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CUUATS Joint Technical and Policy Committees Meeting 
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2019 
Time: 10:30 a.m. 
Place: John Dimit Conference Room 
 Brookens Administrative Center 
 1776 E. Washington St., Urbana 
Technical Committee Members Present: Dalitso Sulamoyo, Jay Rank (Proxy), Jane Sullivan (Proxy), 
David Clark, Lorrie Pearson, Craig Shonkwiler, Robert Nelson, Daniel Magee, Ted Christy, Levi 
Kopmann 
Policy Committee Members Present: Giraldo Rosales, Bradley Diel, David Clark (Proxy), Diane Marlin, 
Scott Neihart, Ted Christy (Proxy), Joan Dykstra 
Technical Committee Members Absent: Jeff Blue, Karl Gnadt, Amy Snyder, Rob Kowalski, Stacey 
DeLorenzo, Dick Helton 
Policy Committee Members Absent: Deborah Frank Feinen 
Others Present: Betsy Tracy, Tom Caldwell, Brian Trygg, Carol Mitten, Shannon Beranek 
  

MEETING MINUTES 

Subject to Review and Approval 

I. Call to Order 
Mr. Rosales called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. 

II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken by written record and a quorum was declared present for both CUUATS 
Technical and Policy Committees. 

III. Audience Participation 
None 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Technical Committee: Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Clark seconded. 
Upon vote, the motion to approve the agenda was unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Kopmann seconded. Upon 
vote, the motion to approve the agenda was unanimously carried. 
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V. Approval of Minutes 
Technical Committee: Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the minutes from the CUUATS 
Technical Committee Meeting of September 4, 2019. Mr. Kopmann seconded. Upon vote, the 
motion to approve the minutes was unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Shonkwiler made a motion to approve the minutes from the CUUATS 
Policy Committee Meeting of September 11, 2019. Mr. Clark seconded. Upon vote, the motion to 
approve the minutes was unanimously carried. 

VI. New Business 
A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2023 Amendment – Ashlee 

McLaughlin 
Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation submitted one amendment to the 
Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2023. The following describes the amendment: 
Forest Preserve District Project FPD-20-01 
This is a new Forest Preserve project for trail amenities and a parking lot on the Kickapoo 
Trail from Urbana to 7th Street in St. Joseph. The total project cost is $281,900 with 80 percent 
($225,520) in federal ITEP funding and a 20 percent ($56,380) local match. This project is in FY 
20. 
Technical Committee: Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) 2020-2023 Amendment. Mr. Clark seconded. Upon vote, the 
motion unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) 2020-2023 Amendment. Mayor Dykstra seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
 

B. Presentation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2023 Administrative 
Modification – Ashlee McLaughlin 
Background: The Illinois Department of Transportation submitted one administrative 
modification to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2023. The following 
describes the modification: 
State of Illinois Project F206 
This is an existing state project for designed overlay on Leverett Road from Market Street to 
US 45. According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project has been converted 
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from “Advanced Construction” to “Current” status due to the specific apportionment or state 
contract ceiling being sufficient to meet project specifications and/or the project being 
financially active. This project is in FY 20. 
 

C. Approval of DRAFT Public Participation Plan (PPP) – Ashlee McLaughlin 
It is a federal requirement that the Public Participation Plan be updated every three years. The 
goal of the federal requirement is to make transparent what kind of strategies the CUUATS 
staff uses to get public involvement when completing different planning products. The plan 
will go out for a 45-day public comment period beginning on October 17 and will be 
presented for final approval at the December Technical and Policy Committee meetings. Ms. 
McLaughlin commented that another federal requirement that is also updated every three 
years is the Title VI Program. The program outlines how the CUUATS staff is complying with 
Title VI regulations for the Metropolitan Planning Organization. The document will be out for a 
30-day public comment period.  
Technical Committee: Mr. Clark made a motion to approve the DRAFT Public Participation 
Plan (PPP). Ms. Pearson seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the DRAFT Public Participation Plan 
(PPP). Mayor Marlin seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
 

D. Approval of FINAL Champaign-Urbana Area Freight Plan – Shuake Wuzhati 
Upon showing an animation of truck GPS records traveling on the regional roadway system 
over the course of a day in October 2017, Ms. Wuzhati provided the background of the 
development of the freight plan. The freight plan was developed to determine if the existing 
system is meeting the needs of the trucks and how staff can make sure the trucks are 
traveling safely, reliably and efficiently. 
Ms. Wuzhati provided the following highlights of the Freight Plan: 
• The freight plan has been a 30-month planning effort that was started with funding from 

IDOT and help from the Freight Advisory Group. 
• The plan was completed in July and was presented for a 30-day comment period. 

Adjustments were made on the plan based on the comments received from the Freight 
Advisory Group and from the businesses that the CUUATS staff contacted through surveys 
and business roundtables. 
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• The freight plan will provide an opportunity for: 
o regional freight stakeholders to participate in the effort to build awareness on the 

linkage between the region’s economy and key infrastructure components; 
o identify freight movement patterns; 
o establish an understanding of how the transportation system is utilized by freight 

generators and carriers;  
o identify current and future freight transportation needs and challenges; 
o develop freight system goals, objectives, and performance measures;  
o prioritize opportunities and identify funding sources to improve freight 

transportation through implementing recommended projects and strategies 
• The following goals were established for the Freight Plan: 

o Improve safety 
o Preserve existing infrastructure 
o Improve efficiency 
o Expand freight-supporting services and grow the economy 
o Improve quality of life 

• The Freight Plan vision: 
“The Champaign-Urbana Region Freight Plan envisions the 
Champaign-Urbana area as a vibrant region with a 
thriving economy connecting people and goods to 
regional, national and global markets by providing safe, 
efficient and reliable transportation connections.” 

The full document containing details of the findings and recommendations can be found on 
the CCRPC.org website. Ms. Morocoima-Black announced that the CUUATS staff received a 
National AMPO award for the Freight Plan. Ms. Morocoima-Black and Ms. Wuzhati will be 
attending the AMPO conference in Baltimore to receive the award. 
 
Mayor Marlin commented on the truck parking recommended locations and how they were 
picked for future truck parking. She mentioned the site on Route 45 at Interstate 74. Ms. 
Morocoima-Black commented that the staff did not look at that location due to the fact there 
is a new facility going in at that location. Mayor Marlin commented that Peterbilt was going in 
there but there are more acres available. Ms. Morocoima-Black further commented that staff 
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wanted to see how the facility operates before including it as a possible location, but the 
staff can add the change. 

 
Technical Committee: Mr. Clark made a motion to approve the FINAL Champaign-Urbana Area 
Freight Plan amending the Freight Plan to show the location at Route 45 and I-74 as a 
possible truck parking location.  Mr. Shonkwiler seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mayor Dykstra made a motion to approve the FINAL Champaign-Urbana 
Area Freight Plan amending the Freight Plan to show the location at Route 45 and I-74 as a 
possible truck parking location. Mr. Diel seconded. Upon vote, the motion unanimously 
carried. 
 

E. Approval of DRAFT Champaign-Urbana Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045 – Ashlee 
McLaughlin 
Ms. McLaughlin commented on the following: 
• As a federal requirement, the LRTP is updated every five years. 
• The goal of the LRTP plan is to look at the entire region, to visualize 25 years in the 

future, imagine the possibilities and prepare for change. 
• The format of the plan is a web plan. This makes the plan more accessible to the public, 

and ADA web accessible for people with visual limitations. Ms. McLaughlin reviewed some 
of the sections on the web plan with the committees. 

• Ms. McLaughlin presented the two videos that have been created to help the public 
imagine why the CUUATS staff does what they do and what 2045 could look like. The 
following comments were made from the committee: 
o Ms. Pearson inquired who the audience is for Video One. 
o Mayor Marlin commented on Video Two. She didn’t see in the video the need for a 

transfer station in downtown Urbana in terms of multi-modal connectivity. Will this be 
included? Ms. McLaughlin commented that it was included in the beginning but was 
removed because there were not enough details or locations. Ms. Morocoima-Black 
commented that the concept is mentioned as an idea in the plan. 
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o Ms. McLaughlin comment that the draft plan will go out for a public comment period 
from October 23 through November 21. During this time, the CUUATS staff will continue 
to take feedback or comments from the agencies and the public. 

o Mr. Diel inquired if there is potential for additional funding for transportation based on 
population growth on the 2020 census? Ms. Morocoima-Black indicated that every year 
IDOT looks at population for funding for the MPAs. 

Technical Committee: Mr. Clark made a motion to approve the DRAFT Champaign-Urbana 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045. Mr. Kopmann seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
Policy Committee: Mr. Diel made a motion to approve the DRAFT Champaign-Urbana Long 
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045. Mayor Dykstra seconded. Upon vote, the motion 
unanimously carried. 
 

VII. Old Business 
A. Projects and Working Groups 

1. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project – David Clark 
• Project Four construction is moving along well. Water main work is in progress on the 

last block. 
• The contractors should be working in the next phase, north of Daniel Street, by the 

second week of November. Contractors will stop short of Green Street sometime in 
December when winter shutdown begins. 

• Bus shelters will be installed next year in the spring. 
• The plan is to resume construction next March. Contractors will start north of Green 

Street and work their way out to Springfield Avenue. After commencement, 
contractors will resume work at the Green Street and Wright Street intersection. 

• Mr. Shonkwiler commented that Project Five is in the final plan development stage and 
some right-of-way acquisition has been secured. 

2. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that the group has not met since the last meeting. 

3. Champaign-Urbana Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2045 – Ashlee McLaughlin 
There was no further discussion on the LRTP 2045 draft since it was presented earlier as 
an item for discussion on the agenda. 
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4. Safety Committee – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that the group has not met since the last meeting. 

B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign – David Clark 

• Street maintenance work has been completed for the summer. 
• The completion date for the Bradley Avenue safety project is October 31. Contractors 

are still working on gas relocation, as well as street light and crosswalk installation. 
• The Bradley Avenue closure at Boneyard Creek has been recently reopened. 
• The City of Champaign portion of the South Prospect Avenue project is pretty much 

complete. The contractor is working on the Village of Savoy portion of the project. 
Street lights are up but not yet operational. The road is still closed until traffic can get 
down to Curtis Road. 

2. City of Urbana – Craig Shonkwiler 
• Annual maintenance projects are complete.  
• The Springfield Avenue project is going through the environmental clearance phase. It 

is hopeful that the project will be out for bid during the middle of winter. 
• Ms. Mitten commented on the search for a new Director of Public Works. The city 

expects to be short-listing in the next month or so and will then bring the finalists in 
for interviews. 

• Mr. Shonkwiler introduced Shannon Beranek, Civil Engineer for the City of Urbana, who 
will fill in as his replacement on the committee. 

• Mayor Marlin wished Mr. Shonkwiler the best as he moves to a new position. Also, 
congratulations to Lorrie Pearson, who is the new head of the Department of 
Community Development Services with the City of Urbana. 

3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann 
• Contractors are working on Prospect Avenue with the hopes that the rest of the 

pavement will be completed prior to winter. 
• The village is getting ready to open bids for the trail project around Colbert Park path 

and the reconstruction project along Pheasant Lane on the west side of Savoy. 
• The village is completing normal maintenance projects. 
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4. MTD – Jane Sullivan/Jay Rank 
• MTD will be opening bids tomorrow for the Facility Modification maintenance facility 

that will house the hydrogen buses. 
• MTD is waiting to hear the announcement on the award of two federal grants. 
• Nelson Nyguard has been working on a comprehensive analysis for MTD. Onboard 

surveys have been completed. There will be a technical advisory committee meeting in 
November. MTD will be going before the Champaign City Council on November 12 to 
discuss this project. There will be a public meeting on November 13. 

5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue 
Not present 

6. University of Illinois – Ted Christy 
• MCORE work is ongoing on Wright Street. 
• Contractors have transitioned from the west side to the east side.  
• There are closures on the west side on Daniel Street to John Street due to 

construction. 
7. Village of Mahomet – Ellen Hedrick 

Not present 
8. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 

No report. 
9. IDOT District 5 – Scott Neihart 

• The University Avenue project has been let, there is a bidder and the project has been 
recommended for an award. 

• Land acquisition and engineering changes are ongoing on the interchange project. The 
superstructure is on track for a January letting. IDOT is making good progress with the 
railroad. 

• Contractors will be pouring a latex overlay on the bridge deck for the Prospect 
Avenue project on October 22. 

• Box culvert work on US 150 from Mahomet to Champaign is ongoing. 
• Leverette Road resurfacing is underway. The milling should have started on October 8. 
• Micro-surfacing and inlay on Interstate 74 are basically complete; shoulder work and 

stripping are being completed. 
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10. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell 
No report. 

11. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 
• We are under a continuing Resolution until November 21, 2019. 
• There is no new information on the transportation bill. 

VIII. Announcements 
Ms. Morocoima-Black wished the best for Mr. Shonkwiler, who is leaving the City of Urbana.  

IX. Audience Participation 
None 

X. Adjournment 
Mr. Rosales adjourned the meeting at 12:07 p.m. 
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