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CUUATS Technical Committee Meeting 
Date:   Wednesday, May 6, 2020 
Time:   9:30 a.m. 
Place:  VIA ZOOM  
Members Present:  Karl Gnadt (Chair), Jeff Blue, Dalitso Sulamoyo, Amy Snyder, Rob Kowalski, 

Shannon Beranek (Proxy), Lorrie Pearson, Bob Nelson, Dan Magee, Stacey 
DeLorenzo, Levi Kopmann  

Members Absent:  David Clark, Ehab Kamarah 
Others Present: Tom Caldwell, Betsy Tracy, Ellen Hedrick, Avoree Gore, Maurey Williamson, 

Shuake Wuzhati 
  

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order 
Mr. Gnadt called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

II. Roll Call 
The roll was taken by voice roll call and a quorum was declared present: 
Roll Call Taken: 

Jeff Blue  Yes   Dalitso Sulamoyo  Yes 
Karl Gnadt  Yes   Amy Snyder   Yes 
Rob Kowalski  Yes   Shannon Beranek  Yes 
Lorrie Pearson Yes   Bob Nelson   Yes 
Dan Magee  Yes   Stacey DeLorenzo  Yes 
Levi Kopmann  Yes 

III. Audience Participation 
None 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Blue seconded. 
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 

Jeff Blue  Yes   Dalitso Sulamoyo  Yes 
Karl Gnadt  Yes   Amy Snyder   Yes 
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Rob Kowalski  Yes   Shannon Beranek  Yes 
Lorrie Pearson Yes   Bob Nelson   Yes 
Dan Magee  Yes   Stacey DeLorenzo  Yes 
Levi Kopmann  Yes   

Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
V. Approval of Minutes 

Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the minutes from the CUUATS Technical Committee 
Meeting on April 1, 2020. Mr. Kowalski seconded.  
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 

Jeff Blue  Yes   Dalitso Sulamoyo  Yes 
Karl Gnadt  Yes   Amy Snyder   Yes 
Rob Kowalski  Yes   Shannon Beranek  Yes 
Lorrie Pearson Yes   Bob Nelson   Yes 
Dan Magee  Yes   Stacey DeLorenzo  Yes 
Levi Kopmann  Yes 

Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried.  
VI. New Business 

A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2023 Amendments – Ashlee 
McLaughlin 
BACKGROUND  
The Illinois Department of Transportation and the Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District 
submitted six amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2023. The 
following describes the amendments:  
State of Illinois Project A097  
This is an existing state project for a standard overlay on I-72 from White Heath Road NE of 
White Heath to I-57 west of Champaign. The total project cost decreased 43 percent from 
$14,000,000 to $7,948,000 in federal NHPP-State funds with a 10 percent state match. This 
project is in FY 20.  
MTD Project MTD-21-02  
This is a new MTD project for remodeling the MTD Administration Facility at 1101 E University 
Avenue in Urbana. The total project cost is $1,460,000 with 80 percent ($1,168,000) in FTA 
5307 funds and 20 percent ($292,000) MTD Capital Reserve funding. This project is in FY 21.  
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MTD Project MTD-22-01  
This is an existing MTD project to replace four 60-foot diesel buses with four 60-foot 
hydrogen fuel cell buses. The federal funding proportion increases from 35 to 50 percent, the 
state funding proportion decreases from 65 to 50 percent, and the DOAP funding source is 
replaced by State Capital funding. The total cost increased from $6,000,000 to $6,520,640 
with 50 percent ($3,260,320) in FTA 5307 Funding and 50 percent ($3,260,320) in State 
Capital funding. Last, the fiscal year changed from 2020 to 2021.  
MTD Project MTD-21-03  
This is a new MTD project for (3) replacement 40-foot hydrogen fuel cell buses. The total 
project cost is $1,983,000 with 50 percent ($991,500) federal FTA 5307 funding and 50 
percent ($991,500) State Capital funding. This project is in FY 21.  
MTD Project MTD-21-04  
This is a new MTD project to build a solar array on property leased from Urbana Champaign 
Sanitary District in Urbana. The total project cost is $4,400,000 with 50 percent ($2,200,000) 
federal FTA 5307 funding and 50 percent ($2,200,000) State Capital funding. This project is in 
FY 21.  
MTD Project MTD-21-05  
This is a new MTD project to repair the existing first-generation passenger information kiosks 
at various bus stops. The total project cost is $110,000 with 50 percent ($55,000) State Capital 
funding and 50 percent ($55,000) MTD Capital Reserve funding. This project is in FY 21. 
 
Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 2020-
2023 Amendments. Mr. Blue seconded.  

Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jeff Blue  Yes   Dalitso Sulamoyo  Yes 
Karl Gnadt  Yes   Amy Snyder   Yes 
Rob Kowalski Yes   Shannon Beranek  Yes 
Lorrie Pearson Yes   Bob Nelson   Yes 
Dan Magee Yes   Stacey DeLorenzo  Yes 
Levi Kopmann Yes 

Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
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B. Presentation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2023 Administrative 
Modifications – Ashlee McLaughlin 
BACKGROUND  
The Forest Preserve District and the Illinois Department of Transportation submitted five 
administrative modifications to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2023. The 
following describes the modifications:  
Forest Preserve District Project FPD-20-01  
This is an existing Forest Preserve District project for trail amenities and a parking lot for the 
Kickapoo Rail Trail between Main Street in Urbana to 7th Street in St. Joseph. According to the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, this project has been authorized in “Advanced 
Construction” due to the specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being insufficient to 
meet project specifications and/or no eligible costs being incurred on the project. This project 
is in FY 2020.  
State of Illinois Project L008  
This is an existing state project for traffic signal installation on Curtis Road at the I-57 
northbound and southbound ramps. According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, 
this project has been authorized in “Advanced Construction” due to the specific 
apportionment or state contract ceiling being insufficient to meet project specifications 
and/or no eligible costs being incurred on the project. This project is in FY 2020.  
State of Illinois Project H353/H352  
This is an existing state project with five phases for bridge work on I-74 in Champaign. The 
cost of the project’s Bridge Superstructure phase over Market Street was increased from 
$2,840,000 to $4,040,000 in NHPP-State funds with a state match, resulting in a 4 percent 
increase in the total project cost. This project is in FY 2020.  
State of Illinois Project J005  
This is an existing state project with six phases for ADA, lighting, and signal improvements on 
US 150/University Avenue from Wright Street to Cunningham Avenue in Urbana. The cost of 
the project’s Railroad Flagger phase was increased from $40,000 to $75,000 in State Only 
funds, resulting in a 0.4 percent increase in the total project cost. This project is in FY 2020.  
State of Illinois Project A097  
This is an existing state project for a standard overlay on I-72 from White Heath Road NE of 
White Heath to I-57 west of Champaign. According to the Illinois Department of 
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Transportation, this project has been authorized in “Advanced Construction” due to the 
specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being insufficient to meet project 
specifications and/or no eligible costs being incurred on the project. This project is in FY 
2020. 
 

C. Presentation of Pending Changes to Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Annual Update 
Procedures – Ashlee McLaughlin 

• Instead of updating the full TIP annually, the CUUATS staff is proposing that the TIP be 
updated every three years due to change in timelines for several different MPO and 
State of Illinois requirements. The State of Illinois multi-year program has been released 
later in the recent past, which has thrown off the TIP update process. Therefore, the 
CUUATS staff has been looking at different processes with the state to determine how 
they can update the TIP in a more efficient manner. 

• The federal government only requires an update at least every four fiscal years. The 
CUUATS staff is proposing the change so that the schedule will be more in sync with 
other state requirements the staff must meet that are on a three-year schedule. 

• Ms. McLaughlin will still be contacting local agencies every year to make sure there are 
no updates before each fiscal year begins. Amendments and modifications will still be 
updated on the public website and at CUUATS meetings. The TIP will include six fiscal 
years which ensures the TIP will reflect the current fiscal year and at least three 
subsequent fiscal years throughout the three years between full updates. 

• An amendment proposing that the TIP schedule be changed to every three years will 
be on the Technical and Policy committee meeting agendas in June. 
 

D. Approval of FINAL Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) FY 2021 – Rita Morocoima-Black 
Ms. Morocoima-Black provided comments on the draft UTWP document: 

• The draft UTWP document was made available on the CUUATS website for public 
review. There were no comments received. 

• No changes have been made to the document since the last CUUATS Technical 
committee meeting in April. 

Ms. Pearson made a motion to approve the FINAL Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) FY 
2021. Ms. Snyder seconded. 
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Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jeff Blue  Yes   Dalitso Sulamoyo  Yes 
Karl Gnadt Yes   Amy Snyder   Yes 
Rob Kowalski Yes   Shannon Beranek  Yes 
Lorrie Pearson Yes   Bob Nelson   Yes 
Dan Magee Yes   Stacey DeLorenzo  Yes 
Levi Kopmann Yes 

Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried.  

E. Discussion Regarding Transportation Planning and Construction During the Covid-19 Pandemic 
– Rita Morocoima-Black 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black commented that she has heard several concerns from members 
of the community regarding the loss of revenue due to the reduction of people 
travelling during the pandemic period. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black contacted IDOT to see if they had an estimation of what the 
reduction would be on the motor fuel tax (MTF) funding. The comment made to Ms. 
Morocoima-Black was that the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) made a statement that they are expecting a 30 
percent reduction in MFT funding for the next 18 months. This reduction could impact 
and delay roadway projects that are scheduled for the next year or two. Ms. 
Morocoima-Black asked the members of the Technical Committee if they are expecting 
any delays in local projects, have they heard of any changes or what impact there 
may be, including on the state projects because of the reduction in MFT funding: 

o Jeff Blue commented that an IDOT circular letter was sent out announcing that 
they would be releasing the $250 million bond sales for local roads likely this 
week. They would be letting the local road authorities know how much they 
would be receiving in the bond issue which could help fill up the gap due to 
reduction of the MFT. 

o Ellen Hedrick commented that the Village of Mahomet is going to be 
conservative. The MFT program is already in place and they will move forward 
with the projects. Other projects will be delayed because of not knowing what 
the revenue reduction is going to be. 
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o Shannon Beranek from the City of Urbana commented that the city is working 
on adjusting some numbers down on their Capital Improvement Plan due to the 
expected lower MFT. Projects such as Lincoln Avenue and Springfield Avenue, 
MCORE Projects Four and Five, and some other projects won’t be affected 
since they are already budgeted. The city is taking a cautious approach to plan 
for the future. 

o Mr. Kowalski commented that the City of Champaign is also revising their 
Capital Improvement Plan and the changes will be discussed by City Council 
this month. Some projects will be pushed out and the Capital Improvement Plan 
funds will be used to make up for the expected budget shortfalls in other 
areas such as sales tax, food and beverage tax, and hotel/motel tax. 

o Mr. Kopmann commented that the Village of Savoy just passed their budget 
which reflects lower revenue. They adjusted their Capital Improvement Plan as 
well and are taking a conservative outlook on what projects will move forward. 

o Ms. DeLorenzo commented that the $1.5 million of transportation maintenance 
funding was taken away by the University of Illinois for the projects that were 
planned. 

o Mr. Nelson commented that IDOT is talking about the loss of revenue to 
determine what adjustments might have to be made. 

• Ms. Morocoima-Black discussed a Chicago Tribune article that indicated that the 
pandemic could cost $560 million in gas taxes and revenues. The article outlines the 
focus for delays on next year’s projects. Contractors have been hired so this year’s 
funding has already been allocated. They are expecting projects to be delayed or 
cancelled completely at the end of the year. It has not been determined what will 
happen with such large projects as the interchange project. It is uncertain if the state 
will be able to continue with plans on the construction of these projects. 

• The CUUATS staff is waiting to hear if they have been awarded any of the six grants 
they applied for. Funding from those grants will help maintain the CUUATS staff. 
CUUATS funding only pays for 35-40 percent of staff salary. 

VII. Old Business 
A. Projects and Working Groups 
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1. Multimodal Corridor Enhancement (MCORE) Project 
Ms. DeLorenzo discussed the current status of MCORE campus projects: 

• The concrete is being poured today at the section between Healey Street and 
Springfield Avenue, south of that section and north of the Boneyard Creek. 

• Contractors have started work on Chalmers Street and Sixth Street. The project 
was started last year to replace old water mains with new sewer lines. The project 
should be finished around the third week of this month. 

• Contractors are on schedule despite rain delays.  
• Shannon Beranek from the City of Urbana discussed Project Five. Traffic control 

and demolition on Green Street near Race Street will begin this week. 
2. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 

• RTAG has not met since the last CUUATS meeting. 
• C-CARTS applied for a Capital Grant to purchase cameras for the 12 current buses 

plus the new medium-duty bus for approximately $100,000 of funding. C-CARTS 
will ask for approval at the Highway Committee meeting this coming Friday. 

• Staff is working with MTD to prepare the CARES Act grant application. The funding 
will pay for operation costs and expenses related to COVID-19, but not 
administration costs. C-CARTS has been allocated $579,000. The grant application 
is to be submitted next month. 

3. Safety Committee – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• The Safety Committee has not met. 
• The staff is working on preparing an HSIP grant application for Champaign County.  
• The staff was waiting for new crash data for 2019. However, the data will not be 

available in the next month, so the staff has started preparing the application with 
data from 2018. 

• The staff is working on developing a dashboard for Champaign County that has 
detailed data related to pedestrian, bike, auto and bus crashes. 

• Several data sets and dashboards are being developed and will be made available 
soon, and hopefully, the Safety Committee will be able to meet. 

• Report cards are being developed for the Rural and Urban plans. The report card 
will allow the staff to keep better track of the progress of implementing the goals 
and objectives of each of the safety plans. 
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B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign 

• Private construction is ongoing as it is considered an essential service. There were 
approximately 250 building permits applied for since the stay-at-home order 
began. 

• Construction of beam at Sixth Street and Green Street is being completed and is 
expected to open by August. 

• A building permit has been issued for the large construction project at Sixth Street 
and Daniel Street. 

• Construction of the Cosco wholesale store is ramping up in Champaign.  
2. City of Urbana – Shannon Beranek 

• Project Five is ongoing. 
• Contractors are working on ADA ramp, curb and gutter work, asphalt paving and 

surface sealing in the Dr. Ellis subdivision. 
• The Kinch Street streetlight project is ongoing. 
• The Nevada Street series light replacement project is out for bid. 
• The Vine Street and Washington Street reconstruction program will be out for bid 

next week. 
• The Lincoln Avenue and Springfield Avenue project is under review for the 

environmental process. The plans will be finalized and then go out for bid. 
3. Village of Savoy – Levi Kopmann 

• The Curtis Road STU project is in the design phase and the village is waiting on the 
news of the INFRA Grant application. 

• The village is working on the BUILD Grant project application. 
• All pavement work has been completed on Prospect Avenue. Weather permitting, 

topsoil, sod and lane stripping will be completed in the next two weeks. 
• Patching projects are being completed along the Pheasant Lane corridor. 
• The village is working on patching and in-house design for upcoming fall and next 

spring projects. 
4. MTD – Karl Gnadt 
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• The reason for the TIP amendments is that the MTD state capital funding is 
decreasing. MTD is moving some federal funding around in order to continue the 
planned capital projects. 

• The plant that produces the hydrogen fuel cell buses had shut down but is 
expected to open on Monday. Hybrid buses are still on the production line as well. 

• Construction on the hydrogen fuel station is to begin in September. MTD is 
ordering and assembling parts.  

• MTD is holding pre-production meetings on the facility modification of the 
maintenance department. The maintenance department will be ready for the 
contractor to be on-site. 

5. Champaign County – Jeff Blue 
• There are two bridges currently under construction on Dewey-Fisher Road. Stark 

Construction started earlier on the project and should be done by late July. 
• The construction on the bridge north and east of Mahomet at Fogel Road is to 

begin this coming Monday with a completion date in August. 
• The overlay project in Gifford is being awarded to Open Road Paving and 

construction will begin after July 4th. 
• Design work has begun on the HSIP project for the road between Sidney and IL 

130. 
6. University of Illinois – Stacey DeLorenzo 

• Since it is unknown what will happen with funding in the upcoming year, there are 
no plans for projects. 

• St. Mary’s Road project is ongoing. 
7. Village of Mahomet – Ellen Hedrick 

• The village will be working on an MFT paving and oil and chip project this summer. 
• A contract was awarded for the traffic signal project at US 150 and Lake of the 

Woods Road which will be going on in September or October. 
• Other projects were planned, but it is unknown at this time if the village will move 

ahead with those projects. 
8. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 

• The Rantoul Transportation Plan is out for public review and will be presented to 
village in early June. 
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• The staff is finishing four Safe Routes to School plans for Rantoul. They should be 
completed by the end of the month and will be presented to the school board for 
approval. 

• The Sustainable Neighborhood model is complete and will be presented at the 
next CUUATS Technical and Policy committee meetings. 

• The staff is working with Sidewalk Labs on the development of the Replica model 
for Champaign-Urbana and is hoping to get the operations synthesis which is an 
estimation of the population and unemployment for the Champaign-Urbana area. 
Staff will be reviewing and validating the model so that Sidewalk Labs can finish 
the complete model. Once the full model is received, the CUUATS staff will test the 
model and then the link will be made available to the local agencies. At that time, 
the staff will be working with IDOT and the 12 remaining MPOs in downstate Illinois 
developing a Replica model for all 12 MPOs in Illinois. 

• Sidewalk data will probably not be collected this year, but Ms. Morocoima-Black 
asked the members to send a list of any improvements that were made last year to 
CUUATS staff member Matt Yoder. 

9. IDOT District 5 – Robert Nelson 
• Avoree Gore is the new Programming Engineer. She replaced Jeanne Bland who 

retired last year. 
• Structures at US 150 over I-57 and Mattis Road over I-57/I-74 were let in April. Not 

sure if they have been awarded yet.  
• Tentatively on the June letting is the I-72 overlay micro-surfacing project from 

White Heath Road in Piatt County to I-57.  
• The Curtis Road signal project at the I-57 ramps are also on the June letting.  Work 

has not started. 
• Contractors are completing curb and gutter work on University Avenue on the east 

side of Carle Hospital on the south side of the road. 
• Contractors are working on Bradley Avenue over I-57, have completed the broken 

attenuator pad, seeding, wire fence and are planning to paint bridge beams at 
night, weather permitting.  

• Market Street patching will begin this week, weather permitting. 
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• The signal back plate replacement project is progressing through Champaign-
Urbana. 

10. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell 
Revenue concerns are being reviewed. 

11. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 
The Build Grant applications are due May 18. There has not been any word on an 
extension of that date. 

VIII. Announcements 
None 

IX. Audience Participation 
None 

X. Adjournment 
Mr. Gnadt adjourned the meeting at 10:18 a.m. 
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