
 

  
 

 
To:  Champaign County Regional Planning Commissioners 
From:  Lisa Benson, Community Services Director 
Date:    April 11, 2018 
RE: April 2018 Community Services Division Report 
 
The Youth Assessment Center has re-located to 2011 Round Barn Road in Champaign on Monday, April 2, 
2018. There was minimal interruption in services while operations were re-located.  Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission in partnership with Rosecrance will host Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) 
training in July 2018.  Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT) is a cognitive-behavioral program originally 
designed for substance abuse treatment and offender populations. Developed in 1985 by Dr. Gregory Little 
and Dr. Kenneth Robinson, nearly 200 published outcome studies have documented that MRT-treated 
offenders show significantly lower recidivism for periods over 20 years after treatment. Research 
consistently shows that, in comparison to appropriate controls, MRT treated individuals have rearrest and 
reincarceration rates from 25% to 75% lower than expected. MRT treatment also leads to a host of 
significant beneficial and desirable personality changes. Youth Assessment Center (YAC) staff will be 
trained and intend to offer this as a service for youth served through the YAC. 
 
CCRPC is assisting in the efforts led by Cunningham Township Supervisor’s Office to implement the 
SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access and Recovery (SOAR) model in Champaign County.  On May 17, key local 
decision makers will convene to strategize how to increase the number of local disabled residents 
receiving SSI/SSDI disability payments from the federal government.  This meeting will bring together key 
stakeholders from across the community to learn about best practices for SOAR implementation, 
determine agencies who should provide SOAR services, build collaborations with SSA/DDS, and develop a 
plan for community-wide implementation. Prior to the in-person meeting, a 90-minute SOAR Orientation 
webinar will be hosted. 
 
Ameren will be investing funding in Champaign County to enhance and extend the current Weatherization 
services provided by CCRPC.  Additional new initiatives are also being discussed.  We have been 
participating in design and implementation meetings over the last few months and anticipate that an 
agreement will be executed sometime in May.   
 
The data collection for the community needs assessment is nearing completion.  Client surveying was 
initiated in October 2017 and will wrap up in May.  The agency staff and board members surveys were 
completed in March 2018.  The community at large is a part of the community needs assessment 
completed for Community Action and Head Start. Community Action Board members should have 
received an electronic survey in late February for completion. 
 
As of April 11th, 2018, the LIHEAP team enrolled 538 households in the Percentage Income Payment 
Program (PIPP) and assisted 4728 household with LIHEAP benefits (including 737 with reconnection 
assistance, and 18 households with emergency furnace assistance). The Office of Community Assistance 
has gathering data on the number of LIHEAP applications taken statewide throughout the program year so 
far, conducting a study and comparing numbers from this time last year. CCRPC is one of the top 5 
agencies in the state who have a high percentage of increase in applications taken between FY17 and 
FY18. In fact, CCRPC has increased 10%. 

 

 


