
 

CUUATS Joint Technical and Policy Committee Meeting 

Date: October 25, 2017 

Time: 10:30 a.m. 

Place: John Dimit Conference Room 
 Brookens Administrative Center 
 1776 E. Washington St., Urbana 
Members Present:  
CUUATS Technical: Jeff Blue, Andrew Johnson, Jay Rank (Proxy), Dave Clark, Rob Kowalski, Bill Gray, Kevin Garcia 
(Proxy), Robert Nelson, Chris Greeson (Proxy), Stacey DeLorenzo, James K. Sims, Dick Helton, Levi Kopmann 
CUUATS Policy: C. Pius Weibel, Bradley Diel, Dave Clark (Proxy), Diane Marlin, Craig Emberton, James K. Sims 
(Proxy), Joan Dykstra 
Members Absent: Dalitso Sulamoyo, Karl Gnadt, Lorrie Pearson, Brian Trygg, Deborah Feinen, Helen Coleman 

Staff Present: Rita Morocoima-Black, Ashlee McLaughlin, Lori Morgan, Debbie Peterik 

Others Present: Tom Caldwell, Betsy Tracy 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order, Roll Call 
Mayor Dykstra called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

II. Audience Participation 
None 

III. Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the agenda. Mayor Marlin seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the 
agenda was unanimously carried. 

IV. Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Kopmann made a motion to approve the CUUATS Technical Committee Minutes of September 6, 2017. Mr. 
Kowalski seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the minutes was unanimously carried. 
Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the CUUATS Policy Committee Minutes of September 13, 2017. Mr. Weibel 
seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the minutes was unanimously carried. 

V. New Business 
A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY2017-2020 Amendments – Ashlee McLaughlin 

Background: The Village of Mahomet, Illinois Department of Transportation, and Urbana Park District have 
proposed three amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2018-2021. The following 
describes the proposed amendments: 
Village of Mahomet Project MA-18-03 
This is a new project for a greenway and canoe launch between the Sangamon River Greenway Park 
parking lot and the Sangamon River in the Village of Mahomet. The total project cost is $122,000 with 80 



 

percent ($98,000) in federal Recreational Trails Funding and a 20 percent ($24,500) local match. This 
project is in FY 18. 
State of Illinois Project A135 
This is a new state project for bridge painting on I-57 over IL 10/Springfield Avenue in the City of 
Champaign. The total project cost is $450,000 with 90 percent ($405,000) in federal NHPP-State funding 
and a 10 percent ($45,000) state match. This project is in FY 18. 
Urbana Park District Project UPD-17-01 
This is an Urbana Park District project originally listed in FY 17 that is being presented for approval to 
include in the FY 2018-2021 TIP. This is a project for the engineering and construction of a shared-use 
sidepath on Park Street as well as preliminary engineering for a sidepath on Broadway Avenue. The total 
project cost is $538,100 with 80 percent ($426,600) in federal ITEP funds and a 20 percent local match 
from Carle Health System ($107,400) and Urbana Park District ($4,100). This project is being moved from 
FY 17 to FY 18. 
 
Mr. Weibel inquired about the location of the canoe launch. Ms. McLaughlin will be sending a map to Mr. 
Weibel. 
 
Technical Committee: Mr. Kopmann made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) FY2017-2020 Amendments. Mr. Blue seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
FY2017-2020 Amendments. Mr. Emberton seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
 

B. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY2017-2020 Modifications – Ashlee McLaughlin 
Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation has submitted four administrative modifications to 
the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2018-2021. The following describes the modifications: 
State of Illinois Project A105 
This is an existing state project for resurfacing and ADA improvements on Neil Street from Anthony Drive 
to S of Edgebrook Drive in Champaign with a total project cost of $765,000. According to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, this project has changed from “Advanced Construction” to “Current” status 
due to the specific apportionment or state contact ceiling being sufficient to meet project specifications. 
This project is in FY 17. 
State of Illinois Project HSIP 2017-1 
This is an existing state project for guardrail replacement at 20 locations on I-74 and 4 locations on I-57 
with a total project cost of $289,200. According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project 
has changed from “Advanced Construction” to “Current” status due to the specific apportionment or state 
contact ceiling being sufficient to meet project specifications. This project is in FY 17. 
State of Illinois Project A092/A163 
This is an existing state project for skidproofing at various locations on I-74 with a total project cost of 
$1,372,000. The project costs reflected in the TIP FY18-21 have been decreased to reflect only the three 
locations on I-74 in the metropolitan planning area. The updated total project cost is $322,100 with 90 



 

percent ($289,800) in federal HSIP Safety State funds and 10 percent ($32,200) in State matching funds. 
This project is in FY 18. 
Urbana Park District Project UPD-17-01 
This is an existing Urbana Park District project for the engineering and construction of a shared-use 
sidepath on Park Street as well as preliminary engineering for a sidepath on Broadway Avenue with a total 
project cost of $538,100. According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project is currently in 
“Advanced Construction” status due to the specific apportionment or state contact ceiling being 
insufficient to meet project specifications. This project is in FY 18. 
 

C. Approval of Curtis Road Corridor Study -  Ashlee McLaughlin 
Ms. McLaughlin outlined the main components of the study: 
• The Curtis Road Corridor Study was funded by PlanWorks. 
• Curtis Road has been a Regional Priority in the three most recent Long Range Transportation Plans 

(2014, 2009 and 2004). 
• Stakeholder Engagement 
• Environmental Review 
• Right-of-Way. Of special note, Ms. McLaughlin commented that the CUUATS staff is seeking approval 

for all of the recommendations and findings in the Curtis Road Corridor Study document. In particular, 
the staff is recommending that the right-of-way reservation between First Street and Illinois 130 be 
reduced from 150 feet to 100 feet and is seeking approval. Ms. McLaughlin provided some history of 
the Curtis Road corridor: 
 
In 1997, the CUUATS Technical and Policy committees approved a 150 feet right-of-way resolution, 
based on preliminary engineering and design, for the interchange and roadway between Staley Road 
and Illinois 130. At that time, various types of development were projected around Curtis Road. Since 
1997, ACES has moved their facility to that area, so those projections are no longer valid. CUUATS is 
anticipating that the area will remain agricultural in the future. For that reason, the CUUATS staff is 
recommending that the right-of-way be reduced from 150 feet to 100 feet to accommodate the 
roadway improvements and to protect the adjacent agricultural land. The Technical and Policy 
committees will be approving the corridor study and the right-of-way change.  
 
Mr. Weibel asked if there was a concern for the right-of-way west of Route 45. Ms. McLaughlin 
confirmed the area still has a 150 feet right-of-way reservation.  Mayor Marlin inquired if the reduction 
in right-of-way would still accommodate a sidepath. Ms. McLaughlin confirmed that the sidepath 
would be included as well as a two-lane section with 8-foot shoulders. The 100 feet would also 
accommodate a four-lane roadway if needed in the future, as long as it was an urban cross section. 
 

Technical Committee: Mr. Gray made a motion to approve the Curtis Road Corridor Study. Mr. Kopmann 
seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 



 

Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the Curtis Road Corridor Study. Mayor Marlin 
seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
 

D. Approval of Amendment to Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): Sustainable Choices 2040 – Ashlee 
McLaughlin 
Ms. McLaughlin provided highlights of the amendment to the LRTP: 
• The Curtis Road Corridor Study is being amended to the LRTP so that the LRTP can reflect the corridor 

study. 
• The Executive Summary and the pages that the CUUATS staff is recommending to be amended within 

the LRTP are included in the meeting packet. 
• The Curtis Road Corridor Study will be included as an Appendix to the LRTP. 

 
Technical Committee: Mr. Kopmann made a motion to approve the Amendment to the LRTP: Sustainable 
Choices 2040. Mr. Gray seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the Amendment to the LRTP: Sustainable Choices 
2040. Mr. Weibel seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
 

VI. Old Business 
A. Projects and Working Groups 

1. Lincoln Avenue – Bill Gray 
• The final tasks on Lincoln Avenue to be completed are pavement striping, final grading, seeding 

and signage. 
• A ribbon cutting is planned for Monday, November 6 at 11:00 a.m. at the intersection of Olympian 

Drive and Lincoln Avenue. 
2. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project – Dave Clark 

• The contractors are working on the pavement from Neil Street to Third Street, and then will begin 
construction on the Second Street and Third Street block. These projects will be completed and 
the roads re-opened before construction shuts down for the winter. 

• The Third Street to Fourth Street block and White Street will be finished next year. 
• Project One work continues east of Mathews Avenue. 
• The City of Champaign, the University of Illinois and MTD are working together on the design for 

Project Four. A maintenance and traffic meeting will be held on Thursday, October 25 to discuss 
moving traffic within that corridor. 

• Mr. Diel inquired if Green Street would be open during the winter. Mr. Clark commented that it 
would be fully open on the Champaign side. Mr. Gray confirmed that the two-way Green Street 
traffic would be open as of Monday, November 13 between Lincoln Avenue and Wright Street. 

3. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that the RPC staff is working on the possibility of installing an 
Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) on C-CARTS buses now that IDOT has unfreezed their capital 
grant. At this time, RTAG is working on procurement for the ITS software and equipment. It is hopeful 



 

that IDOT will approve the selected bid, and the ITS System will be installed. The ITS system will enable 
C-Carts to provide more effective service to the County. 

4. Curtis Road Corridor Study – Ashlee McLaughlin 
Ms. McLaughlin commented that the staff is working on two grants. One is an INFRA grant for the 
grade separation on Curtis Road. The second grant is an ITEP grant for the First Street sidepath. 

B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign – Dave Clark 

• The City of Champaign is in the process of designing 2018 construction projects. 
• Resurfacing work will be completed on Prospect Avenue north of I-74. 
• A concrete street patching project is planned in the large area south of Kirby Avenue. 
• Mr. Kowalski added that the City of Champaign is currently working with a consultant on a corridor 

design study for Neil Street from I-74 to downtown Champaign. A plaza will be designed. A public 
meeting is scheduled for tomorrow night.  

• Beacon flashers were officially activated at the Kirby Avenue bridge over I-57. This system will 
improve awareness and safety for individuals walking or biking across the overpass. 

2. City of Urbana – Bill Gray 
• Airport Road construction between Willow Road and US 45 will be completed in the next month. 
• Resurfacing on Lincoln Avenue south of I-74 up to the new Lincoln Avenue will be completed in the 

next few weeks. 
• The Vine Street underpass is currently being resurfaced. 
• The street lighting project around the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts is complete. 
• The design is complete for the Nevada Street and Mathews Avenue project, which needs to be 

funded so that the project can be completed in the next year or two. 
• The City of Urbana is working on a Pedestrian Master Plan and Bicycle Wayfinding Signage Study. 
• Six miles of pavement preservation work has been completed on Urbana streets. 

3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann 
• The Airport Road project is nearing completion.  A final coat of asphalt, binder, and surface course 

on First Street will be completed within the next three to four weeks. 
• The Village of Savoy is working on an INFRA grant for the grade separation on Curtis Road east of 

US 45/Dunlap Avenue and an ITEP grant for a off-street shared use path from Windsor Road to 
Curtis Road on First Street. In addition, the Village of Savoy is applying for another ITEP grant for 
Phase Two of the Prairie Field bike path through town. 

• Subdivision changes include another subdivision at Lake Falls and a third addition to the 
Fieldstone subdivision. 

• The punch list for Motor Fuel Tax funded projects is being completed. 
• The Village of Savoy is working with City of Champaign on the design update for Prospect Avenue. 

4. CU-MTD – Andrew Johnson 
• Many of the bus routes are going off re-route schedules on campus as MCORE projects are 

winding down for the winter. 



 

• With regard to the Illinois Terminal expansion, MTD has filed FTA and TIGER grant applications for 
additional busses and bus facilities. It is expected that an answer on the bus and bus facilities will 
be received by the end of the year. A response regarding the TIGER Grant application should be 
received during the first quarter of next year. 

• Work is in progress on parking traffic and economic impact studies for the terminal expansion and 
the rest of the project. 

5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue 
• The Cold in-place recycling project that includes a 3-inch overlay, ditch work and re-development 

north of Dewey to Ford County is complete. 
• Monticello Road is closed about a mile and a half west of Staley Road due to a bridge deck 

replacement project over the Kaskaskia River. The bridge farther to the west two miles down the 
road is now open. The Kaskaskia bridge is scheduled to be open around November 4. 

• Work is in progress preparing for 2018 projects. Work will be completed from Homer-Sidney Road 
down through Broadlands, to Douglas County, which is County Road 13. Work will also be 
completed on the road travelling from Pesotum to Illinois Route 130, as well as the bridge on that 
route. It is possible that surface work will be done on Staley Road south of Curtis Road before 
traffic volume increases in the next few years. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black asked Mr. Blue if he had an update on the installation of the stop signs 
project. Mr. Blue commented that the actual bidding packet for the stop signs project will be put 
together this winter for bidding in the spring, and construction next summer. 

6. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign – Stacey DeLorenzo 
• The University of Illinois continues to work with the other local agencies on the MCORE projects. 
• The University of Illinois has been working with the City of Urbana on the Florida Avenue sidepath 

project from Lincoln Avenue to Race Street. In addition, the University is working with the Village of 
Savoy on the First Street path between Windsor Road and Curtis Road. 

• The Pennsylvania Avenue project is expected to begin in the summer of 2018. Bid documents 
were submitted and reviewed by IDOT. The letting date for the project is February 2018. 

7. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• CCRPC has been working with the Village of Savoy on the INFRA Grant Application and finalizing 

the Curtis Road Corridor Study. The staff is also working on two ITEP grants. 
• Ms. Morocoima-Black asked that the Technical Committee members provide any comments and 

recommendations regarding the safety targets to her by November 3. The goal is to approve the 
safety targets for the MPO in December so that they can be submitted to IDOT before the February 
deadline. Ms. Morocoima-Black will be asking for approval at the December CUUATS Technical 
and Policy meetings. 

8. IDOT District 5 – Bob Nelson 
• The concrete overlay and bridge joint deck repair project on I-74 east of Mahomet is 100% 

complete. 
• Resurfacing and deck repairs on I-57 from Sadorus Road to south of I-74 is 80% complete. 
• The triple barrel box culvert project on Leverett Road and I-57 is 75% complete. 



 

• Resurfacing from Thomasboro to north of I-74 in Urbana is 70% complete. 
• Resurfacing from Anthony Drive to south of Edgebrook Drive in Champaign is 70% complete. 
• The District does not have anything on the November letting. 

9. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell 
Mr. Caldwell commented that, due to the new State budget, there has been a transfer of funds from 
the road fund to a number of other transit programs. A $250 million reduction will affect the state road 
fund and a $50 million reduction will affect local roads. Mr. Gray inquired about the details of how the 
$50 million reduction will affect local agencies. He further commented that the City of Urbana relies on 
Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) funds. The sooner it is known how the reduction will impact the local agencies, 
the sooner they can react to budget planning, project planning, etc. Mr. Caldwell did not have any 
further details. 

10. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 
• Ms. Tracy commented that applications for the INFRA Grant are being taken until November 2.  
• The local agencies are to make a decision on whether they will be adopting the State Safety Target 

Plan or developing their own. 
VII. Announcements 

Ms. Morocoima-Black commented CUUATS staff members attended the AMPO Conference. The CUUATS staff 
received the National Award for Outstanding Overall Achievement for a Non-TMA MPO. A press release will be 
distributed next week making the award public. 

VIII. Audience Participation 
None 

IX. Adjournment 
Mayor Dykstra declared the meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 
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