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Bicycle Parking & Stoplight Activation Responses 

1. What are some priority Urbana locations in need of bike racks? 
• Urbana 

■ Apartment complexes 
■ Bikeworks 
■ Busey Bank 
■ Café Paradiso 
■ Café Paradiso – lack of good racks 
■ Café Paradiso (SW corner of Lincoln & Nevada) 
■ Campus – bike racks could be upgraded 
■ Carle Hospital & Clinic – currently very poor racks; can covered bike racks be provided? 
■ Church halls where City public input meetings are held 
■ City Building 
■ City Building – not enough parking.  Could use more event parking. 
■ Courier Café 
■ Crystal Lake Park 
■ CVS 
■ CVS – locking up to handicapped parking signs right now. 
■ Downtown Post Office 
■ Downtown Urbana 
■ Downtown Urbana – Main Street.  Will need more once the bike network is implemented. 
■ Downtown Urbana – needs more:  at least 1 rack per block for business areas  
■ Downtown Urbana – somewhere visibly easy to access in addition to the parking garage 
■ Espresso Royale – lack of good racks 
■ First Federal – bushes are growing behind the bike rack, making it hard to use. 
■ First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust (on Vine) 
■ Green Street on Campus 
■ Gregory Place I  
■ Gregory Place II 
■ Gregory Place II 
■ Illini Union – lack of good racks 
■ Krannert Center – lack of good racks 
■ Lincoln Square/Market at the Square – current racks are good, but need more, especially for 

the Market. 
■ Lincoln Square/Market at the Square – preferably covered parking, too 
■ Lincoln Square/Market at the Square – not enough parking 
■ Meadowbrook Park 
■ Meadowbrook Park (west & north entrances) 
■ Oregon & Goodwin restaurants & coffee shops 
■ Philo Road Business District 
■ Polling Places – not all sites have bike parking, which is important during elections 
■ Quad racks – very old & broken 
■ Schnucks – bike racks could be upgraded 
■ Schnucks – lack of good racks 
■ Strawberry Fields – bike racks could be upgraded 
■ Sunnycrest Mall 
■ Sunnycrest Mall by First Wok 
■ Urbana Civic Center – not enough parking.  Could use more event parking. 
■ Urbana Free Library 
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■ Urbana Free Library – bike racks need more security.  Parking also needs more 

accommodation for “non-normal bikes like xtra-cycle(s)” which can carry children on the 
back. 

■ Urbana Free Library – needs covered parking 
■ Urbana Parks – not enough parking.  Most, if not all neighborhood parks currently have no 

parking. 
■ Urbana-Champaign Sanitary District 
■ Walgreens @ Five Points – locking up to handicapped parking signs right now. 
■ Wal-Mart 

 
• Champaign 

■ Barnes & Noble 
■ Big box stores north of I-74 
■ Boardman’s Art Theatre 
■ Downtown Champaign 
■ Lots of businesses along Neil St. 
■ North Prospect shopping area 
 

• Other Ideas/Comments 
■ Bike Parking Ordinance:  regulate that all newly constructed businesses must accommodate 

bike parking in their building plans. 
■ Covered parking 
■ Example in another town:  Webster Groves, MO has bike racks that look like bicycle 

sculptures, and allow bike handlebars to go through them as well. 
■ Most locations have the old “front-wheel-in-slot” bike racks, which is not good. 
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Table A4-1 represents a tally of the public comments received during a survey conducted by the League of 
Illinois Bicyclists to determine the most requested locations for additional bicycle parking. 

Location Number of Comments 

Downtown 4 

Café Paradiso 3 

Lincoln Square & Market at the Square 3 

Urbana Free Library 3 

City Building 2 

CVS 2 

Gregory Place II 2 

Meadowbrook Park 2 

Schnucks 2 

Sunnycrest Mall 2 

Apartment complexes 1 

Bikeworks 1 

Busey Bank 1 

Campus 1 

Carle Hospital & Clinic 1 

Church halls where City public input meetings are held 1 

Courier Café 1 

Crystal Lake Park 1 

Downtown Post Office 1 

Espresso Royale 1 

First Federal 1 

First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust 1 

Green Street on Campus 1 

Gregory Place I 1 

Illini Union 1 

Krannert Center 1 

Oregon & Goodwin restaurants & coffee shops 1 

Philo Road Business District 1 

Polling Places 1 

UI Quad 1 

Strawberry Fields 1 

Urbana Civic Center 1 

Urbana Parks 1 

Urbana-Champaign Sanitary District 1 

Walgreens (Five Points) 1 

Wal-Mart 1 

Table A4-1:  Publicly Requested Locations for Bicycle Parking 
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2. Especially for the proposed bike network, where is it difficult or impossible for a bike to trigger the 
 detector at a stoplight? 
 

• Urbana 
■ Florida @ Philo 
■ Goodwin @ University 
■ Goodwin @ Green - SB thru lane & RTL 
■ Green @ Lincoln - LTLs 
■ High Cross @ Tatman Court – NB sensors are a significant distance ahead of the stop 

bar, making them easy to pass and leaving the bicyclist with no way to trigger the signal. 
■ High Cross @ University – NB rightmost LTL 
■ Illinois @ Vine – WB traffic needs a detector 
■ Main @ Vine 
■ Smith @ University 
■ Smith @ University – SB 

• Champaign 
■ 2 comments – St. Mary’s/Fox @ Neil 
■ Green @ Neil 
■ Hessel/Stadium @ Neil 
■ Kirby @ Neil 
■ Sixth @ Springfield 

 
 

List of Actual Responses 
 
Response #1 
Corner of N. Smith Rd. and E. University Ave, north side.  That light I cannot trigger no matter what I do.  I 
must wait for a car to come or run the light.  (The south side I can trigger fine.) 
 
Corner of N. High Cross Rd. (IL 130) and E University Ave, south side right most left turn lane. That light I can 
only trigger if I lay my bike down inside the sensor. 
 
Intersection of N. High Cross Rd. (IL 130) and Tatman Dr. heading straight north, the sensors are a significant 
distance before the light's stop line.  If you do not remember to move out toward the middle of the lane to run 
over the right side of the sensor before coming to the light or cannot because of the timing of a passing vehicle 
and the light changes after you pass the sensor, you have no way to trigger the light. 
 
As a general procedure note, when triggering lights I always position my bike so that the wheels run on top of 
the sensor cut marks in the pavement.  Also, sensors not mentioned at intersections I mentioned I do not know 
how well they work. 
 
Response #2 
[Two of us] found an inadequate sensor last night...at Green and Goodwin, southbound. The sensor stretches 
across both the straight ahead and the right turn lane and missed our bikes. I had to flip around and go over 
the corners to trigger it.  
 
Response #3 
I can't think of any places where I regularly bike that need bike racks.  I'm set. I would like to work on a city 
ordinance regulating that all future businesses built must accommodate bike parking in their building plans so 
that we don't have to ask each new business to put in bike racks (ex. Meiers, Menards, WalMart). 
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Response #4 
The Urbana municipal buildings (like city council chambers, urbana civic center) typically don't have enough 
bicycle parking--there could be more for when events at those places draw large numbers of cyclists.  The 
Lincoln Square area also typically doesn't have enough bicycle parking during the Farmer's Market, although 
Jennifer Selby from Urbana Public Works mentioned that the city had figured out a way to add substantially 
more bicycle parking there.  I also don't think there's enough bicycle parking in the various Urbana parks.  The 
large park, Meadowbrook, could use bicycle parking by the community gardening area at the west entrance to 
the park, and the main (north) entrance could also benefit from bicycle parking installations.  I also think all of 
the various neighborhood parks in Urbana could use some bicycle parking, as many (all?) of them have none.  
 
I also think that not all of the established polling places in Urbana have bicycle parking when voting time 
comes around, but some of these places are on private property so I'm not sure how easy a solution is 
there.  In the same category, many times city public input meetings will be held in various church halls that are 
available, and many of these buildings have no bicycle parking available. 
 
Response #5 
I do not know if they would qualify as priority locations but in Urbana, as opposed to Champaign, places I 
have had to lock up not at a bike rack are: 
    1) Sunnycrest by First Wok. 
    2) Walmart 
    3) First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust (On Vine in Urbana) 
    4) Urbana & Champaign Sanitary office 
       (Off of E. University; I only visit once a year.) 
    5) Bikeworks (W. Main) 
  
First Federal Savings Bank of Champaign & Urbana in downtown Urbana, does have a rack but bushes are 
growing right behind it making it harder to use. 
  
There are many more in Champaign, such as most of the places in the North Prospect shopping area, Barnes 
& Nobles, lots of business along Neal St., etc. 
 
Response #6 
Crossing University Ave on Smith Road can be a problem. 
 
Response #7 
Regarding stoplight triggering, I commute from my home near Lincoln Square to Thomas Paine School. I have 
found that the traffic light at the corner of Philo and Florida has been a problem--I'm not heavy enough to 
trigger it. The westbound traffic will get a left turn arrow but no green light for folks going east. 
 
The light at Springfield and Vine seems questionable. Cars almost always come by, so I'm not sure. 
 
Response #8 
Sorry this is so late.  Two places for racks I can think of are the Walgreens near Cunningham and University, 
and the CVS near Philo and Colorado.  Don't know if you can put them here, but it's not the best to lock up to 
to handicapped parking sign. 
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Response #9 
I will not be able to attend the planning meeting on Thursday. 
 
I am a bicycle commuter in Champaign and Urbana for many years. 
 
My experience is that I cannot trigger the light change anywhere.  The places it affects me the most are 
crossing Neil Street at Hessel/Stadium Drive and crossing Neil Street at St Mary's Road.  Those are difficult 
places.  If I get off the bike to go over the crosswalk button, I run the risk of getting creamed by right-turning 
cars that are NOT looking for bicycles.  Also at St Mary's Rd., the light can turn green for one way only.  This is 
frustrating and dangerous. 
 
As to bike racks, I don't have a specific suggestion, but this that bike racks placed near any stores and public 
buildings are great and encourage people to ride.  Carle Hospital and Clinic have very poor bicycle 
racks.  Maybe they could even provide covered bike racks, like is done in Europe! 
 
Thanks for taking these suggestions. 
 
Response #10 
I don't know of any lights where it's hard to trigger the light, but since I now ride around almost exclusively with 
my kids in the bike trailer, I just put the trailer over the censor and it always works fine. 
 
Sunnycrest Mall, at Florida and Philo, needs bike racks. The kind they have at Lincoln Square are really good. 
They have those extra chains to go around your tire. They could definitely put more in there, though. On 
market days there are nowhere near enough bike racks for all the bikes. (Every location should have such a 
problem!) 
 
My family recently relocated to Webster Groves, MO, and down here we have these cool bike racks that look 
like bicycle sculptures. And there's a place for handle bars to go through, so it sort of props the bike up. I wish I 
had a picture. 
 
Response #11 
Downtown Urbana on Main Street is one spot. There are some racks here, but demand should go up a lot 
once the bike networks starts to shape up and especially if bike lanes are eventually put on Main Street.  
 
The SW corner of Lincoln and  Nevada. This is where Caffe Paradiso is located. The closest bike parking is on 
the south side of Jimmy John's on the other side of the same large building. 
 
Just about all of the bike racks in Urbana, other than new ones on campus and new ones installed by the city, 
are inadequate "front-wheel-in-slot" design to which you cannot properly lock your bike unless you park 
broadside or can park the end of the rack. 
 
Response #12 
Urbana Free Library's bike racks have received some attention by vandals and bike thieves in the past. So 
perhaps some security, but also their bike rack was really hard for people with non-normal bikes like xtra-cycle 
with children on the back of it. 
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Response #13 
Since I'm new to the area.  I haven't had a chance to flush out issues with traffic light triggering and bike 
racks.  Here are some observations based on my limited experience.   
  
1) Bike racks  

- Almost all of the big box stores North of I-74 are lacking bike racks.  Its pretty much a wasteland 
for bicycles in that area.  I've had issues crossing 74 at several of the overpasses. 

- The bike racks at both Strawberry Fields and Schnucks (major grocery stores) could definitely be 
upgraded. 

- Most of the bike racks on campus need upgraded.  The current racks are limited in usefulness and pretty 
bent up. 

- The restaurants and coffee shops near the corner of West Oregon and Goodwin could use some bike 
racks.  There is a new mixed use development being built on West Oregon as well, I'm assuming it will 
need some bike racks.   

 
2) Troublesome signals 

- I can't recall any troublesome signals. I know there have been a few, but none that have topped my 
threshold of irritation enough to remember the intersection. 

  
I'll definitely be at the meeting Thurs night. 
 
Response #14 
I've never been able to get any stoplights triggered on: 

1. Lincoln + Green, left turn lane 
2. University and Goodwin 
3. Neil and Most things (Kirby, St. Mary's, Green) <- ps. a lot of these underpasses (under the train tracks 
parallel to Neil) have big potholes, which easily can pop your tire, especially since they sometimes are on 
a slope up, and hard to see in advance.  
4. I think -- Sixth and Springfield. 

 
These are the only stoplights I've every really encountered on campus. 
 
As for Bike Racks, I am usually hard-pressed to find stuff in Downtown Champaign, for instance, going to a 
movie at Boardman's might mean searching around several blocks for a metal hand-rail to use, those sidewalk 
things are sparse, and sometimes (with a couple bikes locked to them) take a big part of the sidewalk, and they 
are hard to lock to.  A conversion of some parking lot spaces there to a couple racks might be useful?  Ditto 
for Downtown Urbana, I've never seen anything near say, Courier Cafe.  Also, I suppose there aren't too many 
commuters from Champaign to other areas, but for long-ish term storage, covered parking is nice!  
 
Don't know if you have control over campus property... but Green street also doesn't have too much, a lot of 
things get locked to those tree enclosures, and the fences along the sidewalk.  A lot of the racks on the quad 
are very old and broken, and hard to lock your bike to.  I am referring to the long poles, with double hoops 
coming out at regular intervals, they are too low!  The upside down "U"s are much better!  Example: Next to 
Foreign Language Building, or Lincoln Hall.  
 
Thanks, hope this helps! 
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Response #15 
I don't ride too much outside of the campus area in Champaign or Urbana, so I don't know specific spots 
where the lights don't trigger. 
 
As far as bike racks go, I believe there should be a series of racks throughout the downtown area, along with 
at least one rack per block for business areas.  The residential areas aren't as big a problem, since people are 
either riding through or stopping at personal residences.  This assumes, however, that the apartment 
complexes have enough racks to accommodate riders who live or visit those areas. 
 
Prioritized, I would suggest the immediate area around the Urbana Public Library, then circulating outward 
through the downtown, then moving to the outer-lying business areas.  I haven't even been to the Urbana 
WalMart, so I don't know what that area is like for accommodations or access. 
 
This may be little-to-no help, but it's better than flying blind, no? 
 
Response #16 
Hmmm... I swear I said that the Philo Road Biz District could desperately use some racks, but maybe it was in 
another context.  
 
Response #17 
Okay. 
  
These are the high priority locations that need more bike parking:  (I have advocated branding the parking for 
Urbana and using it as art.) 

• City Hall 
• Lincoln Square at Farmer's Market (preferably some covered parking here as well.) 
• Urbana Library - covered spaces added 
• CVS on Philo 
• Cafe Paradiso 
 

Places I would like to see more parking: 
• Downtown Urbana- somewhere visibly easy to access in addition to parking garage 
• Busey Bank 
• Post Office at Lincoln Square    
• Meadowbrook Park 
• Crystal Lake Park 
 

The light westbound on Illinois Ave. at Vine does not seem to activate.  I do not remember there even being an 
activator in the roadway.   
  
Otherwise I have not had trouble at lights in Urbana.  Champaign is another story. 
 
Response #18 
well, let's add Schnucks, Urbana. They have racks but they suck. There's a lack of good bike racks in the 
Krannert Arts and Entertainment District as well - places like Espresso, Paradiso, not sure what exists around 
Gregory Place I and II as this is still under construction.  
 
The university situation is equally grim. All the old style stuff and the Union is terrible. They haven't bothered 
with the ancient stuff they've got on the side of the building, east side - total embarrassment.  


