
 

1 
 

 CUUATS Technical Committee Meeting 
Date: Wednesday, April 03, 2019 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Place: John Dimit Conference Room 
 Brookens Administrative Center 
 1776 E. Washington St., Urbana 
Members Present: Karl Gnadt, Amy Snyder, David Clark, Rob Kowalski, Lorrie Pearson, Craig Shonkwiler, Robert 

Nelson, Daniel Magee, Stacey DeLorenzo, Ted Christy, Levi Kopmann 
Members Absent: Dalitso Sulamoyo, Jeff Blue, Dick Helton 
Staff Present: Rita Morocoima-Black, Ashlee McLaughlin, Shuake Wuzhati, Bethany Carroll 
Others Present: Chris Sokolowski, Brian Trygg, Tom Caldwell, Maurey Williamson 

MEETING MINUTES 

Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order 
Mr. Gnadt called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. 

II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present. 

III. Audience Participation 
None 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Clark seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
to approve the agenda was unanimously carried. 

V. Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the minutes from the CUUATS Technical Committee 
Meeting of February 6, 2019. Mr. Kopmann seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the 
minutes was unanimously carried.  

VI. New Business 

A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-2022 Amendments – Ashlee 
McLaughlin 
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Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation proposes one amendment to the 
Transportation Improvement Program FY 2019-2022. The following describes the proposed 
amendment:  
State of Illinois Project K005B  
This is a new state project for SMART resurfacing and microsurfacing on I-74 from Prospect 
Avenue in Champaign to University Avenue in Urbana. The total project cost is $2,438,000 
with 90 percent ($2,194,000) federal NHPP-State funds and a ten percent ($244,000) state 
match. This project is in FY 20. 
Mr. Clark made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-
2022 Amendment. Mr. Kopmann seconded. Upon vote, the motion was unanimously carried. 
 

B. Presentation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-2022 Modifications – 
Ashlee McLaughlin 
Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation submitted two administrative 
modifications to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2019-2022. The following 
describes the modifications: 
City of Champaign and Village of Savoy ProjectsCH-19-05/SA-19-01 
This is an existing City of Champaign and Village of Savoy project for complete street 
engineering and reconstruction on Prospect Avenue from Curtis Road to Windsor Road. 
According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project has changed from 
“Advanced Construction” status to “Current” status due to the specific apportionment or state 
contract ceiling being sufficient to meet project specifications and/or the project being 
financially active. This project is in FY 19. 
State of Illinois Project K005 
This is an existing state project for resurfacing on US 150/Bloomington Road from Mattis 
Avenue to Prospect Avenue in Champaign. According to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, this project has changed from “Advanced Construction” status to “Current” 
status due to the specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being sufficient to meet 
project specifications and/or the project being financially active. This project is in FY 19. 
 

C. Approval of Draft Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) FY 2020 – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black provided the following highlights of the UTWP:  
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• Every year in April, the UTWP document is updated which lists all of the tasks the CUUATS 
staff will be completing for the period July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. The major tasks the 
staff will be complying with are federal requirements:  

o Complete the LRTP 
o Amend the TIP 
o Develop the new TIP 
o Develop the Annual List of Federally Obligated Projects 
o Update the CUUATS Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
o Update the CUUATS Title VI Program 

• In addition, the staff will spend time updating our models for regional transportation 
analysis using local data collected by staff. The intention of the staff is to keep the models 
up-to-date with data, make any improvements as necessary, and continue to support the 
GIS system. The staff is no longer working with ArcGIS, or the GIS Consortium. The staff will 
be saving money by keeping data on the CUUATS server. The staff is using open source 
GIS software instead of ArcGIS, which is also a savings. There is staff available that will 
update the models. 

• The Champaign-Urbana ITS Architecture Plan, which was last completed in the year 2005, 
and several other projects will be completed which will compliment the grants that were 
received from IDOT last year for different projects. 

• There will be no increases to the local fees because the amount that was received from 
the federal government through IDOT was basically the same amount as last year ($3,321 
more than last year). 

 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the Draft Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) FY 
2020 for a 30-day public comment period. Mr. Christy seconded. Upon vote, the motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 

D. Approval of Champaign-Urbana REPLICA Model – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black presented information on the Champaign-Urbana REPLICA Model: 
• Last month, the CUUATS staff was contacted by IDOT regarding an agreement they had 

signed with Sidewalk Labs, which is a subsidiary of Google’s parent company Alphabet, to 
develop a REPLICA model for the entire State of Illinois. IDOT will first be developing a 
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REPLICA model for the Chicago region. Since the staff has been asking IDOT to provide 
some data that the CUUATS staff has not been able to get for some time, IDOT offered 
the possibility of the CUUATS staff working with Sidewalk Labs to develop a REPLICA 
Regional model for the Champaign-Urbana area. The staff of CUUATS would be working 
with Sidewalk Labs on several steps for the development of the model: 

o CUUATS staff would be reviewing and determining acceptance criteria for 
Sidewalk Labs data sets.  

o CUUATS would also provide local data sets to Sidewalk Labs to be used for 
comparison with the model that they will be replicating for the Champaign-Urbana 
region. 

o Third, CUUATS staff would be engaged with Sidewalk Labs during the IDOT 
contract by interacting with them on the data provided, reviewing the data, and 
making sure that the data is accurate. At the time that IDOT contacted CUUATS 
staff, staff did some research about the company. A conference call was held with 
Sidewalk Labs and they learned how the model works and the implications of that. 
There are a lot of significant concerns from people in general related to privacy 
issues with the data that Sidewalk Labs is handling. 

The staff is requesting a formal approval from CUUATS Technical and Policy Committees 
before engaging in a work relationship with Sidewalk Labs under the contract with IDOT. 
There is no financial implication for CUUATS, just the staff time that will be spent working 
with them. 
 
The following comments/concerns were heard from committee members: 

• Mr. Shonkwiler inquired if the information received would include origin and 
destination of each trip.  Ms. Morocoima-Black commented at this time she was not 
sure of the details of the trips. The information provided by the model is by road 
segment, which will allow the staff to be able to tell the total number of trips in 
that segment. 

• Mr. Kowalski inquired about how they know the purpose of the trip. Mr. Kowalski 
gave as an example they knew he was at a restaurant and they know that he 
walked there; he left his home and probably has his address. Ms. Morocoima-Black 
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confirmed his example was probably accurate, and further commented that the 
staff will not be able to tell how they got the information. 

• Mr. Gnadt commented that they must be getting cellular data. He discussed his own 
purchasing of data for MTD. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that even if the CUUATS committees do not 
agree to do this, IDOT will still be completing the project for the whole state and 
the Champaign-Urbana region will be included. The staff understands that if IDOT is 
going to do it anyway, their participation with Sidewalk Labs will likely produce a 
more accurate  model than the one that they would get if it were done as a whole 
region without their participation.  

• Mr. Clark commented that there should be a summary from IDOT that explains why 
this would be a good project. Ms. Morocoima-Black will have IDOT send information. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black clarified that based on the conference call that staff had with 
Sidewalk Labs, they learned that credit card, Uber and Lyft data is used to create 
the model. 

• Mr. Clark inquired what the impact would be on the staff as far as number of work 
hours. Ms. Morocoima-Black indicated that it is unknown at this point. 

• The committee members had some concerns, and it was concluded that they 
would like IDOT to come to the meeting and present more information. 

VII. Old Business 

A. Projects and Working Groups 
1. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project – David Clark 

• The primary focus of construction is completing water main work in the Wright Street 
and Armory Avenue area. 

• Mr. Shonkwiler commented that Project Five is in the design phase, and will be moving 
to the land acquisition phase in the next month. The tentative schedule is that Project 
Five will go out for bid in August, or September of this year. Water main work will 
begin over the winter period, with road construction starting in the spring about a 
year from now. 

2. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• Everything went well on the State review completed last week. 
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• Ridership continues to grow. 
3. Champaign-Urbana Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045 – Ashlee McLaughlin 

• The staff is currently working on modeling, reviewing scenarios, and trying to model 
future conditions.  The staff is a little behind schedule as the process is taking longer 
than anticipated. 

• The next Scenario Planning Working Group meeting is scheduled for next month as 
well as the Steering Committee. 

• As part of the grant received for public outreach, the staff is in the process of 
administering a pedestrian and bike survey for the region, which has not been done 
before, that will be rolling out in the next month or so. The sample size for the survey 
is 1600 randomly selected households across the region. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that the same type of survey was completed about 
five years ago just for the City of Urbana. 

4. Safety Committee – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• The staff is in the process of completing the draft documents – the Champaign-Urbana 

Safety Plan and the Champaign County Rural Area Safety Plan. The input from all the 
stakeholders have been taken into consideration, the recommendations are finished 
and the staff is in the process of finishing the documents. 

• The documents will be distributed to the members of the Safety Committee for review 
and comments. The plans will then be sent to the Technical and Policy Committees for 
review, comments, and then presented at the meetings for approval. 

B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign – Chris Sokolowski 

• Bradley Avenue is closed from Alpine Avenue to Bluegrass Lane. The Bradley Avenue 
overpass IDOT project is underway. This work will be ongoing until November. 

• The S. Prospect Avenue project has begun. S. Prospect Avenue is closed south of 
Windsor Road. 

• Bids are open for the 2019 asphalt contract which covers Bradley Avenue from State 
Street to Carver Drive. The work will start in June. 

• The project, which includes Bradley Avenue further west to Prospect Avenue to 
McKinley Avenue will contract, will be awarded on the 16th with the construction work 
to begin during the month of May. 
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• The Boneyard project will be presented to City Council next week. This project will 
include a 30-day closure of Bradley Avenue west of the railroad tracks so that 
contractors can put a culvert under the road. 

• The W. Washington Street work continues near Church Street and James Street. 
• Mr. Kowalski commented that the project at Sixth Street and Green Street is slightly 

behind schedule. 
2. City of Urbana – Craig Shonkwiler 

• The design for the Lincoln Avenue and Springfield Avenue resurfacing project is being 
finalized, and then the land acquisition phase will begin. 

• The city is completing miscellaneous asphalt resurfacing projects around town. 
• The city is working with the CUUATS staff on the Bike Wayfinding Plan and the 

Pedestrian Master Plan. Both plans will be presented to City Council in the next several 
months. 

• A small project will be done on the Bike Wayfinding Plan implementing the Priority 
One round. 

3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann 
• The S. Prospect Avenue project is ongoing. 
• The budget is being finalized to prepare for putting projects in place for the year. 
• The staff is working on the ITEP application for a bike path. 
• The Prairie Fields Safety bike path ITEP application is being updated. 
• The staff is working on ground penetrating radar on Curtis Road as part of the design 

for the complete street project. 
• The CUUATS staff and the Village of Savoy are working together to update the 

Comprehensive Plan. 
• The village finished the INFRA Grant for the Curtis Road grade separation project in 

March. 
4. MTD – Karl Gnadt 

• MTD will be applying for round three of grant applications for the yard projects with 
the BUILD program and the Buses and Bus Facilities Program. 

• The RFP is ready to go out for the station for the Hydrogen Fuel Project. The RFP is 
currently at IDOT and MTD is waiting for concurrence. Once received, MTD will start 
taking bids. 
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5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue 
Not present 

6. University of Illinois – Stacey DeLorenzo 
• The University is working on filling potholes. 
• The University of Illinois and City of Champaign are working together to look for a 

consultant for the St. Mary’s Road project which will possibly begin in 2020/2022. The 
project will include Neil Street to Fourth Street, and will address the concerns under 
the viaduct.  The configuration will not be able to be changed, but there may be a 
way to change the width of the lanes to add pedestrian or bicycle lanes underneath 
the viaduct. 

7. Village of Mahomet – Ellen Hedrick 
Not present 

8. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• The Safe Routes to School Program projects for the 2019-2020 cycle have been 

awarded and passed to the Secretary of Transportation and the Governor’s Office for 
review and approval. Once approved, an announcement will be made, but an 
announcement date has not been determined. 

• Notification has been received that the ITEP Grant application process will be open on 
October 2, 2019. The staff has until December 6, 2019 to submit applications for 
funding. The federal government clarified that the funding for street lighting and 
phase engineering will no longer be available. Any agency submitting an ITEP grant will 
have to have completed Phase I engineering to receive the funding. 

• IDOT released a call for planning and research projects. The applications are due April 
30, and awards will be announced on July 1. CUUATS staff has discussed some 
projects, but they would like to meet with the agencies about the ideas that they have 
for concurrence. 

• The ITS Architecture Plan was last updated in 2005, and must be updated for the state 
and the local MPOs. Ms. Morocoima-Black has requested that the agencies send 
responses to her by April 19. There is a possibility that we will be setting up a meeting 
to discuss this further as many agencies are not familiar with this data or process. 

• Ms. McLaughlin reminded the agencies that she requested TIP updates from the 
agencies for FY 2020-2023 that are due to her by Friday. 
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• Mr. Yoder asked that the agencies be reminded of his request for updates to the 
sidewalk data to plan the work for interns that will be hired this summer to collect the 
sidewalk data. 

9. IDOT District 5 – Robert Nelson 
• The Interstate 57 patching project in Champaign County and Douglas County is 

scheduled to start April 8. 
• Tree removal has begun and contractors are looking at utility relocation on the 

Bradley Avenue bridge over Interstate 57. 
• The US 150/Bloomington Road resurfacing project from Prospect Avenue to Mattis 

Avenue is planned to start today. 
• The box culvert work on US 150 in Mahomet plans to start on April 8. 
• The back plate project, HSIP 2019-2, is on the April letting. 
• Mr. Shonkwiler inquired about the University Avenue project start date. Mr. Nelson 

commented that the contractors are on schedule to begin work in June. 
10. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell 

Mr. Caldwell inquired if the agencies receive the Circular Letters from IDOT that show local 
notices. Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that she receives them and could forward the 
notices to the members of the Technical Committee. 

11. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 
Not present 

VIII. Announcements 
None 

IX. Audience Participation 
None 

X. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Mr. Gnadt declared the meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
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