
 

  
 
Date: August 9, 2018 
To: Community Action Board 
From:  Lisa Benson, Community Services Director 
 
The Youth Assessment Center staff have been working with a University of Illinois PhD student, Hope 
Holland, through the Champaign County Mental Health Board’s consulting contract with the U of I to 
assess and develop improved data collection, performance, and outcome measures for the program.  
Ms. Holland has provided helpful feedback and developed a tracking system through Survey Monkey 
that will be piloted in the next year. 
 
CCRPC’S Workforce Development programs have been working closely with the City of Champaign on 
a couple of projects in order to increase opportunities for WIOA program customers.  One is an 
educational academy with the City of Champaign Fire Department and the other involves contractor 
recruitment of labor for the Bristol Place re-development. 
 
Congressman Rodney Davis and David Bradley (co-founder and CEO of the National Community 
Action Foundation) visited RPC’s Workforce Development and Youth Assessment Center sites on July 
30th.  They had an opportunity to learn more about the services provided by these programs and the 
impact on the persons served.  Program participants were present and provided first hand testimony 
of the positive impact of the services.  Tori Rhone and Jonathan Westfield did a great job of explaining 
the program operations and outcomes of the services.  We had great representation from the county 
board (Jim McGuire and Pius Weibel) and county elected officials (John Farney and Diane Michaels). 
 
Heartland Bank hosted a financial literary training at RPC.  A number of the No Limits clients 
participated.  We will be exploring partnering to host a full curriculum of financial literacy that include 
client incentives for completion. 
 
CCRPC has been awarded a 39-month Department of Labor grant that will provide funding to help the 
RPC offer training and employment assistance to young adults from 18- to 24-years-old who reside in 
targeted sections of Champaign County characterized as both high-crime and high-poverty.   
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