
 

  
 
 
To:  Champaign County Regional Planning Commissioners 
From:  Lisa Benson, Community Services Director 
Date:    July 16, 2018 
RE: July 2018 Community Services Division Report 
 
During the month of May and June to date, staff attended trainings and conferences hosted by 
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to learn more about the program 
policies, procedures, and standards for FY19.   

• 2019 Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Workshop 
• Illinois Housing Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP) Policy & Procedure 

Workshop 
 
Additionally Illinois Authority of Community Action Agencies (IACAA) hosted their annual 
conference, “2018 IACAA Annual Learning Conference: The Pathway to the Promise of 
Community Action.”  Staff were able to attend workshops to enhance programming and network 
with Community Action staff across the state to learn more about program delivery in other areas 
of the State. Champaign County’s Family of Distinction was recognized.  Carol Ammons was 
awarded the Vince Demuzio Legislator of the year. 
 
Government bills are before both the House and Senate, “Community Action Opioid Response Act 
of 2018.”  The act would provide federal funds for Community Action Agencies to apply for 
competitive funding to support efforts to address the opioid crisis in their community. 
 
A community group convened to make plans for a local initiative to improve the outcomes and 
efficiencies of assisting homeless persons with disabilities in their applications for SSI/SSDI.  In 
the upcoming months, organizations will work toward implementing the goals and targets 
developed during the meeting.  RPC is committed to training at least two staff in the SSI/SSDI 
Outreach, Access, and Recovery (SOAR) process that has been shown to increase the success 
and timeliness of benefit awards.      
 
CCRPC’S Workforce Development programs have been working closely with the City of 
Champaign on a couple of projects in order to increase opportunities for WIOA program 
customers.  One is an educational academy with the City of Champaign Fire Department and the 
other involves contractor recruitment of labor for the Bristol Place re-development. 
 
The LIHEAP season ended May 31, 2018.  This season 5843 households were assisted with 
LIHEAP benefits (1318 with reconnection assistance and 4525 direct vendor payments) and 
enrolled 538 households in the Percentage Income Payment Program (PIPP).  Eighteen 
households were provided emergency furnace assistance.  

 
 


