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A Day in the Life: 2004 
Making positive changes in the future requires us to take a look at our community in 
the present.  It is this local knowledge about a specific residential street, a certain 
intersection, or a busy commercial area that gives us insight as to what needs to be 
different.  This narrative takes a more personal point of view on the Champaign-
Urbana-Savoy-Bondville urbanized area before we introduce the changes proposed in 
this plan for the future of our community. 
 

 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.  
Commuters begin to trickle in on east University Avenue from Interstate 74, IL 130, 
and US 150 from Danville and smaller towns such as St. Joseph, Ogden, Philo, and 
Homer.  Many rural Champaign County residents and residents from adjacent 
counties commute to Champaign-Urbana to work.  IL 10, US 45, Interstate 57, and 
Interstate 72 also bring in the majority of external trips to the community.  Many 
residents, however, make use of the farm roads and county highways around 
Champaign-Urbana-Savoy to avoid the busier roadways.             
 
Also on East University Avenue in Urbana, CUMTD buses begin pulling out of the 
depot, ready to start the first runs of the day, which will include picking up hundreds 
of University of Illinois students, faculty, and staff from the various apartment 
complexes and homes both on and off campus.  Yellow school buses likewise leave 
the depot on East Washington Street in Urbana, on their way to urban neighborhoods 
and rural homes to pick up children attending the 25 or so elementary and middle 
schools located throughout Champaign-Urbana. 
 
Over on Kirby Avenue just west of Neil Street in Champaign, local residents can be 
found eating an early breakfast at Merry Ann’s Diner, Aunt Sonya’s, and Bagelman’s, 
or picking up a cup of coffee from Espresso Royale.  They might run into some delays 
getting back out into traffic on both Kirby and Neil, which are principal east-west and 
north-south corridors serving the University and other employment centers. 
 
Patrons at Merry Ann’s might feel the rumble of the northbound Amtrak on the tracks 
adjacent to the restaurant as the 6:30 to Chicago heads toward the station located 
at the Illinois Terminal in downtown Champaign.  Many area residents wish the 
morning train was more reliable so that they could commute to and from Chicago for 
business trips or take a ride to the city for a day trip. 
 
Residents traveling north on US45 from southern Champaign County might see one 
of the first flights of the day departing from the University of Illinois Willard Airport.   
The first plane heads to Cincinnati shortly before 6 a.m., followed by flights to St. 
Louis, Chicago, and Detroit.  The 15 or so departures per day create a steady stream 
of traffic to and from Champaign-Urbana-Savoy.                

Section 7: Current Perspectives 
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Shuttle lot west of the Assembly Hall 

Crossing guard at Prairie School 

 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
This is the peak morning traffic hour, when one can expect to be delayed a bit, 
especially on the east-west corridors of the community.  Parents are dropping their 
children off at school, school buses and MTD buses are making frequent stops to 
pick up passengers, and a large proportion of employed residents are heading to the 
largest employer in Champaign County: the University of Illinois.   
 
With University classes beginning at 
8 and University staff starting work 
by 8:30, local public transit and 
personal vehicles begin to fill the 
Campus area and the roads leading 
to it.  On north Lincoln Avenue, 
residents from areas such as St. 
Joseph and Mahomet enter the 
community from I-74, the 
interchange most used by incoming 
University commuters.  Significant 
delays can be found for motorists 
coming off those interstate ramps.  
West of the Assembly Hall, the 
University shuttle lot unites 
commuter cars with MTD buses that run routes throughout campus in 5-10 minute 
intervals.  Sidewalks and bike paths fill with pedestrians and bicyclists, with the 
busiest areas of Campus being in and around the Quad.  Many residents use multiple 
transportation modes on Campus.  Some will take the MTD to arrive on Campus, 
using the bicycle carriers available on the buses, and then ride their bicycles to class.  
Others prefer bicycling and walking or riding the bus and walking.       
 
In North Urbana, the Carle Hospital shuttle lot (also the Champaign County 
Fairgrounds parking lot) is filling up with hospital staff and visitors.  Carle provides a 
shuttle bus service every 10 minutes or so between the lot and the hospital located 
three blocks to the south.  Other Carle staff and visitors are turning into the main 
hospital entrance that also leads to the parking garage adjacent to the hospital.  This 
section of University Avenue in Urbana is typically busy with pedestrians and cars 
moving between different hospital buildings.   

 
In front of and near every elementary school 
in the community, crossing guards are 
posted at this hour to assure that children 
arrive safely to school.  Cars slow to a 
posted 20 miles per hour in these stretches 
of roadway, and motorists are typically more 
cautious when children are walking nearby.  
While most children walk and ride their 
bicycles on sidewalks, some can be found 
riding in the street or walking on street 
medians, which create hazards for both 
children and motorists. 
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Intersection of Wright Street and Green Street 

Commuter traffic in Champaign-Urbana primarily flows east-west, as residential areas 
mostly exist to the east and west of the University, which is in the center of the 
community.  There are four major east-west arterials that carry the brunt of traffic 
during the peak hours: Windsor Road, Kirby/Florida Avenue, Springfield Avenue, and 
University Avenue.  Kirby/Florida and Springfield tend to be the most time-consuming 
to travel on because of their proximity to the University.  Windsor Road has higher 
speed limits and fewer access points, making it a favorite for suburban travelers.  
University Avenue is a typical path for many University faculty and staff who want to 
avoid the more congested roads closer to Campus.  Despite the variety of roadways, 
there is a fair amount of heavy traffic, which is causing some motorists to seek other 
means to arrive to work, such as traveling on rural roads such as Curtis Road, where 
speed limits are higher and there are fewer traffic control devices.   
 

 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Campus becomes a bit livelier as 
students, faculty and staff head to 
lunch, creating a large pedestrian 
population along Green Street, 
where many restaurants are 
located.  At the intersection of 
Wright Street and Green Street one 
can see students walking 
diagonally through the intersection 
during the “all-stop” phase of the 
traffic signal, meant to give 
pedestrians a safer allocation of 
time to cross the street than a 
typical traffic signal phasing.  One 
can also hear sounds coming 
from the audible pedestrian 
signal at that intersection, which tells visually impaired pedestrians when it is safe to 
cross the street.   
 
North Prospect becomes busier as people take their lunch breaks to run an errand at 
one of the stores or eat lunch at one of the myriad restaurants.  Some intersections 
in the corridor become backed up with cars, with some cars stranded in the middle of 
an intersection when the traffic signal changes.  There are very few pedestrians or 
bicyclists present in part because there are no pedestrian walkways between the 
sidewalks and the stores.  This area is perceived as dangerous for pedestrians and 
bicyclists because of the lack of facilities for them as well as the high traffic volumes. 
 
At the Champaign and Urbana high schools, students rush out to local fast food 
restaurants and stores during their lunch break before returning to afternoon 
classes.  Many pile into a friend’s car while some walk to a nearby park or store to 
eat.  The pace is rushed for those heading to restaurants, as they know they must 
compete with traffic and other restaurant patrons, eat, and return within 30 minutes.            
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Herff Jones, Market Street, Champaign 

Students in front of Urbana Middle School 

 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Outside Urbana Middle School, MTD 
buses are lined up along the 
sidewalk in an exclusive bus parking 
lane.  The MTD serves Champaign 
and Urbana middle schools and 
high schools, taking students on 
both regular and special routes that 
accommodate school hours.  Many 
other students walk to and from 
school, creating unique safety 
concerns for the local transportation 
system.  
 
 
 
A few blocks north of the Illinois 
Terminal in downtown Champaign, 
employees at Herff Jones Cap and 
Gown Division are creating a bit of a 
bottleneck for cars as they cross 
Market Street toward the employee 
parking lot.  An occasional freight 
train crossing Bradley Avenue to the 
north or crossing Market Street to 
the south of the factory sometimes 
causes traffic delays.  Numerous 
factories in Champaign-Urbana 
have at least one shift change that 
creates heavy traffic around the 
facility for a short period of time.     
 

 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
It is the peak traffic hour for Champaign-Urbana-Savoy, when traffic volumes are 
highest and most people just want to get home or someplace other than work.  
University staff ends its workday at 4:30, creating a mass exodus that affects all 
roadways near Campus.  Heading down to the intersection of First Street and 
Windsor Road, one can find cars lined up for several blocks in the only southbound 
lane, waiting their turn for the green light that favors Windsor Road traffic.  On 
Springfield Avenue, westbound traffic often backs up for many blocks, especially 
around its intersections with Neil Street and Prospect Avenue, where traffic is one 
lane in each direction.    
 
Many residents stop by the Wal-Mart Supercenter on south US45 in Savoy to pick up 
a few items before heading home.  The IGA grocery store on Kirby Avenue has its 
parking lot full and many pedestrians making their way in from the Hessel Park 
apartments across the street or from the MTD bus that stops in front of the store.  
Corner gas stations have most of their pumps full, sometimes with cars waiting to fill 
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Meadowbrook Park on Windsor Road 

their tanks.  Getting out of the corner gas station can be harrowing during peak hour, 
with few gaps large enough to slip a car into the flow of traffic. 
 
At Meadowbrook Park in Urbana, 
children are coming to play, adults are 
arriving to walk or run on the shared-use 
paths, and bicyclists are riding on the 
path adjacent to the park on Windsor 
Road.  Many neighborhood residents 
come to the park on foot, but must 
cross the four-lane, 40 mile-per-hour 
Windsor Road to do so.  Crosswalks are 
provided, but cars are not required to 
stop on Windsor so that pedestrians can 
cross, creating a hazard for pedestrians.  
There are numerous public parks that 
have access issues such as parking 
options that endanger pedestrians or, like Meadowbrook, do not offer a safe way to 
arrive on foot. 
 
The intersection of Windsor Road and Staley Road has plenty of westbound vehicles 
waiting at the two-way stop sign as cars pass at high speeds on Staley.  Southwest 
Champaign has developed rapidly over the last 20 years, with no signs of slowing 
down.  Windsor Road and Kirby Avenue are the roads most people use to get to that 
part of town, which create delays at intersections such as Windsor and Staley that do 
not have traffic signals to help improve traffic flows. 
 
Motorists are using I-57 and I-74 as local high-speed corridors to get home, despite 
interstates not being intended for local traffic.  Ramps leading to and from the 
interstates, especially at interchanges closest to the University such as Lincoln 
Avenue, become congested. Traffic volumes on I-74 have passed 40,000 vehicles 
per day, making it the busiest roadway in the area.  Construction on the I-74 ramp 
exiting to North Prospect has created delays for the already-congested corridor, but 
they are adding another right turn lane from the ramp, which should ease some 
congestion in the long term.       
 

 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
North Prospect picks up the pace as residents congregate in the dozen or so 
restaurants that line the street.  Some will stop by one of the nearby stores before or 
after dinner to do some shopping or take care of personal business.  Some 
restaurant workers, people who live nearby, or MTD riders can be seen walking or 
riding their bicycles on the sidewalks; few are seen traversing the large parking lots 
between the sidewalks and the stores.         
 
A similar situation can be seen in downtown Champaign and Urbana, where locals 
are congregating at the many bars and restaurants that have cropped up over the 
last ten years.  After 5 or 6 p.m., parking becomes free in most areas, bringing plenty 
of cars to the area.  But there are a good number of pedestrians walking on the wide 
sidewalks, looking in storefronts, or drinking coffee outside a café.  
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By 7 p.m., most of the MTD buses have switched to night routes, which run less 
frequently on more limited routes.  MTD vans can be seen around the University 
picking up students who have called requesting a free ride home through the 
SafeRides program; they will run through 6:30 a.m.       
 
At Willard Airport in Savoy, the last flights of the day are leaving the airport, heading 
to Detroit and Chicago.   
 
For the most part, people are heading home for the evening, which is decreasing 
traffic on the roads.  Many are still out on foot or bicycle getting in some exercise or 
enjoying an evening walk.  At Morrissey Park in Champaign, cars are lined up along 
the northern edge of the park as parents watch their kids play football, soccer, and 
baseball.  The cars create two hazards: a one-lane bottleneck on a curving road, and 
a place for children to run out from between cars into the street.  On the east side of 
the park, the Champaign Public Library Bookmobile parks in its usual spot, waiting for 
children and families to come by on foot, bicycle, or in a car to check out library 
books.   
 

 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. 
Most stores are closing for the day at this time, letting their employees leave for other 
destinations.  Traffic is generally calm, buses outside of Campus are almost empty, 
and most residents are winding down in their homes.   Parks have emptied out at 
dusk, leaving few pedestrians and bicyclists on the streets.      
 
In contrast, the University is still full of activities, with students heading to the library, 
bars, or back to their dorms and apartments.  The last class at the University ends at 
10 p.m., sending professors and staff home for the night.  MTD continues its shuttle 
routes every 5-10 minutes throughout the night, picking up and dropping off at 
popular destinations.  There are still plenty of pedestrians, but not as many bicyclists, 
as twilight descends on the area.  Many students who walk or bicycle during the day 
revert to the cars that are typically parked near their homes as they head out for an 
evening with friends or feel safer traveling at night if they are in their cars.       
 
Such is the day in the life of the Champaign-Urbana-Savoy area transportation 
system.  What kind of changes can we anticipate by 2025? 
 


