
CUUATS Technical Committee Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 

Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Place: John Dimit Conference Room 
Brookens Administrative Center 
1776 E. Washington St., Urbana 

Members Present: Dalitso Sulamoyo, Karl Gnadt, Andrew Johnson, Rob Kowalski, Chris Sokolowski, Lorrie 
Pearson, Jeannie Bland, Stacey DeLorenzo, James K. Sims, Dick Helton,  Levi Kopmann 
Members Absent: Jeff Blue, Dave Clark, Bill Gray 

Staff Present: Ashlee McLaughlin, Rita Morocoima-Black, Gabe Lewis, Lori Morgan, Shuake Wuzhati, 
Harshala Sardar, Debbie Peterik 
Others Present: Tom Caldwell, Philip Limes, David Monk, Marcus Ricci, Kate Swinford, Sharif Ullah 

MEETING MINUTES 

Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order, Roll Call 
Mr. Gnadt called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

II. Audience Participation
Mr. David Monk made a suggestion about the piece of railroad abandoned between Smith Road and Main
Street. He suggested using it as an extension of Main Street to help connectivity and safety. He will be sharing
his comments at the Kickapoo Rail Trail meeting on Thursday, September 7.

III. Approval of Agenda
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Sokolowski seconded. Upon vote, the motion to
approve the agenda unanimously carried.

IV. Approval of Minutes
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the CUUATS Technical Committee Minutes of June 14, 2017. Ms.
DeLorenzo seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the minutes unanimously carried.

V. New Business 
A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY2017-2020 Amendments – Ashlee McLaughlin 

Background: The State of Illinois, Champaign County, and the Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District 
have proposed four amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2018-2021. The 
following describes the proposed amendments:  



This is a new state project for skidproofing at four locations on I-74 in Champaign County. The total project 
cost is $1,372,000 with 90 percent ($1,235,000) in federal HSIP funding and a 10 percent ($137,000) state 
match. The total project cost includes locations in McLean and Douglas Counties. This project is in FY 18.  
Champaign County Project CC-18-02  
This is a new Champaign County project for the installation of stop signs at rural, uncontrolled 
intersections throughout the county. The total project cost is $336,000 with 90 percent ($302,400) in HSIP 
funds and a 10 percent ($33,600) local match. This project is in FY 18.  
CU-MTD Project MTD-19-01  
This is an existing MTD project for replacing six 40-foot hybrid buses for a total cost of $3,768,000. The 
number of replacement buses has increased from six to seven, increasing the total project cost 17 percent 
from $3,768,000 to $4,396,000. This project is in FY 19.  
CU-MTD Project MTD-19-02  
This is a new MTD project for the expansion of Illinois Terminal as part of a joint development project. The 
total project cost is $8,750,000 with 80 percent ($7 million) in from federal 5307 funding and 20 percent 
($1.75 million) from MTD capital reserves. This project is in FY 19.  

Mr. Kowalski made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 2018-2021. Mr. 
Johnson seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 

B. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY2017-2020 Modifications – Ashlee McLaughlin 
Background: The Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District has submitted four administrative 
modifications to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2018-2021. The following describes the 
modifications: 

CU-MTD Project MTD-18-03 
This is an existing MTD project for replacing three (3) 40-foot hybrid buses for a total cost of $1,848,775. 
The unit cost of the buses decreased from $616,000 to $605,000, decreasing the total project cost by 2 
percent from $1,848,775 to $1,815,000. This project is in FY 18. 
CU-MTD Project MTD-18-06 
This is an existing MTD project for replacing four (4) 40-foot hybrid buses for a total cost of $2,465,034. 
The unit cost of the buses decreased from $616,000 to $605,000, decreasing the total project cost by 2 
percent from $2,465,034 to $2,420,000. This project is in FY 18. 
CU-MTD Project MTD-20-01 
This is an existing MTD project for replacing six (6) 60-foot hybrid buses for a total cost of $6,000,000. The 
unit cost of the buses is $1,000,000. The federal cost share for the project has decreased from $4,800,000 
to $2,100,000 and the state cost share has increased from $1,200,000 to $3,900,000. The new project 
funding split is 65 percent federal and 35 percent state. The total project cost remains the same. This 
project is in FY 20. 

State of Illinois Project A092/A163 



CU-MTD Project MTD-21-01 
This is an existing MTD project for replacing six (6) 60-foot hybrid buses for a total cost of $6,120,000. The 
unit cost of the buses is $1,020,000. The federal cost share for the project has decreased from $4,896,000 
to $2,142,000 and the state cost share has increased from $1,224,000 to $3,978,000. The new project 
funding split is 65 percent federal and 35 percent state. The total project cost remains the same. This 
project is in FY 21. 

Mr. Caldwell asked for an explanation on the shifting of funds. Mr. Gnadt commented that MTD is 
preserving as much federal funding as possible for the downtown Champaign projects in order to have 
state funding available to make up the difference. 

C. Approval of Annual Listing of Federally Obligated Projects FY 2017 – Ashlee McLaughlin 
Ms. McLaughlin made the following comments: 
The listing of Federally Obligated Projects is a federally required document that is released every year to 
increase transparency to demonstrate to the public what projects receive federal funding in FY 2017. 
There are five projects listed in this year’s annual listing of projects: four IDOT projects and the Urbana 
Champaign County project for Lincoln Avenue. 

Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the Annual Listing of Federally Obligated Projects FY 2017. Mr. 
Sokolowski seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 

D. CUUATS Safety Performance Measure Targets – Harshala Sardar 
Below are some highlights of the presentation on the Highway Safety Improvement Program Targets: 

Ms. Sardar commented that according to the Safety Performance Measure Final Rule  MPOs need to set 
their safety performance measures for 2020. The MPO may either adopt the IDOT targets, have their own 
targets or use a combination of both. There are five safety performance measures that need to be 
established based on five-year rolling averages:  

1. Number of Fatalities
2. Rate of Fatalities per 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)
3. Number of Serious Injuries
4. Rate of Serious Injuries per 100 Million VMT
5. Number of Non-motorized Fatalities and Non-motorized Serious Injuries

IDOT used two methodologies to determine their targets: Ordinary Least Square and 2% Yearly Crash 
Reduction. Ms. Sardar presented comparisons of IDOT and LRTP 2040 targets for each of the 
performance measures. 

The next step in the process is for the Technical Committee to review, provide comments and make 
recommendations to the CUUATS staff on the Safety Performance Targets. CUUATS Technical and Policy 



committees will approve the CUUATS Safety Performance Targets at the meetings in December. A 
resolution will then be sent to IDOT indicating CUUATS Safety Performance Targets. 

Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that the program is a federal requirement. Before February, a resolution 
needs to be sent to IDOT indicating which number CUUATS is going to use to monitor their performance 
safety targets. CUUATS staff would like the committee members to review the data and decide which of 
the methods the agencies want to use to set up the CUUATS targets. The staff is willing to forward the  
files that were used to conduct the analysis.  In December, the final decision must be made, an approval 
must be received and a resolution must be sent to IDOT to meet the February deadline. 

E. Approval of Champaign-Urbana Pedestrian Crossing Enhancement Guidelines – Gabe Lewis 

A draft was presented to the committee in June. Comments were received from the agencies. There were 
no comments received from the public during the 30-day public comment period. Mr. Lewis summarized 
the changes made to the document which included correction of grammatical errors, certain terms and 
phrases were clarified. 

Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the Champaign-Urbana Pedestrian Crossing Enhancement 
Guidelines. Mr. Sokolowski seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried.  

VI. Old Business
A. Projects and Working Groups

1. Lincoln Avenue – Lorrie Pearson
• The contractor has installed 75% of the pavement.
• The final phase, which will connect Lincoln Avenue to Olympian Drive, is currently under

construction. Once the construction is complete, asphalt shoulders, stripping, signage, final
grading and seeding will begin.

• The roadway is expected to open this fall.
2. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project – Chris Sokolowski

• Project Two was completed on Green Street from First Street to just west of Locust Street, and
opened to two-way traffic for access to the adjacent properties and businesses.

• The First Street and Green Street intersection is now open to two-way traffic. The traffic signal
was activated in time for the first Illini football game.

• Work is progressing east and west of First Street toward Fourth Street and Neil Street.
Construction is being completed on the west half of First Street underneath the viaduct.

• Due to the State of Illinois shutdown, Project Two lost 16 days of construction progress. The cost
for wrapping up construction, re-opening the street and then re-closing the street to begin
construction work again was approximately $36,000. The Central Office informed local agencies
that it would be a local cost on state-let local projects. The City of Champaign is sending a letter to
the Secretary of Transportation on behalf of the MCORE partners to reconsider the cost in light of
the shutdown being out of the local agencies’ control.



• Ms. Pearson commented that for Project One, the street is now open to two-way traffic from
Wright Street to Mathews Street. The contractor is working on installing pavement bike lanes and
sidewalks at the northwest corner of Green Street and Mathews Avenue, which was delayed due to
a utility issue. The contractor started removing pavement from Mathews Avenue to Goodwin
Avenue.

• Mr. Gnadt inquired what the issues were at the viaduct. Mr. Sokolowski commented that some
aesthetic patching was made to the viaduct. The lower half of the viaduct was built in 1899 and
the concrete is old. It was decided to clean and paint the south wall of the viaduct.

3. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black
• Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that a meeting was held last week on behalf of C-CARTS with

several stakeholders from the Village of Rantoul. The village has concerns on the low ridership.
• C-CARTS staff is looking for ideas on how to increase ridership by extending the hours of service

to better serve the community.
• Three buses will continue to operate in the Village of Rantoul until new direction is received from

the village.
4. Curtis Road Corridor Study – Ashlee McLaughlin

• The Curtis Road Corridor Study officially ends in December.
• The draft document has been made available online and at the local libraries for a 30-day public

comment period.
• A public meeting will be held on September 21 to review the draft document.
• The Curtis Road Corridor Study will be presented to the various local agencies.
• The staff will be requesting an approval from the Curtis Road Steering Committee on October 25.
• The staff will be applying for a federal grant that could be used for the grade separation. Since the

application is due November 2, the staff is proposing a joint Technical and Policy committee
meeting on October 25 at 10:30 a.m. so that the document could be approved and the LRTP
amended.

• Ms. McLaughlin reviewed the preferred scenario with the committee.
B. Agency Reports 

1. City of Champaign – Chris Sokolowski
• Annual projects are in the final completion stage.
• The resurfacing projects on First Street and Windsor Road are complete.
• Chester Street by the Illinois Terminal is open.
• Work is being completed on neighborhood streets such as the resurfacing south of Robeson

School off Scottsdale Drive.
• Infrastructure projects finishing bump-outs at Randolph Street and Clark Street by Christie Clinic.
• Pavement marking contract is all complete which included adding bike lanes to Country Fair Drive

from Bradley Avenue down to Church Street, and on Crescent Street adjacent to Centennial High
School and Jefferson Middle School.

2. City of Urbana – Lorrie Pearson
• Airport Road West reconstruction is about 50% complete.



• New concrete pavement is being installed from Route 45 to Willow Road.
• Construction work on the Airport Road intersection will begin in the next month.
• North Lincoln Avenue is being resurfaced just south of Killarney Street to Saline Court. There is a

pre-construction conference next week with project construction to begin shortly after the
conference. The work will be completed before November 1.

• A Vine Street resurfacing project from Main Street to University Avenue is up for bid opening which
is September 15. Work will be completed before November 1.

• There is a variety of oil and chip street maintenance projects throughout the City of Urbana
totalling 5.3 miles of local road. Bid opening is September 13 with the work to be completed by
October 6.

3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann
• The Airport Road widening project from First Street is almost complete. There is a 200 feet section

left on Route 45 to complete. Once that project is complete, work will begin on First Street.
• The Curtis Road resurfacing project from Dunlap Avenue to First Street is complete.
• The concrete patching project in the village is almost complete. There was a long stretch on

Church Street that was replaced as well as some areas on Wesley Avenue.
• The Village of Savoy is working on an ITEP grant for the Prairie Field bike path and a bike path on

First Street from Windsor Road to Curtis Road.
• The Village of Savoy is currently working with the CUUATS staff on the grant application for the

federal funding for the grade separation project on Curtis Road.
4. CU-MTD – Andrew Johnson

• The Illinois Terminal expansion project is moving ahead. CU-MTD is actively pursuing grant
funding for the MTD portion of that project.

• Partners continue to have discussions on the project. A meeting will be held with FTA and elected
leaders to push for the funding.

• The transit center project discussions are continuing with the City of Urbana. Some architects will
be interviewed for some pre-conceptual work to determine what could be done in the City of
Urbana.

• CU-MTD applied for the Low or No Emissions grant and is waiting for the results. If the grant
funding is awarded, they would like to use the funds for purchasing hydrogen-powered buses. CU-
MTD would be the first in this area and the first in the United States.

• The back-to-school process has been smooth.
• The designated stop service that was implemented has been running smoothly.
• Ms. Morocoima-Black asked if there was a site for the Urbana Transit Center. Mr. Johnson

commented “not at this time.”
• Mr. Sulamoyo inquired about how it was determined where to locate the bus stops. Mr. Johnson

commented that MTD utilizes ridership data to see where there is a higher concentration of
people. In addition, with the flag stop system, there were general places where the buses were
stopping on a regular basis, which was taken into consideration. After the data is collected,



accessibility concerns, safety, traffic flow, and what the perimeters are for distance between stops 
are all taken into account as well. 

5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue
Not present.

6. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – Stacey DeLorenzo
• The MCORE projects are ongoing.
• The Pennsylvania Avenue project will begin in the summer of 2018.

7. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black
• RPC is working with the Village of Savoy to put together an ITEP Grant for the shared-use path on

First Street between Windsor Road and Curtis Road. The University of Illinois agreed to provide the
easement for building the sidepath to apply for the grant.

• The University of Illinois agreed to provide the easement for a sidepath in front of the President’s
house on the south side of Florida Avenue between Lincoln Avenue and Race Street. CUUATS Staff
is working with the City of Urbana on the Florida Avenue sidepath and putting together that grant
application.

• Mr. Kowalski inquired if the sidepath would be for pedestrian and bicyclists. Ms. Morocoima-Black
confirmed that it would be a multi-use path.

• Ms. Morocoima-Black also discussed working with the Village of Savoy on the INFRA Grant. The
deadline is November 2. It is hopeful that RPC will get the federal funding to build a grade
separation with a 60% funding from ICC and 40% from federal grant.

• A $120,000 grant was received from IDOT to develop a land-use model. It is the State Planning and
Research Fund. RPC will be providing 20% local match with 80% funding from IDOT.

8. IDOT District 5 – Jeannie Bland
• An IDOT Public Outreach event was held at the Urbana Sweet Corn Festival.
• Contractors are working on the section from Curtis Road to Sadorus Road on the Route 57/Route

I-74 resurfacing project. Contractors are working on milling and placing rumble binder in the
driving lane.

• Contractors are currently working on ADA ramp and box culvert repairs on the mill project on I-74.
Night time closure will begin October 1.

• The Leverette Road box culvert project is in stage 2. The floor has been poured and the contactors
are currently forming the side walls.

• Patching and level binder on US 45 from I-74 to south of Thomasboro is complete.
• Curb and gutter work on Airport Road is in process. Surface course will begin the week of

September 11.
• Decks are complete and the construction workers are currently removing the concrete barriers on

the bridges on I-74 in Mahomet.
• The Duncan Road deck is complete and should be open the week of September 11.



Mr. Caldwell informed the committee that Michael Vanderhoof was named the new MPO Section 
Chief. He was with IDOT about 10-15 years ago, went to Alaska, and Colorado Department of 
Transportation. 

10. FHWA – Betsy Tracy
Not present.

VII. Announcements
Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that last week the staff was notified they had been awarded the 2017
AMPO Award for Outstanding Overall Achievement for a small MPO. The project was the CUUATS Sidewalk
Inventory Assessment.

The IDOT Fall Planning Conference is October 3 and October 4 at the Hyatt in Champaign. MTD will be 
providing the transportation for tours that are being organized. 

VIII. Audience Participation
IX. Adjournment

There being no further business. Mr. Sokolowski made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m. Mr.
Johnson seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried.

IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell9.
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