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Simulation of proposed I-57 interchange at  
Curtis Road  

 
 

 
 
A Day in the Life: 2025 
We have already looked at our community in terms who the residents are, where they 
live and work, and what options they have for traveling on an average day.  The next 
step is to envision how this community will be in 20 years.  Who are the residents? 
Where are they living and working? What travel options do they have? This section 
takes a look at how our transportation system will function for our community from 
the perspective of the average resident. 
 
A note: Please keep in mind that nothing in the future is guaranteed; funding and 
situations change such that any aspect reflected in this “A Day in the Life: 2025” 
section could be postponed or never occur.   
 

 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.  
The Champaign-Urbana-Savoy-Bondville-Tolono-Mahomet urbanized area is even 
more of a major employment center, having increased its number of employees by 
about 40,000 over the last 20 years.  Early morning commuter traffic still enters the 
community on the same major corridors, but now many come into town using the I-57 
interchange at Curtis Road that was built in 2007.  Previous I-57 motorists had to exit 
two miles south at Monticello Road or three miles north at the I-74 interchange.  This 
new entryway into the community provides direct access to the City of Urbana and 
the University of Illinois via Curtis Road. 
 

Travelers coming in at the new 
interchange can easily connect to 
the enhanced arterial fringe road 
that circumnavigates the 
community.  Motorists can avoid 
center-city traffic and reduce 
travel times on this higher-speed 
road that has limited access 
points and minimal crossroads.  
The roadway was designed using 
context sensitive solutions, which 
applies different design 
specifications depending on the 
surroundings and needs of the 
community.  For example, some 
of the more rural parts of the 
arterial fringe road have only two 

lanes and perhaps one access point or crossroad per mile, whereas other parts that 
traverse residential areas have a parkway design that helps protect the natural 
environment and lower speeds while in that area.  When motorists head east on 
Curtis Road from the interchange, they are on a part of the fringe road system that 
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Example of a Walking School Bus in Milpitas, 
California. Source: www.iwalktoschool.org 

has four lanes to handle the incoming interstate traffic.  With context sensitive 
solutions applied, this part of Curtis Road also has lower speeds so that motorists are 
aware of existing access points (driveways, a church parking lot entrance, a nearby 
school) and the on-street bicycle lanes that were built as part of the 
interchange/Curtis Road improvement project.   
 
People in the fringe areas of the community might also see MTD buses starting their 
routes that have been extended to serve more residents in areas such as Cherry 
Hills, Myra Ridge, and Savannah Green subdivisions.  Some of these routes run 
express between fringe areas, major activity centers, and the core of the community.  
This expanded service was initiated in an effort to increase transit ridership by 
making public transit more popular for those who would not use the bus system due 
to time constraints.         
 
Over by Aunt Sonya’s and Merry Ann’s, traffic flows a bit smoother since the fringe 
arterial road system has been implemented.  The new fringe road system has given 
many residents in southwest Champaign (the fastest growing area of the community) 
another east-west corridor option for arriving to employment centers such as the 
University.  The improved road has helped keep the growing population from 
congesting roads such as Kirby Avenue and Springfield Avenue during peak travel 
periods.       
 

 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 
Peak hour traffic in the University District has taken on a different form, as more cars 
are being left in shuttle lots and parking garages on the fringe of the University and 
high capacity transit is taking travelers from there into the core of the University.  This 
movement is facilitated by MTD’s implementation of a daycare adjacent to the park 
and ride lots.  The MTD hopes to expand the high capacity transit system to areas 
outside its current extension between downtown Champaign and downtown Urbana.  
Riders of the improved system note the timeliness of the system and how 
development seems to be springing up around the transit stops.  The center of the 
community seems livelier as pedestrians walk from their homes to nearby shops and 
services, or hop on the transit system to reach work downtown without having to 
search and pay for a parking space.   

 
In many neighborhoods, children can be 
found taking a Walking School Bus, 
where a parent volunteer walks a 
specified route to school, picking up 
children as they go.  This idea was 
implemented as part of an effort to 
educate parents about safe travel 
options to school that promotes 
healthier lifestyles.  The number of 
children that are dropped off by their 
parents in cars has decreased since the 
inception of the Walking School Bus, 
while children’s safety when walking to 
and from school has increased.         
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Simulation of Market Street in front of Herff 
Jones, Champaign 

 
 
Commuter traffic has a new balance in Urbana since Florida Avenue was extended to 
IL 130.  Incoming traffic was previously forced to use US 150, Washington Street or 
the two-lane Windsor Road, all of which made motorists take a less than ideal route 
to reach the University and other core employment centers.      
 

 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
In the North Prospect/Olympian Drive commercial/industrial area, roads are busy 
during this peak hour as people head to the stores and restaurants.  Since the 
development of residential areas north of Market Place Mall and to the east of North 
Prospect, traffic has increased substantially.  Several new roads traversing the area, 
such as Interstate Drive, have further complicated the traffic situation around North 
Prospect.  In addition, new stores such as the Wal-Mart Supercenter and new 
industrial facilities have created huge employment centers for the area.  MTD has 
expanded its service in the area in an attempt to improve travel conditions between 
the employment centers and residential areas.    
 
On Campus, students, faculty, staff, and visitors take to the streets in search of lunch 
or a break from classes.  Many step on to the high capacity transit system heading 
toward Lincoln Square, which has become a major activity center since the owners 
renovated the mall and added apartments above the main complex, which now also 
holds an MTD transit terminal.  Residents come to shop and eat in the variety of 
restaurants that line the open-air corridors, stopping for convenience items before 
they ride the transit system back to Campus.  The transit system has made life a lot 
easier for Campus dwellers that no longer have to look and pay for parking.  Fewer 
students are bringing their cars to Campus, as they find it very walkable and 
pedestrian friendly.         
 

 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Up at Herff Jones Cap and Gown 
Division, there is no longer a 
bottleneck as employees cross 
Market Street to enter the factory.  In 
accordance with the City of 
Champaign Beardsley Park Plan, the 
company negotiated a land trade with 
the City of Champaign so that the 
employee parking lot on the west side 
of Market Street would become a 
residential area, while the City’s 
Public Works storage facility to the 
south of the factory would become a 
parking lot for Cap and Gown 
employees.  Infill development such 
as the residential area across from 
the factory has become more common over the last 20 years as local officials make 
better use of existing infrastructure in the core rather than building exclusively in the 



 

 VIII - 4

Long Range Transportation Plan 2025 

Simulation of potential Windsor Road design by 
Meadowbrook Park 

fringe areas of the community.  This has helped relieve traffic on the major arterials 
leading into the core, and lowered infrastructure maintenance costs for the city.    
 
As middle school and high school students leave school for the day, the MTD bus 
system takes many on routes that were previously unavailable to the fringe areas of 
the community.  This expanded service helps the school districts more efficiently 
transport students to and from school utilizing a hub-and-spoke system.  MTD also 
continues to provide after school extensions to regular routes.      
 
At Meadowbrook Park, the issue still exists of how to safety cross from the north side 
of Windsor Road to the park on the south side.  Local engineers and planners have 
discussed pedestrian warning lights, more signs warning drivers of pedestrians, a 
median, a pedestrian bridge, lowering the posted speed limit, lighted crosswalks, 
flags that pedestrians can carry across the street to signal motorists of their crossing, 
installing all-way stop signs, and installing traffic signals. They determined that none 
of these proposals 
would sufficiently 
improve pedestrian 
safety at that site.  
Despite best efforts to 
resolve the issue, it 
would appear that the 
best solutions are for 
pedestrians to wait 
for a safe gap to cross 
the street, installing a 
well-designed median 
that is wide enough to 
serve as a refuge at 
mid-crossing, and to 
educate all residents 
about using caution in 
areas with high 
volumes of pedestrian 
traffic.       
 
From Meadowbrook Park, it is now feasible to bicycle on shared-use paths over what 
is known as the “Conrail Trail” that extends between Urbana and Danville’s Kickapoo 
State Park.  Public-private partnerships with Wal-Mart, local developers, railroad 
companies, and the Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation created 
numerous paths over the last 20 years that provide a safer recreational journey than 
previously possible.  Other “Rails-to-Trails” efforts that convert abandoned rail lines 
to pedestrian and bicycle paths are in planning stages on rail lines connecting 
Champaign to other nearby communities such as Seymour and Monticello. 
 

 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
During this peak hour traffic period, the exodus from Campus has taken a turn for the 
better because of the high capacity transit system, shuttle lots, and parking garages.  
With the inception of the high capacity transit system, dense residential 
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developments began to spring up around the transit stops, creating an environment 
for walking and use of public transit.  Some residents moved from the fringe of the 
community to these developments that are within walking distance of their work and 
classes at the University.  Other students, faculty, and staff take the high capacity 
transit system to the Assembly Hall shuttle lot or the newer shuttle lot located at 
Lincoln Square.  University traffic has diminished because of these satellite parking 
stations.  At the Assembly Hall shuttle lot, parents are picking up their children at the 
MTD daycare facility that was designed for parents to drive to the shuttle lot, drop 
their children off, and take public transit in to Campus to work or class.   The 
convenience of not having to stop at a daycare center on the way to work has made it 
a popular concept.  The parking garages constructed in various parts of Campus have 
been effective in keeping some traffic out of the University core, but people complain 
about delays when leaving the garages at the end of the workday.      
 
On IL 130 in Urbana, many residents stop by the Wal-Mart Supercenter on their way 
home from work.  Whereas Urbana residents previously depended on the Savoy Wal-
Mart or Champaign’s North Prospect for many items, now the city has become self-
sufficient for everyday necessities.  The intersection north of Wal-Mart, IL130 at US 
150, is congested at this time of day despite improvements negotiated by the City of 
Urbana that were made to the corridor when Wal-Mart was constructed.       
 
Interstate 74 continues to be the busiest roadway in the urbanized area; its use as a 
local road for traveling between Champaign and Urbana is still significant.  IDOT has 
widened I-74 in the Champaign-Urbana area to three lanes in each direction in 
addition to the exit lanes, improving traffic flows for the corridor.  While Olympian 
Drive between Market Street in Champaign and US 45 in Urbana has been 
completed, many residents still find traversing Champaign-Urbana more convenient 
via I-74.  Olympian Drive is the northern section of the arterial fringe road system.  
Many of its users come from outside of town, using Olympian to connect to a north-
south street in town that leads to their destination rather than taking local roads that 
have lower posted speed limits and slower traffic flows.   
 

 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 
Traffic has significantly decreased in most parts of town, with the exception of the 
downtown areas and major activity centers such as North Prospect and Lincoln 
Square.  The high capacity transit system begins carrying students and other 
residents to the bars and restaurants in the downtowns from Campus.  People that 
previously shunned public transit that they perceived as dirty and inconvenient 
readily use the higher capacity system because of its convenience to their homes if 
they live in or around the Campus area.   
 
More pedestrians and bicyclists are commonplace now along North Prospect and the 
Olympian Drive area since the cities began requiring walkways between the stores 
and sidewalks with all new commercial developments.  There are also more people 
out and about on foot or bicycle in the area because of the residential development 
north and east of the Wal-Mart Supercenter on North Prospect.   
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 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.  
Fewer cars are on the streets as people settle in at home for the night.  Parks close 
at dusk, bringing pedestrians and other outdoor recreationalists in off the walkways 
and bike paths.  It is in the center of the community where residents are still active, 
making the streets come alive with music from nearby bars, groups walking and 
conversing under the safety of street lights on their way home from the library, the 
hum of a high capacity transit vehicle traveling up the street, and the rumble of the 
Amtrak as it leaves the Illinois Terminal.        
 
Where do we go from here? 
Now that we have illustrated how the future could look if we were to implement this 
Long Range Transportation Plan, the following sections will show how we arrived at a 
concept for our transportation system’s future, and how we propose to implement 
that concept given the resources we believe we will have over the next 20 years.   


