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Champaign-Urbana Urbanized Area Transportation Study 3 
 4 
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TIME:  10:30 a.m. 6 
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 45 E. University Ave. 9 
 Champaign, IL  10 
 11 
MEMBERS: Frank Rentschler, Chairperson (Savoy), Pam Voitik (UIUC), Bill Gray (City of Urbana), Rick 12 

Marley (proxy-City of Champaign), Mike Stubbe (CUMTD), Dennis Unzicker and John Cooper 13 
(County), John Dimit (CCRPC), Dennis Markwell and Jodi Rooney (IDOT Dist 5) 14 

CUUATS Staff:  Rita Morocoima-Black, Susan Chavarria, Mary Cummings 15 
OTHERS: Bjorg Holte, Stanley B. Balbach, Terry Laughlin (IDOT), Betsy Tracy (IDOT Central) 16 

 17 
MINUTES 18 

I. Call to Order 19 
Chairperson Frank Rentschler called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. 20 
 21 

II. Roll Call 22 
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum declared present.    23 

 24 
III. Approval of Minutes 25 

A. June 18, 2003 26 
Mr. Gray made the motion to approve the minutes as distributed.  Mr. Unzicker seconded the motion. 27 
There being no discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  28 
 29 

IV. New Business 30 
A. Five Year Functional Class Map – Jodi Rooney (IDOT) 31 
Mrs. Rooney explained that the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) requires an updated map of the MPO 32 
area indicating street designation.  She pointed out the two significant items being studied – the urbanized 33 
limit and the functional classification of streets and roads.  She added that all metropolitan areas in the state 34 
are being updated. Mrs. Rooney stated that separate meetings have taken place with various agencies 35 
involving jurisdictional discussions and studying the functional class of various roads and streets.  She 36 
explained that the urbanized area has been expanded and that any roadway that is in the rural area that comes 37 
into the urbanized area, the functional classification would change, i.e. it might change from a rural road to an 38 
urban street.   39 

 40 
Mr. Laughlin distributed materials with which he has been working for discussion at this meeting.  Mrs. 41 
Rooney pointed out the proposed changes at both the county and municipal levels.  She stated that the gray of 42 
the table represents existing percentages and the white is proposed and that percentages need to balance when 43 
designation changes from rural to urbanized.   44 
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Mr. Laughlin pointed out, following questions concerning total number of miles of roads, that shared 1 
collectors are not reflected in the individual city totals.  Mrs. Rooney explained the several proposed changes 2 
in the following pages and asked if any of the members would like to discuss changes to these requests.  She 3 
explained that OPA stands for Other Principle Arterial.  Ms. Voitik asked the reason for the change in 4 
designation to Curtis Road, which is line #21, and Mrs. Rooney stated that this request was from the City of 5 
Urbana.  To substantiate the previous discussions, Mrs. Black pointed out the preliminary Curtis Road 6 
engineering study and that the agreement had been signed by all the agencies involved.  Ms. Voitik voiced the 7 
objection of the University of Illinois to label Curtis Road an OPA, but that it appears the objections from the 8 
University are now not relevant.  Mrs. Rooney stated that it is only a matter of going by the prior 9 
documentation and yet the stance of the University of Illinois has been noted; however, planners are looking 10 
at the entire picture. 11 

 12 
Ms. Voitik stated that this was not the direction in which the University would like to go and requests that this 13 
group works with the University regarding the move of the South Farms area and protecting access to the 14 
farms.  Mr. Gray stated that the previous meeting early in the year was a good start and that he felt it would be 15 
feasible to work with the University in engineering changes to meet those needs.  He pointed out that Curtis 16 
Road is a natural corridor with the new proposed I-57 interchange and that discussions for Windsor Road 17 
began in the 1970’s with construction nearly 20 years later.  He emphasized that there is time for discussion 18 
and revisions. 19 
 20 
Mr. Rentschler pointed out that this group would still be willing to discuss this subject with University 21 
personnel.  Ms. Voitik requested that the reclassification of Curtis Road be postponed for further study and 22 
wanted the discussions and agreements on written record for future reference.  She then requested that Curtis 23 
Road be taken out of the five-year map in order to further the discussion of the five-year functional class map.  24 
Mr. Markwell stated that there had been good discussion with the University at the January meeting and that 25 
the major concerns would be addressed with possible signalized and controlled intersections, a possible 26 
overpass to the South Farms, etc.  Ms. Voitik stated that other concerns included lights from the cities, the 27 
right of way, and how close the crops should be planted at intersections.  Mr. Unzicker thought there had been 28 
an understanding and the purpose of that meeting was to find out the University’s concerns and then address 29 
them through engineering designs.  Ms. Voitik pointed out that agreements and proposed changes needed to 30 
be officially recorded if personnel within the agencies change within the next few years, thereby providing a 31 
written record that could be followed by future personnel.   32 
 33 
Mr. Markwell pointed out that the function of the road in the future would not change and delaying the 34 
submission of this map to FHA would be hurtful to all projects.  Concerning official records, Mr. Rentschler 35 
stated that Curtis Road could still remain designated as a principle arterial road and then the University’s 36 
concerns could be addressed on certain sections of the road.  Mrs. Black explained that Curtis Road can be in 37 
the study area and once the classification is in place, funding could be requested; however, funding is not 38 
being requested at this time.  She added that the City of Urbana may have to revise their Comprehensive Plan 39 
to reflect this road under study and this revision may be a compromise for all parties.   40 
 41 
Concerning funding for projects, Mr. Markwell stated that more funds are available for higher volume/higher 42 
use designated roads.  Following further discussion, it was the consensus of those present to call a meeting of 43 
those involved with the January meeting and to formulate a smaller working group from that session. 44 
 45 
Mr. Rentschler then proposed to recommend approval of the Five Year Functional Class Map as 46 
presented with the amendment of changing Curtis Road from an OPA to a minor arterial road from 47 
Neil Street to High Cross Road pending further study by a designated working group to submit a 48 
revised scope of work for that part of Curtis Road.  This work is to be accomplished within a two-year 49 
time limit.  Mr. Dimit so moved.   Mr. Gray seconded the motion.  Mr. Laughlin pointed out that Curtis 50 
Road in its entirety would need the designation changed back to minor arterial and that an amendment to this 51 
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map could be submitted in the future.  There being no further comments or discussion, Mr. Rentschler called 1 
for a roll call vote on the motion. 2 
  3 
 UIUC  - Aye  4 
 Savoy  - Aye  5 
 Urbana - Aye  6 
 Champaign  - Aye  7 
 County  - Aye  8 
 RPC  - Aye  9 
 IDOT  - Aye  10 
 11 
The motion carried with a unanimous vote. 12 
 13 
B. Assess Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodation – Jodi Rooney (IDOT) 14 
Mrs. Rooney explained that proper coordination was necessary between the agencies and IDOT and that the 15 
TIP does assist in this coordination effort.  She stated that any requests for possible projects that would cross a 16 
state route in the future between 2005-2006 be forwarded to her office before November 5, 2003.  Mrs. 17 
Rooney pointed out that access to the five-year plan could be gained through the web page: 18 
www.dot.state.il.us/hip2008/hwyimprov.html.  Mr. Markwell explained that any submissions that are context 19 
sensitive design related would need public meetings held for further input in the process.  He announced that 20 
there is a meeting at which all MPO’s would be invited and that it would be up to the individual MPO to 21 
invite the local agencies with which they work to attend this meeting. Mr. Marley asked if proposed paths 22 
along bridges would need to be reported and how are requests handled.  Mr. Markwell stated that any plans 23 
for these types of revisions would be included in the TIP and if they are, they are so noted.  Mrs. Chavarria 24 
requested that all projects to be considered should be sent to her so she could coordinate them with projects 25 
submitted for the Greenways and Trails Plan.  Mrs. Black added that the meeting is scheduled for November 26 
13, 2003 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in Decatur, Illinois and that as soon as she had 27 
official knowledge from IDOT, she would be sending the information to all agencies. 28 
 29 
C. Other 30 

1. CCRPC Newsletter – Mr. Unzicker commented that the latest CCRPC Newsletter should have been a 31 
CUUATS Newsletter since the articles concerned all the work being done by CUUATS staff.  Mr. 32 
Dimit did compliment Mrs. Black and her staff for putting a very good newsletter together. 33 

 34 
V. Old Business 35 

A. Subcommittee Reports 36 
1. CUTEC – Mrs. Black reported that the transportation model is now working and calibrating is 37 

underway.  She stated that the Windsor Road access management would be submitted with a final 38 
map and documentation with all the agreements regarding access management in the near future.  39 
Concerning the crosswalk guidelines for the University district, Mrs. Black stated that she is still 40 
missing the information from MTD concerning the location of bus stops and an amendment is 41 
necessary for the guidelines.  Mr. Stubbe will once again pass along these concerns to Mr. Volk. 42 

 43 
2. Curtis Road – Mr. Unzicker reported that the Curtis Road Technical committee met with the 44 

consultant to discuss the proposed revisions and comments from Mr. Grimm, Project Development 45 
Engineer (IDOT Central Bureau) in Springfield.  He stated that following discussion, there are some 46 
changes being requested that would make a major change to cross section and would thwart the 47 
efforts being made to being sensitive to the right-of-way issues.  Mr. Unzicker would be planning a 48 
meeting with Mr. Grimm to resolve these design issues in hopes that there would be approval of the 49 
project.  He stated that the IDOT District 5 engineer would also be invited to this meeting as well as 50 
all agencies. 51 

 52 
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 1 
3. Olympian Drive – Mr. Marley announced that the main line is paved through Farber Drive and that 2 

paving south of Prospect Avenue is being done today with the north side to be done on Monday.  He 3 
stated that the goal is to open the drive to traffic yet this calendar year and progress suggests that this 4 
would be a reasonable goal to accomplish. 5 

 6 
4. Windsor Road – Mr. Gray stated that Daily and Associates has begun work and discussions 7 

concerning access issues.   8 
 9 

5. CATS II – Mrs. Black reported that a presentation was made by the MTD consultant at the meeting 10 
held on Tuesday, September 9th, which updated the committee on the alternative analysis for the fixed 11 
guideway study.  She stated that at the October meeting, the consultant from Clark-Dietz, Inc. would 12 
be taking over the site portion for Urbana and revisiting the agreement to start over with the City of 13 
Urbana. 14 

 15 
6. LRTP – Mrs. Chavarria stated that population and employment projections are in progress in order to 16 

calibrate the model. 17 
 18 

7. Fixed Guideway System – Mr. Stubbe reported that ridership and operational data would soon be 19 
available and that FTA would be visiting to look at the project. 20 
 21 

B. Other 22 
1. TEA-21 Extension – Mr. Gray announced that the TEA-21 may be extended five months as the 23 

government entities are very far apart in funding for the various projects in the reauthorization 24 
project. 25 

 26 
2. Illinois Tomorrow Grants – Ms. Tracy stated that two applications were received for the Illinois 27 

Tomorrow Corridor grant planning program – City of Champaign submitted a request to study Staley 28 
Road and the City of Urbana submitted a request for the University Avenue corridor.  She hopes to 29 
bring good news in the coming months.  Ms. Tracy announced that $1.1M has been designated for 30 
downstate projects and there were a total of over $2M in requests.  She added that Chicago requests 31 
were exponentially larger. 32 

 33 
VI. Audience Participation – None 34 

 35 
VII. Adjournment 36 

There being no further business, Ms. Voitik made the motion, which was seconded by Mr. Marley, to 37 
adjourn the meeting.  There being no discussion, and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. 38 
Rentschler adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 39 


