate Mr. Pagac as Chair of the Greenways & Trails Policy Committee 
and deferred the decision of Vice-Chair until next meeting since Ms. Herakovich was not in 
attendance.  Mr. Weibel seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Pagac indicated that he would be willing to chair the Committee for another year. 
 
The Committee voted on the selection of Mr. Pagac as Chair of the Greenways & Trails Policy 
Committee for 2010-11.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

B. Amendment of Greenways &Trails Design Guidelines – Shared Lane Markings 
In 2009, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) updated the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MUTCD) to include two new bicycle treatments: the Shared Lane Marking and a Bicycles May 
Use Full Lane (BMUFL) sign.  The two treatments may be used separately or together to indicate correct 
bicycle positioning on the road.  The City of Urbana has used these treatments on South Philo Road, and 
the City of Champaign intends to use them on upcoming projects as well.  Staff would like to amend the 
G&T Design Guidelines with a new section on shared lane markings to reflect the updated MUTCD and 
current local implementation practices. 
 
Mr. Gray moved to approve the amendment to the Greenways & Trails Design Guidelines as 
presented.  Mr. Knight seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

         C. Amendment to Greenways & Trails Plan Projects List – Rail-Trails 
D. Rail-Trail Endorsement to Metropolitan Intergovernmental Council (MIC) 

The City of Champaign approached the Greenways & Trails (G&T) Technical Committee to prioritize a 
regional trail which could be endorsed by MIC as a project to lobby for funding.  The G&T Technical 
Committee selected a Rail-Trail along the east-west Norfolk Southern railroad corridor through 
Champaign-Urbana.  Four additional Rail-Trail segments along the Norfolk Southern Railroad corridor 
were added to the G&T Plan to be consistent with this priority.  This regional trail would connect with the 
proposed Rails-to-Trails path along this corridor from the east side of Urbana to Kickapoo State Park in 
Vermilion County. 
 
Mr. Knight moved to amend the 2004 Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan as discussed 
and endorse the regional trail as a priority for funding to the Metropolitan Intergovernmental 
Council.  Mr. Gray seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Pagac updated the Committee on the status of the Rails-to-Trails project from Urbana to Kickapoo 
State Park.  The effort to purchase 24 miles from CSX Railroad has been a 13-year process thus far.  The 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District (CCFPD) is the local sponsor for the project with Champaign 
County Design & Conservation Foundation (CCDC) spearheading the negotiations.  At this point, the 
obstacle in the discussions is price – CSX wants $3.6 million and CCDC is offering $900,000.  CCDC is 
trying to pressure a resolution with CSX by tying the purchase offer to a grant opportunity with IDOT 
under the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP).  The title work is complex as the railroad 
does not have clear title to approximately half of the land due to reversionary interests in some of the 
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parcels.  If the two sides cannot come to an agreement, the land will be sold in a piecemeal fashion which 
would probably lower the amount that CSX would ultimately receive for the land. 
 
Mr. Gray suggested that the CCFPD could parlay the purchase in two phases if CSX would agree.  Mr. 
Pagac stated that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) has committed $500,000 for the 
project.  Ms. Hoyle mentioned that the Transit District may be able to contribute money to the Kickapoo 
Rails-to-Trails project if segments are within the transit district and the project enhances peoples’ access 
to mobility and transit.    
 
Mr. Pagac noted that the CCFPD is partnering with the Village of Mahomet to apply for another ITEP 
grant for the construction of a shared-use path in Mahomet connecting Barber Park south of U.S. 150 with 
the Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve north of I-74.   
 

E. Next Steps – Greenways & Trails Plan Update 
Ms. Black explained that the G&T maps have been updated but the actual G&T Plan approved in 2004 
has not been amended.  In the last five years, many transportation-related plans have been completed 
concerning bicycle and pedestrian facilities which are not reflected in the plan.  RPC staff has prepared a 
general scope of services to update the plan with an estimated cost of $23,000 to $25,000.  After Ms. 
Black examined the budget, she realized that an additional $15,000 was available in the budget for  
Greenways & Trails.  Ms. Black proposed to use this money to start the update of the plan while 
continuing to look for other funding sources. 
 
Mr. Knight requested a scope of services that detailed what the $15,000 would cover.  He wanted to make 
sure that after spending $15,000 that the Committee had a useful product.  Ms. Black assured him that 
CUUATS also has an interest in seeing this update completed from a transportation perspective.  Ms. 
Black may use some CUUATS staff hours to make sure the plan is viable for seeking future grants.  Mr. 
Moore commented the Comprehensive Regional Planning Fund has money allocated for both urban and 
rural areas. CCRPC has committed the metro portion but the rural funding (approximately $20,000 - 
$23,000) could be used for this purpose if the G&T Plan could justify a rural impact on transportation.  
Mr. Moore intends to call IDOT to confirm the rules for the use of this money. 
 
Mr. Knight suggested that the agencies could provide some manpower in data collection for the existing 
conditions of the plan which would help with the cost. 
 
Mr. Knight moved to approve an update to the 2004 Greenways & Trails Plan at a cost not to 
exceed $15,000 with the intent to accomplish the highest priority elements of the scope which will 
ensure a useful product.  Mr. Gray seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously    
 

        F .Other 
Mr. Knight mentioned that an educational video for motorists and bicyclists will premiere sometime in 
October.  It discusses how to share the road and is filmed on the local streets in our community. 
 
Ms. Hoyle recently attended the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Annual Conference in 
Vancouver.  She indicated that many of the sessions are focusing on bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
and roundabouts.  Ms. Hoyle listened to an interesting session on roundabout accommodations for 
hearing impaired and blind pedestrians.   
 

VII. Old Business – None  
 

VIII. Audience Participation – None  
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       IX. Adjournment 
Mr. Knight made the motion, seconded by Mr. Moore, to adjourn the meeting.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Pagac adjourned the meeting at 1:44 p.m. 
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