
A20-1 

Glossary 

Bicycle Level of Service (BLOS) — A measure for quantifying the “bike-friendliness” of a roadway.  It indicates 
bicyclist comfort level for specific roadway geometries and traffic conditions. 
 
Bike Lane — Portions of the roadway designated for bicyclist use. 
 
Bike Route — Specially designated shared roadways that are preferred for bicycle travel for certain recreation 
or transportation purposes. 
 
Bike-Activated Stoplight — A pavement marking indicating the detector trigger point for actuation of a traffic 
signal. 
 
Bikeway — A generic term for any road, street, path, or way which in some manner is specifically designated 
for bicycle travel, regardless of whether such facilities are designated for the exclusive use of bicycles or are to 
be shared with other transportation modes. 
 
Complete Streets — Transportation corridors that are designed and operated to enable safe, attractive and 
comfortable access and travel for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders. 
 
Rail-to-Trail — A shared-use path that is constructed over removed railtrack along a rail corridor. 
 
Rail-with-Trail — A shared-use path that parallels active railtrack, sometimes as an easement on railroad right-
of-way. 
 
Refuge Island — A concrete island in the middle of a roadway that allows bicyclists to cross one direction of 
traffic at a time.   
 
Share the Road sign — Signage that is used to alert motorists of the presence of cyclists in a normal, shared 
lane. 
 
Shared Bike/Parking Lane — A continuous white stripe on each side of the road, typically 7’-8’ wide.  These 
lanes are shared by bicyclists and parked cars. 
 
Shared Lane Marking — A pavement marking that includes a bicycle symbol and chevrons, placed to indicate 
correct straight-ahead bicycle position on a roadway. This may also be known as a “sharrow”. 
 
Shared-Use Path (trail) — A concrete or asphalt path physically separated from motor vehicle traffic, except at 
road crossings.  It accommodates a variety of users (including bicyclists and pedestrians) for both recreation 
and transportation purposes. 
 
Sidepath — A shared-use path running immediately parallel to a roadway, similar to a sidewalk.   
 
University Bike Path — Off-street path for exclusive bicycle use on the University of Illinois campus.  It has a 
striped dashed centerline to indicate bi-directional travel. 


