
   

MINUTES – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL 1 

CUUATS TECHNICAL COMMITTEE  2 
Champaign-Urbana Urbanized Area Transportation Study 3 
 4 
DATE:  Wednesday, June 18, 2003 5 
TIME:  10:30 a.m. 6 
PLACE: County Board Room #1 7 
 Brookens Administrative Center 8 
 1776 E. Washington St. 9 
 Urbana, IL  10 
 11 
MEMBERS: Frank Rentschler, Chairperson (Savoy), Gary Biehl (UIUC), Libby Tyler (City of Urbana), Steve 12 

Wegman (City of Champaign), William Volk (arrived at 10:50 am) (CUMTD), Dennis Unzicker 13 
and John Cooper (County), John Dimit (CCRPC), Dennis Markwell and Jodi Rooney (IDOT Dist 5) 14 

CUUATS Staff:  Rita Morocoima-Black, Susan Chavarria, Eunah Kang, Mary Cummings 15 
OTHERS: Gale L. Jamison (Urbana), Anne Erhlich 16 

 17 
MINUTES 18 

 19 
I. Call to Order 20 

Chairperson Frank Rentschler called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. 21 
 22 

II. Roll Call 23 
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum declared present.    24 

 25 
III. Approval of Minutes 26 

A. May 7, 2003 27 
Clarification was requested by Mr. Unzicker pointed out on Page 3, line 10, and Mr. Biehl requested that the 28 
accident referred to actually occurred on Windsor Road and this should be added to the sentence.  Mr. 29 
Unzicker then made the motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Mr. Wegman seconded the 30 
motion. There being no further changes, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 31 
 32 

IV. Elections  33 
Mr. Rentschler stated that there is an adjustment to Agenda.  Mrs. Chavarria pointed out that this June 34 
meeting would begin the two-year cycle rotation for the new CUUATS Technical Committee chairperson, 35 
Frank Rentschler, and the Vice-Chairperson, Dennis Unzicker.   36 
 37 

V. New Business 38 
A. Approval of Pedestrian Crosswalk Guidelines (Rita Black) 39 
Mrs. Black stated that everyone should have received their documents, which was approved at the last 40 
CUTEC meeting.  She explained that she and her staff spent the last year on these guidelines, which had been 41 
requested by the University of Illinois, and that these guidelines would allow the University to have a 42 
consensus idea of marking intersections accordingly.  Mrs. Black outlined the areas for recommendations 43 
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that are explained in the document – crosswalk spacing, sign materials, when to install crosswalks at 1 
unsignalized intersections, when to install mid-block crosswalks, or at a traffic signal location, another kind of 2 
measure to minimize pedestrian accidents at different locations, etc.  Mr. Wegman requested clarification of 3 
the guidelines outlined on Page 21 concerning prohibition of right turns on a red signal within the University 4 
district.  He stated that at Sixth Street and John Street intersection, there would be “when pedestrians are 5 
present” sign and asked if that would still be done.  Mr. Biehl explained that each intersection would be 6 
analyzed separately and these are guidelines only with the purpose of this document being uniformity in the 7 
University district.  Mrs. Black added that during the last CUTEC meeting, this subject was discussed and 8 
recent research regarding right turn on red, recommendations outlined that for right turn on red  hours should 9 
be specified on the signage, which would eliminate giving the driver a choice.   10 

 11 
Mr. Jamison offered comments from Mr. Gray for the map on Page 10.  It is requested that the pedestrian 12 
activity at the Granger Library crossing on Springfield Avenue and at Pennsylvania Avenue and Dorner Drive 13 
be indicated on the map as high pedestrian activity locations.  Mrs. Black explained that the map was created 14 
from counts completed at intersections, which included vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and no counts were 15 
done at these other locations.  She stated that a count should now be done for Pennsylvania Avenue and 16 
Dorner Drive in the near future.  Ms. Tyler requested clarification on the type of crosswalk marking explained 17 
on Page 19 and asked if this would be a ladder type instead of Zebra.  Mrs. Black agreed that this should be a 18 
ladder. 19 
 20 
Mr. Biehl made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Wegman, to approve the University District: 21 
Crosswalk Guidelines.  There being no further discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried 22 
unanimously.  23 

 24 
Mr. Dimit announced that this document would be submitted for consideration by authorities outside the 25 
community for recognition.  Mrs. Black stated that she is gathering materials for a conference next year, 26 
which would include a presentation of the Accessible Pedestrian Signal guidelines and the crosswalk 27 
guidelines together.   Ms. Tyler suggested that this excellent study would benefit other communities and an 28 
announcement of its existence would be in order. 29 
 30 
B. Approval of Final TIP FY 2004-2006 (Susan Chavarria) 31 
Mrs. Chavarria stated previous versions had been presented and approved by the Technical and Policy 32 
committees and that a 30-day comment period ended June 14, 2003.  She pointed out the comments received 33 
during this comment period, all of which were directed toward the fixed guideway study.  She explained the 34 
three changes that were stated in the memorandum enclosed in the packet, which were made on pages 20 and 35 
21 of the document.  Mrs. Chavarria stated that projects were renumbered to make sure they were not in the 36 
wrong place within the table and that UR-02-20 has a revised state cost share, which reflects an increase as 37 
finalized by IDOT.  She then requested approval of the TIP as presented and the document would then be 38 
submitted for final approval by the Policy Committee and then to IDOT.  Mr. Unzicker made the motion to 39 
approve the Final TIP FY 2004-2006.  Mr. Wegman seconded the motion.  Mr. Biehl announced that, for 40 
the record, Mr. Charles Colbert was retiring from the University and that Mr. Jack Dempsey would be the 41 
official representative from the University of Illinois for the Policy Committee, but that the document may not 42 
need this revision.  There being no further discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  43 
 44 
C. Other – None 45 

 46 
VI. Old Business 47 

A. Subcommittee Reports 48 
1. CUTEC – Mr. Rentschler stated that CUTEC has not met since the last CUUATS Technical meeting. 49 

 50 
2. Curtis Road – Mr. Unzicker reported on the May 15th public meeting and that the comments received 51 

were entered into the project record.  He stated that on June 3, 2003 the draft project design and 52 
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ECAD report were sent to IDOT and the Federal Highway Administration for signatures.  He added 1 
that at the end of May the project was 92% complete and as of June 3, 2003 the project is 100% 2 
complete.  Mr. Unzicker stated that there are a few documents available for viewing, Volume I 3 
Design, Volume II Environment, and the Design Study exhibits, if anyone was interested.  He 4 
explained that once the final documents are approved, more copies would be available. 5 

 6 
Concerning the interchange design for Curtis Road at Duncan Road and Staley Road, Mr. Markwell 7 
stated that there is nothing new.  He announced that IDOT is working with the City of Champaign 8 
concerning context sensitive features to make the interchange more attractive.  Mr. Wegman stated 9 
that Champaign is looking to make this interchange an attractive entryway into Champaign-Urbana 10 
and there would be need for agency funds to accomplish this task.  He then invited any agency 11 
interested in the design and funding of this project as there would not be state funding.  Mr. Markwell 12 
stated that there are no funds earmarked for this enhancement at this time, but that it would qualify for 13 
Enhancement funds.   14 

 15 
3. Olympian Drive – Mr. Wegman stated that construction continues with the pouring of concrete daily 16 

as weather permits.  He reported that the concrete East of Market Street is complete and half way 17 
between Market Street and Prospect Avenue is complete and the strip on Market Street at the 18 
intersection is also complete in terms of the concrete work.  He added that the work at Mattis Avenue 19 
should be completed fairly soon with asphalt shoulder work within the next two weeks. 20 

 21 
4. Windsor Road – Mr. Jamison was requested by Mr. Gray to report that all agreements are in place 22 

and approval of the contract would be soon.  He stated that the design should be complete some time 23 
next year. 24 

 25 
5. CATS II – Mrs. Black reported that this project is on hold. 26 

 27 
6. LRTP – Mrs. Chavarria stated that staff is working on existing conditions report in anticipation of a 28 

public information meeting scheduled for July 16, 2003 with further details to follow. 29 
 30 

7. Fixed Guideway System – Mr. Volk reported on the public meeting and that the consultants continue 31 
to work on the estimates for cost and ridership.  He stated that contacts with the FTA in Washington, 32 
DC, who are aware of the project, and their planning personnel contacted the regional office.  He 33 
reported that there is some interest at the Federal and Regional level in terms of what the FTA is 34 
labeling “small starts”, which are limited to projects of $25M and under the Administration’s 35 
reauthorization proposal, that would be increased to $75M of federal funding.  Mr. Volk and staff 36 
would be making a presentation to the FTA on June 27, 2003 to bring them up to date about this 37 
project.  He stated that staff is looking to eliminate a portion of what would be fixed guideway on the 38 
two major routes on campus, Daniel Street and Peabody Street, which are currently the Illini Route, 39 
and an upgrade to articulated buses would be proposed for that route.  Mr. Volk stated that this drops 40 
the mileage down to 6 to 7 miles at $20M per mile, which is a more reasonable figure, under $150M 41 
total, and the federal funding would cover at least one-half the cost.  He is encouraged that the federal 42 
government is interested in the project and that federal dollars would be spent on smaller projects 43 
around the country instead of a large sum in one project.  He explained that the federal government 44 
sees that, while this community is smaller than Portland, Oregon, Champaign-Urbana has the 45 
ridership to make such a system work. 46 
 47 

B. Other 48 
1. Transportation Issue – Mr. Dimit stated that the CCRPC social services division has encountered a 49 

transportation issue of which this group should be made aware.  He reported that a meeting involved 50 
the transportation staff with the Red Cross, Family Services, CU-MTD, and “Wee Folks” (private 51 
transportation company in Rantoul). Mr. Dimit reported that this issue involved the United Way 52 
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discontinuing transportation support for the senior transportation service, which is provided through 1 
the CCRPC (outside Champaign-Urbana) and Family Services (inside Champaign-Urbana).  He 2 
stated that the withdrawal of these funds might precipitate a situation where we can bring some 3 
intelligence to what is a fractured system of providing this type of transportation service.  He was 4 
unsure whether or not this issue would come before the CUUATS committees, but he wanted to make 5 
this committee aware of the situation. 6 

 7 
VII. Audience Participation – None 8 

 9 
VIII. Adjournment 10 

There being no further business, Mr. Volk made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Biehl, to 11 
adjourn the meeting.  There being no discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. 12 
Rentschler adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m. 13 


