
Champaign County Regional Planning Commission strives to 
provide an environment welcoming to all persons regardless of 
physical or mental challenges, race, gender, or religion.  Please 

call 217-328-3313 to request special accommodations  
at least 2 business days in advance. 

 
 
 

Announcement of a Meeting of the 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails (GT)  

Joint Technical and Policy Committees 
 
 
 

DATE:  Tuesday, December 18, 2012 
 
TIME:  1:30 p.m. 
 
PLACE: Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 
 John Dimit Conference Room 
   

  
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Audience Participation 
V. Approval of GT Policy Committee Minutes for December 8, 2011 

VI. New Business 
a. Policy Committee Chair & Vice Chair selection 
b. Plan Update 

i. Progress Report 
1. Existing Conditions Report 
2. Needs Assessment 

ii. Public Workshop #1 Results 
iii. Proposed 2013 Technical Committee Meeting Schedule 

c. Folding Map (4th Edition) 
VII. Old Business 

a. Agency Reports 
b. Announcements 

VIII. Audience Participation 
IX. Adjournment 
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MINUTES – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL 1 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails  2 
Policy Committee 3 
DATE:  Thursday, December 8, 2011 4 
TIME:  2:30 p.m. 5 
PLACE: Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 6 
  John Dimit Meeting Room 7 
  1776 East Washington Street 8 
  Urbana, Illinois 9 
Policy Members 10 
Agency Present Absent 
Champaign County Pius Weibel   
Champaign County Forest Preserve Jerry Pagac (Chair)  
Urbana Bill Gray  
Champaign Rob Kowalski (proxy) Bruce Knight 
CC Regional Planning Commission Cameron Moore  
CU-MTD Cynthia Hoyle (proxy) Bill Volk 
Champaign Park District Bobbie Herakovich (Vice-Chair)  
Urbana Park District Vicki Mayes  
Mahomet Mell Smigielski  
UIUC  Morgan Johnston (non-voting) 
Savoy Brent Maue (non-voting)  
 11 
Others Present: Tony Koontz (Savoy) 12 
 13 
CUUATS Staff: Rita Black, Gabe Lewis, Beth Brunk 14 

 15 
MINUTES 16 

I. Call to Order  17 
Mr. Pagac called the meeting to order at 2:33 p.m.  18 
 19 

II. Roll Call  20 
Roll call was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present.   21 
 22 

III. Approval of Agenda  23 
 24 

Mr. Gray made the motion, Mr. Kowalski seconded, to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon vote, 25 
the motion carried unanimously.  26 
 27 

IV. Audience Participation 28 
None 29 
 30 

V. Approval of Minutes  31 
Greenways & Trails Policy Committee – August 19, 2010 32 
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There being no changes, Mr. Smigielski moved to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2010 1 
Greenways & Trails Policy Committee meeting. Mr. Gray seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried 2 
unanimously. 3 
 4 

VI. New Business 5 
A. Vice Chair Selection 6 

At the last Greenways & Trails (GT) Policy Committee meeting, Ms. Herakovich was nominated as the 7 
Vice-Chair but was not at the meeting to affirm her willingness to continue in that position.  Ms. 8 
Herakovich indicated that she would accept the nomination. 9 
 10 
Mr. Moore moved to nominate Ms. Herakovich as Vice-Chair of the Greenways & Trails Policy 11 
Committee.  Mr. Gray seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 12 
 13 

B. Amendment to GT Plan Prioritized Projects List – Prairie Fields Trail 14 
The Village of Savoy proposed an amendment for the Prairie Fields Trail that is already in the GT list of 15 
prioritized projects.  The trail starts at Curtis Road to Church Street then goes east to First Street.  Mr. 16 
Lewis stated the changes include an updated alignment of the trail and an added spur east toward the 17 
future Carrie Busey Elementary School.  Mr. Maue noted that the bulk of the trail is not along a road.  18 
 19 
Ms. Herakovich asked about the possibility of the trail continuing beyond Curtis Road on First Street to 20 
connect with the Champaign Park District’s trail from Kirby Avenue to Windsor Road.  Mr. Maue 21 
explained that the gap between the two trails has area in the township and that causes a jurisdictional 22 
problem. 23 
 24 
Mr. Kowalski moved to approve the amendment for Prairie Fields Trail to the Greenways & Trails Plan 25 
Prioritized Projects List.  Mr. Moore seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 26 
 27 

C. Plan Update 28 
Staff was able to secure an IDOT grant from the Division of Public & Intermodal Transportation for 29 
$30,500 to update the existing GT Plan and add more detail on the natural areas features in Champaign 30 
County.   31 
 32 
Ms. Hoyle entered the meeting. 33 
 34 

i. Scope of Services & Timeline 35 
Most of the work will be incorporating all the agencies’ projects from the last seven years into the GT 36 
Plan.  Also included in the scope of services was the printing of the map that is distributed to the public.  37 
The contract will end in October 2013.  The GT agencies did not need to pay any local match for this 38 
grant.  The GT Technical Committee will oversee the progress of this project through quarterly meetings.  39 
In addition, as the plan develops, there will be public meetings for community input.   40 
 41 
Mr. Kowalski commented that once the plan has been updated, it may be helpful to prioritize one or 42 
two projects to push forward like the loop trail – CUS (Champaign-Urbana-Savoy) Trail.  Ms. Herakovich 43 
echoed the importance of connecting the communities.   44 
 45 
Mr. Weibel entered the meeting. 46 
 47 

ii. List of Related Documents 48 
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Included in the meeting materials was a list of related local and state projects pertaining to greenways 1 
and trails.  Mr. Lewis asked the Committee to review the list and let him know if there are any additional 2 
reports that need to be included. 3 
 4 
Ms. Hoyle thought “big.small.all” had some public visioning sessions about bike connections around the 5 
county.  Mr. Kowalski mentioned the inclusion of the comprehensive plans from Urbana and Champaign 6 
Park Districts.      7 
 8 

iii. Existing Greenways & Trails 9 
Mr. Lewis explained that the GT map has been periodically updated as new facilities and/or greenways 10 
and trails have been added in the county.  Mr. Lewis demonstrated the search function on the GIS 11 
Consortium’s interactive map which is on CCRPC’s website.  With this feature, the public is now able to 12 
search for parks in the community. 13 
 14 

D. Intergovernmental Agreement Discussion 15 
When the original GT Intergovernmental Agreement was executed many years ago, there was a 16 
provision to automatically renew annually.  However, Ms. Black noted that there was also language in 17 
the agreement where the agencies contributed financially to the GT plan.  The agencies that funded the 18 
plan were allowed to vote in the Technical and Policy Committees. 19 
 20 
Since the GT Intergovernmental Agreement has not been updated for years, Ms. Black had concerns that 21 
the document does not adequately address the current situation.  At this time, none of agencies 22 
contribute money for GT.  The IDOT grant money will pay for 100% of the GT plan update – no additional 23 
funds were needed from the member agencies.  However, if the Committee wants other GT tasks 24 
performed by staff outside of the scope of the plan update, funding will need to be secured.  GT is an 25 
independent Committee and not a subcommittee of CUUATS because some of the agencies involved in 26 
GT are not CUUATS member agencies.  Non-voting agencies felt that they should be able to vote since 27 
none of the agencies are currently funding the plan.  With the upcoming meetings for the update of the 28 
GT plan, Ms. Black would like some clarification on what meetings would be subject to the Illinois Open 29 
Meetings Act (IOMA) and how the advertising cost would be funded. 30 
 31 
Mr. Moore commented that the existing GT plan should be comprehensively reviewed to ascertain if the 32 
current Intergovernmental Agreement can be amended or if a whole new agreement is needed.  Mr. 33 
Gray opined that the GT agreement should be similar to the one for the Campus Area Transportation 34 
Study (CATS) Phase III where there is no cost sharing among the agencies and the meetings are subject 35 
to the IOMA.  Ms. Black responded that the funding problem needs to be resolved in that Committee as 36 
well.   37 
 38 
Mr. Pagac asked if there would be financial expectations in the revised agreement.  Ms. Black replied 39 
that if the agreement is limited to the scope of services delineated in the grant, there would be no 40 
additional cost to the agencies.  If the agencies want additional tasks accomplished outside of the GT 41 
update project, then there would be a need for financial participation from the agencies.  Mr. Pagac 42 
wanted the e-mail to contain alternatives for the Committee to consider.  Ms. Herakovich clarified that 43 
the contract from IDOT for the GT plan update is for two years.   44 
 45 
Ms. Mayes suggested revising the agreement strictly for the purpose of updating the GT plan and if the 46 
Committee decided to do something in the future then the agreement can be amended.  Mr. Pagac 47 
thought if the Committee had no other GT tasks for staff at this time, the Committee could be put on 48 
hold.  Ms. Hoyle believed that the GT agreement should be on-going so as funding opportunities occur 49 
they would be able to take advantage of them.  Mr. Pagac stated that funding language does not need 50 
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to be addressed in the agreement until specific work needs to be done.  Ms. Hoyle quoted the current 1 
agreement, “. . . each party is responsible for contributing to the implementation” and proposed the 2 
following wording, “based on a cost-sharing formula agreed upon by the Committee”.  She wanted to 3 
leave the potential for a funding mechanism/contribution in the agreement without defining who is 4 
going to contribute what amount.  Ms. Black will e-mail to the Committee an agreement with suggested 5 
changes/concerns for feedback.               6 
 7 

E. Other 8 
Ms. Black announced that IDOT should be opening the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program 9 
(ITEP) grant application process soon. 10 
 11 

VII. Old Business 12 
A. Agency Updates 13 

Champaign – Rob Kowalski 14 
The City of Champaign is working with Norfolk Southern railroad to purchase the right-of-way of the 15 
southern line (the northern track is still active) between Market Street and Neil Street.  Their intent is to 16 
keep 25’ to 30’ of the right-of-way for a Champaign Park District trail and sell the remaining land to the 17 
property owners contiguous to that stretch of land.  The area is currently used as a cut through and 18 
attracts undesirable activity.  Mr. Kowalski believes the negotiations with the railroad are promising but 19 
will take time. 20 
 21 
Ashland Marathon has signed a new agreement for more involvement in the review process as 22 
additional trails are built on their pipeline easement.  The City of Champaign requires developers to 23 
continue to construct the trail when they are building near the easement.  Ms. Herakovich noted that 24 
the property owners that were initially against the construction of the trail are now very supportive. 25 
 26 
Kickapoo Rails-to-Trails Project – Jerry Pagac 27 
A big breakthrough occurred in spring when the CSX Railroad agreed to the offered price.  However, the 28 
sales agreement from the railroad has several problems with the liability of environmental issues which 29 
must be worked out before the contract can be executed.  The difference between the appraised value 30 
of the land and the amount paid (flex match) can be used as a local match for this project.  In phase one, 31 
two segments are proposed to be built first – Kickapoo State Park to Oakwood and Urbana to St. Joseph.  32 
With the use of the flex match, only modest fundraising is needed to complete the first phase.  More 33 
money will be needed for the second phase – Oakwood to St. Joseph – to complete the 24 mile trail.  34 
Mr. Pagac stated that fundraising will begin with Champaign County Design & Conservation Foundation 35 
(CCDC) leading the campaign once the purchase has been finalized. 36 
 37 
Mahomet – Mell Smigielski 38 
The Lake of the Woods Multi-Purpose Pathway project is still in the design phase with bidding to occur 39 
next spring.  The intent is to construct the path in segments then reconstruct the bridge over I-74 at 40 
Lake of the Woods Road in 2014.  At the project’s completion, Barber Park will link to Lake of the Woods 41 
Forest Preserve.  Mr. Weibel asked if the bridge current curved bridge will be become straight.  Mr. 42 
Smigielski indicated that the straightening of the bridge was cost prohibitive considering the many utility 43 
and major land movements. 44 
 45 

VIII. Audience Participation  46 
None  47 

 48 
       IX. Adjournment 49 

Mr. Pagac adjourned the meeting at 3:29 p.m. 50 
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Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan Historic Background

The Roots of Champaign 
County Greenways and Trails 
There has been increasing awareness and interest 
in improving recreational facilities and preserving 
open spaces at the national, state, and local levels to 
improve the quality of life for people.  The following 
sample of national and state plans and programs 
provides a context for greenways and trails efforts in 
Champaign County.

National Level:  Rails to Trails 
In the 1960s, largely in the Midwest, abandoned and 
unused rail lines began to be used as public trails:

“Once the tracks came out, people just 
naturally started walking along the old grades, 
socializing, exploring, discovering old railroad 
relics, marveling at old industrial facilities such 
as bridges, tunnels, abandoned mills, sidings, 
switches and whatever else they could find.  
In the snows of winter the unconventional 
outdoors enthusiast skied or snow-shoed on 
the corridor, but these were days before even 
running and all-terrain bicycles were common, 
so the predominant activity was walking.  Of 
course, none of the corridors were paved or 
even graded – they were simply abandoned 
stretches of land.” 

Today, some 50 years later, rail-trails have begun to 
make a significant mark, with over 20,000 miles of 
rail-trails and over 100 million users per year (Rails-
to-Trails Conservancy 2011).

State Level:  Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Every five years, the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) publishes the Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). 
This document details existing facilities, user 
statistics, future projects and actions, and a five-year 
implementation schedule citing agency responsibility 
for outdoor recreation projects.  The plan identifies 

significant issues such as accessibility for disabled 
persons, linking transportation modes with recreation 
areas, and interagency coordination.  The IDNR also 
began the Greenways & Trails Program in 1995 to 
contribute to the SCORP.  The Program provided 
financial and technical assistance for regional 
greenway and trail plans in downstate Illinois, 
including Champaign County’s 1999 Natureways, 
Bikeways, and Trails Plan (NBT) and the 2004 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan (GT).

Champaign County:  A Local History of Greenways 
and Trails 
The planning of recreation and open space in 
Champaign County traces back to the publishing 
of A Regional Planning Program for Champaign 
County, Illinois by the Champaign County Regional 
Planning Commission (CCRPC) in 1937. This 
document provided a framework for outdoor 
recreation planning at the County level, included 
a “Recreational, Scenic, Wildlife and Historical 
Resources” section and discussed the importance of 
the development of parks and trails for educational 
opportunities.  



3

Active Choices
Champaign County Greenways & Trails PlanHistoric Background

In 1972, the CCRPC published the Areawide Open 
Space-Recreation Plan and Program as the open 
space element of a draft County comprehensive 
plan. This plan inventoried existing available open 
spaces, appropriate uses for these areas, and 
recommendations for development.  The authors 
of the document integrated data from a leisure 
opinion survey with the existing conditions data to 
interpret how the open spaces should be used. This 
methodology is similar to the planning process for 
the Champaign County Greenways and Trails Plan, 
which synthesizes survey information and existing 
conditions in the County.  In 1977, the Champaign 
County Land Use Goals and Policies was adopted 
with several goals and policies intended to guide 
decisions related to natural resources conservation, 
provision of recreational facilities, and greenways 
development.

The inclusion of Champaign County in the IDNR 
Greenways & Trails Program began with a few 
agencies from Champaign County attending the 
IDNR Governor’s Workshop on Greenways and Trails 
in May 1995. Through that effort, several agencies 
came together to form the Natureways, Bikeways, 
and Trails (NBT) Task Force. The initial agencies 
to form this group were the Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission, Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District, the Urbana Park District, the 
Champaign Park District, and the Rantoul Park District.

In July 1995, the NBT Task Force held its first 
informational meeting to seek feedback on whether 
there was continuing interest and support from people 
in the County to develop a regional Natureways, 
Bikeways, and Trails plan.  During this meeting, the 
Greenways and Trails Program was presented, a 
mission statement for the NBT Task Force was reviewed 
and revised, and a consensus was reached that the 
CCRPC would lead the planning effort. The mission 
statement formed by the task force was to develop 
a plan for Champaign County that would identify 
linkages to other such systems on local, regional, 
state, and national levels.

A second meeting was held in April 1996 to seek 
further input for this planning effort. Two subcommittees 
were formed to begin preparing this proposal: the 
Grant Review and Funding Subcommittees. These 
subcommittees commissioned the creation of a grant 
application that would be submitted to the IDNR in 
early 1997. In collaboration with IDNR, the member 
agencies in the NBT Task Force worked diligently over 
the course of two years to complete the Natureways, 
Bikeways, and Trails Plan (NBT Plan) in August 1999.

Two years later, local agencies reconvened to discuss 
updating the 1999 NBT Plan, and decided on a more 
comprehensive approach that included 20 years of 
planning and implementation, guidelines for trail 
development, an expanded existing conditions inventory, 
and a more user-friendly map. The NBT Steering 
Committee approved the plan’s proposal in February 
of 2002, initiated the 18-month planning process in 
April 2002, and decided that the term “Natureways” 
should be replaced by the more definable and widely 
accepted “Greenways.”  In 2004, the Champaign 
County Greenways & Trails Plan joined dozens of other 
plans in a nationwide effort to improve quality of life 
through the provision of recreational and alternative 
transportation opportunities.

Since 2004, most of the local agencies involved in 
the plan process created the Champaign County 
Greenways & Trails Technical & Policy Committees to 
oversee implementation of the plan.  The committees 
contracted with CCRPC to staff the implementation 
process.  Three editions of the folding map have been 
created and distributed to Champaign County residents 
and visitors; a funding sources list was created to help 
member agencies implement projects; and design 
guidelines, new logos, and signage designs and 
specifications were developed and approved by each 
member agency to create a recognizable identity for 
Champaign County Greenways & Trails.  The Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT) contracted with 
CCRPC in 2011 to initiate a 24 month planning process 
to update the 2004 GT Plan.
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Literature Review
The following is a review of documents related to Champaign County Greenways & Trails efforts.  Documents 
prepared at the state and local levels are listed with a summary and a brief explanation of their connection to 
the GT Plan.  This section describes documents that build on the work and ideas represented by the GT Plan, 
and is supported by more detailed information in the sections that follow.

State Level
Headwaters Area Assessment (IDNR, 1997): 
This report is part of a series of assessments undertaken 
through public-private partnerships to provide 
information on the natural and cultural resources in 
the Headwaters area to help manage and improve 
statewide ecosystems.  The report is composed of five 
comprehensive volumes that address the geology, 
water resources, living resources, and current and 
historic ecological characteristics of the Headwaters 
assessment area of east central Illinois.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The Headwaters area is home to the headwaters of 
several Illinois waterways including the Sangamon, 
Kaskaskia, Middle Fork, Salt Fork, Vermilion, Embarras 
Rivers, which are among the most ecologically 
significant waters in Illinois.  This biological richness 
provides opportunities for numerous types of outdoor 
recreation in and near natural areas in the Headwaters 
area of east central Illinois. The Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District operates the Sangamon River, 
River Bend and Lake of the Woods Forest Preserves 
along the Sangamon River; the Homer Lake Forest 
Preserve along the Salt Fork River; and the Middle 
Fork Forest Preserve along the Middle Fork River.  Each 
preserve contains hiking trails and Lake of the Woods 
and River Bend Forest Preserves include shared-use 
trails for hikers and cyclists.
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Illinois Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation 
Plan (IDNR, 2009):
This plan is prepared every five years to assess existing 
facilities, user statistics, future projects and actions, 
and a five-year implementation schedule citing agency 
responsibility for projects.  The document identifies 
prevalent issues such as accessibility for disabled 
persons, linking transportation modes with recreation 
areas, and interagency coordination.  The document 
also helps maintain Illinois’ eligibility to participate in 
the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
program and establish funding goals for the use of 
State Open Space Land Acquisition and Development 
grants.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
According to the 2008 Illinois Outdoor Recreation 
Survey, 85 percent of statewide respondents, nearly 
87 percent of urban county respondents, and nearly 
80 percent of rural county respondents agree more 
trails and greenways should be developed (pg. 11).  
Walking, hiking and biking on trails were cited as 
some of the most important outdoor activities and 
bicycle riding on roads and trails was the second 
most popular outdoor activity, with growth potential 
cited by respondents.  The plan lists greenways and 
trails protection, development, and connection as 
a top priority of LWCF funds through various grant 
programs.
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Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) (IDNR, 2011):
The INAI provides information about high quality 
natural areas, habitats of endangered species and other 
significant natural features in Illinois.  The information in 
this inventory is used by governments, private landowners 
and conservation organizations to facilitate land 
acquisition and protection.   

Connection to the GT Plan:
Champaign County contains 14 INAI sites totaling 
2,787 acres, including the Sangamon River, the Salt Fork 
Vermilion River, the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, 
the Little Vermilion River, Barnhart Prairie, and Edgewood 
Farm.  Many of these sites contain habitats suitable 
for state-listed species, the relocation of these species, 
or have unusual concentrations of species and high 
quality streams.  These environmentally and ecologically 
rich areas may be considered for connection to the 
Champaign County Greenways and Trails network in a 
manner that preserves their ecological productivity and 
enhances recreational or educational opportunities for 
residents.

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission, INPC Protected 
Areas in Illinois by County (IDNR, 2011):
This document provides information on the INPC protected 
areas in Illinois by County.  The INPC protects, defends 
and stewards natural areas of high quality and habitats 
of endangered and threatened species in perpetuity.  
Champaign County includes seven of these areas: 
Edgewood Farm Land and Water Reserve, Riverbend Land 
and Water Reserve, Alexander’s Dell Natural Heritage 
Landmark, Smith House Natural Heritage Landmark, 
Noel Woods Natural Heritage Landmark, Tomlinson 
Pioneer Cemetery Prairie Nature Preserve, and Barnhart 
Prairie Restoration area.  These environmentally and 
ecologically rich areas may be considered for connection 
to the Champaign County Greenways and Trails network 
in a manner that preserves their ecological productivity 
and enhances recreational or educational opportunities 
for residents.
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Illinois Threatened and Endangered Species by County 
(IDNR, 2011): 
This document provides information on threatened 
and endangered species occurrences in Illinois.  
Endangered species are in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range, 
while threatened species are likely to become an 
endangered species within the foreseeable future 
throughout all or a significant portion of its range 
(U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service).  Champaign County 
contains 20 species on this list; 9 threatened and 
11 endangered.  These species’ habitats must be 
considered and protected when developing greenways 
and trails throughout Champaign County.    

Local Level
Champaign County Greenways and Trails (GT) Plan 
(CCRPC, 2004; amended 2011):
This is a guiding document for the planning and 
development of a countywide greenways and trails 
system for Champaign County residents and visitors.   
The purpose of this plan is to facilitate interagency 
cooperation for the development of a regional system 
of greenways and trails in the County by establishing 
potential projects, funding mechanisms, and an 
implementation schedule.  The current GT Plan will 
utilize this document as reference to determine the 
status of project planning and implementation in 
Champaign County.  
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Village of Mahomet Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
(UIUC Departments of Leisure Studies and Urban and 
Regional Planning, 2004):
This plan provides guidance for maintaining a  high 
quality parks and recreation system in Mahomet.  
The document addresses park demand, the quality 
of recreation programs, financial resources and 
strategies for future success in park provision.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
A community survey performed as part of the plan 
shows that there is local support for the expansion of the 
Champaign County greenways and trails system.  The 
survey found that 75 percent of respondents support 
walking trails, 64 percent support bike pathways, and 
67 percent support development that is consistent with 
the creation and preservation of natural areas and 
floodplains.

Champaign County Environmental Concerns 
(Environmental Advisory Panel, 2004): 
This report focuses on developing an extensive  set 
of recommendations for environmental issues facing 
the County.  Several stakeholders were involved with 
the development of the plan including community and 
resident specialists.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This report details the need for quality green spaces 
and wildlife habitats in Champaign County.  One 
scenario offered by the authors for future development 
in the County includes more and varied recreational 
opportunities, new and longer trails for biking and 
hiking, and an increase in natural areas for wildlife 
preservation.  A bike network that connects urban 
areas to rural countryside is also put forth by the 
authors.
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Champaign Park District Strategic Plan 2005-2015 (Champaign 
Park District, 2005):
This plan provides information on the current conditions 
of Champaign Park District’s maintenance, safety, facility, 
acquisition, programming, personnel and funding.  A community 
needs assessment was performed to determine future facility and 
funding priorities with input from residents, businesses and staff. 

Connection to the GT Plan:
Walking and biking trails were ranked high among community 
respondents for overall importance, desire for improvement, and 
willingness to support via tax dollars.  Public support of trails 
in the Champaign Park District will help with the planning and 
implementation of future trails in the greenways and trails system.

Champaign Downtown Plan (City of Champaign, 2006):
This plan addresses the history, planning efforts, issues, forces, 
trends and visions for development in downtown Champaign.  
The document outlines development scenarios for the area with 
specific urban design, land use, and transportation elements.  
The Champaign Downtown Association is identified as one of 
many key players in implementing the plan, which is now part 
of the Champaign Center Partnership that covers Midtown and 
Campustown as well.

Connection to the GT Plan:  
This plan recommends that the City of Champaign develops an 
efficient and safe multi-modal transportation system in downtown.  
The plan suggests a bicycle route system supported by dedicated 
bicycle lanes and increased walkability for pedestrians.
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Urbana Comprehensive Plan and Update (City of Urbana, 
2005; updated 2006):
This plan summarizes historic information, community profiles, 
growth, development, goals, objectives, and an implementation 
program for the City of Urbana.  The plan captures the 
community’s vision for preserving and enhancing Urbana’s 
unique “small town” character, cultural diversity, economic 
competitiveness and natural resources.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The document cites the GT Plan as the master document for 
greenway and trails development.  This plan supports the 
development of trails and greenways in the region and promotes 
links to existing trails through new development.  The 2006 
Plan Update describes the intergovernmental agreement for the 
GT Plan; the completion of the Lierman Avenue, Stone Creek 
Boulevard, and Goodwin Avenue paths; and $558,000 of funds 
secured for the High Cross Road/IL 130 bicycle path. 

US 45 Corridor Study (CCRPC, 2006):
This plan provides information on the interrelated land use 
and transportation issues in the U.S. 45 corridor in southern 
Champaign County.  The plan encourages local governments 
in the study area, including the City of Champaign, Villages of 
Savoy and Tolono, Tolono Township, the University of Illinois 
and Champaign County, to coordinate their planning efforts to 
enhance transportation effectiveness.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan supports the identification and prioritization of bicycle 
facility recommendations from the GT Plan in the U.S. 45 
corridor.  Development of pedestrian and bicycle facilities along 
protected stream corridors to connect existing greenways is also 
recommended.
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Big.Small.All (Big.Small.All, Champaign County, ACP 
Visioning and Planning, Ltd., 2007):
This document is the result of a community-wide 
dialogue to envision the future of Champaign County.  
The plan includes stakeholder input from across 
the County on issues of economics, environment, 
development, housing, transportation, education, 
recreation, and other social topics.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan proposes a goal to provide ample parks, 
trails, and recreation centers to all County residents 
and communities.  Access to open space, cultural 
facilities and schools through trails, greenways, and 
public sidewalks is an important objective under the 
scope of this goal and aligns with the GT Plan.  

UIUC Multi-Modal Transportation Study (Martin, 
Alexiou and Bryson, 2007):
This is a multi-modal study focused on creating a 
pedestrian-friendly environment on campus with safe, 
healthy and multi-modal transportation accessibility 
for students, faculty, staff and visitors.  The study 
focuses on street-level improvements for pedestrian 
safety at intersections and mid-block crossings.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
This document focuses on how pedestrians interact with 
parking structures, transit infrastructure, streets and 
bicycles to reduce potential conflicts.  The following 
recommendations within the plan support greenways 
and trails on the UIUC campus:  the creation of a 
campus-wide bicycle master plan, the implementation 
of “Complete Streets” programs, bicycle education 
programs, and improvements to existing bike paths 
and pedestrian infrastructure. 
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IL 130/High Cross Road Corridor Study (CCRPC, 2007):
This study is an examination of the interrelatedness of 
land use and transportation along Illinois 130.  The study 
outlines the integration of improvements in the corridor with 
other transportation improvements elsewhere to enhance 
the overall effectiveness of the transportation system.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
This study shows that there are no bicycle facilities, few 
sidewalks to service bicycles, and little pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic in the Illinois 130 corridor.  The planned 
improvements to bicycle and pedestrian facilities like 
on-street bike lanes and off-street shared-use paths are 
offered as solutions to improve safety conditions between 
transportation modes and increase accessibility.

Urbana Park District Strategic Plan:  Expanding the Legacy 
(JJR, Pros Consulting, 2007):
This plan establishes a strategic vision, mission, priorities, 
goals, policies, and work plans to guide the next ten years 
of decision making for the Urbana Park District.  The 
development of the plan was supported by significant 
stakeholder and public input, a demographic analysis, 
an operational review, a needs analysis, a facilities 
development plan and a strategic action plan.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan advocates for the continued and collaborative 
development of a trail system in Urbana with more loop 
trails in parks, connections between trails within current and 
future parks, and linkages to the regional trail system.  In 
this regard, the plan establishes a baseline service level of 
3 acres of greenways and trails (corridor parks) per 1,000 
people.  Another objective is the continued acquisition of 
open space to support unique facility guidelines.  The plan 
also  demonstrates that walking and biking trail facilities 
are one of the highest needs for residents in Urbana.  
According to the household survey in the plan, people 
would generally fund the development of walking/biking 
and open space facilities with their tax dollars.  
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Curtis Road Interchange Master Plan (City of Champaign, 
Teska Associates, 2007):
This plan addresses issues of access, place-making, growth, 
transportation and land use at the Curtis Road Interchange.  
The document proposes mixed-use development of 
commercial, residential and other land uses in the 640 acres 
surrounding the interchange.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
Well-planned bike paths and sidewalks are the key to 
connecting existing and future neighborhoods in the 
development.  A “well landscaped buffer and bike trail along 
Duncan Road” with a comprehensive bike and pedestrian 
transportation system and ample open space throughout the 
corridor are documented as development imperatives.

Champaign Moving Forward (LSA, 2007):
This is the Transportation Master Plan for the City of Champaign 
and its projected growth areas.  It serves as the transportation 
portion of the Champaign Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan.  
The plan considers the relationship between many modes of 
transportation with land uses in neighborhoods and nodes.  
The document also addresses future transportation demands, 
costs and capital improvements for the City.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan describes Champaign as an ideal place for bicycle 
transportation because of flat terrain and a young student 
population.  The document recommends building on informal 
bicycle routes and connecting greenways and trails in areas 
without bike infrastructure to develop the viability of this mode 
of transportation.  The plan also includes comprehensive 
bicycle and pedestrian visions with system inventories and 
future plans.
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University District Action Plan (City of Champaign, 
2008):
This plan provides a framework for implementation 
strategies over a five-year period in terms of land use 
and urban design, safety, transportation and parking, 
and infrastructure and aesthetics in the University 
District of Champaign.  The plan outlines development 
guidelines to preserve the character of each portion of 
the University District with partners and a time frame 
for each proposed project.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan includes recommendations to enhance multi-
modal transportation through improvements in bicycle 
facilities such as bike lanes, route and path networks, 
bicycle parking, and traffic calming devices in certain 
areas.  The safety of pedestrians and bicyclists in a 
multi-modal transportation network are key objectives 
for the plan.   

Urbana Bicycle Master Plan (CCRPC, 2008):
This plan is a guide for bicycle infrastructure 
development in the City of Urbana.  The plan defines 
the bicycle network and strategies to improve it over 
time.  The plan includes a comprehensive summary 
of public input, a system inventory, Bicycle Level of 
Service analysis, facility recommendations, cost 
estimates, and implementation strategies.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This plan leverages efforts from the 2004 Champaign 
County Greenways and Trails Plan by addressing the 
potential for implementing recommended bicycle 
facility improvements in Urbana.
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Champaign County Greenways and Trails Design 
Guidelines, Logos & Signage (CCRPC, 2008; 
amended 2010):
This document is meant to facilitate the development 
of all non-motorized paths throughout Champaign 
County.  The standardized design guidelines, logos 
and signage within this document will help create a 
recognizable, consistent, safe and convenient system 
of greenways and trails in the County.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This document is one key to creating a unified system 
of greenways and trails within Champaign County.  
Signage installed using these design guidelines will 
help users identify Champaign County greenways and 
trails across jurisdictions.

Champaign Landfill Reuse Park Plan-Reseeding 
Tomorrow (Hitchcock Design Group, 2008): 
This study is an analysis of the adaptive reuse of the 
former Champaign Municipal Landfill on U.S. Route 
150.  The plan was developed by multiple stakeholders 
including the City of Champaign, Champaign Park 
District and the community and serves as a valuable 
tool to guide the City and Park District in their decision 
making and implementation along the way. 

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan promotes the redevelopment of the landfill 
into a park with opportunities for active and passive 
recreational uses.  Planned amenities for the park 
include three miles of multi-use trails connecting to 
park facilities and the future regional trail along Route 
150. 
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Champaign Park District Comprehensive Park and 
Open Space Plan (Pros Consulting, 2008):
This plan is a guiding document for the future 
development of parks and open space in the 
Champaign Park District.  It includes a park and 
facility inventory, a financial analysis of facilities and 
programs, community collaboration opportunities, 
capital improvement plans, and future development 
plans.   

Connection to the GT Plan:
A top priority in the plan is the expansion of the 
Champaign trail system by 2.6 miles each year for ten 
years for pedestrian and bicycle use.  For this purpose, 
the plan recommends developing connections 
between existing trails and greenway corridors to 
enhance accessibility, convenience and public health.

Boneyard Creek Master Plan (HNTB, 2008):
This plan outlines recommendations to improve 
recreational opportunities near the Boneyard Creek  
in the City of Urbana.  The plan recommends several 
strategies for improving pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity between downtown and the surrounding 
neighborhoods through the greening of the Creek.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This plan cites the GT Plan as a foundational element 
of the planning effort for this document.  The plan 
cites greenways and trails development as a way to 
support wildlife habitat, control flooding, improve 
water quality, and preserve cultural sites in Urbana.
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Interstate Overpass Enhancements Master Plan 
(Hitchcock Design Group, Clark Dietz, 2008):
This plan is a guide to beautifying corridors and 
entryways along the Interstate 57, 72, and 74 overpasses 
in the City of Champaign.  The plan establishes a style 
appropriate for each overpass in the community and 
a strategy for implementation of the improvements.  
The two out of four most popular styles voted on in 
an online public survey were the University Style and 
Prairie Style, and this plan assigns one of these two 
styles as the preferred overpass style for each in bridge 
in Champaign.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This plan includes designs for bicycle/pedestrian 
bridges, and maps where bicycle/pedestrian facilities 
are proposed on interstate overpasses in other City 
plans in an effort to provide and continue trail access 
into north and western parts of Champaign and beyond.

Champaign County Greenways and Trails Funding 
Sources List (CCRPC, 2008):
This document outlines potential sources of funding to 
support the implementation of Champaign County’s 
regional system of greenways and trails.  The list includes 
federal, state and private and non-profit development 
sources with the agency names, websites, funding 
descriptions, deadlines, and maximum award amounts. 

Connection to the GT Plan:
This document is important for identifying funding sources 
for agency members to help facilitate the development 
of greenways and trails within their jurisdictions.
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St. Mary’s Road Corridor Study (CCRPC, 2008):
This document is a comprehensive study of current and 
future development, transportation service, safety conditions 
and facilities in the St. Mary’s Road corridor on the southern 
portion of the University of Illinois campus.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
This document provides many recommendations that 
support the accomodation of active transportation in this 
corridor.  A road diet between Neil and Fourth Streets with 
bike lane installation is a high priority recommendation.  
Medium and low priority pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure 
improvements are also recommended.

Savoy Comprehensive Plan Update (Village of Savoy, 2009):
This document is the most recent update of the Village of 
Savoy 2002 Comprehensive Plan.  It addresses park supply 
and demand, “small town” atmosphere, development 
trends and future land use in Savoy.  The plan also 
contains explanations of economic development, strategic 
partnerships and greenspace planning stemming from each 
issue.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This plan update reveals the desire for more  greenspaces 
connected by sidewalks and trails in the Village of Savoy.  
Although sidewalks and trails are required as part of 
residential development in Savoy, connections to regional 
greenways are sought for future development.  A greenspace 
planning process is proposed to further define the exact 
nature of greenway development in Savoy.
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Champaign-Urbana Safe Routes to School Report (CCRPC, 
2009; updated 2012):
This is an educational report focused on pedestrian and 
bicycle safety issues for the Champaign-Urbana community 
with the additional purpose of marketing these as viable 
transportation modes for school commuters.  Surveys 
were undertaken during the project to document trends 
in perceptions of walking and biking to school, and travel 
tallies were taken to document student travel patterns.  The 
Champaign-Urbana Safe Routes to School Project (C-U SRTS 
Project) administered the surveys among Champaign-Urbana 
public elementary and middle schools, then contracted with 
CCRPC to create this report as well as a survey database.

Connection to GT Plan:
According to the surveys, fast driving and poor pedestrian 
and bicycle infrastructure were top factors affecting parents’ 
decision to allow their children to walk or bike to school.  
In Urbana and Champaign surveys, walking scored third in 
both survey areas as the mode of traveling to/from schools, 
while bicycling was fourth and fifth respectively. 

Staley/Rising Corridor Study (CCRPC, 2009):
This study is an analysis of land use, transportation and 
growth in the Staley and Rising corridors, west of Interstate 
57.  The document outlines goals to improve mobility, safety 
and accessibility for all transportation modes, preserve 
environmentally sensitive lands, and enhance multi-modal 
connections in this corridor.  

Connection to the GT Plan: 
The study found that sidewalk and bicycle facilities are not 
consistently constructed in this area, particularly on interstate 
under- and overpasses.  The improvement of these facilities 
are recommended, as well as other recommendations for the 
City of Champaign to take advantage of regarding greenway 
and trail development (such as the Kaskaskia River corridor) 
and/or preservation opportunities as this area continues to 
develop.
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Wright Street Bike Path Feasibility Study (Crawford, 
Murphy & Tilly, 2009):
This study was undertaken to determine the design and 
cost feasibility of constructing on-street bike lanes for the 
University of Illinois campus along Armory Avenue and 
Wright Street from Sixth Street to Springfield Avenue.  
The study outlines goals to create a safe, walkable 
and healthy campus environment, to reduce conflicts 
between transportation modes, to improve bicycle 
facilities and safety, and to enhance the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the transportation system.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
This study supports the improvement of bicycle facilities 
and the use of the Champaign County Greenways & 
Trails Design Guidelines for infrastructure improvements.  

Champaign County Land Resource Management Plan 
(LRMP) (CCRPC, 2010): 
The plan provides a baseline of information regarding 
existing conditions and land use trends in Champaign 
County. The plan forms the foundation and frame of 
reference for developing the County’s Land Resource 
Management Plan to establish a land use policy 
framework to guide the decision making process related 
to land resources and land use, create a future land use 
map and identify potential and measurable means of 
implementing the recommended policy framework and 
future land use plan. The plan lays out several aspects 
related to the natural environment in Champaign 
County.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan cites the work of many jurisdictions in 
Champaign County to construct greenways and trails 
in accordance with the GT Plan, as well as in areas 
with abandoned rail lines through the Rails-to-Trails 
program.
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University Avenue Corridor Study (CCRPC, 2010):
This study examines current and future land use, zoning, 
redevelopment, and transportation conditions along the 
University Avenue corridor between Downtown Champaign 
and Downtown Urbana.  The study establishes baseline 
goals for the corridor to promote orderly, attractive 
redevelopment, develop higher density multi-modal nodes, 
maximize the safety and efficiency of the transportation 
system, and enhance bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The standards outlined in the Champaign County GT Plan 
and Design Guidelines are cited as potential templates 
for wayfinding signage in the corridor.  General bicycle 
infrastructure recommendations include signed bike routes, 
shared-use paths, on-street bike lanes and a Rails-to-Trails 
pathway in areas parallel to and intersecting University 
Avenue. 

Champaign-Urbana School Travel Plan (CCRPC, 2010):
This plan addresses the issues that impede active 
transportation and potential solutions to resolve these 
challenges through the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
program.  The plan promotes pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation modes for students because of a commitment 
to improvements in health, environmental quality, and 
safety for students.   This plan is a prerequisite for local 
agencies applying for federal SRTS funding through the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).  CCRPC 
prepares the plan for Champaign-Urbana public schools, 
collaborating with the school districts, Cities, MTD, C-U 
SRTS Project, park districts, and the public health district.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This document outlines recommendations to make bicycling 
and walking easier and safer for students commuting to and 
from school in Champaign-Urbana.  The improvement of 
school bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, driver behavior 
at or near schools, and school and city policies regarding 
active transportation will create a more safe and suitable 
environment for children traveling to education centers 
across Champaign-Urbana.
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Champaign County Forest Preserve District Master 
Plan (CCFPD, 2010):
This document is used to guide long-range planning 
for the natural areas, facilities and programs 
that fulfill the Champaign County Forest Preserve 
District’s mission by providing a review of current 
practices, future needs, and potential solutions and 
recommendations.

Connection to the GT Plan:
Among the guiding principles of this plan are the 
goals to protect, preserve, and restore lands and 
waters in the Forest Preserve District and to provide 
recreational and educational opportunities for visitors.  
These goals are supported by the GT Plan’s purpose 
of planning for and prioritizing pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure in natural areas across Champaign 
County.

Bristol Park Neighborhood Plan (City of Champaign,  
2011):
This document provides guidance to the City of 
Champaign and the Bristol Park area in northeast 
Champaign about the revitalization of the Bristol 
Park and Garwood Addition neighborhoods, as 
well as the Shadow Wood Mobile Home Park.  The 
document includes an assessment of challenges and 
opportunities in terms of the neighborhood’s physical, 
social and environmental characteristics.

Connection to the GT Plan:
Enhancement of pedestrian and bicycle mobility were 
major objectives for the transportation portion of this 
document due to the many busy streets and active 
railroad tracks in and around the neighborhood.  
The inclusion of the neighborhood in the “ribbon 
of green” trail and park system (e.g. the Boneyard 
Greenway Trail Phase V and Scott Park projects) is a 
major objective for the parks and open space portion 
of the plan.

Champaign County Forest Preserve District

Mission Statement:
We are stewards of our county’s natural and historic resources 

through conservation, education and the compatible outdoor recreation 
experiences we provide at Champaign County’s Forest Preserves.

Master Plan
2010
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Champaign Tomorrow—Comprehensive Plan (City of 
Champaign, 2011):
This plan establishes a twenty-year vision of growth 
and development for the City of Champaign.  The 
plan encapsulates a community vision, predicts 
future demands and addresses strategies for growing 
responsibly and sustainably.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan outlines a strategy for increased sustainability 
through alternative transportation infrastructure 
investments to encourage the use of transit and active 
transportation.  The plan supports the construction 
of more trails throughout the community to enhance 
alternative transportation opportunities.
  

Champaign Trails Plan (City of Champaign, Champaign 
Park District, 2011):
This plan was created in response to residents’ 
expressed desire for more trails throughout Champaign 
during recent surveys.  The document provides a vision 
for a well-connected trail system in Champaign with 
recommendations for locations, design standards, and 
funding.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The regional trail design guidelines provided in the GT 
Plan and Design Guidelines will be incorporated into 
Champaign’s trail signage efforts.  Planned greenway 
and trail improvements outlined in the plan include 
the Kaskaskia River, Boneyard, Copper Slough, and 
Phinney Branch Greenways; the City of New Orleans, 
Wabash, and West Springfield Avenue Rail Trails; and 
other multi-use trails.  These recommendations include 
extending trails out of Champaign in all directions to 
other destinations.
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University District Crosswalk Markings and Signage 
(CCRPC, 2011):
This document provides information on universal 
crosswalk markings and signage recommendations 
for the University District that can make pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities safer and more effective.  
Comprehensive recommendations with accompanying 
design parameters are provided for numerous University 
of Illinois and City of Champaign intersections.  

Connection to the GT Plan:
The standards complement the work of the GT Plan 
with universal design codes for crosswalks, bicycle 
crossings, and multi-use paths in the University District 
of Champaign-Urbana.  The installation of these 
markings and signs in the campus area are an effort to 
help make the Champaign County trails system safer 
and more user-friendly.

University District Bike/Transit Safety Study (T.Y. Lin 
International, 2011):
The Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District (CUMTD) 
financed this study to analyze issues of safety between 
bicycles and buses on University District corridors 
and intersections.  Results of this study are meant to 
complement the efforts of the University of Illinois 
Campus Bicycle Plan (in progress).  The document 
includes a design and policy review, facilities inventory, 
collision and safety analysis, and recommendations to 
improve safety between buses and bicycles.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The regional trail design guidelines provided in the 
GT Plan and Design Guidelines documents are cited 
as facility planning resources in this document.  The 
improved interaction of travel between cyclists and 
buses also supports making the trails system safer and 
more user-friendly on campus.
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2012 Downtown Urbana Plan (City of Urbana, 2012):
This plan expands on downtown Urbana’s strengths and 
guides future growth to match the needs of the community.  
The plan outlines seven key goals for downtown:  strengthen 
economic activity; promote urban-style infill development; 
increase vitality by attracting more residents and visitors; 
develop engaging public spaces and streetscapes; improve 
mobility; protect and enhance character; and reduce 
environmental impacts.

Connection to the GT Plan:
The plan advocates goals of developing public open spaces 
and streetscapes and improving mobility in downtown.  An 
online survey performed as part of the plan indicates that 
nearly 30 percent of respondents travel to downtown via 
walking or bicycling.  The City lists many improvements to make 
streets safer for all modes of transportation. The Boneyard 
Creek Improvement Project will create an attractive green 
space connected to pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure to 
enhance multimodal transportation capabilities.  Wayfinding 
signage is also planned for downtown to direct pedestrians 
and bicyclists to various destinations.  
  

Draft Mobility Implementation Plan (CUMTD, In Progress):
The Mobility Implementation Plan (miPLAN) synthesizes 
primary research on existing transit trips and user preferences, 
mixed-use development potential along some corridors, and 
future mobility scenarios to help minimize sprawl, improve 
mobility, and encourage denser development across the 
Champaign-Urbana area.   

Connection to the GT Plan: 
A survey undertaken during Phase I of the Mobility 
Implementation Plan found that area residents, students 
and workers often walk and bike for travel and recreation 
purposes.  Respondents expressed a greater willingness 
to walk or bike if a larger system of safer bicycle paths is 
constructed, more bike racks and shelters are available, 
sidewalk conditions are improved, a ride home program is 
instituted, or opportunities exist to live closer to commuting 
destinations. 
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Draft University of Illinois Campus Bicycle Plan (UIUC, In 
Progress):
This plan originates from four recommendations in the 
2007 UIUC Multi-Modal Transportation Study: create 
a comprehensive campus bicycle plan; implement a 
complete streets program; enhance bicycle education 
and promotion efforts; and provide greater amenities to 
bicyclists on campus.  This document addresses existing 
conditions and proposed improvements for the campus 
bicycle system.

Connection to the GT Plan:
This plan will help integrate bicyclists into the existing road 
infrastructure on campus and makes recommendations for 
further integration of existing campus bicycle infrastructure 
into the regional system.  The plan also cites the GT Design 
Guidelines, Logos and Signage document for design 
standards.

Draft Champaign Sustainability Plan (City of Champaign, 
CCRPC, In Progress):
This plan will document environmental, economic and social 
sustainability initiatives for the City of Champaign.  The plan 
will include land use and housing research, a greenhouse 
gas emissions inventory, an energy consumption analysis, 
a hydrological analysis, and a transportation systems study 
to guide current and future sustainability efforts.

Connection to the GT Plan: 
This plan cites data from the 2002 CUUATS Champaign-
Urbana-Savoy Household Travel Survey that shows ten 
percent of weekday trips originating in Champaign are 
made via walking or biking, and was nearly double in 
Urbana.  Also cited in the plan is the 2011 Campus Area 
Mode Choice Survey, which found that 66 percent of 
working UIUC faculty, staff and students living on campus 
walk or bike to their first campus destination each day; 
while off-campus, 35 percent of those Urbana residents 
and 15 percent of those Champaign residents do so.  This 
information could be useful in future evaluation of active 
transportation system users.
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Draft Sixth Street Corridor Study (CCRPC, Dormant):
In 2010, the University of Illinois Facilities & Services 
Department contracted with the Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission to analyze pedestrian 
safety along the Sixth Street corridor between Armory and 
Pennsylvania Avenues on campus.  The draft plan includes 
an existing plan review, existing conditions report, safety 
concerns analysis, future conditions, three alternative 
scenarios, and other recommendations.  The University 
has decided to wait to finalize the recommendations 
until recommendations from the University District Traffic 
Circulation Study are developed, which will evaluate Sixth 
Street in the context of the entire University District traffic 
circulation system.

Connection to the GT Plan:
Recommendations to create safer and more efficient 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure include the use of the 
design standards established in the GT Design Guidelines.  
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Existing Conditions:  Greenways

A greenway is a corridor of open land that is managed for conservation and/or recreation.  Greenways may 
follow natural land or water features such as rivers, shorelines or ridges, or human landscape features such 
as abandoned railroad corridors, trails or canals.  Greenways may form connections between communities, 
parks, historic and cultural sites, and nature preserves.  Greenways differ in their location and function, but 
overall, a greenway will provide recreational benefits, protect natural areas, enhance natural beauty and 
quality of life in neighborhoods and communities, or stimulate economic development opportunities.

Four types of greenways are described in this section, by jurisdiction:
• Public Park:  available for use by the public, publicly owned.
• Public Golf Course:  available for use by the public, publicly or privately owned.
• Public/Private Recreational:  available for use by the public, privately owned.
• Private Recreational:  privately used, privately owned.

Recreational and athletic facilities owned, managed, or utilized by GT member agencies are also listed.

Champaign County 
Champaign County is located in the heart of east-central Illinois.  Champaign and Urbana, the primary 
cities of Champaign County, are approximately 136 miles south of Chicago, 120 miles west of Indianapolis, 
Indiana and 165 miles north-northeast of St. Louis, Missouri (see Maps 1-3).  The county is the fifth largest in 
the State of Illinois, comprising 638,976 acres.  Of these acres, approximately 6,097, or 1%, are designated 
as parks.  Of the non-agricultural area in the county, approximately 6.9% are park acres.     
 
The total population of Champaign County for the 2010 Census was 201,081.  The largest urban areas 
in Champaign County are Champaign (Census 2010 population 81,055), Urbana (41,250), and Rantoul 
(12,941).  Eighty-seven percent of the county’s population lives in urban areas.  The urban areas of Champaign 
County include the Cities of Champaign and Urbana, and the Villages of Bondville, Mahomet, Rantoul, St. 
Joseph, Savoy, Thomasboro, and Tolono as well as areas adjacent to these communities.

HI Tower, Lake of the Woods
Courtesy:  CCFPD

Salt Fork River, Homer Lake Forest Preserve Homer Lake Natural Playscape
Courtesy:  CCFPD
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• Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve, north of Mahomet 
and shown in Map 4, covers approximately 838 acres 
on the westernmost part of Champaign County.  Paved 
roads within the park connect historical landmarks, the 
lake, the Museum of the Grand Prairie, Mabery Gelvin 
Botanical Gardens, and the Hartwell C. Howard Golf 
Course.  A 3.4 mile off-street shared-use path runs 
through Lake of the Woods from Prairieview Road on 
the east to Crowley Road on the west side of the park.  
In addition to this paved multi-use path, Buffalo Trace 
contains an extensive network of mowed trails for the 
enjoyment of nature lovers.

• Homer Lake Forest Preserve, northwest of Homer 
and shown in Map 5, is located on approximately 698 
acres in southeastern Champaign County.  It is home 
to Homer Lake; part of the Salt Fork River; Homer Lake 
Interpretive Center; the Salt Fork Recreation Center; 
and 11 miles of hiking trails.  CCFPD also owns the 
Old Homer Park site, that covers approximately 14 
acres about one mile southeast of the Homer Lake 
Forest Preserve.

The Homer Lake Natural Playscape is a playground 
designed to connect children to nature. The Natural 
Playscape includes a stream, plants, boulders, logs, 
earth mounds and more to provide a highly creative, 
interactive play experience.

These play experiences are akin to those that many 
kids had a generation ago, and which are becoming 
increasingly rare today. The Homer Lake Natural 
Playscape will help bring back the magic of those 
experiences for today’s kids, and help grow future 
advocates for the environment while also building 
healthier bodies and minds. 

• Middle Fork River Forest Preserve, north of Penfield 
and shown in Map 6, covers approximately 1,593 

acres in the northeastern corner of the county.  The 
preserve contains two restored wetlands habitats and 
several ponds, as well as part of the Middle Fork 
River.  Highlights of the preserve include the Harry L. 
Swartz Campground with an adjacent shower house, 
the Activity Center, an Amphitheater and 6.4 miles 
of hiking trails.  CCFPD also manages the adjacent 
Patton Woods.
 
• River Bend Forest Preserve is located in southwest 
Mahomet and is shown on Map 7.  It is located on 
approximately 285 acres about one mile southwest 
of Lake of the Woods.  This property has 1.5 miles 
of hiking trails as well as a boat access area and 
two lakes.  The largest lake, Sunset Lake, is open 
for boating and fishing.  The Sangamon River is the 
northern border of the property.

• Sangamon River Forest Preserve, south of Fisher 
and shown in Map 8, is located on approximately 
160 acres and about four miles north of Lake of the 
Woods.  This property is largely undeveloped, and 
currently has 2.2 miles of trails, a picnic shelter, and 
restrooms.
 

CCFPD also owns the following facilities:

• The Harry L. Swartz Campground at the Middle Fork 
River Forest Preserve contains 65 sites suitable for all 
types of camping, including groups.  

• The Hartwell C. Howard Golf Course is located at 
Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve.  It includes an 
award-winning 18-hole regulation golf course, a 
9-hole Par 3 course, and a practice range.  A multi-
year renovation was recently completed.  It also 
remains one of only two downstate Illinois golf courses 
with a Certified Audubon Sanctuary status.

There are five forest preserves in Champaign County managed by the Champaign County Forest Preserve 
District (CCFPD).  These include Lake of the Woods, Homer Lake, Middle Fork River, River Bend, and its latest 
acquisition, Sangamon River.   



Active Choices     

30

Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan Existing Conditions

• The Homer Lake Interpretive Center at the Homer 
Lake Forest Preserve offers a wide range of educational 
programs for all ages, year-round, throughout east-
central Illinois.  It is a satellite facility of the Museum 
of the Grand Prairie.

• The Mabery Gelvin Botanical Garden at Lake of 
the Woods Forest Preserve boasts some of the most 
beautiful and diverse flora in east-central Illinois.  The 
Garden is a popular site for weddings.  Horticultural 
Education programs are offered year-round.  

• The Museum of the Grand Prairie at Lake of the 
Woods Forest Preserve has an extensive collection 
interpreting 19th and early 20th-century life in east-
central Illinois.  Educational programs are offered for 
all ages throughout the year.  

• The Riverview Retreat Center is a secluded cabin 
located on approximately 14 acres about two miles 
north of Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve.  The 
facility is available to rent for weddings, meetings, 
and other events.

• The Waterfowl Management Area at the Middle Fork 
River Forest Preserve is a premier bird sanctuary in 
Champaign County.  More than 130 acres of nesting 
habitat for migratory waterfowl are located here.  
 

While Champaign County itself does not have any 
state parks, there are six state parks in the nine-
county area around Champaign County.  Also, Piatt 
County is home to Robert Allerton Park, which is 
owned by the University of Illinois.  Map 2 shows the 
state and regional parks in this nine-county area that 
Champaign County residents can enjoy.

Also, Champaign County owns the land that the 
Brookens Gym and Sports Complex sits on, while the 
Urbana Park District manages these facilities.  See the 
Urbana section for more information.

Homer Lake Interpretive Center
Courtesy:  CCFPD

Museum of the Grand Prairie
Courtesy:  CCFPD
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Map 1:  Midwest Perspective
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Map 2:  Regional Perspective
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Map 3:  Champaign County
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Map 4:  Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve
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Map 5:  Homer Lake Forest Preserve
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Map 6:  Middle Fork River Forest Preserve
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Map 7:  River Bend Forest Preserve
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Map 8:  Sangamon River Forest Preserve
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Champaign
Champaign contains approximately 983 acres of 
greenways in incorporated and unincorporated areas 
of the city (see Map 9).  The City of Champaign 
encompasses an area of approximately 22.7 square 
miles.  The Champaign Park District maintains 
approximately 601 acres of public parks, or about 4% 
of the city’s land acreage.

The City of Champaign owns one public park:

• The Boneyard Greenway is located between 
University Avenue, Second Street, Springfield Avenue, 
and First Street.  Its 7 acres were developed by the City 
of Champaign in 2010, and has benches, a bridge 
on White Street, waterfalls, and the Lower Boneyard 
Trails.

The following parks are under Champaign Park District 
jurisdiction:  
       
• Beardsley Park is bounded by Beardsley Avenue, 
Walnut Street, Eureka Street, and Champaign Street.  
Its 1.9 acres include a basketball court, picnic area, 
playground, and tennis court.

• Bristol Park is located on the east side of Market 
Street between Garwood and Bellefontaine Streets. 

Playground facilities are included on its 1.1 acres. 
Boneyard Creek also runs through the park.

• Centennial Park is bounded by John Street, 
Crescent Drive, Kirby Avenue, and Kenwood Road, 
surrounding Centennial High School and Jefferson 
Middle School.  Its 65 acres include baseball fields; 
a basketball court; a pavilion; picnic facilities; 
a playground; Prairie Farm petting zoo; Sholem 
Aquatic Center, reconstructed in 2006; a sledding 
hill; soccer fields; and tennis courts.  There is also 
an adjacent football field owned by the Champaign 
Unit #4 School District.

• The Champaign Bark District is located on the 
south side of Windsor Road east of Rising Road; it is 
a 7 acre dog park.

• Citizens Park is located at the southwest corner 
of Garden Hills Drive and Summerlin Lane; its 0.3 
acres have a picnic area and playground.

• Clark Park is bounded by McKinley Avenue, Daniel 
Street, and Charles Street. Its 3.2 acres include a 
basketball court, playground, picnic area, volleyball 
court, and tennis courts.  

• Davidson Park is bounded by Davidson Drive and 
Church Street. Its 1.3 acres have a picnic area and 
a playground.

Boneyard Greenway

Bristol Park
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• Dodds Park is bounded by Mattis Avenue to the east, 
Bradley Avenue to the south, and Parkland College 
to the west.  Its 109 acres have soccer and softball 
fields; a seasonal concession stand; picnic area; 
restrooms; and part of the Greenbelt Bikeway that 
connects Parkland Way, the Olympic Tribute, Heritage 
Park, and Kaufman Park/Lake.  Dodds Park is also 
home to the Laborers Memorial.

• Douglass Park is bounded by Fifth Street, Grove 
Street, Eureka Street, and the east city limits. It is 
adjacent to the Booker T. Washington Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Academy 
reconstructed in 2011.  Its 14.1 acres have a baseball 
field, basketball courts, a community center, a library, 
picnic area, playground, senior center, sledding hill, 
and a soccer field.

• Eisner Park is bounded by Church Street, Russell 
Street, University Avenue, and Sabin Avenue.  Its 
4.3 acres include a baseball field, basketball courts, 
picnic area, playground, senior center (the Hays 
Center), shuffleboard court, and tennis courts.  

• Garden Hills Park is located on the west side of 
Garden Hills Drive south of Bloomington Road.  Its 
8.5 acres include a baseball field, picnic area, 
playground, and soccer field.  The adjacent Garden 
Hills Elementary School has basketball courts.  

• The Garden Hills RR Right-of-Way is a 3.8 acre 
linear greenway that follows the railroad tracks south 

of Paula Drive from Mattis Avenue to Jeanne Street.

• Glenn Park is on Glenn Park Drive between Mattis 
and Miller Avenues.  Its 2.1 acres have a basketball 
half-court, picnic area, and a playground.  

• Greenbelt #1 is a linear greenway that follows the 
Phinney Branch from the Meadow Park subdivision 
to Robeson Park.  Its 15.3 acres include the Roby 
and  Ethel S. Robeson Trails.

• Hallbeck Park is located along the east side of 
Duncan Road between Crestwood and Wedgewood 
Drives.  Its 5.2 acres are large enough for informal 
soccer or football games, and has a picnic area 
and shelter.  

• Hazel Park is located at the northwest corner of 
Neil Street and Bradley Avenue.  Its 4.9 acres have 
a baseball field, basketball courts, picnic area, 
playground, and soccer field.

• Heritage Park is located west of Country Fair Drive 
between Bradley Avenue and Interstate 72.  Its 41.4 
acres include a lake; fishing; a picnic area; and part 
of the Greenbelt Bikeway that runs through Dodds 
Park to the north, Kaufman Park/Lake to the south, 
and east to Country Fair Drive.

Olympic Tribute in Dodds Park

Hazel Park
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• Hessel Park is bounded by Grandview Drive and 
Kirby Avenue. Its 19.9 acres have a baseball field; 
pavilions; picnic facilities; a playground; restrooms 
(subject to availability); tennis courts; volleyball courts; 
a waterplay area; and the Hessel Park Path, installed 
in 2006.

• Johnston Park is located between Goldenview Drive, 
William Street, Interstate 57, and Saratoga Drive.  
Its 14.8 acres have a baseball field, picnic area, 
playground, soccer field, and the Johnston Park Path.

• Kaufman Park is located on the north side of 
Springfield Avenue/IL 10 approximately ¼ mile east 
of Duncan Road.  Its 25.8 acres include Kaufman 
Lake, fishing, picnic facilities, restrooms, and part of 
the Greenbelt Bikeway that connects to Heritage and 
Dodds Parks.

• Mattis Park is located west of Fox Drive on the 
south side of Devonshire Drive.  Its 21.8 acres 
include a lake, fishing, picnic facilities, and the 
Boulware Trail.  A loop trail around the lake was 
installed in 2007.

• Mayfair Park is located in the Mayfair subdivision 
between Maywood and Parkwood Drives.  Its 2 
acres have a picnic area and playground.

• Meadows Square Park is bounded by Scottsdale 
Drive, Meadow Square Lane, Valley Brook Drive 
and Branch Road.  It is 0.8 acres in size. 

• Millage Park is a neighborhood park in the Cherry 
Hills subdivision bounded by Cherry Creek and 
Willoughby Roads.  Its 2 acres include a playground 
and a shelter.

• Moore Park surrounds Bel-Air Court on the north 
side of Windsor Road.  Its 2.1 acres include a picnic 
area and part of the Boulware Trail. 

• Morrissey Park is located between Windsor Road, 
O’Donnell Drive, Harrington Drive, and Plymouth 
Drive.  Its 18.2 acres have a baseball field, picnic 
facilities, a playground, soccer field, tennis courts, 
and the Morrissey Park Paths installed in 2008.

• Mullikin Park is a neighborhood park located at 
the northeast corner of Mullikin and Stonebridge 
Drives in the Ironwood subdivision.  Its 3.1 acres 
have a basketball half-court, picnic facilities, and a 
playground.

• Noel Park is located in the Devonshire South 
subdivision between Galen and Sterling Drives.  
Its 10 acres have a baseball field, picnic area, 
playground, and soccer field.

• Porter Family Park is a 38 acre park located at 
the northeast corner of Windsor and Rising Roads.  
It is Champaign’s first natural areas park, including 

Kaufman Park

Hessel Park
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native plantings, picnic facilities, a pond, fishing, a 
shelter, and the Porter Family Park Paths.

• Powell Park is located at the northeast corner of 
Clayton Road and Crestwood Drive.  Its 7.7 acres 
have a basketball court, picnic facilities, and a 
playground.

• Robeson Meadows West Detention is on the west 
side of the Robeson Meadows West subdivision, 
bounded by Windsor Road on the north and 
Interstate 57 on the west.  Its 19.2 acres surround 
part of the Robeson Meadows West Trail.

• Robeson Park is located on the east side of 
Duncan Road south of Southwood Drive.  Its 20.9 
acres include a picnic area, playground, soccer 
field, and the Roby and Robeson Meadows Trails.  
There is also an adjacent baseball field owned by 
the Champaign Unit #4 School District.

• Scott Park is bounded by Springfield Avenue, 
Second Street, Healey Street, and Third Street 
in the University District.  Its 3.4 acres include a 
basketball court, picnic facilities, and a playground.  
The park was renovated in conjunction with the 
City of Champaign’s construction of the Boneyard 
Greenway in 2010. New trails through Scott 
Park connect the Boneyard Trail to the Boneyard 
Greenway.

• Spalding Park is located on the east side of Harris 
Avenue between the railroad tracks, across from 
Franklin Middle School.  Its 15 acres have a baseball 
field, basketball court, picnic facilities, a playground, 
pavilion, recreation center, skate park (skateboards 
only), and four tennis courts.  Spalding Pool closed in 
2012, and is not expected to reopen.

• Sunset Ridge Park is located at the northeast corner 
of Boulder Ridge Drive and Staley Road. Its 18.2 
acres  include picnic facilities, a playground, soccer 
field, and tennis court.

• Toalson Park is a neighborhood park in the Ashland 
Park subdivision on the north side of Bardeen Lane 
between Leggett Lane and Sharp Drive.  Its 7.1 acres 
include picnic facilities, a playground, volleyball 
court, and the Ashland Park Trail.

• Turnberry Ridge Park is a neighborhood park in 
the Turnberry Ridge subdivision on the south side 
of Balmoral Drive between Cobblefield Road and 
Birkdale Drive.  Its 5.2 acres have a basketball half-
court, playground, picnic facilities, and the Turnberry 
Ridge Trail.

• Washington Park is located between Daniel Street, 
Second Street, Armory Avenue, and Third Street in the 
University District.  Its 2.5 acres include a basketball 
court, picnic facilities, and two volleyball courts.  

• Wesley Park is bounded by Third Street, Eureka 
Street, the Canadian National Railroad tracks, and 
Burr Oak Court.   Its 2.4 acres have two basketball 
courts, picnic facilities, and a playground.  The Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Trail begins on the south side of the 
park.

• West Side Park is bounded by Church Street, State 
Street, University Avenue, and Elm Street adjacent 
to downtown Champaign. Its 12.6 acres include 
benches, a gazebo, playground, picnic tables, the 

Scott Park
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Prayer for Rain Sculpture in West Side Park
Courtesy:  Champaign Park District

• Wisegarver Park is a neighborhood park in the Old 
Farm subdivision located north of Lakeside Drive east 
of Mattis Avenue.  Its 4.6 acres have a baseball field 
and soccer field.  The park is adjacent to the Robert 
P. Simon Trail and the former Carrie Busey Elementary 
School.

• Zahnd Park is located on the southeast corner of 
Staley and Windsor Roads.  Its 19.9 acres include two 
baseball fields, concessions (subject to availability), a 
football field, pavilion, playground, and restrooms.

The Champaign Park District also maintains numerous 
mini-parks, generally defined as greenway space of 
one acre or less:

• Bannon Mini Park – 0.4 acres, northeast corner of 
Neil and Tremont Streets

• Bian Park – 3.8 acres, on the south side of Kirby 
Avenue west of Holmstrom Drive

• Bridgewater Park – 0.1 acres, southwest corner of 
Bradley Avenue and Market Street

• Firefighter’s Park – 0.3 acres, southwest corner of 
White and Randolph Streets next to Champaign Fire 
Station #1

• Green Street Entryway – 0.1 acres, on Green Street 
next to the Canadian National Railroad tracks, at 
the entrance to the University District

• Harris Park – 0.4 acres, on Elm Boulevard south 
of John Street

• Helms Park – 0.05 acres, northeast corner of 
Springfield Avenue and Second Street, adjacent to 
the Boneyard Greenway

• Hosier Mini Park – 0.07 acres, southeast corner of 
Neil Street and Stadium Drive

• McCollum Park – 1.4 acres, along Neil Street 
north of Stadium Drive

Harris Park

Stone Arch Bridge in Helms Park

Tootsie sculpture, and the Prayer for Rain sculpture/
fountain as the centerpiece of the park.
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• Mini Park II – 0.5 acres, southeast corner of Green 
and Neil Streets

• Mini Park IV – 0.2 acres, northwest corner of Kirby  
and Mattis Avenues

• Mini Park V – 0.01 acres, southwest corner of 
Church Street and Prospect Avenue

• Mini Park VIII – 1.8 acres, southeast corner of Elm  
and Eureka Streets.  This park has a basketball court.

• Robeson Meadows West Park – 1.6 acres, bounded 
by Glenhill Drive, Springhill Lane, Summithill Place, 
and Summerhill Lane.  This park has a playground 
and the Robeson Meadows West Trail.

• Skelton Park – 1.3 acres, southeast corner of First 
and Washington Streets

• Stampofski Park – 0.01 acres, bounded by University 
Avenue, Walnut Street, and Chester Street; adjacent 
to the Champaign City Building

• Thompson Park – 0.3 acres, on Bradley Avenue just 
north of James Street

• Town Center Park – 3 acres, on Neil Street at the 
Town Center Apartments

• Trevett-Finch Park – 0.5 acres, southwest corner of 
University and Prospect Avenues

• Willis Park – 0.4 acres, on Willis Avenue between 
Eureka and Maple Streets

The Champaign Park District owns the following 
recreational facilities:

• The Bresnan Meeting Center is located at 
706 Kenwood Road.  It houses the Park District 
administrative offices and has a large meeting room.

• The Douglass Annex is located at 804 North Fifth 
Street.  It is equipped with a large activity room, 
computer lab, kitchen, combined lounge and craft 
room, television, and piano.

• The Douglass Community Center, located at 
512 East Grove Street, is equipped with a full-size 
gymnasium with six basketball goals, a stage, locker 
rooms, and a learning area.

• The Hays Recreation Center, located at 1311 
West Church Street, is equipped with outdoor 
shuffleboard courts, a card room, social meeting 
room, kitchen, and a piano.

• The Leonhard Recreation Center, located at 2112 
Sangamon Drive (in Centennial Park) houses a 
full-size gymnasium, air-conditioned activity space, 
locker rooms and offices, and offers recreational 
and educational programs for all ages.

• The Lindsay Tennis Center, located adjacent to the 
Leonhard Center in Centennial Park, is an outdoor 
complex of eight lighted full-size tennis courts. 

• Prairie Farm, located at 2202 West Kirby Avenue 
(on the south side of Centennial Park) is a replica of 
a turn-of-the century farm, with barns, animals, a 
farmhouse, pond, pasture, & flower garden.

Prairie Farm
Courtesy:  Champaign Park District
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• The Sholem Aquatic Center, located at 2205 
Sangamon Drive (across the street from Leonhard 
Recreation Center and Lindsay Tennis Center) was 
reconstructed in 2006.  Features of the new aquatic 
center include: The Beach (a zero depth entry pool, 
play and spray features, and dump buckets), Blue 
Rush (a blue enclosed waterslide), The Falls (a tube 
slide), The Plunge (an enclosed waterslide), The Oasis 
(a concession stand), The Puddle (a zero depth entry 
pool, small waterslide, and seating), The Rapids (a 
winding tube ride), and The Sea (a lap pool).  Parts 
of the aquatic center are available for rent for parties.

• The Champaign Skatepark, located at 900 Harris 
Avenue in Spalding Park, is an 18,000 square foot 
facility for skateboarders and in-line skaters.  

• The Spalding Recreation Center, located at 910 
Harris Avenue, offers a variety of recreational programs 
supporting summer camps and the Champaign-
Urbana Special Recreation District.

• The Springer Cultural Center, located at 301  
North Randolph Street, offers cultural, recreational, 
and educational programs for all ages as well as 
workshops, lectures, exhibits, and performances.

• The Tennis Center, located at 2802 Farber Drive, 
features six indoor courts, bathrooms, and locker 
facilities with showers.

There is one public park in unincorporated 
Champaign:

• The Mable Thomas Memorial Playground is located 
at the southwest corner of Campbell Drive and Kings 
Way.  Its 0.2 acres consist of a playground built in 
2010 by KaBOOM!, Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Illinois, and the Dobbins Downs Community 
Improvement Association to serve the Dobbins 
Downs neighborhood.

Skatepark in Spalding Park
Courtesy:  Champaign Park District

The Virginia Theatre
Courtesy:  Champaign Park District

Mable Thomas Memorial Playground

• The Virginia Theatre, 
located at 203 West Park 
Avenue (1/2 block east 
of West Side Park), offers 
a variety of theatrical 
performances, movie 
screenings (including 
Ebertfest), and concerts.  
It is available for rent for 
events, meetings, and 
receptions.  The theatre 
closed for renovation 
in May 2012, and is 
expected to reopen in 
the spring of 2013.
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There are two private recreational open spaces in 
unincorporated Champaign:

• The Champaign Country Club sits on 98 acres 
in central Champaign, located between Prospect 
Avenue, Armory Avenue, Country Lane, Waverly 
Drive, and Greencroft Drive.  The club has an 18-
hole golf course, tennis courts, a pool, and fitness 
center.

• The Lincolnshire Fields Country Club occupies 152 
acres in southwest Champaign, located between 
Kirby Avenue, Duncan Road, Windsor Road, and 
Staley Road.  The club has an 18-hole golf course, 
tennis courts, and a pool.

There is one public golf course in Champaign:  

• Legends Golf Course sits on 51 acres west of Palmer 
Drive between Nicklaus Drive and Curtis Road.  This 
9-hole golf course opened in 2008, and has a driving 
range and indoor golf simulator that are open year-
round.

There is one public/private recreational greenway in 
Champaign:

• The Soccer Practice Field by Human Kinetics sits on 
8.8 acres on the west side of Market Street north of 
Bellefontaine Street.  Human Kinetics is leasing this 
south part of its property to the Champaign Park 
District, who has developed a soccer field.

There is one public/private recreational greenway in 
unincorporated Champaign:

• Curtis Orchard sits on 79 acres on the east side of 
Duncan Road south of Curtis Road.  The orchard is 
open from July to December; sells apples, pumpkins, 
and other produce; has a bakery, country store, and 

the Flying Monkey Cafe; and offers activities, parties, 
and tours.

Yellow Brick Road at Curtis Orchard

Curtis Orchard entrance
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Map 9:  Champaign Greenways & Trails
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Urbana
Urbana contains approximately 1,064 acres of 
greenways in incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of the city (see Map 10).  The City of Urbana 
encompasses an area of approximately 11.9 
square miles.  The Urbana Park District maintains 
approximately 542 acres of public parks, or about 
7% of the city’s land acreage.  University of Illinois 
greenway acreage in Urbana is detailed in the 
University of Illinois section.

The City of Urbana owns two public parks:

• The Downtown Mini Park is located at the northeast 
corner of Race and Elm Streets in downtown Urbana.  
Its 0.1 acres include benches and a large clock.

• Urbana’s Art in the Park on the north side of the City 
Building, on the east side of Vine Street in downtown 
Urbana.  Its 0.3 acres feature the Spirit Tree and 
Falling Leaf sculptures.

The following parks are under Urbana Park District 
jurisdiction:

• AMBUCS Park is located in the 1100 block of East 
University Avenue.  Its 23 acres include the Jean 
Driscoll Pavilion, an accessible playground, baseball 
fields, picnic facilities, and restrooms.

• Blair Park is bounded by Vine Street, Florida 
Avenue, Broadway Avenue, and Pennsylvania 
Avenue.  Its 10.1 acres have baseball fields, 
horseshoes, a pavilion, picnic tables, a playground, 
restrooms, soccer field, shuffleboard, and tennis 
courts.

• Busey Woods is located north of Crystal Lake Park, 
adjacent to the Anita Purves Nature Center.  Its 59 
acres include 2 miles of unimproved trails.  

• Canaday Park is located on Lierman Avenue 
south of Main Street.  Its 2.2 acres have a baseball 
field, seasonal restrooms, and the Lierman Avenue 
Sidepath.

• Carle Park is located between Iowa Street, Douglas 
Avenue, Indiana Avenue and Race Street, across 
from Urbana High School.  Its 9.8 acres include a 
gazebo, nature trails, picnic tables, a playground, 
sculptures, soccer field, and a volleyball court.

• Chief Shemauger Park is located on the south side 
of Kerr Avenue, east of Cunningham Avenue.  Its 
12.9 acres have a baseball field, basketball court 
and the new Urbana Park District Planning and 
Operations Facility.

• Crestview Park is located on the east side of 
Cottage Grove Avenue between Florida and 
Colorado Avenues.  Its 5.5 acres include a gazebo, 
the Koishikawa garden, picnic tables, a playground 
reconstructed in 2009, a water feature, and the 
Crestview Park Path.

Busey Woods

Urbana’s Art in the Park
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Crestview Park

• Crystal Lake Park is Urbana’s oldest park, created 
in 1907.  It is bounded by Broadway Avenue on the 
east; Park and Church Streets on the south; Orchard 
Street, the Champaign County Fairgrounds, and 
Coler Avenue on the west; and Country Club Road 
on the north.  Its 141 acres include the 59 acre 
Busey Woods, seasonal boating, fishing, horseshoes, 
seasonal ice skating, a labyrinth, pavilion, picnic 
facilities, a playground, restrooms, a sledding hill, a 
volleyball court, and 1.1 miles of shared-use trails.

• Judge Webber Park is located on the south side 
of Perkins Road near its intersection with Brownfield 
Road.  Its 24 acres have archery facilities, which are 
only open to members and visitors of the East Central 
Illinois Archery Club. 
 
• King Park is located west of Lincoln Avenue adjacent 
to Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School.  Its 7.1 
acres include a gazebo, horseshoes, picnic tables, 
a pavilion, a playground constructed in 2006, 
restrooms, tennis courts, and the King Park Paths.

• Leal Park is located on the south side of University 
Avenue west of Race Street.  Its 2.5 acres include a 
gazebo, picnic tables, and the Urbana Park District 
Administrative Offices.

• Lohmann Park is located on Colorado Avenue, 
south of Thomas Paine Elementary School.  Its 13.6 
acres include a cricket field, disc golf course, and a 
soccer field.

• Meadowbrook Park is a regional park located on 
the south side of Windsor Road near the Vine Street 
intersection, extending west to Race Street.  Its 130 
acres have approximately 3 miles of shared-use 
trails (including the Race Street and Windsor Road 
Sidepaths) that extend through park and prairie 
settings, benches, organic garden plots, pavilions, 
picnic tables, the Prairie Play playground, restrooms, 
and the Wandell sculpture garden.

King Park

Leal Park

Meadowbrook Park
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• Patterson Parklet is located on 0.1 acres in the 400 
block of West Main Street.  Boneyard Creek also runs 
through the park.

• The Perkins Road Park Site is located on the south side 
of Perkins Road, east of Eastern Avenue.  Its 61 acres 
consist of a dog park and a wet prairie.  The The Urbana Urbana 
Dog ParkDog Park sits on 10 acres on the north side of the  sits on 10 acres on the north side of the 
park site, and is fenced so that dogs can exercise and park site, and is fenced so that dogs can exercise and 
socialize off leash.  Membership through the Urbana socialize off leash.  Membership through the Urbana 
Park District is required.  The wet prairie and remainder Park District is required.  The wet prairie and remainder 
of the park site is of the park site is currently being developed, and is 
the future home of native plants, waterfowl habitat, 
and Urbana Park District environmental education 
programs.

• Prairie Park is located west of Prairie Elementary 
School on the north side of Washington Street.  Its 
19.2 acres include baseball, soccer, and softball 
fields; picnic tables; and a sledding hill.

• South Ridge Park is a neighborhood park in the Myra 
Ridge subdivision, located east of Myra Ridge Drive 
between Susan Stone Drive and Ridge Park Drive.  
Its 11.2 acres include picnic tables, a playground 
constructed in 2010, and the South Ridge Park Trail.

• The Sunnycrest Tot Lot is between Sunnycrest and 
Burkwood Courts East.  Its 0.9 acres have picnic 
tables and a playground.

• Victory Park is a neighborhood park located 
between Main Street, Lynn Street, Green Street, 
and Cottage Grove Avenue.  Its 3.7 acres include 
a basketball court, garden plots, a pavilion, a 
playground constructed in 2006, picnic tables, a 
tennis court, and the Victory Park Paths.

• Weaver Park is located between Main Street and 
Prairie School.  Currently being developed, this 
59 acres site will be an extension of the athletic 
complex at the Brookens Center and Prairie Park, 
with baseball, soccer, and softball fields.  It is already 
home to a wetland and Commissioners Grove.

South Ridge Park

Victory Park

Prairie Play at Meadowbrook Park



51

Active Choices
Champaign County Greenways & Trails PlanExisting Conditions

• Wheatfield Park is a neighborhood park in southeast 
Urbana, located between McHenry Street, Pond 
Street, Scovill Street, and Cottage Grove Avenue.  Its 
5.2 acres include picnic tables, a playground, and 
tennis courts.  

The Urbana Park District also owns or manages the 
following recreational facilities:

• The Anita Purves Nature Center is located at 1505 
North Broadway Avenue on the north end of Crystal 
Lake Park.  It is an environmental education facility 
open to the public.  The Center offers a field station, 
multipurpose rooms, the Audubon Nature Shop, an 
Educator Resource Room, and a Wildlife Observation 
Room. The Center also offers a special program for 
children’s birthday parties.

• The Brookens Gym and Sports Complex are located 
at the Champaign County Brookens Administrative 
Center at the northeast corner of Washington Street 
and Lierman Avenue.  Champaign County owns the 
land, while the Urbana Park District manages the 
facilities.  The gymnasium is used for basketball, 
fitness classes, and volleyball; and also has rentable 
rooms, restrooms, locker rooms, and showers.  The 
sports complex occupies 11.4 acres surrounding the 
Brookens Center, and has several soccer fields and 
the Lierman Avenue Sidepath.

Anita Purves Nature Center field station

• The Crystal Lake Park Family Aquatic Center 
is located between the Anita Purves Nature 
Center and Crystal Lake Park.  It is currently 
being reconstructed, and is expected to reopen 
in 2013.  Planned features include a climbing 
wall, concessions, a diving board, flume slides, 
a lap and competitive swimming pool, a sand 
play area, shaded lounge areas, an adjacent 
sprayground that can also be used on warm non-
summer days, a water playground, wet deck, and 
a zero depth entry pool.

• The Crystal Lake Park Lake House is located 
at 206 West Park Street in Crystal Lake Park.  It 
features boat rentals and concessions.  The Lake 
House and/or terraces are also available for rent 
for birthdays, weddings, reunions, meetings, and 
other parties.

• The Phillips Recreation Center sits on 1.8 acres 
of open space at 505 West Stoughton Street, 
and houses a variety of classes, programs, and 
activities.  It features a dance/fitness room, three 
multi-purpose rooms that are available for rent, 
and a senior lounge.  Outside, there is a basketball 
court and playground, and the Boneyard Creek 
runs underneath the site.

• The Urbana Indoor Aquatic Center is located 
between Urbana Middle and High Schools at 102 

Crystal Lake Park Lake House
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East Michigan Avenue.  It features a recreational 
pool, competition pool, slides, a community room, 
lockers, and restrooms.  It is shared with the Urbana 
School District and other community organizations.

There is one private recreational open space in 
unincorporated Urbana:

• The Urbana Country Club sits on 129 acres north 
of Busey Woods and Crystal Lake Park, located 
between Golfview Drive, GH Baker Drive, Interstate 
74, and Woodlawn Cemetery.  The club has two 
18-hole golf courses, tennis courts, a pool, and 
banquet facilities.

There is one public golf course in Urbana:  

• Stone Creek Golf Club sits on 191 acres 
surrounding Stone Creek Boulevard north of 
Windsor Road.  The club has an 18-hole golf 
course and banquet facilities, and is open to the 
public all year.  It is also the home of the University 
of Illinois Men’s and Women’s Golf teams. 

There is one public/private recreational open space 
in Urbana:

• Village Inn Pizza sits on 21 acres at 1901 
South High Cross Road.  The property includes 
a restaurant with banquet/meeting/party facilities 
for rent.  Outside, the Sports and Entertainment 
Complex has three softball fields, bean bag toss 
games, badminton, concerts, volleyball, and 
wiffleball. 
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Map 10:  Urbana Greenways & Trails



Active Choices     

54

Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan Existing Conditions

Savoy
Savoy contains approximately 382 acres of 
greenways in incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of the village (see Map 11).  The Village 
of Savoy encompasses an area of approximately 
3.2 square miles.  The Village of Savoy maintains 
approximately 79 acres of public parks, or about 
4% of the village’s land acreage.  University of 
Illinois greenway acreage in Savoy is detailed in 
the University of Illinois section.

The following parks are under Village of Savoy 
jurisdiction:

• Burwash Park is located on the north side of 
Burwash Avenue east of Prospect Avenue.  Its 
7.2 acres include a pavilion, picnic tables, a 
playground, softball field, tennis courts, a volleyball 
court, and  the Burwash Park Paths.

• Dana Colbert Sr. Park is located on the south 
side of Church Street east of US 45.  Its 51 acres 
are currently being developed, and already has 
an 8 acre lake.  Planned features include an 
amphitheater, baseball fields, basketball courts, a 
pavilion, playground, soccer fields, and trails.

• Dohme Park is located on the south side of 
Curtis Road west of First Street, adjacent to the 
Parkview Senior Apartment Homes.  Its 3.7 acres 
were developed in 2006, and include a pavilion, 
lit walking paths, and a patriotic memorial circle.

• The East Tomaras Mini Park is located on 0.2 
acres on the north side of Tomaras Avenue west 
of Prairie Rose Lane.

• Friendship Crossing is located on 0.4 acres at 
the northwest corner of Curtis Road and Prospect 
Avenue.  The park was developed in 2012 with 
assistance from the Rotary Club of Savoy, and 
has benches, bike racks, picnic tables, a water 
fountain, and the Curtis Road Divided Sidepath.

Burwash Park

Friendship Crossing

Colbert Park
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• Indigo Mini Park is located on 0.1 acres on 
the east side of Indigo Avenue north of Tomaras 
Avenue. 

• Jones Park is located on the north side of Church 
Street east of Prospect Avenue, on the north side of 
the Savoy Head Start building.  Its 6.7 acres include 
picnic facilities, a playground, soccer field, softball 
field, and tennis courts.  

• Prairie Fields Park is located on the east side 
of Prairie Rose Lane north of Church Street.  It 
is adjacent to the new Carrie Busey Elementary 
School.  Its 9.8 acres began to be developed in 
2005, and include a baseball field, playground, 
and soccer field.  Potential additions include 
basketball courts, a ball diamond or skate park, a 
pavilion, and walking paths.

The Village of Savoy also owns one recreational 
facility:

• The Savoy Recreation Center is located at 402 
West Graham Drive.  It features a full court 
gymnasium, indoor walking/jogging track, an 
aerobics room, activity room, cardio and weight 
rooms, and a game room.  Numerous fitness 
classes are offered, and several rooms are 
available for rent.  The Center is also at the south 
terminus of the Harold E. Ruppel Bike Path.

Savoy Recreation Center

Jones Park

Prairie Fields Park
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Map 11:  Savoy Greenways & Trails
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University of Illinois
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(UIUC) campus encompasses an area of 4,552 
acres.  Its boundaries going clockwise from 
the north are University Avenue, Harvey Street, 
Springfield Avenue, Gregory Street, Green Street, 
Lincoln Avenue, Florida Avenue, Race Street, Curtis 
Road, Philo Road, Airport Road, First Street, Curtis 
Road, the Canadian National Railroad tracks, 
John Street, Oak Street, Armory Avenue, First 
Street, Gregory Drive, Fourth Street, Green Street, 
Sixth Street, Springfield Avenue, and Wright Street; 
excluding Mount Hope, Roselawn, and St. Mary’s 
Cemeteries.

The main part of the UIUC campus sits in the 
University District of Champaign-Urbana (see Map 
12), which is 1,887 acres bounded by University 
Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, Windsor Road, the 
Canadian National Railroad tracks, Springfield 
Avenue, and First Street.

The University owns approximately 493 acres of 
greenways in Champaign County.  Approximately 
168 of those acres are in the University District, 
and consist of green spaces including grass 
quadrangles, open spaces with wooded areas, 
flower gardens, and sports facilities.  While the 
majority of facilities cater primarily to students, 
faculty, and staff, the following open spaces and 
facilities also cater to the public.

The University of Illinois owns seven public open 
spaces in Urbana:
 
• The Arboretum is located on 137 acres (not yet 
fully developed) on the east side of Lincoln Avenue 
between Florida Avenue and Windsor Road.  It 
is a living laboratory that includes the Hartley 
Selections Garden, Hosta Garden, Idea Garden, 
Japan House, and Noel Welcome Garden.  It is 
also used by student organizations, for formal and 

informal athletic activities including by the UI 
Men’s and Women’s Cross Country teams, and  
for weddings.  There is also a sledding hill at the 
adjacent Orchard Downs.

• The Bardeen Quadrangle occupies 5.2 acres 
between Springfield Avenue, Mathews Avenue, 
Green Street, and Wright Street.  This quad is 
anchored by Grainger Engineering Library on 
the north and Engineering Hall on the South.  
Boneyard Creek also runs through this quad.

• The Hallene Gateway Plaza occupies 2 acres 
on the southwest corner of Lincoln Avenue and 
Illinois Street.  It prominently features the stone 
portal from the entrance to the first University-
built classroom building, University Hall.

• Illini Grove is located on the northwest corner of 
Lincoln and Pennsylvania Avenues.  Its 6.5 acres 
include a large wooded area, a basketball half-
court, picnic facilities, adjacent tennis courts, a 
volleyball court, and the Lincoln Avenue Sidepath.

• The Oval Allee occupies 2.4 acres between 
University Avenue, Mathews Avenue, Springfield 
Avenue, and Wright Street.  It is on the north 
end of the University campus, anchored by the 
Beckman Institute on the north and the Grainger 
Engineering Library on the south.

University of Illinois Arboretum
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• The South Quadrangle occupies 7.5 acres 
between Gregory Drive, Goodwin Avenue, 
Peabody Drive, and Sixth Street.  This quad is on 
the south end of the University campus, anchored 
by the Undergraduate Library on the north and the 
Stock Pavilion on the south.

• The University of Illinois Main Quadrangle 
occupies 6.7 acres between Green Street, Mathews 
Avenue, Gregory Drive, and Wright Street.  This 
quad is in the center of the University campus, 
anchored by the Illini Union on the north and 
Foellinger Auditorium on the south.

The University of Illinois also owns one public open 
space in Rantoul:  

• The University of Illinois Advanced Transportation 
Research and Engineering Laboratory (ATREL) Open 
Space occupies 22 acres at the southeast corner of 
Perimeter Road and Titan Street.  

The University of Illinois owns one public golf course 
in Savoy: 

• The University of Illinois Golf Course sits on 303 
acres west of US 45 between Church Street and 
Airport Road.  The facility has two 18-hole golf 

courses.  It is also used by the UI Men’s and 
Women’s Golf teams.

University of Illinois Campus Recreation manages 
three recreational facilities in Champaign:

• The Activities and Recreation Center (ARC), 
located at 201 East Peabody Drive, offers 
340,000 square feet of space, including a 
climbing wall, indoor track, swimming pools, 
sauna, racquetball courts, free weights and 
machines, gymnasiums, multi-purpose areas, an 
instructional kitchen, auditorium, meeting rooms, 
the UI Wellness Center, and the Courtside Cafe.  
This facility is used by the UI Swimming & Diving 
team.

• The Ice Arena, located at 406 East Armory 
Avenue, offers public skating, hockey, broomball, 
lessons, private facility rental, and the Center Ice 
Cafe and Pro Shop.

University of Illinois Main Quad

ARC
Courtesy:  UI Campus Recreation
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• The Outdoor Center Fields, surrounding Stadium 
Drive between First and Oak Streets, offers the 
following lighted facilities open from March to 
November:  sand volleyball courts, basketball 
courts, tennis courts, synthetic turf play fields, 
football fields, and soccer fields.  The Outdoor 
Center facility has exterior drinking fountains, 
restrooms, and a meeting room.

University of Illinois Campus Recreation manages 
three recreational facilities in Urbana:

• Campus Recreation Center East (CRCE), located at 
1102 West Gregory Drive, offers 110,000 square 
feet of space with an aquatic center, indoor track, 
free weights and machines, racquetball courts, a 
three-court gymnasium, a MAC gym, and multi-
purpose rooms.

• The Complex Fields, bounded by Florida 
Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, St. Mary’s Road, and 
Goodwin Avenue, features lighted softball 
diamonds, lighted football fields, soccer fields, 
lacrosse fields, rugby pitches, an ultimate disc 
option, and a service building with two drinking 
fountains and port-a-potties.  The Complex 
is home to Intramural Sports and Club Sport 
activities, and is open March to November.

• Freer Hall, located at 906 South Goodwin 
Avenue, is home to a six-lane swimming pool, 
locker and shower facilities.

The University of Illinois Division of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (DIA) maintains eight athletic facilities in 
Champaign:

• The Armory, located at 505 East Armory Avenue, 
features an indoor track and floor, classrooms, 
and office space.  Track & Floor memberships 
are open to anyone.  This facility is used by the UI 
Men’s and Women’s Track & Field teams.

• The Bielfeldt Athletic Administration Building, 
located at 1700 South Fourth Street, houses DIA 
administrative offices, locker rooms, a training 
room, and an exercise room for use by DIA 
personnel.

• Huff Hall, located at 1206 South Fourth Street, 
features a 4,500 seat capacity gymnasium, a 
wrestling room, training room, weight room, 
equipment rooms, locker rooms, squash court, 
academic offices, and classrooms.  This facility is 
used by the UI Men’s and Women’s Gymnastics 
teams, Volleyball team, and Wrestling team.

• Illinois Field, located at 1605 South Wright 
Street, includes permanent seating for 1,500, 
lawn seating for 1,500, a clubhouse, lounge, 
locker room, batting cages, dugouts, bullpens, 

Ice Arena
Courtesy:  UI Campus Recreation

CRCE
Courtesy:  UI Campus Recreation
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scoreboard, lighting, and a press box.  This facility 
is the home of the UI Baseball team.

• The Illinois Soccer and Track Stadium, located at 
1801 South Wright Street, includes a sand-based 
grass soccer field with irrigation, an outdoor track, 
a separate throwing area for field events, and 
lighting.  This facility is the home of the UI Men’s 
and Women’s Soccer and Track & Field teams.

• The Irwin Indoor Practice Facility, located at 
301 East Peabody Drive, houses an 80-yard field 
available for practice and camps for the UI Football, 
Baseball, Softball, and Soccer teams.

• Memorial Stadium, located at 1402 South First 
Street, is a 60,700 seat football stadium.  It houses 
Zuppke Field, the outdoor Colonnades Club, 
indoor 77 Club, a press box, scoreboard, lighting, 
weight room, locker rooms, training facilities, and 
meeting space.  It is home to the UI Football team.

• The Ubben Basketball Complex, located at 1750 
South Fourth Street, features locker rooms, a 
lounge, study areas, conference rooms, a training 
room, practice courts, and a weight room.  This 
facility is used by the UI Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball teams.

The University of Illinois Division of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (DIA) maintains three athletic facilities in 
Urbana:

• The Atkins Tennis Center and Khan Outdoor 
Tennis Complex, located at 1800 South Wright 
Street, features indoor and lighted outdoor tennis 
courts, locker rooms, a pro shop, offices, and 
sports medicine and training areas.  This facility 
is the home of the UI Men’s and Women’s Tennis 
teams, and is also open to the public.

• The Demirjian Golf Practice Facility, located on  the 

southeast corner of St. Mary’s Road and Wright 
Street, is an indoor golf practice facility with 
heated hitting bays that open onto an outdoor 
driving range, and has locker rooms and other 
team facilities.  This facility is used year-round by 
the UI Men’s and Women’s Golf teams.

• Eichelberger Field at the Martin Softball 
Complex, located at 1201 West Florida Avenue, 
includes a sand-based field, irrigation, lighting, 
batting cages/bullpens, a scoreboard, in-ground 
dugouts, a press box, restrooms, a ticket booth, 
concessions, clubhouse, locker rooms, lounge, 
equipment room, weight room, and a sports 
medicine and training room.  This facility is the 
home of the UI Softball team.

In addition to the Activities and Recreation 
Center (ARC), the University of Illinois Division of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (DIA) utilizes one athletic 
facility in Champaign:

• Assembly Hall, located at 1800 South First 
Street,  is a 16,618 seat arena that hosts sporting 
events, concerts, musicals, and other shows.  It is 
the home of UI Men’s and Women’s Basketball 
games, and features a video board, locker 
rooms, a training room, and concessions.

In addition to the Arboretum and Stone Creek 
Golf Club, the University of Illinois Division of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (DIA) utilizes one athletic 
facility in Urbana:

• Kenney Gym, located at 1402 West Springfield 
Avenue, features gymnastics equipment and 
facilities, weight rooms, a running track, 
swimming pool, locker and shower facilities, and 
basketball and volleyball courts.  This facility is 
used by the UI Men’s and Women’s Gymnastics 
team.



61

Active Choices
Champaign County Greenways & Trails PlanExisting Conditions

Map 12:  University District Greenways & Trails
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Mahomet
Mahomet contains approximately 218 acres of 
greenways in incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of the village, excluding forest preserves (see 
Map 13).  The Village of Mahomet encompasses 
an area of approximately 9.1 square miles.  The 
Village of Mahomet Parks & Recreation Department 
maintains approximately 144 acres of public parks, 
or about 2% of the village’s land acreage.

The following parks are owned or managed by the 
Village of Mahomet:

• 13 Acres Park is located on the east side of Turner 
Drive between Main and Dunbar Streets.  Its 13.5 
acres include a baseball field, concessions, a 
playground, and softball fields.  This park is owned 
by the Mahomet-Seymour School District.

• Barber Park is located along the Sangamon River 
south of US 150.  Its 60 acres have soccer fields; 
seasonal restrooms; and the Lions Club shelter, 
which is available for rent.

• Brent Johnson Park is located on the north side 
of Oak Valley Road, east of IL 47.  Its 10.5 acres 
have a  9-hole disc golf course and a playground.

• Bridle Leash Park is located north of Dianne 
Lane between Timberview and Raymond 
Drives.  Its 12.6 acres have a basketball court, 
concessions, horseshoe pits, a playground, 
seasonal restrooms, softball fields, volleyball 
court, and a loop walking path.

• Brooks-Warfel Park is located at the southeast 
corner of Dunbar and Elm Streets. Its 0.4 acres 
include a pavilion and a playground.

• Dowell Park is located on Andover Drive just 
north of State Street.  Its 3.3 acres include a 
softball field and concessions.

• Police Department Park is located on Center 
Street north of Sangamon Street.  Its 0.2 acres 
include a basketball court.

Brent Johnson Park

Bridle Leash Park

Barber Park
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• Russell Park is located at 413 East Main Street.  Its 
0.08 acres are situated in an alley, and is currently 
being redeveloped.  A serpentine brick paved 
pathway was installed during Phase 1 completion 
in 2012, and plantings will go in by Spring 2013.

• The Sangamon River Greenway is located along 
the Sangamon River between Barber Park and IL 
47.  Its 35 acres are a preserved, undeveloped 
floodplain greenway.

• Taylor Field is located on Hickory Street.  Its 5 
acres include two lit ball fields and concessions, 
and is adjacent to Taylor Lake.  The land is owned 
by the Taylor Family, and managed by the Village 
of Mahomet.  

• Water Tower Park is located on the south side 
of Interstate 74, and is off of Heather and Jeffrey 
Drives.  Its 3.4 acres are currently undeveloped.  

The Village of Mahomet also owns one 
recreational facility:

• The Mahomet Community Center is located 
at 510 East Main Street.  The Center holds 
community events and meetings, and is available 
for rent.

There are two private recreational open spaces in 
unincorporated Mahomet:

• The Champaign Sportsman’s Club sits on 16.2 
acres on the east side of Lake of the Woods Road 
north of Tin Cup Road.  This private club has 
a campground open to the public year round, 
and has games, a playground, and a recreation 
room.

• The Sportsmen’s Club of Urbana sits on 24 
acres between Taylor Field and the River Bend 
Forest Preserve.  The club offers archery, boating, 
camping, and fishing to its members and guests.  
It also has a clubhouse and pavilion for rent to 
members and non-members.

There is one public/private recreational open 
space in Mahomet:

• Tin Cup RV Park sits on 34 acres on the south 
side of Tin Cup Road east of Lake of the Woods 
Road.  The facility has camping, a golf driving 
range, and a playground.

Sangamon River Greenway

Water Tower Park

Mahomet Community Center
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Map 13:  Mahomet Greenways & Trails
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Rantoul
Rantoul contains approximately 611 acres of 
greenways in incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of the village (see Map 14).  The Village of 
Rantoul encompasses an area of approximately 8.3 
square miles.  The Village of Rantoul Recreation 
Department maintains approximately 208 acres 
of public parks, or about 4% of the village’s land 
acreage.  University of Illinois greenway acreage 
in Rantoul is detailed in the University of Illinois 
section.

The Village of Rantoul is no longer participating in 
the GT process, but its information continues to be 
listed since it was listed in the 2004 Greenways & 
Trails Plan.  
 

The following parks and greenways fall under 
Village of Rantoul jurisdiction:

• American Lutheran Park is located behind the 
American Lutheran Church, bounded by High and 
Garden Streets.  Its 0.6 acres have a playground.

• The Chandler Road Greenbelt is a 5.8 acre 
linear greenway that runs along the north side of 
Chandler Road from the South Pointe Commons 
Open Space to Century Boulevard, and along 
the west side of Century Boulevard from Chandler 
Road to Tuskegee Avenue.

• Constitution Grove is bounded by Grove Avenue, 
the Canadian National Railroad tracks, Sangamon 
Avenue, and Ohio Avenue.  Its 0.9 acres include a 
gazebo and a marker in honor of the bicentennial 
of the U.S. Constitution.

• The East Keal Street Baseball Field is located on 
3.7 acres at the southeast corner of Keal Street and 
Dobbins Avenue.

• Garrard Mini Park is located on 0.2 acres on 
the west side of Garrard Street, between US 136 
and Wabash Avenue.

• The Glenwood Lake Parcel is located on 3.5 
acres in the Glenwood Addition on the east side 
of East Avenue, between Glenwood Drive and 
US 136.

• Glenwood Park is located east and west 
of Baerman Drive between Grove Avenue 
and Glenwood Drive.  Its 7.5 acres include a 
small fishing lake, multi-purpose open space, 
a pavilion, picnic facilities, playground, and 
restrooms.

• Heritage Lake is located at the southwest corner 
of Heritage Drive and Titan Street.  Its 33.5 
acres include non-motorized boating, fishing, 
horseshoe pits, a pavilion that can be rented, 
picnic tables, a playground, restrooms, and a 
volleyball court.

• Huling Home Park is located on the south 
side of Grove Avenue near its intersection with 
US 136. Its 5.1 acres include ball fields and a 
playground.

• The John E. Baermann Memorial Parade Ground 
is bounded by Century Boulevard, Borman Drive, 

Constitution Grove
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Eagle Drive, and the John Baermann Parade Ground 
Path.  Its 7.6 acres have a large, grassy field suitable 
for a variety of sports and recreation activities. 

• The Maplewood Detention open space is located 
between Maplewood Drive, Fairlawn Drive, Chanute 
Street, and Magnolia Lane.  Its 27 acres have over 
a mile of shared-use paths around the Maplewood 
Detention Pond.

• Mary Alice Park is located on Mary Alice Road to 
the west of the Canadian National Railroad tracks.  Its 
0.8 acres have a gazebo and a playground.

• North Drive Park surrounds North Drive west 
of Park Drive.  Its 5.3 acres include a basketball 
court, garden plots, pavilions that can be rented, 
playgrounds, restrooms, and a volleyball court.

• The NW Corner of Maplewood and Veterans 
Parkway open space is located on 2 acres at the 
northwest corner of Maplewood Drive and Veterans 
Parkway.

• Panax Park is located on 1.1 acres on the south 
side of Harmon Drive west of Harper Drive.

• Ryan Park is located on the south side of Clark Street 
at Illinois Drive.  Its 0.5 acres have a playground.

• The South Murray Road Open Space is located on 
16.7 acres between Murray Road, Chandler Road, 
and the Canadian National Railroad tracks.

• Wabash Park is bounded by Wabash Avenue, 
Lincoln Street, Urbana Avenue, and J.W. Eater Junior 
High School.  Its 20 acres include a bandstand, 
baseball field, pavilion, playgrounds, restrooms, a 
skatepark, softball fields, lit tennis courts, volleyball 
courts, walking paths, and a shared-use path.

• West of Soccer Fields is located on 4.1 acres west 
of the Bill Seeber Memorial Soccer Complex and the 
South Sports Complex.  This open space is bordered 
by US 45, Doolittle Boulevard, and Wheat Avenue.  
The South Recreational Facilities Path runs on the 
east side of this site.

Maplewood Detention

Mary Alice Park

North Drive Park
Courtesy:  Village of Rantoul
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• Winston Park is located on the south side of Gates 
Drive, east of Marcia Drive.  Its 0.8 acres have a 
playground.
 

The Village of Rantoul also has a variety of recreational 
facilities for use by the public:

• The Bill Seeber Memorial Soccer Complex is bounded 
by Gray Avenue, Enterprise Drive, Wheat Avenue, and 
Doolittle Boulevard.  It is adjacent to the South Sports 
Complex.  Its 18.1 acres consist of five soccer fields 
used by many athletic teams for practices and games, 
including the Rantoul Township High School soccer 
team and the University of Illinois football team.  

• The Forum Fitness Center is located at 200 West 
Flessner Avenue, adjacent to the Recreation Building.  
The facility has aerobics programs, a cardio room, 
children’s room with an outdoor playground, a golf 
training room, gymnasium, racquetball courts, and a 
weight room.

• The Hap Parker Family Aquatic Center is located  
at the intersection of Doolittle Boulevard and 
Flessner Avenue.  The facility includes a bathhouse, 
concessions, diving boards, shaded and open 
lounge areas, a pavilion, picnic tables,  restrooms, 
a swimming pool, volleyball court, two waterslides, 
children water toys, and a zero-depth entry pool.  The 
pool and pavilion can be rented.  The aquatic center 
is also on the South Recreational Facilities Path.

• The Maplewood Sports Complex is located on the 
east side of Maplewood Drive between Molloy and 
Hobson Drives.  Its 14.8 acres include baseball/
softball fields, a basketball court, pavilion, a 
playground, and restrooms.

• Prairie Pines Campground is located on Chandler 
Road east of Leonard Avenue.  Its 19.6 acres 
include shower and laundry facilities, restrooms, and 
95 camping lots with electric, water, and sewage 
connections.

• The Recreation Building is located at 100 East 
Flessner Avenue, adjacent to the Forum Fitness 
Center.  It houses the administrative offices for the 
Rantoul Recreation Department, a registration desk, 
community meeting rooms available for rent, and a 
woodshop.

• The Rantoul Skate Park is situated on the old tennis 
courts in the northwest corner of Wabash Park for 
skateboarders to use.

• The South Sports Complex is bounded by Keal 
Street, Enterprise Drive, Gray Avenue, and Doolittle 
Boulevard.  It is adjacent to the Bill Seeber Memorial 
Soccer Complex.  Its 8.2 acres include lit baseball/
softball fields.

• The Youth Center is located at 1306 Country Club 
Lane.  It houses youth programs, activities, games, 
and events.  The facility also has outdoor basketball Hap Parker Family Aquatic Center

Skate Park in Wabash Park
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courts; an indoor gymnasium for volleyball, 
basketball and roller skating; pool tables; ping-
pong; video games; televisions; foosball; a music 
room; a snack area and a party room.  The youth 
center can be rented for parties.

There are nine private recreational open spaces in 
Rantoul:

• The Commanders Subdivision Open Space 
Commons consists of three parcels occupying 1.9 
total acres between Eagle, Galaxy, and Pacesetter 
Drives.

• The Indian Hills Lake Commons consists of an 
east and west parcel occupying 6.5 total acres 
surrounding Moraine Drive and two lakes.

• The Knights of Columbus Baseball Field sits on 
2.4 acres in north Rantoul between Ohio Avenue 
and the Canadian National Railroad tracks.

• The Officers Row House Open Space Commons 
sits on 2.6 acres between Eagle Drive and Arends 
Boulevard.

• Roessler Meadows Lake Commons sits on 1.9 
acres between Quinlan Place, Malsbury Drive, and 
Garver Place; surrounding a lake.

• The South Pointe Commons Open Space sits 
on 14.7 acres between US 45 and the Chandler 
Road Greenbelt.

• The Twin Lakes Commons consists of an east 
and west parcel occupying 3.8 total acres 
surrounding Twin Lakes Drive and two lakes.

• The VFW Open Space sits on 4.3 acres in north 
Rantoul near the intersection of Ohio Avenue 
and County Road 3050N.

• The Willow Pond Open Space Commons consists 
of six parcels occupying 4.5 total acres between 
Willow Pond Golf Course, Veterans Parkway, and 
Perimeter Road.

There is one public golf course in Rantoul:  

• Willow Pond Golf Course sits on 182 acres in 
southeast Rantoul between Veterans Parkway, 
Perimeter Road, and the Rantoul Airport.

There is one public golf course in unincorporated 
Rantoul:

• Brookhill Public Golf Course sits on 161 acres 
at the southeast corner of County Road 1700E 
(Maplewood Drive) and County Road 3200N.  
This 18-hole golf course is open to the public 
from March to December.

Rantoul Youth Center
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Map 14:  Rantoul Greenways & Trails
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St. Joseph
St. Joseph contains approximately 130 acres of 
greenways in incorporated areas of the village (see 
Map 15).  The Village of St. Joseph encompasses 
an area of approximately 2 square miles.  The 
Village of St. Joseph Parks & Recreation Department 
maintains approximately 63 acres of public parks, 
or about 5% of the village’s land acreage.

The following greenways are owned or managed 
by the Village of St. Joseph:

• Crestwood Park is located between Park Avenue 
and Interstate 74, west of Cedar Drive.  Its 9.2 
acres include a pavilion, picnic tables, playground, 
restrooms, soccer field and water fountain.

• Hackler Park is located on the west side of Water 
Street south of Evergreen Drive.  Its 10 acres include 
a baseball field.

• Kolb Park is bounded by Sherman, Elm, James, 
and Green Streets.  Its 2.4 acres include a basketball 
court, electrical hookups, a small outdoor grill, 
pavilion, picnic tables, playground, restrooms, a 
tennis court, and water fountain.

• The St. Joseph Community Park is located 
between US 150 and Interstate 74 on the east end 
of St. Joseph.  Its 41 acres include a baseball field, 
football field, pavilion, picnic tables, playground, 
restrooms, snack bars, and softball fields.

• The St. Joseph Wetland surrounds US 150 along 
the Salt Fork River on the west end of St. Joseph.  This 
67 acre nature preserve has a bird watching area 
and bird houses.  This wetland is jointly managed 
by the Village of St. Joseph and the Champaign 
County Soil and Water Conservation District.
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Map 15:  St. Joseph Greenways
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Heartland Pathways truss bridge across Salt Creek near 
Weldon Springs in Piatt County
Courtesy:  Heartland Pathways

Existing Conditions:  Trails

A trail or path is a type of greenway that is a path of travel that can accommodate one or many types of non-
automobile users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, roller skaters, and wheelchair users.  Trails can be used for 
recreation and/or transportation purposes, and can connect different land uses and facilities.  Trails can be 
found in parks, natural environments, and other designated corridors.

Champaign County 
There are two Rails-to-Trails initiatives underway by independent organizations in Champaign County.  
 

The second project, the Kickapoo Rail-Trail, is the 
conversion of 24.5 miles of abandoned CSX Railroad 
line generally parallel to US 150 between Urbana and 
Kickapoo State Park near Danville into a multi-use trail 
and nature area.  This effort is being led by the Champaign 
County Design & Conservation (CCDC) Foundation, the 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District (CCFPD), the 
Vermilion County Conservation District (VCCD), and the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR).  It is 
currently in the land acquisition phase.

Abandoned CSX Railroad line, Urbana

Heartland Pathways, a 33-mile abandoned rail 
corridor that will ultimately provide wildlife habitat, 
prairie conservation, educational opportunities 
and recreational trails, parallels the south side of 
IL 10 from Camp Creek west of Seymour into Piatt 
County (see Maps 2 and 3).

• The Lake of the Woods Path is a 3.4 mile off-street 
shared-use path that winds through Lake of the Woods 
Forest Preserve between Prairieview and Crowley Roads.

• The Lake of the Woods Road Path is a 0.3 mile off-street 
shared-use path that winds through Lake of the Woods 
Forest Preserve from the abandoned Elks Lake entrance 
to the main entrance, with a spur towards the Park 
Headquarters.

Lake of the Woods Path

The Champaign County Forest Preserve District owns two shared-use paths in unincorporated Mahomet:
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Champaign
The Champaign Park District maintains approximately 
18.7 miles of shared-use paths.  University-owned 
trails in Champaign are detailed in the University of 
Illinois section.  There are approximately 20.6 miles 
of trails and bicycle infrastructure in the rest of the 
City of Champaign, including 11.9 miles of shared-
use paths, a 0.3 mile bike path, 6.9 miles of on-
street bike lanes, and 1.4 miles of on-street shared 
lane markings (sharrows; see Map 9).  Some of these 
facilities connect to the Park District and University’s 
trails and greenways.

• The Ashland Park Trail consists of 1.9 miles of 
shared-use paths in the Ashland Park subdivision.  
This includes sidepaths on Doisy Drive, Leggett Lane, 
Olympian Drive, Prospect Avenue, and Toalson Lane; 
and off-street paths in the subdivision and Toalson 
Park.

• The Boneyard Creek Trail is a 0.5 mile, off-street 
shared-use path that runs above Boneyard Creek 
through Campustown north of Green Street, between 
First and Sixth Streets.  A spur on Third Street connects 
this trail to Scott Park.

• The Boulware Trail consists of 1.6 miles of off-street 
shared-use paths west of Fox Drive, from Valley to 
Windsor Roads, and looping around Mattis Lake.  This 
includes a sidepath on Fox Drive, and spurs to Colony 
Square, Moore Park, and Richards Lane.

• The Clark Street Bike Lanes stretch 0.1 miles 
between Neil and Randolph Streets, connecting 
the bike lanes on Logan and Randolph Streets.

• The Clearview Detention Pond Path is a 0.6 mile 
off-street, shared-use path around the Clearview 
subdivision Detention Pond.

• The Clearview Path is a 1.4 mile sidepath in the 
Clearview subdivision on Champion and Legacy 
Avenues.  It connects the Clearview Detention 
Pond Path to the Star Avenue Sidepath.

• The Curtis Road Bike Lanes stretch 0.7 miles 
from Wynstone Drive to the east city limits.  The 
bike lanes continue east in Savoy.

Boneyard Creek Trail

Boulware Trail

Clark Street Bike Lanes
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• The Curtis Road Divided Shared-Use Paths total 
1.1 miles on both sides of the road from Duncan 
Road to Wynstone Drive.

• The Dodds Park Path is a 0.2 mile off-street shared-
use path that connects the Greenbelt Bikeway to 
the soccer fields and Parkland Point Apartments.

• The Douglass Park Paths consist of 0.2 miles of 
off-street shared-use paths through Douglass Park 
from Grove to Eureka Streets.  This includes spurs 
to Booker T. Washington School, the Douglass 
Center, and the park playground.

• The Duncan Road Divided Shared-Use Paths total 
0.2 miles on both sides of the road just north of 
Curtis Road.

• The Duncan Road Trail is a 0.2 mile sidepath on 
the east side of the road connecting the Robeson 
Meadows Trail and the Windsor Road Bike Lanes.

• The Ethel S. Robeson Trail is 0.1 mile off-street 
shared-use path that runs from the Roby Trail in 
Greenbelt #1 to Parkdale Drive.

• The First Street Bike Lanes & Sharrows stretch 
0.8 miles from Clark Street to Gregory Drive.  
The 0.6 miles of bike lanes are connected by the 
0.2 miles of sharrows at the Springfield Avenue 
and Green Street intersections.

• The First Street Trail is a 1.7 mile sidepath on 
the west side of the road from Gregory Drive to 
Windsor Road.  This includes the trail on the east 
side of the road from Gerty Drive to Windsor 
Road.  

• The Fourth Street Bike Lanes consist of two 
segments totaling 0.4 miles:  the half block north 
of University Avenue, and south of Green Street 
to Gregory Drive in the University District.

• The Greenbelt Bikeway consists of 1.6 miles 
of off-street shared-use paths connecting Dodds, 
Heritage, and Kaufman Parks.  This includes 
spurs to Country Fair Drive, Kaufman Lake, and 
the Olympic Tribute.

Douglass Park Paths

Curtis Road Divided Shared-Use Path

First Street Bike Lanes
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• The Harold E. Ruppel Memorial Bike Trail is a 0.4 
mile bike path and sidepath on the east side of 
Prospect Avenue, from Windsor Road to the south 
city limits.  The bike path continues south in Savoy.

• The Hessel Park Path is a 0.7 mile off-street loop 
shared-use path around Hessel Park, with spurs 
to Birch Street, Cedar Street, Grandview Drive, 
Hamilton Drive, Kirby Avenue, and Valley Road.

• The High School of St. Thomas More Path is a 
0.03 mile shared-use sidepath that connects the 
school with the Star Avenue Sidepath.

• The John Street Sharrows stretch 0.8 miles from 
Randolph Street to Willis Avenue.

• The Johnston Park Path is a 0.4 mile off-street 
loop shared-use path around Johnston Park.

• The Kirby Avenue Sidepath consists of two 
segments totaling a mile, both on the south side 
of the road:  from the Marathon Pipeline Trail 
to east of Mullikin Drive (0.2 miles), and from 
Neil Street to the east city limits (0.8 miles).  The 
sidepath continues east in Urbana as the Florida 
Avenue Sidepath.

• The Logan Street Bike Lanes & Sharrows 
stretch 0.2 miles from First to Neil Streets.  The 
bike lanes on either side are connected by the 
sharrows from Water to Market Streets under the 
Canadian National Railroad tracks.  This facility 
also connects the bike lanes on Clark and White 
Streets.

John Street Sharrows

Kirby Avenue Sidepath

Logan Street Sharrows

Hessel Park Path
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• The Lower Boneyard Trails consist of a mile of 
shared-use paths through and around the Boneyard 
Greenway.  This includes sidepaths on Clark Street, 
Second Street, Springfield Avenue, University 
Avenue, and White Street.

• The Martin Luther King Jr. Trail is a 0.4-mile off-
street shared-use path that connects Wesley Park to 
Fourth Street.

• The Morrissey Park Paths consist of 0.8 miles of 
off-street shared-use paths through and around 
Morrissey Park.

• The North Champaign Trail is a 0.8 mile shared-
use path north of Interstate 74 between Neil Street 
and Prospect Avenue.  The north end of the trail 
connects to the Ashland Park Trail with a sidepath 
on Interstate Drive and an off-street path around 
Wal-Mart and Menards.  The south segment of 
the trail consists of sidepaths on Town Center and 
Moreland Boulevards.

• The O’Malley’s Alley Trail is an off-street shared-
use path, consisting of two segments totaling 0.6 
miles:  the mainline south of Springfield Avenue/
IL 10 between Kenwood and Duncan Roads (0.5 
miles), and a spur along the east side of the Copper 
Slough connecting to El Toro Bravo restaurant and 
Springfield Avenue/IL 10 (0.1 mile).

• The Pipeline Trail is an off-street shared-use path, 
consisting of two segments totaling 1.3 miles:  the 
mainline between Kirby Avenue and Windsor Road 
(1 mile), and a diagonal spur between Vahalla and 
English Oak Drives (0.3 miles).

• The Porter Family Park Paths consist of 2 miles 
of off-street shared-use paths through Porter Family 
Park.  This includes spurs to Allison, Max Run, and 
Stonebridge Drives.

• The Randolph Street Bike Lane & Sharrows 
stretch 1.7 miles from Bradley Avenue to Hessel 
Boulevard, with one block of sharrows between 
Bradley and Beardsley Avenues.  This covers 
the entire length of the street.  Randolph Street 
is one-way north, and the State Street Bike 
Lanes & Sharrows one block west accomodate 
southbound bicyclists.

• The Robert P. Simon Trail is a 0.5 mile off-street 
shared-use path that connects Devonshire Drive 
to the Roby Trail.

• The Robeson Crossing Trail is a 0.1 mile off-
street shared-use path in the Robeson Crossing 
subdivision, connecting the Robeson Meadows 
Trail and Windsor Road.

Randolph Street Bike Lane

Robert P. Simon Trail
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• The Robeson Meadows Trail consists of 1.4 miles of 
off-street shared-use paths in the Robeson Meadows 
subdivision.  This includes spurs to Rebecca Drive 
and Windsor Road.  The trail connects the Roby 
Trail in Robeson Park to the Duncan Road Trail.

• The Robeson Meadows West Trail consists of 2.6 
miles of off-street shared-use paths in the Robeson 
Meadows West subdivision.  The trail connects 
Duncan Road, the Robeson Meadows West 
Detention open space, Robeson Meadows West 
Park, and Windsor Road.

• The Roby Trail is a 1.3 mile off-street shared-use 
path that runs from Mattis Avenue to Duncan Road 
through Greenbelt #1 and Robeson Park.  This 
includes spurs to Duncan Road and Stoneybrook 
Drive.

• The Scott Park Paths consist of 0.3 miles of off-
street shared-use paths through Scott Park.  The 
main path connects the Boneyard Creek Trail to the 
Lower Boneyard Trails.

• The South Research Park Trail is a 0.3 mile loop 
shared-use path west of the First Street Trail, and 
includes a sidepath on Hazelwood Drive.

• The Star Avenue Sidepath is a 0.2 mile shared-
use path on the south side of the road that 
connects the High School of St. Thomas More 
Path to the Clearview Path.

• The State Street Bike Lane & Sharrows stretch 1.7 
miles from Bradley Avenue to Hessel Boulevard.  
The 1.4 miles of bike lanes are connected by 0.3 
miles of sharrows between Washington Street and 
University Avenue, and Avondale Avenue and 
Hessel Boulevard.  State Street is one-way south, 
and the Randolph Street Bike Lane & Sharrows one 
block east accomodate northbound bicyclists.

• The Turnberry Ridge Trail is a 1.3 mile off-
street loop shared-use path in the Turnberry 
Ridge subdivision, located on the south side of 
Turnberry Ridge Park and between Staley Road 
and Interstate 57.

South Research Park Trail

Robeson Meadows Trail
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• The Walnut Street Bike Lane stretches 0.3 
miles between Logan and Washington Streets in 
Downtown Champaign.  Walnut Street is one-way 
north.

• The White Street Bike Lanes stretch 0.1 mile 
between First and Second Streets on a bridge over 
the Boneyard Greenway.  The bike lanes continue 
west on Logan Street.

• The Windsor Road Bike Lanes consist of two 
segments totaling 1.4 miles:  Duncan Road to west 
of Mattis Avenue (0.9 miles), and First Street to 
Wright Street (0.5 miles).  The bike lanes continue 

east in Urbana.  This is part of the 7 mile Windsor 
Road Trail across Champaign-Urbana.

• The Windsor Road Divided Shared-Use Paths  
total 3.3 miles on both sides of the road from west 
of Mattis Avenue to Neil Street.  This is part of the 
7 mile Windsor Road Trail across Champaign-
Urbana.

• The Windsor Road Sidepath is a 0.5 mile shared-
use path on the south side of the road between 
Neil and First Streets.  This is part of the 7 mile 
Windsor Road Path Trail across Champaign-
Urbana.

Windsor Road Bike Lanes

Windsor Road Divided Shared-Use Path
White Street Bike Lanes

Walnut Street Bike Lane
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Urbana
The Urbana Park District maintains approximately 
4.6 miles of shared-use paths in six parks.  University-
owned trails in Urbana are detailed in the University 
of Illinois section.  There are approximately 20 miles 
of trails and bicycle infrastructure in the rest of the 
City of Urbana, including 14.6 miles of shared-use 
paths, 4.5 miles of on-street bike lanes, and 0.9 
miles of on-street shared lane markings (sharrows; 
see Map 10).  Some of these facilities connect to the 
Park District and University’s trails and greenways.

• The Amber Lane Sidepath is a 0.4 mile shared-
use path on the south side of the road between the 
Myra Ridge Drive Sidepath and the Stone Creek 
Boulevard Path.

• The Boulder Drive Sidepath is a 0.4 mile shared-
use path on the east side of the road between the 
Windsor Road Sidepath and the Atkins Development 
Path.

• The Church Street Sidepath is a 0.1 mile shared-
use path in Crystal Lake Park that connects the 
Orchard and McCullough Street Sidepaths.

• The Colorado Avenue Sidepath is a 0.5 mile 
shared-use path that connects the Philo Road 
Sidepath to the Stone Creek Boulevard Path.

• The Crestview Park Path is a 0.1 mile off-street 
shared-use path that runs through Crestview Park 
from Cottage Grove Avenue to the Philo Road 
Business District.

• The Crystal Lake Park Paths consist of 1.1 miles 
of off-street shared-use paths through Crystal Lake 
Park, passing the Lake House and Aquatic Center.

• The Florida Avenue Sidepath consists of two 
segments totaling a mile, both on the south side 
of the road:  from east of Abercorn Street to west 

of Kinch Street (0.5 miles), and from Lincoln 
Avenue to the west city limits (0.5 miles).  The 
sidepath continues west in Champaign as the 
Kirby Avenue Sidepath.

• The Goodwin Avenue Bike Lanes stretch 0.6 
miles from Springfield Avenue to Gregory Drive 
on the University of Illinois campus.  This was part 
of an award-winning Complete Street project 
completed in 2009.  

• The Goodwin Avenue Path is a 1 mile sidepath 
between Bradley and Springfield Avenues.  

• The High Cross Road Sidepath is a 0.6 mile 
sidepath on the west side of the road between 
Windsor Road and Village Inn Pizza.

• The Illinois Street Bike Lanes stretch 0.3 miles 
between Lincoln and Goodwin Avenues on the 
University of Illinois campus.

Goodwin Avenue Bike Lanes
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• The King Park Paths consist of 0.4 miles of shared-
use paths that wind around King Park, and connect 
to Lincoln and Goodwin Avenues.

• The Main Street Bike Lanes stretch 0.2 miles 
between Grove and Vine Streets.

• Marc Trail is a 0.6 mile off-street shared-use 
path in the South Ridge subdivision that connects 
to the Philo Road Sidepath. 

• The McCullough Street Sidepath is a 0.1 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road 
between the Penn Central Railroad tracks and 
Park Street.  It continues north as the Church 
Street Sidepath.

• The Meadowbrook Park Paths consist of 2.1 
miles of off-street and sidepath shared-use 
paths that wind through Meadowbrook Park and 
connect to the Race Street and Windsor Road 
Sidepaths.  This includes the Hickman Wildflower 
Walk, Prairie Path, and Sculpture Garden Path.

• The Myra Ridge Drive Sidepath is a 0.2 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road that 
connects the Amber Lane and Windsor Road 
Sidepaths.

• The Orchard Street Sidepath is a 0.1 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road 
between Church Street and Fairview Avenue.

Illinois Street Bike Lanes

Lierman Avenue Sidepath

• The Lierman Avenue Sidepath is a 0.5 mile shared-
use path on the east side of the road between Main 
and Washington Streets.

Prairie Path at Meadowbrook Park

King Park Path
Courtesy:  Urbana Park District
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• The Philo Road Bike Lanes stretch 0.9 miles from 
Washington Street to Harding Drive.

• The Philo Road Sharrows stretch 0.7 miles from 
Harding Drive to Windsor Road.

• The Philo Road Sidepath is a 1.3 mile shared-
use path on the east side of the road from 
Colorado Avenue to Marc Trail.

• The Race Street Bike Lanes & Sharrows stretch 
1.2 miles from Pennsylvania Avenue to Windsor 
Road.  The 1.1 miles of bike lanes are connected 
by the 0.1 miles of sharrows at the Florida Avenue 
intersection.

• The Race Street Sidepath consists of two 
segments totaling 1.2 miles:  on the west side of 
the road from Florida Avenue to Windsor Road 
(1 mile), and on the east side of the road from 
Windsor Road to the Meadowbrook Park Prairie 
Path (0.2 miles).

Orchard Street Sidepath

Philo Road Bike Lanes

Philo Road Sharrows

Philo Road Sidepath

Race Street Sidepath
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• The Smith Road Sidepath is a 0.04 mile shared-
use path on the west side of the road that connects 
the Florida Avenue Sidepath to the Stone Creek 
Boulevard Path.

• The South Ridge Park Trail is a 0.7 mile off-street 
loop shared-use path around South Ridge Park.

• The Stone Creek Boulevard Bike Lanes stretch 
0.1 miles from Stricker Lane to High Cross Road/
IL 130.  The bike lanes connect to the Stone Creek 
Boulevard Path on the west.

• The Stone Creek Boulevard Path is a 2.6 mile 
shared-use path in the median of the road between 
Windsor Road and Stricker Lane.

• The Pines Path is a 0.2 mile off-street shared-
use path in The Pines at Stone Creek Commons 
subdivision that runs from the Windsor Road 
Sidepath to Milo’s Restaurant.

• The Pines Pond Path is a 0.4 mile off-street shared-
use path around The Pines subdivision lake, and 
connects to the Boulder Drive Sidepath.

• The University Avenue Sidepath is a 0.2 mile 
shared-use path on the south side of the road 
between Mathews Avenue and Wright Street.

• The Victory Park Paths consist of 0.2 miles of 
off-street shared-use paths that wind through 
Victory Park.

• The Wal-Mart Path is a 0.3 mile off-street 
shared-use path on the north side of the Wal-
Mart property, east of High Cross Road/IL 130 
and south of the CSX Railroad right-of-way.

Stone Creek Boulevard Path

The Pines Path

Wal-Mart Path
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Washington Street Bike Lanes

• The Washington Street Bike Lanes & Sharrows 
stretch 0.5 miles from Philo Road to Vine Street.  
The 0.4 miles of bike lanes are complemented by 
0.1 miles of sharrows at the Philo Road and Vine 
Street intersections.

• The Windsor Road Bike Lanes stretch 0.9 miles 
from west of Race Street to Wright Street.  The bike 
lanes continue west in Champaign.  This is part of 
the 7 mile Windsor Road Trail across Champaign-
Urbana.

• The Windsor Road Sidepaths total 2.9 miles from 
High Cross Road/IL 130 to west of Race Street.  The 
sidepaths are on the north side of the road from 
High Cross Road/IL 130 to Myra Ridge Drive; both 
sides of the road from Myra Ridge Drive to Philo 
Road; the south side of the road from Philo Road 
to Race Street; and both sides of the road from 
Race Street to west of Race Street.  This is part of 
the 7 mile Windsor Road Trail across Champaign-
Urbana.
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Savoy
The Village of Savoy maintains 3.4 miles of trails 
and bicycle infrastructure, including 1.2 miles of 
shared-use paths, a 1.4 mile bike path, and 0.8 
miles of on-street bike lanes (see Map 11).  Some 
of these facilities connect to facilities in Champaign.

• The Burwash Park Paths consist of 0.3 miles of 
off-street shared-use paths through Burwash Park 
that connect to the Arbours subdivision.

• The Curtis Road Bike Lanes stretch 0.8 miles from 
Prospect Avenue to the west village limits.  The bike 
lanes continue west in Champaign.

• The Curtis Road Divided Shared-Use Paths total 
0.4 miles on both sides of the road between Wesley 
and Prospect Avenues, as well as the north side of 
the road from Propsect Avenue to west of Prospect 
Avenue.

• The Harold E. Ruppel Memorial Bike Trail consists 
of two bike path segments totaling 1.4 miles:  on 
the east side of Prospect Avenue from the north 
village limits to Curtis Road, and on the Prospect 
Avenue corridor from Curtis Road to the Savoy 
Recreation Center.  The bike path continues north 
in Champaign.

• The Prairie Fields Trail consists a 0.4 miles of 
shared-use paths in the Prairie Fields subdivision.  
This includes a sidepath on the west side of 
Prairie Rose Lane connecting to the new Carrie 
Busey Elementary School, and an off-street path 
extending west to Blazing Star Drive.

• The Prospect Avenue Sidepath is a 0.1 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road from 
the Savoy Recreation Center to Graham Drive.  It 
is an extension of the Harold E. Ruppel Memorial 
Bike Trail.

Harold E. Ruppel Memorial Bike Trail

Prospect Avenue Sidepath

Curtis Road Divided Shared-Use Path
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University of Illinois
The University of Illinois maintains 2.3 miles of trails 
and bicycle infrastructure in Champaign, including 
1.8 miles of bike paths and 0.5 miles of on-street 
bike lanes (see Map 12).

• The Armory Bike Path is a 0.3 mile University bike 
path that runs on the west side of the Armory and 
the south side of Armory Avenue to Wright Street.  
The path continues east in Urbana.

• The Euclid Street Bike Path is a 0.1 mile University 
bike path, stretching from the Lorado Taft Bike Path 
to Peabody Drive.

• The Fourth Street Bike Path is a 0.2 mile long 
University bike path on the east side of the road, 
connecting the Armory and Peabody Bike Paths.

• The Gregory Drive Bike Lanes stretch 0.5 miles 
from First Street to the east city limits.  The bike 
lanes continue east in Urbana.

• The Gregory Drive Bike Path is a 0.1 mile long 
University bike path on the north side of the road, 
connecting the Sixth Street Bike Path to the Main 
Library.

• The Lorado Taft Bike Path is a 0.4 mile University 
bike path on the Lorado Taft Drive corridor, with a 

spur to bike parking east of Sixth Street.  The path 
continues east in Urbana.

• The Peabody Bike Path is a 0.4 mile University 
bike path on the south side of Peabody Drive 
from the Activities and Recreation Center (ARC) 
to the east city limits.  The path continues east in 
Urbana.

• The Sixth Street Bike Path is a 0.2 mile University 
bike path on the east side of the road, connecting 
the Armory and Lorado Taft Bike Paths.

Armory Bike Path in Champaign

Lorado Taft Bike Path in Champaign

Peabody Bike Path in Champaign
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The University of Illinois maintains 6.5 miles of trails 
and bicycle infrastructure in Urbana, including 1.7 
miles of shared-use paths, 4.4 miles of bike paths, 
and 0.4 miles of on-street bike lanes (see Map 12).

• The Armory Bike Path is a 0.4 mile University bike 
path that runs east-west between Nevada Street 
and Gregory Drive, from the Gregory Bike Path 
to Wright Street.  It passes Busey-Evans Residence 
Halls, Foellinger Auditorium, and Gregory Hall.  
The path continues west in Champaign along 
Armory Avenue to the Armory.

• The Buell Bike Path is a 0.1 mile north-south 
University bike path that connects the Lorado Taft 
Bike Path to bike parking at Temple Buell Hall.

• The Dorner Bike Path consists of two University 
bike path segments totaling 0.3 miles:  the east side 
of Dorner Drive from Gregory Drive to Pennsylvania 
Avenue, and the Dorner Drive corridor from 
Pennsylvania Avenue to College Court.  It connects 
Campus Recreation Center East (CRCE) and the 
Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Halls (PAR).

• The Florida Avenue Bike Path is a 0.1 mile 
University bike path on the north side of the road 
from Lincoln Avenue to Virginia Drive.  It passes the 
Florida Avenue Residence Halls (FAR).

• The Green Street Bike Path is a 0.3 mile 
University bike path on the north side of the road 
from Loomis Laboratory to Wright Street.

• The Gregory Drive Bike Lanes stretch 0.4 miles 
from the Gregory Bike Path to the west city limits.  
The bike lanes continue west in Champaign.

• The Gregory Bike Path is a 0.1 mile University 
bike path on the Gregory Place/Street corridor.  
It runs north-south from Nevada Street to 
Gregory Drive.  It passes the Child Development 
Laboratory, Campus Recreation Center East 
(CRCE), and Allen Hall.

• The Illinois Bike Path is a 0.1 mile University bike 
path north of the Illinois Street corridor between 
Goodwin and Mathews Avenues, north of Burrill 
Hall.  The path connects to the Illinois Street Bike 
Lanes via the Goodwin Avenue Bike Lanes.

Armory Bike Path in Urbana

Green Street Bike Path

Gregory Bike Path
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• The Iowa Bike Path consists of 0.2 miles of 
University bike paths.  The mainline is north of the 
Iowa Street corridor between Lincoln Avenue and 
the Gregory Bike Path, north of Allen Hall and the 
Lincoln Avenue Residence Halls (LAR).  There are 
two spurs to the Gregory Bike Path.

• The Japan House Path is a 0.4 mile off-street 
loop shared-use path near Japan House in the 
Arboretum.

• The Lincoln Avenue Sidepath consists of two 
segments totaling 1.2 miles, both on the west side 
of the road:  from the Iowa Bike Path to Michigan 
Avenue (0.2 miles), and from Florida Avenue to 
Windsor Road (1 mile).

• The Lorado Taft Bike Path is a 0.2 mile University 
bike path on the Lorado Taft Drive corridor 
that runs across the South Quadrangle to the 
Mathews Bike Path.  The path continues west in 
Champaign.

• The Mathews Bike Path is a 0.8 mile University 
bike path on the Mathews Avenue corridor from 
Springfield Avenue to the Peabody Bike Path.

• The Ohio Bike Path consists of 0.2 miles of 
University bike paths.  The mainline is on the 
Ohio Street corridor between Lincoln Avenue and 
Gregory Drive, south of Allen Hall and Lincoln 
Avenue Residence Halls (LAR).  There is a spur to 
the McKinley Health Center.

Iowa Bike Path

Mathews Bike Path

Ohio Bike PathLincoln Avenue Sidepath
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• The Peabody Bike Path is a 0.2 mile University 
bike path on the Peabody Drive corridor that runs 
across the south side of the South Quadrangle 
to the Pennsylvania Avenue Bike Path.  The path 
continues west in Champaign.

• The Pennsylvania Avenue Bike Path is a 0.1 mile 
University bike path on the north side of the road 
between Dorner Drive and Goodwin Avenue.  This 
connects to the Dorner and Peabody Bike Paths.

• The Quad Path is a 0.2 mile University bike path 
that runs east-west across the Main Quadrangle 
from Mathews Avenue to Wright Street, and includes 
the Davenport Bike Path spurs to bike parking at 
Davenport Hall.

• The Springfield Avenue Bike Path is a 0.2 mile 
University bike path on the south side of the 
road from the Bardeen Quadrangle entrance to 
Goodwin Avenue.

• The Stoughton Bike Path consists of two University 
bike path segments totaling 0.2 miles:  an in-street 
contraflow bike path on the north side of Stoughton 
Street from Goodwin Avenue to its west terminus, 
and an off-street bike path on the Stoughton Street 
corridor from the street terminus to the Oval Allee.

• The Virginia Drive Bike Path consists of two 
University bike path segments totaling 0.2 miles, 
both on the east side of the road:  an in-street 

contraflow bike path from Pennsylvania Avenue 
to College Court, and an off-street bike path 
from College Court to Florida Avenue.  It passes 
the Florida Avenue Residence Halls (FAR).

• The Wright Street Sidepath is a 0.1 mile shared-
use path on the east side of the road between 
University Avenue and Clark Street.

• The Wright Street Bike Path consists of two 
University bike path segments totaling 0.5 miles, 
both on the east side of the road:  an off-street 
bike path from Clark Street to Springfield Avenue 
(0.2 miles); and an in-street contraflow bike path, 
separated from vehicular traffic by a median, 
from Green Street to Armory Avenue (0.3 miles).

Virginia Drive Bike Path

Wright Street Bike Path

Oval Allee Bike Path

• The Oval Allee Bike 
Path is a 0.2 mile 
University bike path 
on the Clark Street 
corridor that runs 
across the north side 
of the Oval Allee from 
Mathews Avenue to 
Wright Street.
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Mahomet
The Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
maintains 3.7 miles of shared-use paths in Lake 
of the Woods Forest Preserve in unincorporated 
Mahomet.  There are approximately 3.6 miles of 
shared-use paths in the Village of Mahomet (see 
Map 13).

• The Barber Park Path is a 0.1 mile shared-use 
path connecting the US 150 Path and Barber Park 
via an underpass.

• The Franklin Street Sidepath is a 0.1 mile shared-
use path on the south side of the road between 
Lombard Street/IL 47 and East Street.

• The IL 47 Path consists of two segments totaling 
a mile:  on the south side of Oak Street between 
Lombard and Division Streets, and on the east side 
of Division Street from Oak Street to the Sangamon 
River Greenway.

• The Lake of the Woods Road Path is a 0.3 mile 
sidepath on the west side of the road from US 150 
to Pearl Drive.

• The Riverbluff Path is a 0.2 mile off-street shared-
use path in the Lakes at Riverbend subdivision that 
runs from River Bluff Drive to Beaver Lake.

IL 47 Path

• The Tin Cup Road Sidepath is a 0.1 mile shared-
use path on the south side of the road from Tin 
Cup RV Park to the east edge of the Fox Run 
subdivision.

• The US 150 Path consists of two segments of 
sidepath and off-street shared-use paths totaling 
1.8 miles, both on the north side of Oak Street:  
from East Street, across the Sangamon River to 
the east edge of the Hunters Ridge subdivision 
(1.6 miles); and from the west edge of the 
Marathon gas station to Prairieview Road (0.2 
miles).  This includes a spur north into the Sandy 
Ridge subdivision.

US 150 Path

Bridge over the Sangamon River connecting 
East Street to the US 150 Path
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Rantoul
There are approximately 5.7 miles of shared-use 
paths in the Village of Rantoul (see Map 14).

• The Century Boulevard Sidepath is a 0.2 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road 
between Veterans Parkway and the John Baermann 
Parade Ground.

• The Chanute Air Museum Path is a 0.1 mile off-
street shared-use path that connects the South 
Recreational Facilities Path to the Chanute Air 
Museum.

• The Chanute Street Sidepath is a 0.03 mile 
shared-use path on the east side of the road that 
leads north from the Wabash Park-Youth Center 
Path at Urbana Avenue.

• The John Baermann Parade Ground Path consists 
0.3 miles of shared-use paths around the John 
Baermann Parade Ground.  This includes sidepaths 
on Borman Drive and Century Boulevard, and an 
off-street path on the north side of the parade 
ground.  The South Recreational Facilities Path runs 
on the east side of the parade ground.

• The Maplewood Detention Pond Paths consist 
of 1.1 miles of off-street shared-use paths 
around the Maplewood Detention Pond.  This 
includes spurs to Chanute Street, Magnolia Lane, 
Maplewood Drive and Prairie View Drive.

• The Maplewood Path consists of two segments 
totaling 0.9 miles:  a sidepath on the west side 
of the road from Clark Street to Veterans Parkway 
(0.8 miles), and an off-street shared-use path 
from Veterans Parkway to the Youth Center (0.1 
mile).

South end of Maplewood Path

John Baermann Parade Ground Path

North end of Maplewood Path
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• The South Recreational Facilities Path consists of 
1.8 miles of shared-use paths connecting Wabash 
Park to the recreational facilities in south Rantoul.  
This includes sidepaths on Urbana Avenue, Eagle 
Drive, Flessner Avenue, Century Boulevard, Keal 
Street, and Doolittle Boulevard; and spurs to 
the Forum Fitness Center, the Hap Parker Family 
Aquatic Center, and the Rantoul Public Library.

• The Veterans Parkway Sidepath is a 0.1 mile 
shared-use path on the south side of the road 
between Century Boulevard and the South 
Recreational Facilities Path on Eagle Drive.

• The Wabash Park Shared-Use Path is a 0.4 
mile shared-use path around the north, east, and 
south sides of Wabash Park.  This path connects 
to the South Recreational Facilities Path and the 
Wabash Park-Youth Center Path.

• The Wabash Park-Youth Center Path is a 0.7 
mile shared-use path connecting Wabash Park 
and the Youth Center.  It consists of sidepaths on 
Urbana Avenue, Chanute Street, and Veterans 
Parkway.

The Village of Rantoul also lists the following 
walking paths on the GT folding map.  These are 
not considered trails:

• The Rantoul Township High School Track is a 
0.3 mile track at Rantoul Township High School 
that is made available for walking and running.

• The Wabash Park Walking Paths consist of 0.4 
miles of walking paths in Wabash Park.

South Recreational Facilities Path

Wabash Park Shared-Use Path

South Recreational Facilities Path



Active Choices     

92

Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan Existing Conditions

Abiotic
Air Quality
The most recent data from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (IEPA) Air Quality Report shows 
that the Champaign-Urbana Metropolitan Area has 
been an air quality attainment area with acceptable 
air quality levels in 2008, 2009, and 2010 (IEPA 
2011).  Further data from this report reveals that the 
area exhibited Good air quality 74 percent of the year 
and Moderate air quality 26 percent of the year in 
terms of particulate matter pollution.  Between 2000 
and 2010, the percentage of days with Good air 
quality has generally decreased, Moderate air quality 
days have mostly increased, and there have been two 
years with days of air quality that were “Unhealthy for 
Sensitive Groups.” In fact, when comparing data from 
the years 2000 and 2010, the percentage of days 
with Good air quality has decreased more than 20 
percent (see Chart 1) (IEPA 2000-2010).     
  
Air Quality Regulation and Evaluation
Air quality is generally affected by weather conditions 
and topography, but also by the nature and intensity 
of pollutants.  Land development, employment 
opportunities and population growth can lead to an 
increase in automobile use (CCRPC 2009), which 
is a significant contributor to particulate matter and 
other air pollutants that decrease air quality (US EPA 
2012).   The total Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) in the 
Champaign-Urbana urbanized area was 1,993,121 
in 2005, and is predicted to be 3,291,578 in 2035 
without any changes in driving behavior (CCRPC LRTP 
2009).  Motorized transportation creates signficiant 
amounts of greenhouse gases, and the urbanized 

area’s transportation impacts all of Champaign 
County’s greenhouse gas emissions.  Having more 
days each year with Good air quality is preferable 
because these days pose little or no risk to residents, 
while Moderate air quality is acceptable, but may 
pose moderate health concerns for a small number 
of people sensitive to certain pollutants.  Air 
quality that is “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” is 
unsatisfactory because it increases the likelihood of 
respiratory symptoms and breathing discomfort in 
active children, older adults and people with heart 
or lung disease (AIRNow).    

The IEPA regulates over 200 hazardous air 
pollutants, including greenhouse gases like carbon 
dioxide, nitrous oxide and methane, to improve air 
quality (IEPA).   Primary and secondary standards 
have been established by the IEPA to protect 
public health and welfare factors such as visibility, 
comfort, animals and property (CCRPC 2009).  The 
IEPA determines air quality through data collected 
each year at 80 locations across the state, which 
is summarized in annual Air Quality Reports. The 
reports specifically address six criteria pollutants 
with established air quality standards:  particulate 
matter, ozone, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, 
carbon monoxide and lead.  

The Greenway to Better Air Quality
The continued planning and implementation of the 
greenways and trails system in Champaign County 
can reduce vehicle miles traveled by encouraging 
people to engage in active forms of transportation 
that positively change their health in complementary 

Existing Conditions:  Environment 
The following section details the existing environmental conditions for Champaign County, Illinois.  The 
environmental elements are divided into the abiotic features of air, water, wetlands, floodplains, soils, and 
topography; and biotic features of wildlife and areas of cultural, natural and archaeological significance.  
Each feature is described according to its current conditions and regulations with suggestions for monitoring 
and improving its quality by implementing regional greenways and trails across Champaign County.
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ways.  If a growing trail network enables and encourages 
more people to walk or bike as their primary form of 
travel, then there will be a reduction in vehicle miles 
traveled.  This can enhance air quality in the region 
through a decrease in the emission of air pollutants 
from vehicles (US EPA 2012).   Sustained, good air 
quality can make outdoor recreation more enticing and 
maintain or improve public health. The effectiveness 
of the greenways and trails system in Champaign 
County can be evaluated for air quality through the 
maintenance of the County’s air attainment status, the 
continued and acceptable Ozone levels according to 
State standards, and the increase in days of Good air 
quality each year.

All residents and visitors in our region should 
be viewed as potential users of the greenways 
and trails system.  Specific programs that target 
multimodal and active transportation like Park 
and Ride or the Safe Routes to Schools Program 
should be connected to the greenways and trails 
system to help establish it as an effective, regional 
transportation system.  The continued planning 
and implementation of bicycle, pedestrian, and 
multimodal programs, including plans listed in this 
plan’s Literature Review, in conjunction with the 
greenways and trails system in Champaign County 
can help support public health and good air quality 
now and in the future.   

Figure 1:  Champaign County Particulate Matter Air Quality Index Summaries
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Water Resources
The water resources of Champaign County include 
precipitation, flowing surface streams and subsurface 
aquifers within the following watersheds:  the Upper 
Sangamon, the Upper Kaskaskia River, the Embarras 
River, the Vermilion River and the Middle Wabash/Little 
Vermilion.  The major water resources within these five 
watersheds are the Sangamon River, the Kaskaskia 
River, and many other streams, drainage systems, 
lakes and ponds (see Map 16) (CCRPC 2010).   

The Mahomet Aquifer is one of the largest sand 
and gravel aquifers in the state and it supplies much 
of Champaign County with water.  Groundwater 
availability here describes the presence of groundwater, 
which is generally available in the County except 
the southeastern portions during dry or drought 
conditions.  Long-term observations of the Mahomet 
Aquifer reveal a decline in water elevations in the 
aquifer of approximately 50 feet since 1950, which 
may be attributed to an increase in water demand 
due to development in Champaign-Urbana.  Future 
development may have similar or greater effects on 
the aquifer (CCRPC 2010).   

Recent assessments found that nine streams including 
the Vermilion River, Salt Fork and Kaskaskia River 
are impaired for at least one of the following uses:  
primary contact, fish consumption, and aquatic life.  
Three lakes were also assessed as impaired:  Lake of 
the Woods for aesthetic quality and Crystal and Homer 
Lakes for fish consumption (IEPA 2010).  The potential 
sources of impairment are the deposit of pollutants 
from the air, agriculture, municipal point sources, and 
urban stormwater runoff (IEPA 2012).   

Water Quality Regulations and Evaluation
Water quality near transportation infrastructure 
can be compromised as water from storms carries 
oil, grease and toxic chemicals from roadways into 
water bodies.  Oil and grease are often leaked onto 
road surfaces from car and truck engines, spilled at 
fueling stations and discarded onto pavement or into 
storm sewers.  Heavy metals can originate from car 

and truck exhaust, worn tires, engine parts, brake 
linings, weathered paint and rust (US EPA 1995).   
Poor surface water quality can affect a water body’s 
potential use and impact groundwater quality, 
which is a major source of Champaign County’s 
drinking water (CCRPC 2010).   

The IEPA assesses and monitors water quality in 
Champaign County through 40 stations located in 
the area.  Surface waters are assigned a designated 
use by the Illinois Pollution Control Board for one 
or more of the following attributes:  aquatic life, 
primary contact (e.g. swimming), secondary contact 
(e.g. boating, fishing), public and food processing 
water supply, fish consumption and aesthetic quality 
(IEPA 2007).  If a water source exhibits poor quality 
for at least one of these designated uses, then it 
is categorized as impaired until water quality is 
restored.  Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) are 
set for each pollutant of impaired surface waters 
and for surface waters that do not meet applicable 
water quality standards.  TMDLs determine the 
greatest amount of a given pollutant a water body 
can absorb without violating water quality standards, 
and provides limits for point-source pollutants 
(from a specific source) and best management 
practices for non-point source pollutants (from 
numerous or unidentifiable sources) to improve 
water quality over time.  The IEPA releases two-
year water quality reports to track water quality and 
TMDL performance from the stations located in 
Champaign County.  Point source pollution emitters, 
such as concentrated animal feeding operations, 
are regulated and monitored through the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems permit 
program (CCRPC 2010).  These standards set 
pollution reduction goals to help improve the 
quality of impaired waters over time (IEPA TMDLs).

The Greenway to Healthier Water
A 2008 survey in the most recent Illinois Statewide 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan found 
that more than 75 percent of respondents across 
the state want more public access to lakes, rivers 
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Map 16:  Water Resources
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and streams, and believe that parks should be better 
maintained (WSRC 2009).  Another public perception 
survey by the Illinois Natural History Survey and 
Department of Natural Resources revealed that water 
quality was rated of highest importance from a list of ten 
community issues by 59 percent of respondents living in 
counties across Central Illinois, including Champaign 
County (Miller 2003).  Many of the recreational 
activities people enjoy in our greenways and trails 
system are enhanced through active transportation, 
which is any self-propelled, human-powered mode 
of transportation (CDC 2010).  This is because these 
modes emit fewer air pollutants and require fewer 
toxic chemicals to operate as motor vehicles, which 
could settle into waterways and degrade water quality. 
The effectiveness of the greenways and trails system 
in Champaign County can be evaluated for water 
quality through IEPA Water Quality Reports in terms 
of fully supporting each water body’s designated uses 
over time.  An increase in the acreage of vegetated 
buffers along waterways in the greenways and trails 
system can also be monitored as an indirect indicator 
of water quality protection.  

Bicycling and walking can encourage better water 
quality across the County, particularly in areas where 
non-point source pollution contributes to poor water 
quality.  The cumulative effects of individual users 
will be greater as more people choose to use these 
modes.  To this end, residents of Champaign County 
will be more likely to use greenways and trails if the 
system is well planned, longer, better connected, and 
aesthetically pleasing.

Conservation buffers are strips of vegetation placed 
in the landscape to influence ecological processes 
and provide a variety of goods and services to us, 
such as screening undesirable views and increasing 
habitat connectivity (Bentrup 2008).

Conservation easements are a voluntary, legally 
binding agreement that limits certain types of uses 
or prevents development from taking place on 
a piece of property now and in the future, while 
protecting the property’s ecological or open-space 
values (Nature Conservancy 2012).

Riparian corridors are transitional areas between 
those characterized by terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems (Bentrup 2008).

Establishing buffers, conservation easements or 
riparian corridors along water resources can protect 
against pollutant runoff and increase the vitality of 
the trail system.  Design pathways with plantings 
and landscape areas whenever possible to help 
green the trail system in urban and rural areas.  
Locate active transportation infrastructure through 
new developments near on-site water retention or 
detention areas to encourage local trail usage as 
well.   
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Wetlands
Wetlands are areas flooded by or saturated with 
surface water or groundwater to the extent that they 
generally support an ecosystem with a prevalence of 
plant life suited for saturated soil conditions (CWA 
1972).   Wetlands provide habitat for many species of 
plants and animals, help control stormwater runoff into 
streams (IDNR 1997); filter out nutrients, chemicals 
and particulate matter from water; can regulate water 
levels in aquifers; and offer many recreational activities 
to residents (IDNR Wetlands).  Champaign County 
has three types of wetlands:  shallow water wetlands, 
emergent wetlands and forested wetlands.  Although 
approximately 40-60 percent of Champaign County’s 
wetlands have been drained for agricultural or urban 
development (McCauley 2005), the Champaign-
Urbana Metro Planning Area contained 542 acres of 
wetlands or deep-water habitats (CCRPC 2009) with 
345 shallow water sites and 833 emergent sites in 
2009, more than half of which are less than an acre 
in size (see Map 17) (CCRPC 2010).  Between 2009 
and 2011, no existing wetland acreage was lost and 
three acres of wetlands were created in Champaign 
County (CUUATS 2011).    

Wetland Regulation and Evaluation
Damage to wetlands can take place during the 
development process when land on or near these 
sensitive environmental areas is converted to 
alternative uses.  Any wetland area where vegetation 
is removed or filled for development may experience 
a decrease or loss of ability to control flooding and 
erosion, to enhance water quality, and to provide 
habitat for wildlife.  In order to prevent this scenario, 
wetlands must be identified and protected during the 
due diligence process of any development project 
to help mitigate negative impacts to these sensitive 
environments.  

Five agencies regulate wetlands in Illinois:  the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and 
the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IDNR 

Wetlands 2012).  The Illinois Natural Resource 
Geospatial Data Clearinghouse uses information 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National 
Wetland Inventory and local agencies to help 
monitor the location, size and type of wetlands in the 
County (CCRPC 2009). Champaign County tracks 
wetlands every five years during the development of 
the Champaign-Urbana Long Range Transportation 
Plan (CUUATS 2011).    

The Greenway to Healthier Wetlands
Wetlands are a small but important part of the 
greenways and trails system of Champaign County.  
These environs can provide natural areas for cyclists 
and pedestrians to enjoy as they pass through, and 
offer hiking, wildlife viewing, and other recreational 
opportunities for those who choose to explore 
them.  Future expansion of the greenways and 
trails system in Champaign County may consider 
the preservation of wetlands as greenways and 
the connection to these natural areas through an 
environmentally sensitive manner.  Wetlands can be 
improved if natural vegetation around them such as 
open spaces and river way corridors are preserved 
or restored to help support their natural ecosystems.  
Assess wetland impacts in the planning, design, 
construction, and maintenance processes of any 
transportation improvement projects to maintain a 
healthy ecosystem.  Avoid the construction of new 
roadways that cross wetlands since these areas 
are sensitive to disturbances.  If construction or 
development must take place near wetlands, then 
it should be low impact development that does 
not obstruct stormwater management by wetland 
environments.  The greenways and trails system in 
Champaign County can be evaluated for its effect 
on wetland quality through the documentation of 
wetlands preserved now and in the future.   
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Map 17:  Wetlands
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Floodplains
Floodplains are flat lands near a river or stream 
channel that are inundated by water when the channel 
overflows due to geologic or hydrologic events, or 
anthropogenic activities.  Floodplains relieve pressure 
for inundated waterways by flooding, and can help 
settle out suspended silts from fast-moving water 
leaving behind fertile soils.  These conditions often 
encourage the growth of vegetated riparian corridors, 
which are riverine environments that provide habitat 
for many species, collect sediment and filter out 
pollutants that may enter the waterway.  In Champaign 
County, the 100-year floodplain has significant areas 
of bottomland soils, forest soils, woodland areas and 
grasslands (CCRPC 2010).  The most flood-prone 
areas in the Champaign-Urbana Metro Area are along 
the Kaskaskia River, where development pressures 
continue to increase, and in northeast Urbana, along 
the Saline Branch (see Map 18)(CCRPC 2009).       

Floodplain Regulation and Evaluation
The most common delineation of a floodplain is the 
100-year floodplain, which is an area that floods an 
average of once every 100 years or has a one percent 
chance of occurring in any given year (FEMA Flood 
Zone).  Development in floodplains can result in costly 
damages after a flood; therefore, most development 
should be planned outside floodplains to protect 
homeowners and natural habitats.  Automobiles in 
floodplain areas may become inundated, damaged, 
or destroyed during storm events, which can disrupt 
traffic flow, create congestion, increase travel time, 
and decrease travel speed.

The National Flood Insurance Program’s Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps that identify flood hazard 
conditions for Champaign County were updated by 
the Federal Emergency Management Administration 
(FEMA) in November 2009 (CCE Floodplain Info), 
and digital forms will likely be available in September 
of 2013 (FEMA Flood Map).  Champaign County 
currently regulates floodplain development in the 
Subdivision Ordinance through a permitting process 
supervised by the Zoning Administrator (CC Gov. 

2005), but should consider explicitly setting 
greenways and trails as a highest and best use for 
land in the floodplain.

The Greenway to Healthier Floodplains 
A trail for bicycle and pedestrian transportation 
set in a greenway harmonizes with and enhances 
natural areas.  The preservation of greenways 
encourages the revitalization of natural habitats 
and allows for natural flooding to take place 
without significant damage to people, property 
or transportation routes.  Greenway trails in a 
floodplain take up relatively little space, which 
allows for the revitalization of green, natural spaces 
around the route.  These trails will supplement the 
transportation network during normal conditions, 
offer enhanced recreational opportunities for 
people as areas are allowed to naturalize, and 
will not impede normal floodplain functions during 
flood conditions.
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Map 18:  Flood Prone Areas
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Topography & Soils
Champaign County is located in one of the 
flattest areas of Illinois, characterized by a glacial 
topography with 200-300 feet of moraines 
(accumulations of earth and stones carried and 
deposited by glacial movement), which are covered 
by as much as five feet of windblown soil known as 
loess.  The surface of the County generally slopes 
gently from north to south with a total elevation 
change of 230 feet (USDA 2001).  Champaign 
County’s soils are its most fundamental and 
prevalent natural resource and rank highly for 
agricultural production because of the rich mixture 
of physical, chemical and biological processes 
that have enhanced its productivity over time.  A 
large portion of these are known as hydric soils, 
which exhibit conditions of saturation, flooding or 
ponding intermittently throughout the year, develop 
anaerobic conditions within the top 20 inches of 
soil depth, and support vegetation adapted to 
these conditions.  Much of the soils have been 
drained or altered for agricultural activity and urban 
development over the past 150 years (CCEAP 
2004).  Approximately 94.6 percent of the farmland 
within the County is classified as Prime Farmland 
(USDA) and the County designated 70 percent of 
these lands as Best Prime Farmland (CCRPC 2010). 

Map 19 shows the four main types of soil in 
Champaign County.

The Drummer Series consists of very deep, poorly 
drained soils formed on nearly level or depressional 
parts of plains and stream terraces.  Most areas are 
cultivated with corn and soybeans and some areas 
are used for growing small grain or meadow.  Native 
vegetation in this soil type is hydrophytic grasses, 
reeds, and sedges.

The Varna Series consists of very deep, moderately 
well drained soils on plains.  Most areas are cultivated 
with corn, soybeans, small grain, and meadow.  
Native vegetation in this soil type is prairie grass.

The Flanagan Series consists of very deep, somewhat 
poorly drained soils on plains.  Most areas of 
Flanagan soils are used to grow corn and soybeans. 
Native vegetation in this soil type is prairie grasses.

The Elliott Series consists of very deep, somewhat 
poorly drained soils on plains.  Most areas are 
cultivated with corn, soybeans, small grain, and 
meadow.  Native vegetation in this soil type is prairie 
grasses.

Other soil types include:  Alvin, ambraw, ashkum, 
birkbeck, blackberry, blount, brenton, bryce, camden, 
campton, catlin, chatsworth, clare, dana, elburn, 
gravel pits, harpster, kendall, kishqaukee, la hogue, 
landfills, Martinsville, millbrook, mona, muskego, 
ockley, odell, ornarga, orthents, Ozaukee, pella, 
penfield, peotone, proctor, raub, rossburg, Russell, 
Sabina, sawmill, Selma, senachwine, sunbury, 
swygert, thorp, urban land, water, wyanet, and xenia.

Soil Regulation and Evaluation
Champaign County uses the Land Evaluation and 
Site Assessment (LESA) system to measure and 
classify land use, identify important farmland, and 
measure soil productivity.  It assigns the most fertile 
soil a value of 100 and ranks Best Prime Farmland 
85 or above, relative to the most fertile soil.  The 
Soil Survey of Champaign County also includes 
ratings of soil suitability based on soil characteristics 
for certain land uses such as agriculture, buildings, 
sanitary facilities and transportation infrastructure. 

The Greenway to Healthier Soils
The gentle slope and flat landscape of Champaign 
County lends itself to recreational and commuter 
cycling and walking.  The further growth of the 
greenways and trails system in Champaign County 
will help achieve compact and contiguous growth 
by developing amenity rich areas that people will 
want to live close to.  The continued planning and 
implementation of the greenways and trails system 
may help support active transportation and the 
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preservation of green space in the region.  This 
may prevent the need for automobile infrastructure 
like expansive roadways and parking lots that can 
cause high velocity runoff that scours the soil from 
the surface (CWC 1999).  Many of the soils in the 
county are suited for trail development and require 
little or no maintenance, but take preliminary 
precautions to ensure that trail soils are suitable 
for pedestrian and bike infrastructure.  Moderate 
sloping for drainage and the regular removal 
of obstructions will also keep the users of the 
greenways and trails system content (USDA 2001).     
    

Biotic
Wildlife & Habitat
Champaign County is in the Grand Prairie Region 
of Illinois (CCRPC 2010), a prairie grass area 
with a flat landscape, loess soil (also known as 
windblown silt) and poor natural drainage resulting 
in wet conditions during part of the year.  Big 
Bluestem and Indian grasses are the dominant 
species amongst approximately 1,190 plant species 
and over 100 bird species in the County (IPIN 
2007).  Wildlife habitat in Champaign County 
includes many forest, open space, wetland and 
grassland areas.  In Champaign County, some 
of the most viable wildlife habitats are in the 
floodplain forests and upland forests near the Saline 
Branch, Brownfield Woods and Trelease Woods.  
These habitats are breeding grounds, migration 
corridors, seasonal territories and refueling areas 
for migratory birds and many other species (CCRPC 
2010).  Unfortunately, the natural functioning 
of these ecosystems has been compromised by 
fragmentation due to development.

Wildlife Habitat Regulation and Evaluation
At the State level, the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Board (IESPB) determines which plant 
and animal species are threatened or endangered  
in Illinois and offers guidance to the Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) for conservation efforts.  

As of 2011, 9 species were threatened and 11 
species were endangered in Champaign County 
according to the IESPB.  Government agencies 
are mandated by the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Act to seek consultation through the 
IDNR’s Ecological Compliance Assessment Tool 
on any development action that changes existing 
environmental conditions in a way that impacts 
state-listed threatened or endangered species 
(IDNR 2012).  At the federal level, endangered 
and threatened species are regulated by the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1972.  As of 
June 2012, two species are listed as threatened 
and one species is listed as endangered by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  Any 
agency developing near or on the habitat of a 
federally listed species must seek consultation 
and development permits with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

The Greenway to Healthier Wildlife
The protection of natural areas and open space 
around greenways and trails will encourage 
the regrowth of native wildlife habitats.  The 
diversification of species within these habitats 
provides opportunities for enjoyment of wildlife 
near trails and in greenways by residents, while 
strengthening the ecosystems of natural areas for 
many species.  Growth in greenways and trails 
acreage can be an indicator of available wildlife 
habitat, since these areas also provide homes for 
flora and fauna, especially when they are utilized 
for less-intensive land uses.  Construct development 
and transportation infrastructure with sensitivity 
to existing environmental conditions and wildlife 
habitats to minimize habitat fragmentation, loss 
and degradation and subsequent animal mortality.    
The quality of wildlife habitat can be evaulated 
by the amount of contiguous, natural land along 
Champaign County’s Greenways & Trails system.
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Areas of Cultural, Natural & 
Archeological Significance
Areas of cultural, natural, and archeological 
significance are buildings, sites, districts, structures 
and objects that are significant to the history, 
architecture, archeology, culture or science at the 
national, regional or local level.  Historic sites of 
local significance in Champaign County include 
the Sadorus Pioneer Marker, where a tablet set in 
a boulder commemorates the oldest permanent 
settler; the Lincoln Farewell Message Marker in the 
Railway Station in Tolono; the Eighth Judicial Circuit 
Boundary Marker, where Lincoln traveled as an 
attorney; and Old Homer Park, which was formerly 
the park of the Illinois Traction System of passenger 
train cars (CCRPC LRMP 2010).  A comprehensive 
list of these sites is provided in the Natural Areas 
Inventory in the following section.  

Regulation and Evaluation of Areas of Cultural, 
Natural, and Archeological Significance
The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
(IHPA) regulates areas with high probability of 
archaeological resources.  In Champaign County, 
these areas are found up to 500 yards within 
the adjoining bluff line crest of the Kaskaskia 
River and 300 yards within the same bluff crest 
line of all other rivers within Champaign County.  
The Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
manages the forest preserves in the County, the 
respective municipal Park Districts manage urban 
parks and other areas of local historic, cultural 
or natural significance in conjunction with local 
governments.

The Greenway to Healthier Areas of Cultural, 
Natural, and Archeological Significance
Impacts from development and transportation can 
damage, destroy or remove areas of historical 
and natural significance and the environments 
that surround them.  Greenways and trails can 
help preserve the quality of significant areas by 

encouraging people to use transportation modes 
that do not emit pollutants which can degrade the 
quality of significant areas.  The preservation of 
natural areas around significant sites and structures 
can also help maintain their inherent significance 
over time.  The effectiveness of Champaign 
County’s Greenways and Trails system can be 
evaluated for significant area quality by the number 
of important sites connected to the Greenways and 
Trails system and the system’s planned extension to 
include more of these sites.  The acreage of natural 
areas preserved around these sites can also be an 
indicator of their quality.
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Greenways and Trails Plan Update Needs Assessment  

Greenways and trails are important for many Champaign County residents because they believe this 

system improves their quality of life.1  The system also provides people with the opportunity to engage 

in active transportation when they travel around the County as an alternative to automobiles.    Given 

this significance, this needs assessment is an effort to gauge the provision of the public greenways and 

trails for people in the County.  In the following sections, the connectivity and accessibility of our 

greenways and trails system is examined.  These two indicators help evaluate how pedestrians and 

cyclists experience our current system; what type of infrastructure is available to these users; and where 

there are missing links in the system.   This analysis will help determine how the system can be 

maintained currently and improved in the future to better serve the people of Champaign County. 

Greenways and Trails Connectivity 

Connectivity is the capacity to move from one place to another in a system.  The greenways and trails 

in Champaign County together create a comprehensive system with many ways to travel between 

each segment.  A critical step for improving this system is examining where current connectivity is low, 

medium and high.  Once the quality of connectivity is established for greenways and trails, 

improvements to the system can be addressed where additional connectivity is most necessary.   

Trails Connectivity 

For the purpose of this analysis, the connectivity of the trails is measured according to the system’s 

integration into existing road infrastructure, since people often use the road network to travel to and 

from the trails.2  Chances are a cyclist will ride on the roads to reach bicycle infrastructure and a 

pedestrian will travel on a sidewalk along a road to reach a shared-use path.   

The following spatial analysis examines the density of connection points per square mile of block 

groups in the County to measure trail connectivity.  This will clarify how travelers interact with the trails 

system through connection points (i.e. entrances, exits, and intersections with the road network), and 

where connectivity of trails can be improved to enhance the regional system (Figure 1).   

Greenways Connectivity 

Champaign County trails connectivity is used in this analysis to determine the connectivity of 

greenways in the system (Figure 1).  Greenways are often destinations in the greenways and trails 

system and not a means of travel.  However, the existence of a trail network near a greenway and the 

quality of the trail’s connectivity may increase the connectivity of the greenway to the greenways and 

trails system.  Imagine if there are no trails near a greenway, then people must use sidewalks or the 

                                                           
1 CCRPC.  Champaign County Greenways & Trails Plan.  Appendix 3:  Resident Survey.  February 2004. 

2 Victoria Transportation Policy Institute.  Roadway Connectivity:  Creating More Connected Roadway and 

Pathway Networks.  Web accessed 2012.  http://www.vtpi.org/tdm/tdm116.htm  

http://www.vtpi.org/tdm/tdm116.htm
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road network to reach other segments of the greenways and trails system.  If there are trails near the 

greenway, then people can use this infrastructure to connect to the regional system.3    

Figure 1 

    

Trails Connectivity Analysis Results 

Connectivity in the Champaign County trails system is generally limited to Champaign, Urbana, 

Rantoul and Mahomet, as trail infrastructure is lacking in the other municipalities (Figure 2).  In 

Champaign and Urbana, the highest connectivity exists near downtown Champaign, the University of 

Illinois, and along Philo Road, due to the trail infrastructure integration into the roadways in the area 

(Figure 3).   

Connectivity is low in portions of northwest Champaign, western Champaign, central Urbana, and 

southern Savoy because of the lack of trail infrastructure, although these areas may make up for low 

trail infrastructure connectivity with complete streets in a grid-like, dense street network, which are 

often more bicycling and walking-friendly. 4    Mahomet has high connectivity near the center of the 

Village, and fair connectivity in the surrounding areas, except in the southern portions (Figure 4).  

Rantoul has high connectivity in its central and southern areas, but lacks connectivity in the north, 

southwest and southeast (Figure 5).   

Future Research 

A complete ArcGIS sidewalk layer would help assess pedestrian access to the trails system more 

accurately.  Currently, this layer is being developed for the urbanized area, but could be expanded to 

include the remainder of Champaign County for future research on regional transportation systems. 

Certain areas with low trails connectivity may not need more trail infrastructure if road characteristics 

are present that make bicycling and walking easier, such as a well-connected street network, complete 

streets, dense streets, and/or low average daily traffic. These areas of the street network should be 

                                                           
3 Please refer to the appendix for the complete trails and greenways connectivity analysis methodology.    

 

4 Smart Growth America.  Complete Streets: Fundamentals.  Web accessed 2012.  

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/cs/cs-brochure-features.pdf.  

http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/cs/cs-brochure-features.pdf
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studied further to assess options for making bicycling and walking more connected to the existing trails 

system.  

Connectivity throughout the Champaign County trails system may be improved by using the signage 

described in the Greenways & Trails Design Guidelines, Logos and Signage document.  The trails in 

the system can be better connected if information is given location and directional information about 

their current location and destinations.  This is especially true for areas that are connections between 

segments of the trails system without actual trail infrastructure. 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 

 

Mahomet Trails Connectivity Index (By 2010 Census Block Group) 
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Figure 5 

 



8 
 

Greenways Connectivity Analysis Results 

The most connected greenways in Champaign County are situated in Champaign and Urbana (Figure 

6).  These places are well served by road infrastructure and the trail network with many intersections 

with the street network throughout.  The medium connectivity greenways are situated in Champaign, 

Urbana, Rantoul and Mahomet (Figure 7).  These greenways are connected to road infrastructure or 

the trails network, but lack the density of intersections present in the high connectivity greenways.  

Greenways in the remaining areas of Champaign County have low connectivity to the trails system 

(Figure 8).  The twenty largest greenways with low connectivity are shown in the map.   These areas 

are generally in the rural municipalities or Champaign County Forest Preserves and are in block 

groups without trail infrastructure.   

Future Research 

A comprehensive, County-wide sidewalk network would help more accurately evaluate the connectivity 

of the greenways system.  This data would help explain the ability of pedestrians to connect to the 

system.   

As the greenways system becomes more integrated into the trails system, research on which greenways 

contain trails and how long this trail infrastructure reaches outside the greenway would be an 

important measure of greenway connectivity to the regional system. 

 

Greenways and Trails Accessibility Opportunities 

Improved connectivity of trails in urban areas between existing infrastructure is a short term 

opportunity for increasing the connectivity of the greenways and trails system.  Places where streets are 

safe, convenient and accessible to bicyclists, pedestrians and people with disabilities may not need 

enhanced infrastructure immediately, but signage to provide wayfinding for regional travelers may be 

useful.   

Medium connectivity greenways should be connected to high and low connectivity greenways through 

trail infrastructure in the medium-term to strengthen regional connections between greenways and 

trails.   

Over the long-term, infrastructure should be planned and built in rural areas to connect low 

connectivity trails and greenways to existing greenways and trails infrastructure. 
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Figure 6 
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Figure 7 
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Figure 8 
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Greenways and Trails Accessibility 

Accessibility is the ability to reach and use infrastructure within a system according to physical distance 

from the infrastructure.5  Households are often the place where people make the choice to drive, walk 

or bicycle to their destinations.  One factor that may affect this decision is distance from different types 

of transportation infrastructure.  A distance of quarter mile is generally how far people will walk to use 

transportation infrastructure6 and is used as a baseline for walking.  A distance of a half-mile is 

generally a distance that makes people more willing to cycle7 and is used as a baseline for cycling.  

For the purpose of this analysis, the accessibility of the Champaign County greenways and trails 

system is defined as the number of households within a walking or biking distance from the 

infrastructure (Figure 9).  The accessibility of greenways and trails were studied independently to assess 

the provision of each for people in Champaign County.  

Figure 9 

  

Trails Accessibility Analysis Results 

In Champaign County, 45 percent of households have access to walk/biking access trails and 69 

percent have biking access to bicycle or shared-use trails.  Table 1 provides a comprehensive analysis 

of trails accessibility in the County for areas with accessible parcels.  Figure 10 shows a comparison of 

the share of walk/bikeable and bikeable households for each place with trails accessibility within 

Champaign County.  Accessibility to the Champaign County trails system is highest in Champaign, 

Urbana, Savoy, Mahomet and Rantoul (Figure 11).  Outside of these areas, accessibility to trails is 

generally lacking because of the absence of trail infrastructure.   

In Champaign, residences in the south, southwest, and east have the greatest walking accessibility to 

walking trails (Figure 12).  Bicycle infrastructure also exists in these areas and extends into central 

Champaign and near the University of Illinois.  Portions of central, northern and western Champaign 

lack access to trail infrastructure completely.   

                                                           
5 Litman, Todd. Evaluating Accessibility for Transportation Planning:  Measuring People’s Ability to Reach 

Desired Goods and Activities.  Victoria Transport Policy Institute:  Sept. 10, 2012. 

6 Tresidder, Mike. Using GIS to Measure Connectivity: An Exploration of Issues. Portland State University: Dec. 

2005. 

7 Vernez-Moudon, A.V., Lee, C., Cheadle, A.D., et al., 2005. Cycling and the built environment, a US 
perspective. Transp. Res. Part D 10, 245–261. 



13 
 

In Urbana, walking accessibility to the trails system is high near the University of Illinois and in the 

south and southwestern parts of the City.  Bicycle access is high in these areas as well with additional 

access for bicycles in the central and southern parts of the City.  Access to trails infrastructure is 

generally missing in the northeastern portions of Urbana.  Savoy has high accessibility for bicycles and 

walking throughout most of the Village, except in the southeast and southwest.   

Mahomet and Rantoul have walking and bicycling accessibility in their central sections (Figures 13 & 

14).  Walking and bicycle accessibility also exists for households along a southwest to northeast axis in 

both municipalities.  Accessibility for both modes is lacking for residences in the northwestern and 

northern portions of both places.     

Table 1 

Trails Accessibility Analysis Results by Place 
Place Name Total HH* Walk/Bikeable HH % Total Bikeable HH % Total 

Ch. Co. 86,246 38,560 45% 59,304 69% 
Champaign 33,681 17,224 51% 28,019 83% 

Urbana 19,858 14,080 71% 19,108 96% 
Savoy 3,087 1,473 48% 2,556 83% 

Rantoul 5,438 2,047 38% 3,890 72% 
Mahomet 2,579 1,303 51% 2,051 80% 

*Households (HH) are at least partially within each respective place. 

Figure 10 
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Future Research 

Accessibility measured with a buffer is a fair measure of how people will reach trails infrastructure, but 

fails to take into account the road and sidewalk infrastructure people will use between home and the 

trails.  A network analysis of this infrastructure with a countywide sidewalk layer, intersection ramps 

layer, and streets layer would be helpful for determining how people actually access the trails and not 

simply their distance from them.  This type of analysis would also allow other obstacles to be 

considered such as highways, roads with high motor vehicle traffic, railroads, places that lack 

sidewalks and other considerable challenges for pedestrians, people with disabilities and cyclists 

attempting to access trail infrastructure.  

An analysis that includes demographic information about populations near the trails infrastructure 

would reveal more about where accessibility should be improved for the system.  Places with 

characteristics such as lower incomes or lack of motor vehicle access should be considered in 

decisions about bicycle or pedestrian infrastructure. 

Shared-use paths help create access for everyone and may encourage more support of the trails 

system in the future.  These paths should be studied more for their effects on pedestrian-bicycle 

interactions and safety benefits.  Bicycle-only infrastructure is also important in areas where we would 

like to encourage bicycle use in a safe and efficient manner on pre-existing street infrastructure that is 

unsafe for bicycles.   
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Figure 11
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Figure 12
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Figure 13
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Figure 14

 



19 
 

Greenways Accessibility Analysis Results 

In Champaign County, 72 percent of households are within a walk/biking distance of a greenway and 

90 percent are within a biking distance. Table 2 is a comprehensive analysis of greenways accessibility 

in Champaign County by municipality.  Figure 15 provides a comprehensive analysis of greenways 

accessibility for the most populous municipalities in the County  

Access to greenways for bicyclists is generally better than it is for trails since greenway infrastructure is 

more pervasive in the County, particularly because rural households have access to large greenways 

and/or town parks outside of Champaign, Urbana, Savoy, Mahomet and Rantoul (Figure 16). In 

Champaign, household walking access to greenways is widespread, except for portions of the center, 

southern center and west (Figure 17).  Access to bicycle infrastructure is available throughout the City 

with the exception of small portions of western and southern Champaign.  The City of Urbana has 

widespread walking access to greenway infrastructure and bicycling access to nearly all households 

with the exception of those in the eastern extremities.  Households in Savoy have walking access to the 

greenways in all but small parts of the southeastern and southwestern parts of the Village.  Bicycle 

access is also available for most households except those in the southern portions.  Bicycle and 

walking accessibility for households in Mahomet and Rantoul follow a pattern similar to trails 

accessibility with pedestrian and bicycle access following an axis from southwest to northeast (Figures 

18 &19).  Some households in the southeast and southwest in Mahomet lack any access to 

greenways, while households in the eastern and western portions of Rantoul lack access.     
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Table 2 

Champaign County Greenways Analysis Results by Place 

Place Name Total HH* Walk/Bikeable HH % Total Bikeable HH % Total 

Ch. Co. 86,246 61,870 72% 77,192 90% 

Champaign 33,681 27,975 83% 33,177 99% 

Urbana 19,858 16,557 83% 19,401 98% 

Rantoul 5,438 4,215 78% 5,319 98% 

Savoy 3,087 2,660 86% 3,035 98% 

Mahomet 2,579 1,998 78% 2,490 97% 

St. Joseph 1,548 805 52% 1,465 95% 

Tolono 1,456 708 49% 1,264 87% 
Fisher 783 272 35% 641 82% 
Philo 578 298 52% 556 96% 

Homer 552 299 54% 522 95% 
Sidney 541 208 38% 473 87% 

Thomasboro 541 153 28% 458 85% 
Gifford 439 81 19% 183 42% 
Ogden 347 156 45% 321 93% 

Pesotum 264 95 36% 229 87% 
Sadorus 215 120 56% 215 100% 

Bondville 204 145 71% 175 86% 
Broadlands 193 110 57% 193 100% 

Ivesdale 157 105 67% 156 99% 
Royal 152 69 45% 152 100% 

Longview 124 117 94% 124 100% 
Foosland 65 65 100% 65 100% 

*Households (HH) are at least partially within each respective place. 
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Figure 15 

 

 

Future Research 

Much like the trails accessibility, greenway accessibility measured with a buffer is a fair measure of 

how people will reach greenways, but fails to take into account the road and sidewalk infrastructure 

people will use between home and the green space.  A network analysis of this infrastructure with a 

countywide sidewalk layer, intersection ramps layer, and trails infrastructure layer would be helpful for 

determining how people actually access the greenways and not just their distance from them.  This 

type of analysis would also allow other obstacles to be considered such as highways, roads with high 

motor vehicle traffic, railroads, places that lack sidewalks and other considerable challenges for 

pedestrians, people with disabilities and cyclists attempting to access trails infrastructure.  

An analysis that includes demographic information about populations near the greenways 

infrastructure would reveal more about where connections should be created for the system.  

Specifically, data about low income households or populations without access to vehicles would help 

illuminate where the need for increased trail infrastructure in and near greenways may be necessary. 
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Town parks are an important part of the greenways system in Champaign County.  They provide 

access to the more rural households of the County, but should be provided better connectivity to the 

greenways and trails system.  Trail connections should be considered in town parks to provide greater 

regional access to people across the County. 

Mixed use tax parcels are difficult to assess with the current residential tax parcels layer.  This layer 

should be further researched to assess the amount of residences and businesses within mixed use 

parcels like those in downtown Champaign and Urbana. 

 

Greenways and Trails Accessibility Opportunities 

The accessibility to trails for low access residential parcels should be enhanced in urban areas by 

continuing to plan and create greenways and trails infrastructure.   

Trail infrastructure should be planned and built in rural areas to increase the regional accessibility of 

the system across Champaign County.   

Complete streets projects should be encouraged and cataloged if they are to be a proxy for trail 

infrastructure in the region.   
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Figure 16
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Figure 17
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Figure 18
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Figure 19
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APPENDIX 

Trails Connectivity Analysis Methodology 

The following layers were used for this portion of the needs assessment: 

 Municipal boundaries 

 Champaign County streets 

 Champaign County trails 

 Champaign County 2010 Census block groups 

 

1. Use the Feature Vertices to Points tool with the Champaign County trails layer as the Input Feature 

and name the Output Feature Class “Trails_Dangle_Points.”  Select the Point Type as “Dangle” 

and run the tool.   

a. This will give you the entrances and exits for each trail segment.   

b. Some of the dangle points may need to be edited if trail segments are drawn with 

breaks in a contiguous trail. 

2. Use the Intersect tool to find the areas where the Champaign County streets and Champaign 

County trails layers intersect each other.  Set both layers as Input Features in the tool, name the 

Output Feature Class “StreetTrails_Intersect,” make sure the JoinAttributes is on “All,” and set the 

Output Type as “points.” 

a. This output will provide the intersection points between the trail system and the street 

network.  These points are crucial for providing connectivity to the greenways and 

trails system. 

b. Some of the points will need to be edited, particularly on round line segments where 

the tool will insert too many intersection points. 

3. Now that you have all the connectivity points for the trails layer (street/trails intersects & dangle 

points) you will need to spatially join this information to the layer for the 2010 Census block 

groups.  In the Spatial Join tool, set the 2010 Census blocks groups as the target layer, the 

StreetTrails_Intersect layer as the Join Features, and name the Output Feature Class “Spatial Join 

w/o Dangle Pts.”  Make sure the Join Operation setting is on “JOIN_ONE_TO_ONE.”   

4. Repeat this step with the output feature class as the Target Feature and the Trails_Dangle_Points 

layer as the Join Feature.  Name the output feature “Trails with Connectivity Points.” 

5. Open the attribute table of the Trails with Connectivity Points layer and create a new field named 

“TOT_CONN_PTS.”  Use the field calculator to create an equation that adds the two Join_Count 

fields.   

6. Create another field called AREA_SQMI, and use the Calculate Geometry function to calculate 

the area in square miles of each block group. 

7. Finally, create another field called PTS_PER_SQMI and use the field calculator to create the 

equation TOT_CONN_PTS/AREA_SQMI.   

a. This will give you the connectivity points per square mile for each Census block group.  
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8. Some of the block groups in the county are within a close distance to connectivity points in other 

block groups, particularly for those block groups that have trails along their borders.   To account 

for this, select the block groups with zero connection points and create a layer from this selection.   

9. Use the Select by Location function to select features from StreetTrails_Intersect and 

Trails_Dangle_Points layers based on the block group selection layer as the Source layer.  Set the 

Spatial selection method as “Target layer(s) features are within a distance of the Source layer 

feature,” check the “Apply a search distance” box, and set the distance as 50 feet. 

a. This output shows you the connection points on the fringe of block groups without any 

points, which should not be overlooked in the connectivity process. 

10. Update the TOT_CONN_PTS column for each block group that has adjacent points and use the 

field calculator again to calculate the TOT_CONN_PTS/AREA_SQMI. 

11. Symbolize your results according to INT_PER_SQMI with these breaks: 

i. 0 – Low Connectivity 

ii. 1-50 – Medium Connectivity 

iii. 51-256 – High Connectivity 

 

Greenways Connectivity Analysis Methodology 

The following layers were used for this portion of the needs assessment: 

 The results of the Trails Connectivity Analysis 

 Champaign County Public Greenways 

 Champaign County Town Parks 

 

1. Begin the analysis with the results of the Trails Connectivity Analysis. 

2. Open the attribute table of the Connectivity Index layer and select the rows with “0” under the 

“PTS_PER_SQMI” column. 

3. Create a layer from this selection and label it “Low Connectivity BG” 

4. Use the Select by Location feature to select features the Public Greenways and Town Parks layers 

within the Low Connectivity BG source layer.  Be sure to set the Spatial Selection Method to 

“Target layer(s) are within the Source layer feature.” 

a. This will provide you with all the greenways that have low access through the trails 

system. 

5. Create selections from the Champaign County Public Greenways and Town Park layers and label 

them “Low Connectivity Greenways” and “Low Connectivity Town Parks.” 

6. Open the attribute table of the Connectivity Index layer and select the rows within the 

“PTS_PER_SQMI” column that are greater than 0 and less than or equal to 50.   

7. Create a layer from this selection and label it “Medium Connectivity.” 

8. Repeat Step 4 with the Medium Connectivity layer. 

a. This will provide you with all the greenways that have medium access through the trails 

system. 
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9. Create selections from the Champaign County Public Greenways and Town Park layers and label 

them “Medium Connectivity Greenways” and “Medium Connectivity Town Parks.” 

10. Open the attribute table of the Connectivity Index layer and select the rows with in the 

“PTS_PER_SQMI” column that are greater than 50 and less or equal to 256. 

11. Create a layer from this selection and label it “High Connectivity.” 

12. Repeat Step 4 with the High Connectivity layer. 

13. Create selections from the Champaign County Public Greenways and Town Park layers and label 

them “High Connectivity Greenways” and “High Connectivity Town Parks.” 

14. Symbolize the layers to show the various block groups and greenways according to their access 

type:  low connectivity, medium connectivity, and high connectivity. 

a. This will tell you which greenways are most connected to the street system and trails 

infrastructure.    

 

Trails Accessibility Analysis Methodology 

The following layers were used for this portion of the needs assessment: 

 Municipal boundaries 

 Champaign County streets 

 Champaign County trails 

 Champaign County housing by tax parcel  

 

1. The Champaign County tax parcels layer includes the following household (HH) data: 

a. 1100 Single Family Rental Dwelling (includes vacant lots); 1 HH 

b. 1150 Owner/Occupied Single Family Dwelling; 1 HH 

c. 1200 Duplex Rental Dwelling; 2 HH 

d. 1250 Owner/Occupied Duplex Dwelling (Owner resides in ½); 2HH 

e. 1300/1350 Apartment – 3 to 7 Dwelling Units; 5 HH 

f. 1400/1450 Apartment – 8 or more Dwelling Units; 8 HH 

g. 1500/1600 Group home – Fraternity – Sorority; Individually counted 

h. 1700/1750 Mobile Home Park; Individually counted 

i. 1800 Condominium Rental Dwelling; Individually counted 

j. 1850 Owner/Occupied Condominium Dwelling; Individually counted 

k. 3000/3050 Owner/Occupied Commercial Use (Containing a Dwelling); Individually 

counted 

l. 6000/6005 Properties Exempt from Taxation; Individually counted; 1 HH 

m. 8150 Agricultural Use With Owner/Occupied Dwelling (10 Acres or Greater); 1 HH 

2. Open the CC trails layer and select the path types that allow walking:   

a. 1. Shared-Use Path (sidepath);  

b. 2. Divided Shared-Use Path;  

c. 3. Shared-Use Path (off-street); and  

d. 7. Walking Path.   
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3. Create a new layer from this selection called “Pedestrian Paths.” 

4. Use the Select by Location function with the Selection method as “select features from,” the Target 

layer as “Champaign County housing by tax parcels,” the source layer as “Pedestrian Paths,” and 

use the Spatial selection method of Target layer features are within a distance of source layer.”  

Set the search distance to 0.25 miles. 

a. The output of this will give you the residential tax parcels that are within a walking 

distance (0.25 mi) of trails infrastructure. 

5. Create a new layer from this selection called “Walkable HH.”  Use the summary statistics on the 

“units” column in the attribute table to find out how many households are walkable in the County. 

6. Repeat Step 2 for biking paths and use the following path types: 

a. 1. Shared-Use Path (sidepath);  

b. 2. Divided Shared-Use Path;  

c. 3. Shared-Use Path (off-street);  

d. 4. Bike Path 

e. 5. UIUC Bike Path 

f. 6. Bike Lanes (on-street) 

g. 8. Shared Lane Markings (sharrows) 

7. Repeat Step 3 and label the selection “Bicycle Paths.” 

8. Repeat Step 4 and use a 0.5 mile buffer for the search distance. 

9. Repeat Step 5 and call they layer “Bikeable HH.”  Use the summary statistics on the “units” 

column in the attribute table to find out how many households are bikeable in the County. 

10. The total households with access to walking and biking paths in Champaign County are listed 

below: 

a. Total Households – 86,246 

b. Walking paths – 38,515 households or 45% of the total  

c. Biking paths – 59,304 households or 69% of the total  

11. These layers can be used to isolate the total, walkable and bikeable households for each 

municipal area within Champaign County. 

 

Greenways Accessibility Analysis Methodology 

Begin with the following layers: 

 Municipal Boundaries 

 Champaign County Greenways 

 Champaign County Forest Preserve Boundaries 

 Champaign County Town Parks 

 Champaign County Residential Parcels 

 

1. Open the attribute table for the Champaign County greenways layer and select all the rows with a 

“1” in the column labeled “Type.”  Create a layer from this selection and title it “Public 
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Greenways no FP.” This will give you all the public greenways in Champaign County, not 

including the Champaign County Forest Preserves. 

2. Use the Merge tool to combine the Public Greenways no FP layer with the Forest Preserve 

boundaries, and title the output “Public Greenways.” 

3. Use the Buffer (Analysis) tool to create a ¼ mile buffer around the Public Greenways layer.  Be 

sure to set the Dissolve Type to “All,” and label the Output Feature Class as 

“Public_GW_QtrMiBuff.” 

4. Repeat Step 3 with the Champaign County Town Parks layer and label the Output Feature Class 

as “TP_QtrMiBuff.” 

5. Next, repeat Steps 3 & 4 for the respective layers, but this time with a ½ mile buffer and label the 

outputs “Public_GW_HalfMiBuff” and “TP_HalfMiBuff.” 

6. Use the Merge too to combine the ¼ mile buffers and the ½ mile buffers of the Champaign 

County Greenways and Town Parks layers and label them “TP_GWQtrMiBuff_Merge” and 

“TP_GWHalfMiBuff_Merge.” 

a. This will give you a complete ¼ mile buffer and ½ mile buffer for all Champaign 

County greenways. 

7. Use the Select by Location function with the merged ¼ mile buffer to select features from the 

Residential Parcels layer.  Set the Spatial Selection Method as “Target layer(s) features intersect the 

Source layer feature.” 

8. Create a layer from the selected features and label it “Walkable Parcels.” 

9. Use the Select by Location function with the merged ½ mile buffer to select features from the 

Residential Parcels layer.  Set the spatial selection method as “Target layer(s) features intersect the 

Source layer feature.” 

10. Create a layer from the selected features and label it “Bikeable Parcels.” 

11. Use the summary statistics on the “units” column in the attribute table of the Walkable Parcels and 

Bikeable Parcels layers to find out how many households have these types of access in the County. 

12. The total households with access to greenways in Champaign County are listed below: 

a. Total Households – 86,246 

b. Walkable – 31,867 households or 37% of the County 

c. Bikeable – 76,144 households or 88% of the County 

13. These layers can be used to isolate the total, walkable and bikeable households for each 

municipal area within Champaign County as well. 
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