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MINUTES 1 
 2 

I. Call to Order 3 
Ms. Herakovich called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 4 

 5 
II. Roll Call 6 

Roll call was taken by written record and quorum was declared present.   7 
 8 

III. Approval of Agenda 9 
 10 

Ms. Mayes made the motion, Mr. Knight seconded, to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon 11 
vote, the motion carried unanimously. 12 

 13 
IV. Audience Participation 14 

None 15 
 16 

V. Approval of Minutes 17 
Greenways & Trails Policy Committee – December 8, 2011 18 
There being no changes, Mr. Smigielski moved to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2011 19 
Greenways & Trails Policy Committee meeting, Ms. Mayes seconded.  Upon vote, the motion 20 
carried unanimously. 21 

 22 
VI. New Business 23 

A. Policy Committee Chair & Vice-Chair Selection 24 
Ms. Herakovich stated we were very fortunate to have Mr. Jerry Pagac take the helm as Policy 25 
Committee Chair, however, Mr. Pagac has moved on.  Mr. Knight moved to nominate Ms. Bobbie 26 
Herakovich as Policy Committee Chair of the Greenways & Trails Policy Committee.  Ms. Mayes 27 
seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  Ms. Mayes volunteered as vice-chair of 28 
the Greenways & Trails Policy Committee.  Mr. Knight seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried 29 
unanimously.  30 
 31 
B. Plan Update 32 
Ms. Herakovich stated the Plan Update will require an endorsement in order to move the plan 33 
forward.  Doing so will provide the ability to reference the plan for grants, website inclusion, and for 34 
long-range planning. 35 

 36 
i.  Progress Report 37 

1. Existing Conditions Report 38 
Mr. Lewis presented the Greenways and Trails Existing Conditions Report.  The Greenways and Trails 39 
member agencies have been incorporated into the plan logo on the report cover using landmarks 40 
that include the Illini Union, the Champaign City Building, and the Urbana Spirit Tree; and green space 41 
representing the park districts and forest preserves.  The logo also shows the different active 42 
transportation modes such as bicycling and walking.  The historic background section covers the 43 
history of greenways planning in Champaign County and RPC’s involvement.  The literature review is 44 
a collection of plans and documents from the member agencies completed since the 2004 Greenways 45 
and Trails Plan, including 40 local and 5 state level documents.  The literature review has a summary 46 
of each plan and its connection to the Greenways and Trails Plan.  The existing greenways and trails 47 
inventory encompasses member agency jurisdictions.  The new Existing Trails section of the 48 
document highlights bike lanes and trails in the area.  There is also an Existing Environment section.    49 
 50 
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Mr. Lewis further highlighted the information by referring the committee to the information 1 
contained on the Existing Conditions Report slides.   2 

 3 
Ms. Susan Monte stated she found some minor typos.  Mr. Lewis agreed to correct the typos and 4 
reiterated that staff is looking at the plans starting from 2004.  Any recommendations from other 5 
plans can be considered in the next phase of this plan’s development.   6 
 7 
Mr. Knight asked about the labeling within the document when referring to the bike lanes that go 8 
beyond the trails.  Mr. Lewis proposed “Trails and Bikeways.”  Mr. Knight agreed and said it covers 9 
the broad realm.  Mr. Lewis will make those labeling changes in the document. 10 
  11 
Ms. Hoyle asked for clarification concerning the “Percent of Households with Access to Greenways” 12 
connectivity index in the Greenways and Trails Plan Update Needs Assessment.  Mr. Borrego said it 13 
was challenging to capture the trails and greenways system connectivity to the existing road 14 
infrastructure because the greenways and trails system right now is broken up.  But when you use 15 
block groups to establish regional infrastructure, then it starts to look better.  There are bikeable 16 
areas within C-U and the county where you can travel from trail segment to trail segment or 17 
greenway to greenway.  It may look strange that there are some places within the urbanized area 18 
that have low connectivity, but that is because there is no current trail or greenway infrastructure 19 
there.   20 
 21 
Ms. Herakovich said it was her understanding that every trail is in this plan before it is published.  The 22 
final published document should have a shelf life of up to 10 years. 23 
 24 
Mr. Knight asked about showing the proposed John Street (from Kenwood to Prospect) bikeway 25 
project to be constructed in summer 2013.  Mr. Lewis explained that the best way to incorporate 26 
those type of upcoming projects would be to show them on the folding map, which can be updated 27 
more frequently.  Ms. Black stated it would be misleading to include projects that are not yet finished 28 
and could possibly be shown “as proposed” but not “as existing”. 29 
 30 
Ms. Monte asked if her two proposed additional plans would still be considered, since there were 31 
plans that were included in the literature review dated in 1997, 2000, etc.  Mr. Lewis clarified that 32 
documents included in the literature review approved before the 2004 GT Plan were from the state 33 
level only, since they aren’t updated as often as the local level documents. 34 
 35 
Ms. Herakovich asked Ms. Monte if they are important to be included for Ms. Monte’s purposes.  Ms. 36 
Monte explained that the US Route 150 Corridor Plan adopted in 2000 between the Village of 37 
Mahomet, City of Champaign and Champaign County sets up development standards and encourages 38 
and promotes bicycle/pedestrian pathway connections throughout the corridor.  The other is a 39 
Watershed Implementation Plan for the Upper Salt Fork of the Vermilion River, which was dated 40 
2007.    41 
 42 
From Mr. Knight’s standpoint, it is not critical to list the US 150 Plan since they have incorporated the 43 
principles and policies into the City of Champaign’s new comprehensive plan and the transportation 44 
master plan, which are both referenced in the Existing Conditions Report.  Ms. Black said they also 45 
incorporated that plan’s information into the Staley-Rising Corridor Study.  Ms. Monte asked if the 46 
Village of Mahomet is incorporating the US 150 Plan into their comprehensive plan. Mr. Smigielski 47 
stated that it will be incorporated.   Ms. Monte said that John Hall of the Champaign County Planning 48 
& Zoning Department is still referencing this plan, but if it is being reference in other plans, she will 49 
revoke this request. 50 
 51 
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Ms. Monte explained that the 2007 Upper Salt Fork Watershed Implementation Plan is a 1 
management plan that was developed by local stakeholders and facilitated by the Champaign County 2 
Soil and Water Conservation District.  It identifies goals and objectives for solving high priority 3 
problems that include water quality, flooding, and channel stewardship, wildlife and public 4 
information education.  The plan only indirectly addresses land use management and recreation 5 
concerns at this time.  Mr. Lewis said that he understood everything they had incorporated into the 6 
Greenways and Trails Plan are member agency plans.   7 
 8 
Ms. Herakovich asked that if Mahomet needs any information from the US 150 Plan in their 9 
comprehensive plan that it is given, to ensure that everyone is working from the same page.  10 
  11 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Knight moved to endorse the Existing Conditions Report, Mr. 12 
Moore seconded.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   13 
 14 

2. Needs Assessment 15 
 16 

Mr. Lewis stated the Issues and Forces work includes the 2004 plan, which was derived from a 17 
Champaign County resident survey and grouped the issues by accessibility, connectivity and safety.  18 
To further drive the focus, public comments received from the November workshops are being 19 
gathered and considered for Issues and Forces.  The completed Goals and Objectives started with a 20 
2004 Goals and Objectives status report (there were 28 objectives of which 20 were classified as met 21 
or in progress - the other 8 are not met), in addition to considering member agency comments,  22 
working with the Technical Committee, and gaining input at public meetings.  The intention is to 23 
create measures of effectiveness called S.M.A.R.T., (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and 24 
Time-based) which is a principle that comes from the Federal Highway Administration.  This principle 25 
allows for a quantifiable strategy and effectiveness measurement. 26 
 27 
Mr. Borrego explained how the Needs Assessment was measured and their methodology for trail and 28 
greenway connectivity by referring the committee to the Needs Assessment slides. This information 29 
was gathered by all the committee members.  The greenway connectivity was more difficult to 30 
measure than trails since they are not necessarily part of the greenways and trails transportation 31 
system.  Some greenways do not have trails and some are not near trails.  The connectivity index was 32 
utilized for trail connectivity to determine the greenways connectivity, providing low to medium and 33 
high connectivity greenways.  Generally, the well-connected greenways are in the urban areas and 34 
rural areas are the least connected because there is a lack of trail infrastructure.  The regional map 35 
illustrates the medium connectivity greenways are in areas where there is trail infrastructure but it is 36 
not nearly as extensive as central Champaign or Urbana.  Rantoul and Mahomet have a lot of trailway 37 
infrastructure.   38 
 39 
Mr. Borrego discussed the greenways and trails connectivity opportunities that were identified.  40 
Improving connectivity in urban areas between existing infrastructure should be continued, whereas, 41 
areas already easily accessible (biking, walking, complete streets, regardless of mode) may not have 42 
an immediate need for improved trail infrastructure.  Connecting medium greenways to high and low 43 
greenways will help strengthen the regional system and planning for infrastructure in rural areas will 44 
help strengthen the system overall.  Mr. Knight recalled that Champaign County Bikes’ map illustrates 45 
the relative friendliness of various streets and paths, especially for biking and asked if that map would 46 
be beneficial in targeting the improved areas for this project.  Mr. Borrego said CCB’s map was not 47 
utilized for this analysis.  However, there can be an infrastructure network analysis in the future.  48 
Currently, there is an IDOT street network that can be analyzed, but there is no feasible bicycle or a 49 
sidewalk network that would more accurately evaluate how pedestrians and bicyclists are using the 50 
county network.   51 
 52 



 

 
5 

Greenways & Trails Joint Technical &  December 18, 2012 
Policy Committees   

Mr. Borrego went on to highlight the residential access to trails in Champaign County by referring to 1 
the slides.  Mr. Knight asked if the 72% of households mentioned on the Needs Assessment Greenway 2 
Accessibility slide is referring to households or parcels.  Mr. Borrego said they estimated households 3 
based on residential tax parcels, but households are being counted.  The labels will be corrected to 4 
reflect this change 5 
 6 
Ms. Herakovich asked for discussion.   7 
 8 
Ms. Black stated the Needs Assessment does not include sidewalks.  There is no regional sidewalk 9 
layer in GIS, nor an inventory, and even if you have sidewalk location information, you need to look at 10 
the condition of the sidewalk, accessibility and width of sidewalk, and we do not currently have that 11 
information.  It was determined that sidewalks would not be included to prevent conveying the 12 
wrong message.  Ms. Hoyle believed it will be confusing, given the definitions and the public will think 13 
it makes more sense that a sidewalk would be counted as connecting rather than a bike lane.  Ms. 14 
Black said unfortunately this information cannot be currently provided on the sidewalks because the 15 
data is not available and will take an extreme amount of time to collect the info.  Ms. Hoyle asked if it 16 
would be possible to have a glossary.  Ms. Black said a glossary can be added.  Mr. Borrego said it was 17 
determined to add the glossary once the Needs Assessment was finished.  Ms. Bird asked if an 18 
explanation can be added as to why the sidewalks are not being used by adding a statement.  Mr. 19 
Borrego said it explains the limitations of the study and in future research, it talks about how we 20 
could use a sidewalk layer to better measure through network analysis and what the actual 21 
connectivity and accessibility is.  Mr. Bennett said they do have a GIS layer in Urbana for sidewalks 22 
but it does not include the accessibility, since curb ramps must be checked.  Ms. Black said the 23 
sidewalk network somewhat forms a skeleton for completing an ADA assessment.  Mr. Knight said 24 
Champaign has one, as well, and one of the priorities will be to work on a walkability plan.  25 
Champaign does have a GIS layer that has width information, but it is unknown if they have acquired 26 
conditions information.  There is some ramp data, but it is unknown if it is up to date.  Mr. Knight said 27 
Public Works will be doing some inventory over the winter to feed into that study and it is hoped that 28 
by spring there is more accurate data.   29 
 30 
Ms. Welk asked why the term “Residential Tax Parcels” was used on the Greenways and Trails 31 
Accessibility slides.  Mr. Borrego stated the term is used for analysis purposes and County Assessor 32 
data was used and some of the tax parcels take in more than one residence.  If “residences” was 33 
used, then they would have to give the exact number of residences on that tax parcel, instead of just 34 
saying “tax parcels” and may not be as accurate.  After further discussion, it was agreed to use the 35 
label, “Residential Parcels” and to leave out the word, “Tax.”   36 

 37 
There being no further discussion, Mr. Knight moved to endorse the Progress Report, which 38 
included the Existing Conditions Report and Needs Assessment, Mr. Gray seconded.  Upon vote, the 39 
motion carried unanimously.   40 
 41 

ii. Public Workshop #1 Results 42 
Mr. Lewis stated the first series of public workshops attempted to conduct outreach across the 43 
county.  A meeting was held on November 15, 2012, at Illinois Terminal for Urbana, Champaign and 44 
Savoy area residents.  Twenty-five people were in attendance and several tables were used for group 45 
mapping exercises.  On November 27, 2012, the Forest Preserve District allowed us to use their space  46 
for a Mahomet area workshop, with nine people in attendance who provided good feedback.  On 47 
November 29, 2012, staff went to St. Joseph as part of their comprehensive plan update meeting, 48 
where transportation information was provided and feedback received.  During the first two 49 
meetings there were presentations and group mapping exercises where the residents were asked to 50 
draw the bicycle, pedestrian and greenway desires they had in the county, using green, red, and blue 51 
markers.  Comment cards were also completed.  The initial group map exercise results in Champaign 52 
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and Urbana showed that interstate crossings are seen as a barrier, especially along I-57; the Rail-Trail 1 
corridor is something people want; some north/south connectivity on the campus quads in Urbana is 2 
desired; and connectivity going east on the Kickapoo Trail plus bike lanes on Washington Street in 3 
Urbana is desired.  At the Champaign-Urbana workshop, there were five maps of different areas, and 4 
each resident was allowed about 15 minutes to comment on one map and then switch.  This provided 5 
everyone an equal opportunity to give comments on different areas.  We had a map focusing on the 6 
University District, which garnered some of the following desires: north/south connectivity along the 7 
quads, bike lanes or a bike route on Pennsylvania Avenue into campus, facilities on First Street and 8 
South Campus, and continuing the First Street Trail south to Prairie Fields Subdivision in Savoy, an 9 
especially big priority.  Another comment received for Savoy was desired winter maintenance of the 10 
bike path on Prospect Avenue (the Harold Ruppel Trail).  The Champaign County maps from the 11 
Champaign-Urbana and Mahomet workshops show a desire for connections to the forest preserves 12 
and surrounding towns, and also a comment on having a trail along Lincoln’s 8th Judicial Circuit, 13 
which would incorporate the cultural side of greenways and having some active transportation access 14 
to that.  The Mahomet group map shows some desired connections in town to the high school, going 15 
up IL 47 to connect the Thornwood Subdivision into the rest of the community, and connections 16 
between the two forest preserves.  The St. Joe group map shows a desire for a bike route on Fifth 17 
Street down to the middle school/elementary school area, and getting some trails along the Salt Fork 18 
River.  St. Joe residents are also generally supportive of rails-to-trails, and would love to see that 19 
come through their community.  Staff is working to get everything summarized and hopefully online 20 
this week, and will let you know when it is online.   21 
 22 

iii. Proposed 2013 Technical Committee Meeting Schedule 23 
Mr. Lewis stated all Technical Committee Members should have received a copy of the schedule in 24 
their packets.  The Technical Committee has been meeting quarterly and wants to continue to do so 25 
at least for the plan duration, which will be through September 2013.  There will be an attempt to 26 
schedule those meetings on Wednesday mornings, either the second or third week of every third 27 
month, depending on the CUUATS meeting schedule.  There is no need for an official endorsement, 28 
but Technical Committee members are asked to let Mr. Lewis know if there are any comments. If 29 
there are none, we will continue with the proposed schedule.  Ms. Herakovich remarked the 30 
Technical Committee has reviewed the schedule and since there were no comments, the committee 31 
will move forward as proposed.  32 
 33 
C. Folding Map (4th Edition) 34 
Mr. Lewis presented the folding map draft, which will provide public accessibility to the updated 35 
facilities.  The folding map is being planned for release mid-2013.  The current map shows the goals 36 
from the existing Greenways and Trails Plan.  Mr. Lewis suggested a draft phase of the plan is 37 
necessary before placing those goals on the map.  This will provide an opportunity to add new 38 
facilities that are in the urbanized area.  Mr. Bennett asked if there had been any thought of creating 39 
a smart phone map application for ease of access.  Mr. Lewis said staff would be interested in that 40 
information.  Ms. Hoyle commented she thought there is a student at the U of I who is already doing 41 
this.  Ms. Black said they had not contacted CCRPC.  Mr. Lewis highlighted the current and projected 42 
map updates. 43 

• Font type 44 
• Repositioned the boxes to see more of the information   45 
• Added Sangamon River Forest Preserve, the Forest Preserve District’s latest acquisition  46 
• Added parks 47 
• Added St. Joseph, due to their interest in the process and Technical Committee attendance 48 
• Trail mileage table will be updated 49 
• Inclusion of the League of Illinois Bicyclists Bike Laws 50 

 51 
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Ms. Hoyle asked if the printing costs of the map are funded.  Ms. Black said it is hoped that funding 1 
will be available to print and distribute the map.  Printing is projected for May or June 2013.  Students 2 
returning in the fall will have access to the new map, which will contain the new goals and plan 3 
objectives.  Ms. Hoyle suggested the new member agencies may provide additional funds, in addition 4 
to other possibilities, such as the Champaign County Convention & Visitors Bureau, hotels, and other 5 
agencies that may want to offer the map. Ms. Hoyle went on to say another target funding source 6 
could be the Champaign-Urbana Public Health District.  A component of their “We Choose Health” 7 
grant focuses on active lifestyles.  Ms. Black agreed and stated currently there have been no 8 
discussions concerning funding the map project and requests per entity will depend on the total 9 
project cost.  Mr. Myers remarked that Champaign County Bikes has a bike map as well, which is 10 
being updated.  Ms. Hoyle stated that the RPC map shows infrastructure, whereas the Champaign 11 
County Bikes map shows streets with no infrastructure or routes to make a complete network.  Mr. 12 
Knight pointed out the CCB map is more about perception and the RPC map is more reality-based.   13 
 14 
Mr. Lewis closed the presentation by explaining the rest of the planning process, i.e., looking at future 15 
conditions for both environment and transportation.  CCRPC will hold a second public meeting in the 16 
spring, most likely after Spring Break, with continued quarterly Technical Committee meetings, and 17 
calling a Policy Committee Meeting sometime in mid-2013, once the draft plan is completed, before 18 
moving forward with board approvals.   19 
 20 
Ms. Hoyle asked how the next two phases fit in with the goals that were in place prior to this plan.  21 
Ms. Black stated the goals were sent to all members, and changes were made based on the 22 
comments received. Mr. Lewis said the future conditions will be formulated  on a county-wide scale 23 
by compiling the recommendations of all the member agencies’ active transportation plans, bike 24 
plans, trail plans, etc. The project prioritization criteria in place for the GT Plan rank the projects for 25 
the Greenways and Trails Plan into high, medium, and low priorities.  Once the member agency 26 
information is received, the prioritization information can be updated.  Ms. Hoyle asked if the smart 27 
phone map application is included in the goals.  Mr. Knight said in the long run it will eliminate map 28 
printing costs.  Ms. Hoyle stated one advantage to developing a base map application could provide a 29 
funding source if someone wants to use the map in their business efforts.  Ms. Hoyle asked to have 30 
the smart phone app added to the goals and objectives.  Ms. Black agreed.   31 
 32 

VII. Old Business 33 
A. Agency Updates 34 
IDOT – Amy Welk 35 
Ms. Welk commented that IDOT is the first state to adopt the Complete Streets Plan as law.  Ms. Welk 36 
noted that District 1 highway engineers take a very proactive approach and must approve the 37 
complete streets in their blueprints when they begin planning highways.  This is a very important 38 
matter for IDOT. Mr. Knight asked Ms. Welk if she had any idea when the Illinois Transportation 39 
Enhancement Program (ITEP) grant awards will be announced.  Ms. Welk said it was unknown at this 40 
time.  Mr. Knight said the lack of notice is affecting their schedule on the Windsor Road project.   41 
 42 
Village of Mahomet – Mell Smigielski & Dan Waldinger 43 
Mr. Smigielski stated the Lake of the Woods Road multi-purpose pathway is complete.  However, the 44 
actual bridge itself that crosses I-74 has not yet been constructed. IDOT has the bridge scheduled for 45 
completion in 2013.  The multi-purpose pathway will be extended on the bridge to the west side.  The 46 
bridge will also connect the forest preserve on the north side.    47 
 48 
Mr. Waldinger added that same multi-purpose path opens up everything in the village because it 49 
connects Barber Park (the Village’s largest park) and the existing multi-purpose path that extends 50 
east and west, thereby increasing activity in the area.  There is an added a segment in Brent Johnson 51 
Park since the last meeting that connects between Thornwood, north and south.  Ultimately, we hope 52 
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that it extends based on this plan’s recommendations received from the open house was going north 1 
from Lake of the Woods up to Thornwood subdivision.    2 
 3 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District – Dan Olson 4 
The Champaign County Forest Preserve District receives many public inquiries about the possibility of 5 
adding water trails since the district has very respectable river access points.  Mr. Lewis thought it 6 
may be feasible in a year (more or less) to incorporate water trails into the new system.  Ms. 7 
Herakovich asked about the possibility of achieving additional river trails in the community.  Mr. 8 
Olson stated they may be temporary, especially if we have drought conditions like in 2012. Mr. Olson 9 
believes the water trails will be a great addition and will work on the trail that Mr. Smigielski and Mr. 10 
Waldinger spoke of.  There is a well-used section that extends into and through Lake of the Woods, 11 
which will increase the activity and create a safer route for everyone.   12 
 13 
City of Urbana – Brad Bennett 14 
It will be a busy summer in Urbana for Greenways and Trails in 2013.  A greenway and trail will be 15 
created on Boneyard Creek between Griggs Street and Broadway Avenue as part of a $7.9 million 16 
Boneyard Creek improvement project.  There will be an 8-foot wide multi-use path that connects at 17 
street level at the Race and Griggs Street intersection and at Broadway Avenue that will run along the 18 
creek.   19 
 20 
A number of bike lanes and facilities will be constructed this summer: 21 
 1. Bike lanes on Main Street from Cedar Street and to Dodson Drive 22 
 2. Bike lanes on Washington Street from Philo Road heading east to Dodson Drive 23 
 3. Bike lanes on Broadway Avenue from Water Street up to University Avenue 24 

4. An 8-foot wide multi-use path that will connect the area of southeast Urbana to Lanore Drive, 25 
Adams Street, and Fairlawn Drive 26 
5. Through a Safe Routes to School Grant, bike lanes will be constructed on Florida Avenue 27 
between Race and Kinch Streets, on Kinch Street between Florida Avenue and Washington 28 
Street, and on Fairview Avenue between Lincoln and Goodwin Avenues; as well as a number of 29 
bike routes, which are primarily signage.  Numerous bike parking accommodations will be 30 
installed, some of which are at elementary and middle school facilities. 31 

  32 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – Amelia Neptune 33 
A 2009 Campus Bicycle Plan draft at the University is being revised, along with a map of proposed 34 
university-owned bikeways on campus.   There are conceptual drawings for 90% of those bikeways.  35 
The first draft of the revised plan will be sent to the steering committee at the end of the week of 36 
12/17/2012.   37 
 38 
Village of St. Joseph – Victoria Becker 39 
The Village of St. Joseph is working to finish the community park, half of which is complete.  The 40 
walking trail will be complete by this fall and then work will begin to connect the parks to the local 41 
village.  The village is also interested in the Rails-to-Trails project. 42 
 43 
Champaign Park District – Andrew Weiss 44 
Summer 2012 realized grand openings at Porter Family Park and Sunset Ridge Park.  Although Phase II 45 
at Sunset Ridge Park is complete, 1.75 miles of additional trails have been added.  Phase II is expected 46 
to be complete in the spring of 2013.  The Champaign Park District worked with the City of 47 
Champaign to complete the O’Malley’s Alley Trail, (along the El Toro restaurant on Springfield 48 
Avenue) which is a spur of the O’Malley’s Alley Trail.  A bridge through the Copper Slough in Dodds 49 
Park will connect the new Parkland Apartments to the existing path through Dodds.  A funding source 50 
is being sought to connect Porter Family Park with the Pipeline Trail on the west side, which 51 
continues through a homeowner’s association detention area.  In the fall of 2013, CPD plans to open 52 
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the new Leonhard Recreation Center in Centennial Park, which will provide a stronger path 1 
connection for all Centennial Park amenities.  2 
 3 
City of Champaign – Bruce Knight 4 
Mr. Knight said he already mentioned the walkability plan that is included in the program for 2013 5 
and the John Street bike lanes path that will start at Kenwood Road to Westview School, then shift to 6 
sharrows to connect to the sharrows that were installed last year.  Market Street will be 7 
reconstructed in 2013, which will bring bike lanes under the viaduct up to Olympian Drive.  In 8 
addition, new sidewalks will be installed to connect to Apollo Subdivision.  Once the enhancement 9 
grant is approved, which is a critical part of funding to complete the project, the design process will 10 
continue for the bridge approaches on Windsor Road over I-57. 11 

 12 
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District – Cynthia Hoyle 13 
Ms. Cynthia Hoyle reported MTD is providing community education and raising awareness for all 14 
transportation modes and facilitating efficient and safe bus operations.  She presented the Safe 15 
Routes to School information now being implemented.  MTD will be using a monthly bus board 16 
campaign inside and outside the buses, as well as two billboards in the community.  MTD is working 17 
with Urbana Middle School on the implementation of a Boltage Program.  This will be a radio 18 
frequency tag program.   Kids will receive a tag for their helmet or backpack, which counts their trips 19 
walking or biking to school. These tags will measure to see if the implementation of the bike 20 
infrastructure leading to the school, along with incentives to do so, increases the rates of walking or 21 
biking.  The program is projected to begin spring semester 2013.  Ms. Hoyle distributed information 22 
concerning the MTD bike and pedestrian awareness program that targeted pedestrians and bicyclists 23 
called Bee Scene. 24 
 25 
Urbana Park District – Vicki Mayes 26 
Ms. Vicki Mayes said the pathways system in King Park that improves the connection link to the 27 
Goodwin Avenue bike trail through the utilization of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funding is 28 
complete.  A fully accessible entry pathway has been recently created into Busey Woods, making it a 29 
completely accessible pathway from the parking lot into the Busey Woods Boardwalk.  The Urbana 30 
Park District will be working with the City of Urbana hopefully next year to update the trail plan 31 
together.  The park district is working with the City of Urbana on their Main Street bike and 32 
pedestrian pathway that will cross Victory Park on the north side and also Weaver Park on the north 33 
side.  The park district has increased the width of the sidewalk by 3 feet at Weaver Park, thereby 34 
making it a part of the future pathway system into Weaver Park.  The park district has been in their 35 
planning and operations facility for nearly a year.  It’s a highly functional, safe, and environmentally 36 
responsible facility.  Tours are being offered.  The Crystal Lake Park outdoor swimming pool will open 37 
in June 2013. 38 
 39 
B. Announcements 40 
Ms. Black announced that a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Kickoff Meeting will be scheduled 41 
early in the first quarter of 2013.  CUUATS is trying to get a bus to visit the different schools, parks, 42 
nursing homes, and other non-regular meeting participants.  There will be an interactive map on 43 
RPC’s website enabling the public to provide comments, by mode, as to what they want to see in 44 
their communities.  45 
 46 
In order to continue with the Health Impact Assessment Model that is being developed in-house, Ms. 47 
Black reported that CCRPC has recently received an executed agreement from IDOT and met with the 48 
Champaign County Public Health Department to access the data, which will assist in further 49 
development of the LRTP. 50 

 51 
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Ms. Herakovich offered a hard hat tour of the Virginia Theater prior to Friday, December 21st, before 1 
5:00 p.m. to view the mural renovation progress.  After Christmas the scaffolding will come down.  2 
She encouraged those who have asked questions about the theater’s mural renovation progress to 3 
access the Broeren-Russo Facebook page.  Champaign Park District is raising another $75,000 after 4 
their board fronted the funds to begin the restoration.  Call Bobbie Herakovich if interested in a tour. 5 
 6 

VIII. Audience Participation 7 
 None 8 

 9 
IX. Adjournment 10 
 Ms. Herokavich adjourned the meeting at 2:54 p.m. 11 
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