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Acronyms 

AASHTO -- American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 

ADA -- Americans with Disabilities Act 

ADT -- Average Daily Traffic count 

APS -- Accessible Pedestrian Signals 

CATS – Campus Area Transportation Study 

CCRPC -- Champaign County Regional Planning Commission  

CEO -- Chief Executive Officer 

CIP -- Capital Improvements Plan 

CNIC -- Canadian National-Illinois Central railroad 

CUMTD – Champaign Urbana Mass Transit District (or MTD) 

CUUATS -- Champaign-Urbana Urbanized Area Transportation Study 

EPA -- Environmental Protection Agency 

ESDA -- Emergency Services Disaster Agency 

FHWA -- Federal Highway Administration  

FTA -- Federal Transit Administration 

IDNR – Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

IDOT – Illinois Department of Transportation 

ITS -- Intelligent Transportation Systems 

LOS -- Level of Service 

LRTP – Long Range Transportation Plan 

MFT – Motor Fuel Tax 

MPO -- Metropolitan Planning Organization  

PIP -- Public Involvement Procedures 

SCIL -- Selected Crash Intersection Locations 

STIP -- State Highway Improvement Program 

STP -- Surface Transportation Program 

TEA-21 – Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 

TIP -- Transportation Improvement Program 

TOD -- Transit Oriented Development (also TND – Traditional Neighborhood 
Development) 

UI – University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

USC -- United States Code  

USDOT -- US Department of Transportation 

VHT – Vehicle Hours Traveled 

VMT -- Vehicle Miles Traveled 
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Glossary 
 
Accessibility   
The extent to which facilities are barrier- free and usable by people with disabilities, 
including those using wheelchairs    
 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals   
A device that communicates information about pedestrian signal timing in non-visual 
format, through the use of audible tones (or verbal messages) and vibrating surfaces 
(Public Rights-of-Way Access Advisory Committee). 
  
Activity center  
A place that draws high volumes of people such as a shopping mall, government 
offices, or a downtown district 
 
Alternative transportation mode  
Any transportation mode that is not a car (e.g. public transit, walking, and bicycling) 
 
At-grade railroad crossing   
The intersection of a railway and a road at the same level 
 
Average Daily Traffic count/volume  
The average number of vehicles traveling on a particular road on any given day 
 
Bike lane  
The portion of a roadway surface that is designated by pavement markings and 
signing for the exclusive use of bicyclists 
 
Bike path (bikeway)  
A general term for any on- or off-street corridor that is intended for bicyclists 
 
Bike route  
On-street path, often marked by signage, intended to be a safer route than unmarked 
streets for advanced bicyclists 
 
Brownfield   
Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated 
by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant (EPA) 
 
Collectors  
Roads that provide both mobility and access by gathering trips from localized areas 
and feeding them onto the arterial network  
 
Congestion  
Traffic conditions on roads, highways, or freeways that do not permit movement at 
optimal legal speeds 
 



 

 I - 3

Long Range Transportation Plan 2025

Context Sensitive Solutions  
An interdisciplinary approach that seeks effective, multimodal transportation 
solutions by working with stakeholders to develop, build and maintain cost-effective 
transportation facilities which fit into and reflect the project's surroundings - its 
"context".   Through early, frequent, and meaningful communication with 
stakeholders, and a flexible and creative approach to design, the resulting projects 
should improve safety and mobility for the traveling public, while seeking to preserve 
and enhance the scenic, economic, historic, and natural qualities of the settings 
through which they pass. 
  
Demand-response transit service  
A public transit option that allows for specific pick up and drop off locations based on 
passengers calling the transit service ahead of time (e.g. CUMTD SafeRides) 
 
Deviated fixed-route transit service  
A public transit service that provides a set route with specified stop locations, but 
that can also deviate from the route within a limited area  
 
Emissions  
A substance discharged into the air, especially by an internal combustion engine 
 
Emplanements     
Number of persons that board a plane 
 
Enhanced arterial fringe road system   
A system of arterial roads that circumnavigates the community that can limit access 
and permit higher speeds in order to improve mobility both within and around the 
community  
 
Environmental justice  
Ensuring that all persons, but especially minorities and low-income individuals, 
receive equal access to transportation services and amenities 
    
Financially constrained  
Refers to projects and programs that have a reasonably guaranteed funding source 
for their implementation 
 
Functional classification  
A process by which streets and highways are grouped into classes, or systems, 
according to the character of traffic service that they are intended to provide. All 
streets and highways are grouped into classes, depending on the character of the 
traffic (i.e., local or long distance) and the degree of land access that they allow 
(FHWA) 
 
Goal   
An end state that will be brought about by implementing the plan  
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Grade separated railroad crossing  
The intersection of a railway and a road at two different levels (e.g. a rail bridge 
crossing over a roadway) 
 
Greenway  
A corridor of open land that is managed for conservation and/or recreation. 
Greenways may follow natural land or water features such as rivers, shorelines or 
ridges, or human landscape features such as abandoned railroad corridors, trails or 
canals. Greenways may form connections between communities, parks, historic and 
cultural sites, and nature preserves. Greenways differ in their location and function, 
but overall, a greenway will provide recreational benefits, protect natural areas, 
enhance natural beauty and quality of life in neighborhoods and communities, or 
stimulate economic development opportunities. 
 
Headway   
The time period between buses moving in the same direction on a given route. 
 
High capacity transit system  
Public transit that accommodates a higher number of passengers (e.g. flexible 
transit, fixed-guideway, etc.) 
 
Illustrative project  
A project or program that has no reasonably guaranteed funding source for its 
implementation 
 
Implementation    
To put into effect; a means of achieving an end  
 
Implementation measure  
An action that, through its completion, helps achieve a goal or objective 
 
Induced traffic  
The observed increase in traffic volume that occurs soon after a new highway is 
opened or a previously congested highway is widened (FHWA) 
 
Intelligent Transportation Systems  
The electronics, communications or information processing used singly or integrated 
to improve the efficiency or safety of surface transportation (USDOT) 
 
Intermodal  
The use of one or more transportation modes in the movement of freight or people 
(e.g. trucks and rail) 
 
Intersection geometry  
The spatial characteristics of an intersection, including but not limited to number and 
width of lanes, turning lanes, and signalization 
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Other Principal Arterial   
Roadways that have the highest level of mobility and the lowest level of accessibility.  
They serve trips through urban areas and long distance trips between traffic 
generators within an urban area  
 
Level of Service (LOS)  
A qualitative measure describing operational conditions within a traffic stream, based 
on service measures such as speed and travel time, freedom to maneuver, traffic 
interruptions, comfort, and convenience (Highway Capacity Manual 2000) 
 
Local match  
The financial cost share for a local agency or agencies in a project or program 
 
Local roads   
Lower volume roadways that provide direct land access but are not designed to serve 
through-traffic needs 
 
Long Range Transportation Plan  
A federally mandated document that describes how the local area transportation 
system should evolve and function over the next 20 years  
   
Metropolitan planning area  
The geographic area that covers at least the existing urbanized area and the 
contiguous area expected to become urbanized during the 20-year planning horizon 
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization   
An agency designated by the Governor for each urbanized area to develop 
transportation plans and programs and serve as the clearinghouse for federal and 
state transportation funding to be used in the urbanized area 
 
Minor arterials   
Roads that serve shorter trips between traffic generators within urban areas; they 
have more access but a lower level of mobility than interstates and other principal 
arterials   
 
Mixed-use development  
Development that combines one or more land uses (e.g. commercial and residential) 
 
Mobility     
The ability to move or be moved from place to place (FHWA) 
 
Modal conflict  
When two or more transportation modes conflict (i.e. a bus lets its passengers out on 
a bike lane)  
 
Multimodal  
In reference to the transportation system, using two or more transportation modes 
for travel or transport 
 



 

 I - 6

Long Range Transportation Plan 2025 

Municipality  
A political unit, such as a city, town, or village, incorporated for local self-government 
 
Non-attainment areas  
Geographic areas in which the level of at least one criteria air pollutant is higher than 
the level allowed by the federal standards (EPA) 
 
Non-point source pollution   
Pollution without a single point of origin 
 
Non-renewable resource   
Natural resources that have a finite supply 
 
Objective  
Sub goals that help organize the implementation of the plan into measurable and 
manageable parts 
 
Origin-Destination Survey  
Survey that determines where a trip begins and ends 
 
Paratransit service  
A service provided by the Mass Transit District to eligible disabled and elderly 
individuals whose disabilities prevent them from using lift-equipped public transit 
 
Park and ride facility  
A parking lot typically provided on the periphery of a major activity center or 
community that provides public transit service to the activity center or core of the 
community; used to diminish congestion in core areas 
 
Parkway  
A broad landscaped highway, often divided by a planted median strip 
 
Peak hour  
The hourly traffic volume during the maximum-volume hour of the day 
 
Per capita income  
The total income of a community divided by the number of people in that community 
 
Population density  
Number of persons in a community divided by the land area of that community 
    
Revenue     
All the income produced by a particular source 
 
Ridership     
The number of passengers who ride a public transport system 
 
Scenario     
A set of characteristics defining possible future conditions  
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Shared-use path/multi-use path  
A trail that permits more than one type of user and that has a transportation and 
recreation function 
 
Sight distance  
The length of roadway/path ahead that is visible to the driver/bicyclist 
 
Sprawl  
Dispersed, auto-dependent development outside of compact urban areas, along 
highways, and in rural areas   
 
Stakeholder   
People, agencies, and organizations that have a vested interest in the local area 
transportation system 
 
Traffic calming  
The combination of mainly physical measures that reduce the negative effects of 
motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior and improve conditions for non-motorized 
street users (ITE) 
 
Traffic generator    
An activity center that creates a demand for traffic 
 
traffic signal coordination  
Changing traffic signals timing, phasing and/or technologies in order to improve 
traffic flow in one or more corridors 
 
Trail   
A path of travel for recreation and/or transportation within a park, natural 
environment, or designated corridor that is not classified as a highway, road, or street 
 
Transit Oriented Development   
A land-use planning tool that promotes pedestrian-friendly environments and 
supports transit use/ridership. It improves transit accessibility, compact land 
patterns, walking friendly environments, and reduced auto use. The TOD emphasis is 
on the establishment of high-density housing and commercial land uses around bus 
and rail stations. TOD includes pedestrian-friendly streets, mixed-use developments 
with retail, commercial spaces and schools, as well as parking management that 
reduces the amount of land needed for automobile use and parking (also Traditional 
Neighborhood Development, or TND) 
 
Transportation mode    
How a person chooses to travel (e.g. by bicycle, by air, by car) 
 
Travel delay  
The additional travel time experienced by a driver, passenger, or pedestrian (Highway 
Capacity Manual) 
 
 



 

 I - 8

Long Range Transportation Plan 2025 

Travel Model  
A tool used to study existing and future travel conditions for a designated area or 
community 
 
University District  
The area bounded by Neil Street to the west, University Avenue to the North, Windsor 
Road to the south, and Lincoln Avenue to the east 
 
Urban area  
An urban place of 5,000 or more people that includes urbanized areas as designated 
by the Census Bureau.  This area is used by IDOT to classify urban and rural roads 
under its functional classification system.   
 
Urbanized area  
An urban area of 50,000 or more people that is considered to be currently urban in 
character 
 
Vehicle Travel Time  
The average time spent by vehicles traversing a highway segment 
 
Volume-to-Capacity Ratio V/C  
The ratio of flow rate to capacity for a transportation facility; used to measure 
roadway congestion 


