
Minutes -- Subject to Review and Approval 1 

Champaign-Urbana Urbanized Area Transportation Study (CUUATS)  2 

POLICY COMMITTEE  3 
DATE:  Wednesday, June 25, 2003 4 
TIME:  10:30 a.m. 5 
PLACE: Brookens Administrative Center 6 
  Board Room #1 7 
  1776 E. Washington St. 8 
  Urbana, Illinois 9 
MEMBERS: H. George Friedman (Chairperson), Jerry Schweighart (Vice-Chairperson-Champaign), Tod 10 

Satterthwaite (Urbana), Ralph Langenheim (proxy-County), Dave Clark (IDOT), John G. 11 
Dempsey (UIUC) 12 

Others: Gary Biehl, Steve Wegman, Bill Gray, Stanley Balbach, Dennis Unzicker, Dennis Markwell, 13 
Elizabeth Tracy, Bill Volk, Jeffery T. Ball, Jim Moll 14 

CUUATS Staff:  John Dimit, Rita Black, and Mary Cummings 15 

 16 

MINUTES 17 
  18 

I. Call to Order 19 
Mr. Friedman called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.   20 

 21 
II. Roll Call 22 

Roll was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present. 23 
  24 

III. Approval of Agenda 25 
Mr. Schweighart made the motion to approve the Agenda as presented.  Mr. Satterthwaite seconded 26 
the motion.  There being no discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  27 
 28 

IV. Approval of Minutes 29 
A. May 14, 2003 30 
Mr. Satterthwaite made the motion to approve the minutes as distributed.  Mr. Langenheim seconded 31 
the motion.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   32 

 33 
V.  New Business 34 

A. Approval of Pedestrian Crosswalk Guidelines (Rita Black) 35 
Mrs. Black explained that the intention of this document was to development guidelines for a safer pedestrian 36 
environment on campus.  She stated that the recommendations included in the document are crosswalk 37 
spacing with signed materials, and measures that could be used at signalized and unsignalized intersections.  38 
Mrs. Black reported that both the CUTEC and the CUUATS Technical committees at their last meetings 39 
approved the document.  Concerning bus stops at uncontrolled stops that are recommended to be far side 40 
stops (Page 25), Mr. Volk stated that MTD needs to look closer at these guidelines and would approve the 41 
document without this section.  He indicated that his staff is willing to work with CUUATS staff to 42 
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develop better guidelines in this area.  He explained that one of the major reasons that CUMTD has not 1 
utilized far-side stops in particular was the difficulties for disabled riders getting on and off the bus due to 2 
corners where parking is close to the bus stop or where the parkway is grass.  Mr. Satterthwaite pointed out 3 
that these are only guidelines and factors could be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Mr. Volk stated that if 4 
guidelines are in place and not followed, lawsuits could ensue if guidelines were not followed.  Mr. Friedman 5 
suggested approving the document with the omission of the bottom half of Page 25.  Mrs. Black requested 6 
MTD’s recommendations at their earliest convenience.  Mr. Langenheim made the motion to approve the 7 
crosswalk guidelines without the bottom half of Page 25.  Mr. Clark seconded the motion. Upon vote, 8 
the motion carried unanimously.   9 
 10 
B. Approval of Final TIP – FY2004-2006 (Susan Chavarria)  11 
Mrs. Chavarria explained that this document outlines proposed projects for the next three fiscal years and has 12 
been approved by the CUUATS Technical Committee following receipt of 3 comments during the public 13 
comment period.  She stated that the comments received were against the MTD fixed guideway system 14 
proposal but not against the TIP document itself.  Mrs. Chavarria outlined the three changes listed in the 15 
memorandum and requested approval of the document. Mr. Schweighart made the motion, which was 16 
seconded by Mr. Clark, to approve the Final Technical Improvement Program for FY2004-2006.  17 
There being no further discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   18 
 19 
C. Other – None 20 
 21 

V. Old Business 22 
A. Subcommittee Reports 23 

1. CUTEC – Mrs. Black had nothing new to report. 24 
 25 
2. Curtis Road – Mr. Unzicker reported that following the final public open house on May 15, 2003, 26 

comments made by the public were entered into the project record.  He stated that on June 3, 2003, all 27 
documents – draft design report and ECAD – have been printed, bound and sent to IDOT and the 28 
Federal Highway Administration for their approval.  He brought copies of the report and drawings for 29 
viewing.  He stated that there is nothing new to report on the intersections of Duncan Road and Staley 30 
Road on Curtis Road at this time. 31 

 32 
3. Olympian Drive – Mr. Wegman stated that work is moving rapidly and that the concrete east of 33 

Market Street is now complete with one section remaining on the West side to be poured.  He 34 
reported that shoulder asphalt and striping are scheduled for the following week and Market Street 35 
should be opened by July 4, 2003.  Mr. Wegman stated that the project is ahead of schedule.  He 36 
announced that the Federal Highway Administration has selected Champaign for an audit, which 37 
should not be a problem. 38 

 39 
4. Windsor Road – Mr. Gray stated that the joint executed agreement has recently been received and that 40 

a kick-off meeting is scheduled for next week. 41 
 42 

5. CATS II – No report. 43 
 44 
6. LRTP – Mrs. Chavarria stated that staff is working on an existing conditions report in anticipation of 45 

the next public meeting scheduled for July 16, 2003.   46 
 47 

B. Agency Reports 48 
1. City of Champaign – Mr. Wegman stated that several contracts are underway including Campustown 49 

work on Sixth Street.  He reported that demolition has been completed with sub-base materials 50 
scheduled for delivery today.  He stated that other projects underway include concrete rehab on North 51 
Neil Street South of Market Place Mall, asphalt rehab on Round Barn Road, Country Fair Drive, 52 
Kenwood Road and Kirby Avenue with the placement of asphalt expected next week, and site work 53 



CUUATS Policy Cmte 3 June 25, 2003  

on Duncan Road.  Mr. Wegman added that there has been a delay on the work South of Windsor 1 
Road due to utility problems. 2 

 3 
2. City of Urbana – Mr. Gray reported that bids have been received for the 2/3-mile improvement on 4 

North Lincoln Avenue and would be looking for a notice to proceed soon.  He stated that the Vine 5 
Street underpass is nearing completion and the streetscape in downtown Urbana is going well.  Mr. 6 
Gray reported that the street lighting work, Phase III B area, is almost complete and that the Vine 7 
Street and Washington Street intersection work has begun, moving per schedule and should be 8 
completed before Labor Day.  He announced that bids would be due next week for conversion of 9 
7,000 feet of chip-and-seal road to asphalt in the Southwest end of Urbana. 10 

 11 
3. Village of Savoy – No report. 12 

 13 
4. C-U MTD – Mr. Volk reported on the alternative analysis study for the fixed guideway system.  He 14 

stated that there are 3 alternatives being studied and some fine-tuning has been done.  He added that 15 
the fixed guideway system would be less than 7 miles with cost estimates to be forthcoming within 16 
the next couple of months. In relation to the costs, Mr. Volk stated that a business advisory committee 17 
is being formed to study the costs from an economic development standpoint as well as just an 18 
economic standpoint. Mr. Volk announced that presentations would be given tomorrow at the 19 
Chancellor’s cabinet and on Friday to the Federal Transit Administration in Chicago.  He added that 20 
there is some interest from the FTA in Washington, DC concerning the change in regulations. This 21 
project may be viewed as a “small start” project and eligible for certain “New Starts” funding.  He 22 
explained that the administrator may have the authority to waive certain requirements and regulations 23 
for projects under $25M in federal funding.  Under the FTA’s reauthorization proposal, Mr. Volk 24 
reported that the amount would be raised to $75M for small projects and under a competing proposal 25 
under the American Transportation Association, the project funding would be increased to $100M.  26 
He added that the reauthorization process has been bogged down and may not be completed by this 27 
fall.   28 

 29 
Mr. Volk stated that a study is being done in the outlying areas to see if bus service and possible 30 
MTD annexation of these areas would be feasible.  He added that a proposal for a daycare park-and-31 
ride facility in the south part of the U of I campus is under study and that MTD has received an 32 
apportionment from FY03 discretionary funding for $300,000 ($240,000 federal funds and $60,000 33 
local funds) for the planning of that facility. 34 

 35 
5. Champaign County – Mr. Unzicker reported that a contract has been awarded for Curtis Road to 36 

Staley Road and the pre-construction meeting took place on June 6, 2003 with the contractor, 37 
University Construction, and the utility companies.  A request to locate all utilities has been received.  38 
He stated that a determination of what work needs to be completed is underway before the bridge 39 
replacements are scheduled.  He stated that bridge replacement is the first portion of this phase that 40 
would be completed along this 2-mile portion of Windsor Road. 41 

 42 
6. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – Mr. Biehl reported on the various reconstruction of 43 

areas following construction of chilled water and other construction projects.  He stated that roads to 44 
be opened soon would be Fourth Street, Pennsylvania Avenue and Dorner Drive to be opened by the 45 
beginning of the fall semester, and Stadium Drive would be closed soon until the beginning of the 46 
semester.   47 

 48 
7. CCRPC – Mr. Dimit reported that soon there would be signed contracts for both corridor projects, 49 

sponsored by Savoy and Urbana.  He stated that planning should begin by August 1, 2003 or sooner. 50 
 51 

Mr. Dimit then pointed out that CCRPC is involved in a senior transportation system, a project that 52 
worked in conjunction with the Red Cross, Family Services, and CCRPC.  He announced that United 53 
Way withdrew their funding for the operation of the Red Cross vans and a series of meetings is 54 
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planned to see if other funding and a more rational service could be developed.  Mr. Dimit stated that 1 
RPC coordinated the rural transportation routes and that Family Services coordinated the urbanized 2 
area routes.  He indicated that this system has been operating on a fragmented basis and that other 3 
plans are being sought for a more efficient system.  Other funding sources are also being investigated 4 
along with IDOT, MTD and other providers. 5 
 6 

8. IDOT District 5 – Mr. Clark stated that US 150 and Illinois 130 in Urbana are moving along and that 7 
the target date for completion of High Cross Road is June 27, 2003.  Concerning the Illinois 130 and 8 
Windsor Road signal project, Mr. Clark stated that the mast arms have yet to be delivered.  For Route 9 
10 at Staley Road to Mattis Avenue, he reported that the storm sewer work should be completed by 10 
mid-September.  For US Route 150 and Prospect Avenue, Bloomington Road, Illinois 10, he stated 11 
that the resurfacing is moving along at a good pace with mid-August as the target for completion of 12 
these areas.  Mr. Clark reported that work on I-57 North between I-72 and I-74 should be let out for 13 
bids with work to begin later this year.   14 

 15 
9. IDOT Central Office – Ms. Tracy reported that the Illinois Tomorrow corridor planning grant funds 16 

would be available for Fiscal Year 2004 and that applications would be available within the next two 17 
weeks with an August 31, 2003 deadline.   She stated that these funds are a 10% match.   18 

 19 
C. Other – None 20 
 21 

VI. Adjournment 22 
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Friedman then adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m. 23 
 24 


