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CUUATS Policy Committee Meeting 

Date:   Wednesday, April 13, 2022 
Time:   10:30 a.m. 
Place:   In Person and Via ZOOM 
Members Present:  Jim McGuire, Brad Diel, Chris Sokolowski (proxy), Diane Marlin, Christopher 

Walton (proxy), Scott Neihart, Stacey DeLorenzo (proxy)  
Members Absent:  Deborah Frank Feinen, John Brown, Ehab Kamarah 
Staff Present: Dalitso Sulamoyo, Rita Morocoima-Black, Ashlee McLaughlin, Debbie Peterik, 

Mahamudul Hasan, Xiyue Li, J.D. McClanahan,  
Others Present: Karl Gnadt, Tim Cowan, Tom Caldwell, Robert Innis, Betsy Tracy, Maurey 

Williamson  
  

MEETING MINUTES 
Approved as Distributed 

I. Call to Order 
Mayor Marlin called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

II. Roll Call  
The roll was taken by voice roll call and a quorum was declared present: 
Roll Call Taken: 
Jim McGuire  present 
Brad Diel   present 
Chris Sokolowski (P) present 
Scott Neihart  present 
Stacey DeLorenzo (P) present 
Christopher Walton (P) present  
Diane Marlin  present 

III. Audience Participation 
None 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Sokolowski made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. McGuire seconded. 
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jim McGuire  yes 
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Brad Diel   yes 
Chris Sokolowski (P) yes 
Scott Neihart  yes 
Stacey DeLorenzo (P) yes 
Christopher Walton (P) yes 
Diane Marlin  yes 
Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
 

V. Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Sokolowski made a motion to approve the minutes from the CUUATS Policy Committee 
meeting of February 9, 2022. Mr. Neihart seconded. 
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jim McGuire  yes 
Brad Diel   yes 
Chris Sokolowski (P) yes 
Scott Neihart  yes 
Stacey DeLorenzo (P) yes 
Christopher Walton (P) yes 
Diane Marlin  yes 
Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
 

VI. New Business 
A. Approval of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2025 Amendments – Ashlee 

McLaughlin 
BACKGROUND  
The City of Urbana, State of Illinois, and Champaign-Urbana Mass Transit District (MTD) 
submitted five amendments to the Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2025. The 
following describes the amendments:  
New Illustrative Project  
MTD and the City of Urbana are proposing a new illustrative project for the reconstruction of 
Florida Avenue from Wright Street to Vine Street based on the findings of the Florida Avenue 
Corridor Study that is currently underway. The project would include the reconstruction of the 
roadway as well as new traffic signals, a new shared-use path, two transit cut outs with transit 
shelters, sidewalk repairs, lighting improvements, and more. The total cost of the improvements 
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is estimated at around $12 million. MTD and the City of Urbana are currently working on a 
federal RAISE grant application to cover the majority of the project costs.  
State of Illinois Project H332  
This is an existing state project for I-57 bridge work under CH 17 1.8 miles east of Sadorus. This 
project currently has two phases in FY 22, one for preliminary engineering and one for bridge 
superstructure. The phase for bridge superstructure is being moved to FY 23, re-classified as 
bridge replacement, and the cost of the phase has increased to $3 million which constitutes a 
total project cost increase of 19 percent. The funding source remains at 90 percent federal 
NHPP-State with a 10 percent NHPP-State match.  
State of Illinois Project CM22-5009  
This is an existing state project for patching on FAS 533 (Market Street) from Ford Harris Road 
to Hensley Road north of Champaign. The project cost has increased 72 percent from $150,000 
to $258,000 with state only funding. This project is in FY 22.  
MTD Project MTD-23-11  
This is a new MTD project to expand the Hydrogen Fueling Station at 803 E University Avenue 
in Urbana. The total cost is $6 million with 80 percent FTA (5307 or 5339) funds and a 20 
percent local match. This project is in FY 23.  
MTD Project MTD-23-12  
This is a new MTD project for four (4) replacement 60-foot hydrogen fuel cell buses. The total 
cost is $6 million with 80 percent FTA (5307 or 5339) funds and a 20 percent local match. This 
project is in FY 23.  
 

Ms. DeLorenzo made a motion to approve the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-
2025 Amendments. Mr. Sokolowski seconded. 
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jim McGuire  yes 
Brad Diel   yes 
Chris Sokolowski (P) yes 
Scott Neihart  yes 
Stacey DeLorenzo (P) yes 
Christopher Walton (P) yes 
Diane Marlin  yes 
Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
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B. Presentation of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) FY 2020-2025 Modifications – 
Ashlee McLaughlin 
BACKGROUND  
The Illinois Department of Transportation submitted two administrative modifications to the 
Transportation Improvement Program FY 2020-2025. The following describes the modifications:  
State of Illinois Project N019  
This is an existing state project for new shoulders and milled rumble strip on US 45 from the 
Saline Branch Ditch to 0.3 miles north of Olympian Road. According to the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, this project is authorized in “Advanced Construction” status due to the 
specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being insufficient to meet project 
specifications and/or no eligible costs have been incurred on this project. This project is in FY 
22.  
State of Illinois Project A167 D  
This is an existing state project for reconstruction of the I-57/I-74 interchange in Champaign. 
According to the Illinois Department of Transportation, this project is authorized in “Advanced 
Construction” status due to the specific apportionment or state contract ceiling being 
insufficient to meet project specifications and/or no eligible costs have been incurred on this 
project. This project is in FY 22. 
 

C. Approval of Final Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) FY 2023 – Rita Morocoima-Black 
At the joint meeting of the CUUATS Technical and Policy Committee in February, the 
committees approved the draft UTWP for FY 2023. Last week at the CUUATS Technical 
Committee meeting, the Technical Committee approved the Final UTWP with no comments. The 
document has been on the website since February. There were no comments received from 
the public or any members of the committee.  
 

Ms. DeLorenzo made a motion to approve the Final Unified Technical Work Program (UTWP) for FY 
2023 Mr. Gnadt seconded. 
Voice Roll Call taken for votes: 
Jim McGuire  yes 
Brad Diel   yes 
Chris Sokolowski (P) yes 
Scott Neihart  yes 
Stacey DeLorenzo (P) yes 
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Christopher Walton (P) yes 
Diane Marlin  yes 
Upon vote, the motion unanimously carried. 
 
D. 2020 Census: Release of Final Urban Area Criteria – Ashlee McLaughlin 

Ms. McLaughlin commented that the CUUATS staff wanted to update the committee that the 
Census Bureau released its final criteria for defining the urbanized area. The details of the 
changes are included in the meeting packet. Last year at this time at the April meeting, the 
staff presented our estimate of the new urbanized area based on the draft criteria. Now the 
Census Bureau has released final criteria and staff wanted to let you know if there were any 
significant changes. Staff does not foresee any significant changes based on what we already 
estimated. Ms. McLaughlin touched on a couple of points that were discussed last year to give 
the committee an update. 
 
The urban area boundary does define the MPO boundary. It also dictates other things like our 
allocation for STBGP funds and it is used in other funding formulas, so it is an important 
boundary that we use. It used to be that we had an “urbanized” area to define the MPO and 
then Mahomet had its own “urban” area. Going forward they will all be called urban areas, 
there will not be a distinction between larger and smaller areas. The biggest differences that 
CUUATS staff foresee with the new criteria is that they do not believe that Tolono and 
Bondville will continue to be part of our urbanized area. Initially, it was thought that Mahomet 
would be included in the 2020 boundary. However, that does not seem as likely as the state 
reduced the distance of potential continuity between urban areas to connect them. The 
Census Bureau has not yet released the final boundaries, only the final criteria.  The final 
boundaries are set to be released this summer. 
 
Finally, in 2018 the CUUATS Technical Committee approved an updated formula for CUUATS 
membership fees based on the new 2020 Census urban area boundary and the 2020 Census 
population totals of each CUUATS member agency. CUUATS staff propose to revisit the 
updated formula for membership fees once the Census Bureau releases the new urban area 
boundaries and it is clear what jurisdictions will be eligible for CUUATS membership. 
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Mayor Marlin inquired if this would have an impact on the Metropolitan Statistical Area? Ms. 
McLaughlin commented that she believes those were a different set of criteria. 
 

VII. Old Business 
A. Projects and Working Groups 

1. Champaign County Rural Transit Advisory Group (RTAG) – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• An RTAG meeting was held on February 9 and the staff presented the C-CARTS grants 

for FY 2023 to request State and Federal funding. Both grants were approved by the 
County Board in March and were submitted to IDOT. 

• The staff also presented the application for CARES grant funding for the installation of 
bus shelters at the top ten highest ridership locations in the Village of Rantoul. The 
grant was approved by the RTAG members and the County Board. The grant was 
submitted on April 1 to IDOT. 

2. Safety Committee – Rita Morocoima-Black 
• The committee met last week and provided an update on the safety projects the 

CUUATS staff is working on including the Champaign County Safety Plan Implementation 
of the 20 high priority intersections and segment locations that have been identified in 
Champaign County. At this time, staff has discussed three urban unsignalized 
intersections in the Champaign-Urbana area: Prospect Avenue and Devonshire Drive, 
McKinley Avenue and Bradley Avenue, and Lincoln Avenue and Ohio Street. We talked 
about the Safety Analysis that was done at these intersections, the crash analysis and 
then provided recommendations for those locations. Other locations discussed that are 
the responsibility of IDOT are the University Avenue segment between Cunningham 
Avenue and Guardian Drive, the segment between Second Street and Sixth Street, 
Mattis Avenue and Bradley Avenue, and Springfield Avenue and Mattis Avenue. 

• The staff also provided an update on the Systemic Safety Evaluation Tool which is a 
web application being developed to use for preparing HSIP applications using the 
Champaign County Highway network. 

B. Agency Reports 
1. City of Champaign – Chris Sokolowski 

• Mr. Sokolowski provided an MCORE update. Projects Four and Five are very close to 
completing material certifications with the State. Once those certifications are 
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completed, Champaign and Urbana will be able to submit their final report and those 
two projects will be completed and closed out. Mr. Sokolowski is still waiting for 
invoices for Projects One and the contract for Project Two and Three from the State. In 
checking with the Local Roads division this week, all has been in Springfield for some 
time, but the process takes a long time. Local Roads’ expectation is to see something 
in the next three months or so. As soon as the invoice is paid for Project One, the last 
invoice will be given to Urbana, and we will be able to close everything out. In the next 
three months, we should be able to close out all of the construction portions of 
MCORE. All that will be left then is the after reporting. 

• There are some 2022 projects in Champaign that might affect major streets. A project 
on Bradley Avenue from Bluegrass Lane to Staley Road to do shoulder widening, some 
ditch regrading, extend the bike lanes out to Staley Road and resurface the roadway. 
This work will begin in May. 

• Champaign will resurface State Street and Randolph Street from Church Street 
downtown south to where the asphalt portion ends, and then some ancillary streets off 
of those two streets. 

• The other major project that might affect MTD and others is Fourth Street from Daniel 
Street to Armory Avenue. A reconstruction on that portion of Fourth Street will take 
place and the water company is also going to do water main replacement. 

• We have started Phase One in Engineering for our STU project, which is the Mattis 
Avenue, Windsor Road to Curtis Road project. 

2. City of Urbana – Tim Cowan 
• The Lincoln Avenue and Springfield Avenue resurfacing project is still underway. 

Construction has resumed and still targeting completion in early August. The project 
was delayed for some water main additional work that was added by Illinois American 
Water this winter. 

• The West Windsor Road resurfacing project is slated to go out to bid in the next 
month or so. That project will include resurfacing from our west boundary up to Race 
Street. 

• Philo Road, Colorado Avenue and Anderson Street is a resurfacing project. The design 
has begun on that project but probably slated for bidding this fall and ending next 
summer. 
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• The Race Street resurfacing project just went out to bid and was awarded. That 
construction will commence this summer and be completed this summer from California 
Avenue to Washington Street. 

• As far as the Florida Avenue corridor that was discussed in the TIP, the city is 
submitting our RAISE Grant applications today. Pending funding, we will be preceding 
with preliminary engineering this year and construction will commence in upcoming 
fiscal years. 

• Other projects include our annual maintenance program with sealcoat, sidewalk 
replacements, and patching that are yet to be defined. 

Mayor Marlin thanked MTD, especially Jane Sullivan, for all of the work and all of the agency 
partners for the letters of support for the Florida Avenue project. If we get this grant, it will 
make a tremendous difference, not only in the street, but it includes the side path on 
Florida Avenue which has long been warranted and needed for connectivity. 

3. Village of Savoy – Christopher Walton 
• The Village is currently looking at its Bike and Pedestrian Plan. We will probably be 

talking with the Board of Trustees about the plan in early May. 
• The largest project that we are continuing to work on is the Curtis Road project. We 

are finalizing contract negotiations with Clark Dietz, and I hope to have that agreement 
in front of the Board of Trustees by the end of this month. As a recap, we are trying to 
reimagine the project so that we can get it fully engineered so that we have a shovel 
ready project for any future grant opportunities. Everyone’s continue support has been 
appreciated. We will probably be going for some FRA grants to keep the project going. 

4. MTD – Karl Gnadt 
• MTD staff conducted interviews on four proposals for architectural and engineering 

services for the Illinois Terminal expansion at The Yards. We have selected a contractor 
and we are in the process of negotiating the cost proposal on that, and we hope to 
bring that to the Board at one of our next two meetings. This is exciting news for 
Phase One of that project moving forward. 

5. Champaign County – Jim McGuire 
• County Road 20 (Royal Road) bridge was closed on April 4 for a deck replacement. 

Estimated to be complete June 15. 
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• County Road 20 (Royal Road) recycle and asphalt overlay from US 45 through Royal will 
start as soon as the bridge is open. Estimated to be complete October 1. 

• High Cross Road Bridge over the Saline will be closed for reconstruction from July 1 
through Thanksgiving. 

• County Road 19 bridge north of Sadorus will be closed for a month this summer to do 
some steel and deck repairs. 

• The Highway Department continues to design/survey for the safety project on the road 
from Philo to US 45 which is scheduled to be bid in 2024. 

6. University of Illinois – Stacey DeLorenzo 
• Asphalt patching project on Pennsylvania Avenue between Wright Street extended and 

Maryland Drive. Ms. DeLorenzo will be investigating on extending the work to Lincoln 
Avenue to actually do a full reconstruction project pending funding. 

• We will be doing a concrete patch on the corner of Peabody Drive and First Street 
where the asphalt meets the concrete. 

• We will be doing some joint sealing and spray injection throughout various areas of the 
campus. 

• We are also going to do some asphalt patching and mill and overlay on Gerty Drive 
near the Credit Union. 

• We are looking at what we can do about College Court. We did a major concrete 
patch in 2014 and the places we were not able to get to, the edges of them, are now 
suffering from the same deterioration. 

• We are doing a lighting project for street and pedestrian improvement on Kirby 
Avenue between First Street and Fourth Street. 

• We are holding a Public Forum Open House on April 27 for the Campus Landscape 
Master Plan. The Plan should be finalized by this coming fall. 

• The Walkability Audit will be finalized by fall. We are completing some data collection 
now. 

• The installation of the Eco counters that count pedestrian and bicyclists is ongoing. 
There are currently two installed. We are installing a set at Armory Avenue and Sixth 
Street and a set at Green Street and Goodwin Avenue. We are also purchasing another 
set for a location to be determined. 

• We are working on our TDM and Bike Plan Annual Update. 
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• The marathon will occur April 28 – April 30. 
• The Fourth of July activities will be going on except there will not be any live 

entertainment present. 
7. Village of Mahomet – Ellen Hedrick 

Not present 
8. CC Regional Planning Commission – Rita Morocoima-Black 

• CUUATS staff submitted three State Planning and Research grant applications in March 
to IDOT. The first one was for the Lincoln Avenue Corridor Study between Green Street 
and Florida Avenue. The second grant was to develop a Regional Transportation 
System Vulnerability Assessment for the whole Champaign County. The third one was 
to upgrade and expand the CUUATS modeling suite for the purpose of our next Long 
Range Transportation Plan. The grants will be announced on June 30. 

• Yesterday IDOT announced the opening of the highway safety improvement plan (HSIP) 
grant application. They are due on June 17, 2022. Funding will be for projects to be 
initiated in fiscal year 2024 and selected projects will be announced on September 5, 
2022. I want to remind the agencies that CUUATS staff can help you prepare those 
grant applications. 

• The staff is working on conducting the annual MCORE counts for the purpose of 
reporting to Federal Highway. With all the rain going on, staff is hoping we can 
complete the count by the end of April. We have been struggling with getting the 
cameras installed for the period that we need with good weather. 

• We continue to work on several other projects: The Land Use Inventory and Land Use 
Model for the Champaign-Urbana area, and hopefully, we can get that project done by 
the end of this year. We are also on the final phases of completing the Florida Avenue 
Corridor Study. 

9. IDOT District 5 – Scott Neihart 
• We are anticipating a final inspection this spring for the University Avenue project, 

waiting for the sod to take and watering to be completed. 
• The construction on I-74 over the CN Railroad and Market Street bridges resumes and 

we anticipate completion this fall. 
• The I-57/I-74 interchange project is ongoing with occasional ramp closures. Progress 

has been slow due to the weather this winter. The final contract has been submitted for 
letting and published in the April letting. 
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10. IDOT Central Office – Tom Caldwell/Robert Innis 
• Mr. Caldwell commented on the Highway Safety Improvement Program and the CUUATS 

staff will help with your applications if you have them. 
• Mr. Caldwell introduced Bob Innis as the new MPO Manager for CUUATS. 
• Mr. Innis commented that the State is working on an update to our State Freight Plan, 

so we are not only going to do a freight plan for the entire state, but we are also 
doing one for every IDOT district in Illinois. Every district will have their own freight 
plan, so the process is going on right now with freight forums and other public events.  

• As far as the SPR projects, over 50 applications were received. We have approximately 
$10 million for that program. The total was around $18 million for all those projects. 
There should be a decision in June. 

11. FHWA – Betsy Tracy 
No report. 

VIII. Announcements 
Ms. Morocoima-Black thanked Mr. Caldwell for all the support that he has provided to us over the 
last 10 years or more with the CUUATS staff. 

IX. Audience Participation 
None 

X. Adjournment 
With no further business before the CUUATS Policy Committee, Mayor Marlin adjourned the 
meeting at 11:05 a.m. 
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