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Geographic location and incorporated units 
The Champaign-Urbana-Savoy-Bondville urbanized area, with a 2000 population of 
123,885, comprises over 40 square miles of Champaign County, located in east-
central Illinois.  It is situated approximately 135 miles south of Chicago, 120 miles 
west-northwest of Indianapolis, and 180 miles northeast of Saint Louis.  There are 
four municipalities within the urbanized area, as designated by the US Census 
Bureau1: City of Champaign, City of Urbana, Village of Savoy, and Village of Bondville. 
 
City of Champaign.  The City of Champaign is the largest and most populated 
municipality in the urbanized area with a 2000 population of 67,518 and a land area 
of approximately 17 square miles.  Its transportation system includes 174 miles of 
streets, 19 miles of bicycle and/or pedestrian paths, direct access to three 
interstates (I-57, I-74, and I-72), and community-wide public bus service. 
 
City of Urbana.  The City of Urbana is the second largest and most populated 
municipality in the urbanized area with a 2000 population of 37,372 and a land area 
of approximately 11 square miles.  Its transportation system includes 94 miles of 
streets, 12 miles of bicycle and/or pedestrian paths, direct access to one interstate 
(I-74), and community-wide public bus service. 
 
Village of Savoy.  The Village of Savoy is the third largest and most populated 
municipality in the urbanized area with a 2000 population of 4,476 and a land area 
of approximately 1.5 square miles.  Its transportation system includes 12 miles of 
streets, 1.75 miles of bicycle and/or pedestrian paths, and public bus service in the 
northern portion of the community. 
 
Village of Bondville.  The Village of Bondville is located approximately two miles west 
of the City of Champaign on Illinois Route 10.  It is the smallest and least populated 
municipality in the urbanized area with a 2000 population of 455 and a land area of 
approximately .25 square miles.  Its transportation system includes approximately 
1.25 miles of streets. 
 
Workers living in the urbanized area utilize a variety of transportation modes 
when traveling to and from work, as seen in Table II-1. 
  
 
 

Section 2: The CUSB Urbanized Area 

1 It is important to note that the urbanized area boundary is not equal to the combination of the four 
communities’ corporate limit boundaries; instead, the Census Bureau defines the urbanized area based on 
population density of Census blocks.  This disparity reveals itself in the 2000 urbanized area population of 
123,885, which is roughly 14,000 higher than the combined populations of the four communities.  This is 
significant because funding levels for transportation projects are often based on urbanized area population.  
Source: US Census Bureau.             
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General population characteristics 
According to the 2000 Census, Champaign County, Illinois has a population of 
179,669.  Of these residents, 123,885 (69%) live inside the urbanized area, 
consisting of 49,692 households, with the average household size being 2.5 
persons.     
 
Age.  The largest group of urbanized area residents (20.6%) falls in the 18-21 years 
of age bracket.  This bracket includes students attending the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.  As can be seen in Figure II-1, there is a higher population of 
males under the age of 35 than females; this trend reverses for the older population.  
This difference results from several thousand more males attending the University of 
Illinois than females.         

Table II-1: Commuting to Work. Source: US Census Bureau, 2000 Census 

Figure II-1: Urbanized Area Population Age Pyramid. Source: US Census Bureau 
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Female Male

Champaign Urbana Savoy Bondville

Car, truck, or van; drove alone 65% 53% 80% 74%

Car, truck, or van; carpooled 11% 11% 10% 20%

Public transportation (includes taxicab) 6% 11% 5% -

Walked 12% 17% 0% -

Other means 3% 5% 1% -

Worked at home 3% 3% 4% 6%

Transportation Mode
% of Workers in Population Aged 16 or Older 
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Race & Origin.  As can be seen in Table II-2, the urbanized area population is 
primarily white (73.2%).  The second largest racial group is black or African-
American (14%).  The urbanized area has a higher percentage (26.8%) of its 
population in minority race categories than the county, which only has 21% 
non-white population.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Census differentiates between persons of Hispanic origin and race.  The 
urbanized area is home to 4,274 persons who stated they were Spanish, Hispanic, or 
Latino on the Census forms, representing 3.4% of the urbanized area population2.   
 
Education.  According to the 2000 Census, 38% of Champaign County residents over 
25 years of age have a bachelor’s degree or higher, placing it 3rd in educational 
status for Illinois counties.  This compares to 47% of residents over age 25 in the 
urbanized area with the same achievement.  Of residents over the age of 25 in the 
urbanized area, 25% have completed post-graduate degrees, ranking it 1st compared 
to all Illinois counties for this distinction.  Of Champaign County residents over age 
25, 91% have at least a high school degree, compared to 92% of urbanized area 
residents over age 25.   
 
Approximately 9% of the county population over age 25 did not graduate from high 
school, compared to 8% at the urbanized area level and 19% at the state level.  
Overall, Champaign County proves to have a highly educated population.         
 
Income.  The 1999 per capita income for the urbanized area was $19,253.  This is 
lower than the county, state, and national figures, which are $19,708, $23,104, and 
$21,587, respectively.  Table II-3 shows the poverty status of the urbanized area 
population in 1999 according to age.  As can be seen in the table, over 20% of the 
urbanized area is considered to be living below the poverty level.  This contrasts with 
16% for the county, 11% for the state, and 12% for the nation.  More detailed Census 
information tells us that the majority of the population living in poverty in the 
urbanized area is in the 18-24 age bracket (62.5%).  It could thus be argued that 
University of Illinois students create a disproportionate number of persons living 
below the poverty level for both the urbanized area and the county.        

Table II-2: Racial groups in terms of percentage 
population. Source: US Census Bureau (2000) 

Race (as a percentage of total population) County Urbanized Area

White alone 79.0% 73.2%

Black or African American alone 11.2% 14.0%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0.2% 0.2%

Asian alone 6.5% 9.0%

Native Haw aiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 0.0% 0.0%

Some other race alone 1.2% 1.5%

Tw o or more races 1.9% 2.0%

2Even though persons of Hispanic origin are not classified as a racial group by the Census, they are considered 
to be a significant minority group in our community and in our efforts to consider all minority groups in our 
planning processes.    
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Poverty Status in 1999 by Age Urbanized Area
Income in 1999 below  poverty level: 21%

Under 5 years 5%

5 years 1%

6 to 11 years 5%

12 to 17 years 4%

18 to 64 years 84%

65 to 74 years 1%

75 years and over 1%

Income in 1999 at or above poverty level: 79%

Under 5 years 6%

5 years 1%

6 to 11 years 7%

12 to 17 years 7%

18 to 64 years 67%

65 to 74 years 6%

75 years and over 5%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As stated previously, there are 49,692 households in the urbanized area.  Of these, 
69% are one- or two-person households.  The median household income for the 
urbanized area in 1999 was $33,460.  This compares to $37,780 for the county, 
$46,590 for the state, and $41,994 for the nation.  Table II-4 shows population by 
household type for the urbanized area.            
 

 
A different perspective shows median household income by age, as seen in Figure II-
2.  One can see that householders under age 25 (typically in the 18-25 year age 
range) have a far lower median income than other age ranges.  In addition, the 
urbanized area and county seem to fall especially short for this age range compared 
to state and national levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table II-3: Poverty 
Status in 1999 by Age, 
Urbanized Area. 
Source: US Census 
Bureau (2000) 

Table II-4: Population by 
Household Type, 
Urbanized Area. Source: 
US Census Bureau (2000) 

Household Size
Urbanized 

Area
Percent

1-person household 17,444 35%

2-person household 16,688 34%

3-person household 7,087 14%

4-person household 5,590 11%

5-person household 2,052 4%

6-person household 453 1%

7-or-more-person household 378 1%

Total: 49,692 100%
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Median Household Income by Age in 1999
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Population trends 
In the last ten years, the urbanized area has grown by about 7.5% in population, yet 
has grown by about 33% in terms of land area.  One result of this is that a 
disproportionate mileage of roadways in this newly expanded area must be 
maintained under the auspices of urbanized area and local agency funding, which in 
turn affects other transportation projects’ funding in the area.  This growth in area 
was due partially to the inclusion of the Village of Bondville in the urbanized area.  
This trend should continue with the next Census urbanized area designation in 2010, 
when the Villages of Mahomet and Tolono will likely be included due to their 
population density and proximity to the Champaign-Urbana urbanized area.       
 
Rural-Urban Ratio.  Since 1980, the urbanized area has been taking 2-3% of the 
county’s population from its rural areas every ten years.  This trend (seen in Table II-
5) is anticipated to continue at least over the next 20 years.     

 
 

Ratios 1980 1990 2000

Urbanized Area 64% 67% 69%

Outside Urbanized Area 36% 33% 31%

Table II-5: Rural-Urban Ratio.                                 
Source: Champaign County Statistical Abstracts 

Figure II-2: Median Household Income by Age. Source: US Census Bureau (2000) 
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Table II-6: Top Ten County Employers 2003.         
Source: Champaign County Chamber of Commerce. 

Top 10 County Employers
Number of  
Employees

University of Illinois 12,998

Carle Clinic Association 2,001

Carle Foundation Hospital 1,578

Champaign School District 1,575

Kraft Foods 1,263

Rantoul Products, Inc. 1,188

Provena Covenant Medical Center 1,160

Champaign County 874

Parkland College 805

Plastipak Packaging, Inc. 767

Employment 
Champaign County is a regional employment center, largely due to the University of 
Illinois and the two major medical centers located here.  According to the 2000 
Census, 32,577 Champaign County residents (35.2% of employed civilian residents) 
worked in educational, health, and social services.  Several manufacturers in the 
area, such as Kraft Foods and Plastipak Packaging, provide a significant number of 
jobs to residents as well.  In addition, the development of the North Prospect 
commercial corridor has created a strong retail sector.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Traveling in the urbanized area 
The majority of urbanized area residents have access to at least one vehicle per 
household.  As can be seen in Table II-7, the number of vehicles available per 
household by race is disproportionate.  White residents have the most access to a 
vehicle (91%), whereas those residents who classified themselves as “other race” 
have the least access to a vehicle (70%).   
 

 
 
 
As in most American cities, the majority of people drive their own vehicle to work.  As 
can be seen in Table II-8, 64.4% of workers over age 16 in the urbanized area drive 
alone to their place of work.  Alternative modes of transportation (walking, bicycling, 
and public transit) total 20.9% of the chosen travel modes.    
 
 
 
 

Table II-7: Vehicles Per Household, Urbanized Area. Source: US Census Bureau (2000) 

Vehicles per Household, 
Urbanized Area

White 
A lone 

Tw o 
Races 

Asian 
A lone 

Black 
Alone Latino 

American 
Indian/ 

Alaskan 

Other 
Race 

Haw aiian/     
Pacific 

Islander 

No vehicle available 9% 17% 20% 20% 27% 29% 30% NA

1 or more vehicles available 91% 83% 80% 80% 73% 71% 70% NA
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Travel Mode
% of Workers                                        

over age 16

Drove alone in a car, truck, or van 64.4%

Walked 11.6%

Carpooled in a car, truck, or van 10.6%

Public transportation 6.8%

Worked at home 3.4%

Bicycle 2.5%

Other means 0.4%

Motorcycle 0.2%

Travel Time,                             
Urbanized Area

% of Workers Working 
Outside the Home

Less than 5 minutes 5%

5 to 9 minutes 20%

10 to 14 minutes 30%

15 to 19 minutes 24%

20 to 24 minutes 9%

25 to 29 minutes 2%

30 to 34 minutes 4%

35 to 39 minutes 0%

40 to 44 minutes 1%

45 to 59 minutes 2%

60 to 89 minutes 1%

90 or more minutes 1%

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table II-9 illustrates that white residents drive alone in personal vehicles more than 
any other race, whereas persons that identified “other race” in the Census drive 
alone the least.  In addition, non-white persons use public transit more than white 
persons.  Latinos and householders that listed “other race” account for the highest 
percentage of commuter bicyclists of all races, and Asian householders account for 
the highest percentage of pedestrian commuters of all races.   
 

 
 
 
Table II-10 shows that the majority of residents in the urbanized area take less 
than 14 minutes to arrive at their place of work.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table II-10: Travel Time to 
Work, Urbanized Area.  
Source: US Census 
Bureau (2000) 

Table II-9: Means to Work by Race.  Source: US Census Bureau (2000) 

Table II-8: Travel Mode to Work for Workers age 16 
and over. Source: US Census Bureau (2000) 

Travel Mode White
Black or  
African 

American

Amer. Indian    
or Alaskan                           

Native
Asian

Other 
Race

Two or 
more  
races

Hispanic 
or Latino

Drove alone in a car, truck, or van 67.8% 60.7% 50.0% 43.2% 38.3% 57.5% 47.6%

Walked 10.7% 7.7% 18.2% 24.1% 19.9% 14.8% 19.6%

Carpooled in a car, truck, or van 9.6% 15.9% 23.5% 11.5% 13.4% 14.7% 10.5%

Public transportation 5.0% 11.9% 0.0% 14.8% 16.7% 8.2% 13.7%

Worked at home 3.6% 3.0% 0.0% 2.9% 0.8% 4.2% 1.0%

Bicycle 2.7% 0.9% 8.3% 2.4% 9.3% 0.0% 6.8%

Other means 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.6% 1.6% 0.6% 0.8%

Motorcycle 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%
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According to the 2000 Census, 14,312 people commute into Champaign County to 
work, whereas 4,943 Champaign County residents work outside the county.  
Vermilion County is the highest exporter of workers to Champaign County, followed by 
Piatt, Douglas, and Ford Counties.  Given that there is no public transit service 
between these counties, one can assume that the majority of these commuters travel 
alone or carpool in personal vehicles.     
  
Land Use 
The 40 square mile urbanized area encompasses a variety of land uses (see Figure II-
3).  Table II-11 shows acreages for the principal land uses; it is important to note that 
roadways are included in the given areas.  Residential areas comprise the largest 
area, totaling 17.5 square miles or 44% of the total.  The majority of these residential 
areas (59%) are medium density, which has been defined for LRTP purposes as 
having four or more dwelling units per acre (excluding multi-family residential areas).   
 

 
Agricultural uses comprise the second largest use of land in the urbanized area, 
covering 7.9 square miles or 19.6% of the total urbanized land area (including 
University agricultural lands).  These lands are primarily located north of the 
University of Illinois Willard Airport, but are also dispersed in smaller amounts on the 
fringes of the urbanized area.                       
 
The third largest land use in the urbanized area is parks and open space, comprising 
roughly 3.3 square miles or 8.2% of the urbanized land area.  Open spaces include 
utility and natural rights of way as well as parks.  The majority of this land is 
designated as public parks.       
 
The other 28% of the urbanized land area holds a mix of uses ranging from non-
agricultural University of Illinois property to commercial.  Generally, urbanized area 
land uses are segregated from one another, requiring non-pedestrian travel between 
them.  New development in the urbanized area has likewise tended toward 

Table II-11: Land Use 
Acreages.  Source: Local 
governments (2003) 

I D Desc r i p t i on Acreage Sq  M i % o f  A rea

1 Med-Dens Residential 6,626 10.35 26.0%

2 Agricultural 4,451 6.95 17.4%

3 Low-Dens Residential 3,082 4.82 12.1%

4 Parks & Open Space 2,100 3.28 8.2%

5 Multi-Family Residential 1,512 2.36 5.9%

6 Commercial 1,408 2.20 5.5%

7 Airport 1,386 2.17 5.4%

8 Institutional 1,218 1.90 4.8%

9 Industrial 1,204 1.88 4.7%

10 UI Non-Agricultural 921 1.44 3.6%

11 Office 582 0.91 2.3%

12 UI Agricultural 574 0.90 2.2%

13 Vacant 348 0.54 1.4%

14 Stormwater Detention 105 0.16 0.4%

25,516 39.87 100%TOTAL
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dependence on the personal vehicle, especially with the decreased population 
densities found in the fringe areas where growth has occurred.   
 
Within these urbanized area land uses, there are approximately 595 miles of 
roadways: 

 
 
 
 
The roadway classes listed in Table II-12 have an inverse relationship of mobility and 
accessibility.  Interstates and other principal arterials are roadways that have the 
highest level of mobility and the lowest level of accessibility.  They serve trips through 
urban areas and long distance trips between traffic generators within an urban area.  
Minor arterials serve shorter trips between traffic generators within urban areas; they 
have more access but a lower level of mobility than interstates and other principal 
arterials.  Collectors provide both mobility and access by gathering trips from 
localized areas and feeding them onto the arterial network.  Local roads are lower 
volume roadways that provide direct land access but are not designed to serve 
through-traffic needs.  The majority of traffic occurs on interstates and other principal 
arterials, which have higher speed limits due to the lower level of accessibility to 
driveways and cross streets.  Figure II-4 illustrates the functional classification of the 
urbanized area roadways.         

Table II-12: Urbanized Area 
Roadways.  Source: IDOT (2004) 

Type M ileage

Interstate 35.8

Other Principal Arterials 43.7

Minor Arterials 73.4

Collectors 61.8

Local 379.9

TOTAL 594.5

Urbanized Area Roadw ays
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