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CUUATS Technical Committee Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Place: John Dimit Conference Room 
 Brookens Administrative Center 
 1776 E. Washington St., Urbana 
Members Present: Jeff Blue, Karl Gnadt, Amy Snyder, David Clark, Lorrie Pearson, Craig Shonkwiler, 

Robert Nelson, Daniel Magee, Stacey DeLorenzo, Levi Kopmann 
Members Absent: Rob Kowalski, Ted Christy, Dick Helton 
Staff Present: Rita Morocoima-Black, Ashlee McLaughlin, Debbie Peterik 
Others Present: Chris Sokolowski, Tom Caldwell, Sharif Ullah, Maurey Williamson 

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order 
Mr. Gnadt called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present. 

III. Audience Participation 
None 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the agenda. Ms. Snyder seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
to approve the agenda was unanimously carried. 

V. Approval of Minutes 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the CUUATS Technical Minutes of December 5, 2018. Mr. 
Clark seconded. Upon vote, the motion to approve the minutes was unanimously carried. 

VI. New Business 
A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-2022 Amendments – Ashlee 

McLaughlin 
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Background: The Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District and the Illinois Department of 
Transportation propose five amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 
2019-2022. The following describes the proposed amendments:  
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District Project MTD-20-02  
This is an existing CUMTD project for the replacement of five (5) 40-foot hybrid buses. This 
amendment includes a total cost increase of one (1) percent from $3,100,000 to $3,125,000 
due to the unit cost increasing from $620,000 to $625,000. In addition, CUMTD capital 
reserve funding is removed from the project and federal 5307 funding is added to cover 35 
percent ($1,093,750) of the total cost. State funding increases and continues to make up 65 
percent ($2,031,250) of the total cost. This project is in FY 20.  
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District Project MTD-21-01  
This is an existing CUMTD project for the replacement of six (6) 60-foot hybrid buses. This 
amendment includes a total cost decrease of thirteen (13) percent from $6,120,000 to 
$5,400,000 due to the unit cost decreasing from $1,020,000 to $900,000. Federal 5307 
funding continues to cover 35 percent ($1,890,000) of the total cost and state DOAP funding 
continues to cover 65 percent ($3,510,000) of the total cost. This project fiscal year changes 
from FY 21 to FY 20.  
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District Project MTD-20-01  
This is an existing CUMTD project for the replacement of four (4) 60-foot hybrid buses. This 
amendment includes a total cost decrease of eleven (11) percent from $4,000,000 to 
$3,600,000 due to the unit cost decreasing from $1,000,000 to $900,000. In addition, federal 
5307 funding is removed and CUMTD capital reserve funding is added to the project to cover 
35 percent ($1,260,000) of the total cost. State funding decreases and continues to make up 
65 percent ($2,340,000) of the total cost. This project fiscal year changes from FY 20 to FY 21.  
State of Illinois Project H350  
This is an existing state project for I-74 bridge deck repairs over Prospect Avenue in 
Champaign. The cost for this project has increased 32 percent from $1 million to $1, 316,000 
using 90 percent ($1,184,000) federal NHPP funds and a 10 percent ($132,000) state match. 
This project is in FY 19.  
State of Illinois Project 2018BP-3  
This is an existing state project for I-74 bridge painting over I-57. The cost for this project has 
increased 28 percent from $304,000 to $390,000 using 90 percent ($340,000) federal NHPP 
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funds and a newly added federal funding source, STP-URB 5-200K-S. The remaining 10 
percent ($50,000) is covered by state matching funds for both federal funding sources. This 
project is in FY 19. 
 
Ms. McLaughlin commented on an additional new project, Project HSIP 2019-2. This project is a 
state project for traffic signal modernization at 66 locations in the MPA. The total project cost 
is $204,600, using 90 percent federal HSIP funds and 10 percent state match. This project is in 
FY 2019, but there was not time to include it on the Technical Committee agenda today for 
approval. Due to the time sensitive nature of the letting for the project, this project will be 
included on the agenda for Policy Committee approval at the meeting next week. There were 
several comments made in the discussion of this project: 

• Mr. Gnadt inquired if the 66 locations are spread out throughout the urbanized area, and 
how many would be within the MTD transit district boundary, as MTD might get signal 
prioritization included as part of the upgrade. Mr. Nelson commented that each black 
panel on the signal head will be replaced with a yellow back panel on all the signals in the 
district, and he didn’t think they could do that because they are using HSIP funds for the 
modernization. 

• Mr. Shonkwiler asked for confirmation that there would be no electrical work, that plates 
would be replaced on all the lights in Urbana on all the state routes, University Avenue 
and Cunningham Avenue.  

• Mr. Clark asked for confirmation if this project is a requirement of MUTCD. Mr. Nelson 
confirmed that it is not an MUTCD requirement. It was determined that changing to the 
yellow is a safety feature; that the reflective yellow border stands out more.  

• Mr. Clark inquired if the project was being implemented statewide. Mr. Nelson confirmed 
that the project is being implemented throughout the state. Mr. Clark requested additional 
information as this is the first he has heard of the project, and he is wondering if the City 
of Champaign would need to make these changes now to their signals, or if the change 
could be completed as the city updates their signals. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black reiterated that this is not a current MUTCD requirement.  
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• Mr. Nelson commented that since this is HSIP money, the project must be included in the 
TIP. March 22 was the deadline and the next CUUATS meeting would not be until April. 

Mr. Shonkwiler made a motion to approve the five projects listed on the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-2022 Amendments. Mr. Clark seconded. Upon vote, the 
motion was unanimously carried. 
 

B. Presentation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2019-2022 Modifications – 
Ashlee McLaughlin 
Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation and the Champaign-Urbana Mass 
Transit District have submitted four administrative modifications to the Transportation 
Improvement Program FY 2019-2022. The following describes the modifications: 
City of Champaign and Village of Savoy Project CH-19-05/SA-19-01 
This is an existing City of Champaign and Village of Savoy project for complete street 
engineering and reconstruction on Prospect Avenue from Curtis Road to Windsor Road. 
According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project is in “Advanced 
Construction” status due to the specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being 
insufficient to meet project specifications and/or no eligible costs have been incurred on this 
project. This project is in FY 19. 
Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District Project MTD-19-04 
This is an existing CUMTD project for the replacement of two (2) 60-foot hydrogen fuel cell 
buses with additional facilities and infrastructure costs. The total project cost increased 1 
percent from $11,062,327 to $11,199,327 using 32 percent ($3,583,686) from federal 5307 and 
5339 funds, 59 percent ($6,655,416) in state DOAP funds, and 9 percent ($960,225) in CUMTD 
capital reserve funds. This project is in FY 19. 
State of Illinois Project H350 
This is an existing state project for I-74 bridge deck repairs over Prospect Avenue in 
Champaign. According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project is in 
“Advanced Construction” status due to the specific apportionment or state contract ceiling 
being insufficient to meet project specifications and/or no eligible costs have been incurred 
on this project. This project is in FY 19. 
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State of Illinois Project 2018BP-3  
This is an existing state project for I-74 bridge painting over I-57. According to the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, this project is in “Advanced Construction” status due to the 
specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being insufficient to meet project 
specifications and/or no eligible costs have been incurred on this project. This project is in FY 
19. 
Mr. Kopmann commented that in December, there was a TIP modification for the overall cost 
that changed the amount to $5.3 million for total cost on the Prospect Avenue Project. Ms. 
McLaughlin determined that the cost was presented in the power point incorrectly, but is 
correct in the actual TIP. 
 

VII. Old Business 
A. Projects and Working Groups 

1. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project – David Clark 
• Projects One, Two and Three are in the process of final papers being completed and 

final payments being made. 
• Project Four, which is Armory Avenue and Wright Street, is moving forward. The low 

bid contractor was Open Road Paving. Construction is expected to begin the first 
week in March, weather permitting. The construction company have indicated they will 
be aggressive in completing much of the work of Project Four in 2019 with emphasis 
south of Green Street, leaving minor work to 2020. The letting award amount for the 
project was approximately $12.1 million.  

2. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• Ridership in Rantoul continues to grow. 
• The staff is preparing for the compliance review for C-CARTS next month. 

3. Champaign-Urbana Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045 – Ashlee McLaughlin 
• Ms. McLaughlin indicated the staff is currently working on scenarios for the LRTP.  
• A separate scenario planning working group has been created. 
• The staff is currently working on validating the modeling suite in order to do complete 

test runs and compile some draft scenarios. 
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4. Safety Committee – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• The staff is in the process of finishing the draft reports for the rural safety plan and 

urban safety plan. It is anticipated that the draft documents will be sent to the steering 
committee by the end of this month for review, so that the reports can be presented 
at the CUUATS Technical and Policy committee meetings in April. 

B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign – Chris Sokolowski 

• The Bradley Avenue I-57 overpass project was on the IDOT January letting. Bids came 
in under the estimates. Work is expected to begin this spring. Bradley Avenue from 
Alpine Drive to Bluegrass Lane will be closed to traffic for a good portion of the year. 

• The city is working with the Village of Savoy on the South Prospect Avenue Project, 
which is Curtis Road up to Windsor Road. The bids for this project came in under 
budget and the project was on the January letting. It is anticipated work will begin 
sometime in March or April. South Prospect Avenue will have staged closures. 

• Opening bids will occur later this spring for the concrete work on the annual 
resurfacing project on Bradley Avenue from State Street east near Carver Drive. 

• Bradley Avenue will also be resurfaced between Prospect Avenue and McKinley 
Avenue. The project will include some street lighting improvements, curb and gutter, 
as well as sidewalk improvements. During construction, the streets will be open to 
traffic, but there will be lane closures. 

2. City of Urbana – Craig Shonkwiler 
• The city is working on finalizing a multi-year resurfacing project for Lincoln Avenue 

and Springfield Avenue. The project for Lincoln Avenue will include Green Street up to 
University Avenue. The project for Springfield Avenue will include one block west to 
two blocks east. 

• The city is working on the design for the Race Street resurfacing project. This project 
covers Washington Street up to north of California Avenue, and also, the Vine Street 
and Washington Street intersection, which is deteriorating. 

3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann 
• The bid is in for the Prospect Avenue project. Construction will begin soon. 
• The village is working on the INFRA Grant Application for the Curtis Road grade 

separation project. 
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• The Phase One work for the Curtis Road STU project, which covers the area from 
Prospect Avenue to Route 45, is in the final stage. 

• The village is working on a design for some sidewalk projects. 
• Bids have been received for a project with Willard Airport and the University of Illinois. 

The project will include resurfacing Airport Road, and also, completing an oil and chip 
project on Hartwell Drive. Construction will begin in March. 

4. MTD – Karl Gnadt 
• MTD is continuing to move ahead with the hydrogen fuel cell project. It is anticipated 

that this project will go out for bid in the very near future. There are three 
components for the hydrogen fuel cell project: 
o Modify the existing maintenance facility so that it can house gaseous fuel vehicles. 

The facility modification specifications are essentially complete; MTD is waiting for 
concurrence from IDOT so that the project can go out for bid. 

o Build a hydrogen station which produces and stores the hydrogen and fuels the 
buses. There have been a couple of issues that are being worked through, but it is 
anticipated that the project will go out for bid in May or June. 

o Purchase the hydrogen buses. MTD is about to enter into contract for the buses, 
and it is anticipated that the buses will arrive in late winter or early spring of 2020. 

• MTD continues to work with the partners on the downtown Champaign project. 
5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue 

• Plans are complete to totally redo County Road 9 from Ludlow over to the east 5.2 
miles. The project will go out for bid in March with construction to be completed over 
the summer. 

• There is a bridge in Homer, a mile west, which will be removed and replaced this 
summer.  

• There is also a bridge on the Philo slab between Philo Road and US Route 45 that will 
be removed and replaced. The roads will be closed during this time. 

• The countywide guardrail project that was bid back in November, 2018 was awarded 
to Midwest Fence. There will be a pre-construction meeting in March. $2 million of 
guardrail will be replaced countywide throughout the summer. 

• There are multiple township projects in the sealcoat program which will include one 
big bridge and one smaller bridge. 
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6. University of Illinois – Stacey DeLorenzo 
• MCORE is ongoing. 
• The university will begin to discuss St. Mary’s Road project from Fourth Street to Neil 

Street. 
7. Village of Mahomet – Ellen Hedrick 

Not present 
8. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 

• The staff is working with the Village of Savoy on a benefit cost analysis for the INFRA 
Grant. At the next policy meeting, the staff will be asking the Chair of the Policy 
Committee to sign a letter of support on behalf of the grant. 

• The funding allocation for FY2020 for CUUATS was received from IDOT. Ms. 
Morocoima-Black is currently working on developing the GATA Budget for CUUATS. 
The draft of the budget will be presented in April. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black was invited by FHWA to attend a Peer Exchange in Boston, 
Massachusetts, which is related to a tool developed by FHWA. The CUUATS staff used 
the tool to complete the Curtis Road Corridor Study. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black discussed an email from IDOT regarding bridge performance 
measures. According to IDOT, CUUATS can use STP funding to repair those bridges. Mr. 
Sokolowski commented that those bridges are inspected every two years so they stay 
apprised of their condition. 

9. IDOT District 5 – Robert Nelson 
• There have been no changes in construction projects listed last month. 
• The following tentatively scheduled projects are on the March letting: 

o Project 2018 BP-3 is a bridge painting project 
o Project H350 is a project to repair the bridge deck on the bridge over I-74 and 

Prospect Avenue 
o Project HSIP 2019-2, which is a traffic signal modernization, is tentatively scheduled 

for the April letting. 
o Project J005, a University Avenue project has been submitted, but IDOT is still 

waiting on confirmation of the land acquisition. 
10. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell 

To date, an announcement of the new Secretary of Transportation has not be made. 
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11. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 

Not present 
VIII. Announcements 

None 
IX. Audience Participation 

None 
X. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Mr. Gnadt declared the meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
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