
A LOOK BACK AT AN EVENTFUL 2021 AND 55 YEARS OF IMPACT

2 0 2 1
C E L E B R A T I N G

55
Y E A R S



Celebrating 55 Years of Service to 
Champaign County and Beyond

December 2021 marked the Champaign 
County Regional Planning Commission’s 
official 55th anniversary, when our agency first 
began promoting, planning, and facilitating 
improvements to the health, safety, welfare, 
education, economic conditions, environment, 
and development within our region. We are 
proud of our many achievements over the past 
five-and-a-half decades and look forward to 
continuing to develop collaborative strategies 
to improve the quality of life and economic 
vitality of the communities we serve.

As an intergovernmental membership 
organization, the RPC provides a variety 
of programming in the areas of regional; 
environmental and transportation planning; 
economic, community, and workforce 
development; social services; early childhood 
education; and technical assistance in East 
Central Illinois. The RPC is a multi-faceted 
government agency, administering over 100 
federal and state grants and contracts annually.

Throughout our history, we have been 
cultivating partnerships and alliances that 
range from the federal government to local 
boards, councils, and committees. We work 
collaboratively with stakeholders to address 
community issues, create and advance 
comprehensive plans and strategies, and 
provide quality services to the citizens we serve.

While we celebrate our many 
accomplishments, the RPC also looks to the 
future. We continue seeking new opportunities 
to expand and impact our community beyond 
the current measures of success. As we explore 
these opportunities, our work may take shape 
in new and exciting ways, beyond what has 
been the norm in terms of our service area and 
approach to programming. We approach the 
future with innovative practices and solutions 
that will enable us to better serve community 
needs and support sustainability for future 
growth, contextualized in our tagline of 
PEOPLE. POSSIBILITIES.



The History of the Champaign 
County Regional Planning 
Commission

Over the past five-and-a-half decades, the RPC has evolved to 
address changing community needs through the development of 
novel initiatives and strategic partnerships. Here is a look at some of 
the key moments in our history.
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• The RPC was officially created on December 1, 1966.

• With just five employees, the agency’s administrative offices 
were originally located in Champaign County’s former Bennett 
Street Building, with the cartography offices found in the 
basement of the Courthouse Annex.

• Upon its creation, the RPC was the planning, zoning, and 
subdivision agency for Champaign County and the cities of 
Champaign and Urbana.

• The Commission initiated the U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Comprehensive Planning Program for the 
Champaign County region.

1966 – 1970
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1970 – 1980

• In 1970, RPC offices consolidated and moved to the Empire 
Building on Elm Street in Urbana. Staff grew to 12.

• After being awarded federal HUD 701 planning funds, the RPC 
adopted the first Elements of the 701 plans in 1972. Elements 
were Land Use, Water and Sewer, Transportation, Human 
Resources, Open Space, and Housing. The process of developing 
a comprehensive plan for Champaign County continued 
through 1973.

• The 701 Land Use Element became the basis of the County 
Zoning project in 1973, culminating in the adoption of County 
Zoning.

• In 1974, the RPC was designated as a Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO). This designation made us a federally 
mandated and federally funded transportation policy-making 
organization made up of representatives from local government 
and governmental transportation authorities.

• The Champaign Urbana Urbanized Area Transportation Study 
(CUUATS) was established from the MPO designation.

• From 1974 to 1976, based upon the Human Resources Element, 
the RPC administered the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Program (CETA) for Champaign, Piatt, Ford, and 
Iroquois Counties. CETA utilized public service employment 
funds for small construction and maintenance projects. Out of 
this original effort, the local Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 
was organized and funded.

• In 1974, the RPC was designated as the U. S. Bicentennial 
agency. Based upon the Open Space Element, the initial 
Boneyard Creek plan was developed and adopted by 
Champaign, Urbana, and the University of Illinois.

• In 1977, Based upon the Housing Element, the RPC prepared 
the Model Landlord Tenant Ordinance in 1977, leading to the 
creation of the C-U Tenant Union.

• Also based upon the Housing Element, the RPC developed 
its Community Development Program area in 1978 and wrote 
and developed Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
plans for Champaign, Urbana, and Rantoul while operating the 
CDBG program for Champaign County. This was the our first 
major federal grant award with annual funding of more than 
$3 million per year for low-income housing rehabilitation, public 
infrastructure, and economic development. Funds were spent 
in housing rehabilitation, water and sewer projects, and street 
paving for the communities of Carroll Addition, Penfield, and 
Seymour. This expanded initiative serving low-income residents 
provided the opening for the RPC to begin delivering social 
services on a broader scale.
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• During the era of New Federalism, legislation enacted during 
this period shifted the responsibility of many social programs 
from the federal government to the states. This shift primarily 
affected health care, cash assistance and other income benefits, 
family structure, childcare, immigration, and long-term care.

• Now with a staff of 20, the RPC moved to the former Webber 
School in Urbana and converted four classrooms into cubicles.

• In 1981, as our reputation for successfully developing grant 
proposals and funding grew, staff administered a variety of 
housing and water/sewer grants throughout a 16-county region 
in Central Illinois, stretching from Kankakee to Interstate 64, 
from the Indiana line to the Illinois River.

• After being awarded federal funding, the RPC capitalized the 
Community Development Assistance Program (CDAP) revolving 
loan fund in 1983.

• Also in 1983, the East Central Illinois Police Training project was 
transferred to the RPC, letting us absorb the Police Training and 

Criminal Justice Planning aspects of the East Central Illinois 
Criminal Justice Commission.

• The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) program grew 
out of the New Federalism legislation. Monies for social service 
programs came as block grants from the Federal government 
to the state level.

• In 1984, based upon the Human Resources Element, the 
RPC became the designated Community Action Agency for 
Champaign County, enhancing our ability to successfully secure 
additional federal and state funding for low-income, at-risk 
individuals.

• The RPC and its staff of 25 moved to the County’s old TB 
Sanatorium on north Cunningham Avenue in 1984.

• Community Action funds increased in the late 1980’s, allowing a 
dramatic expansion of direct service programming within the RPC.

1980 – 1990 
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1990 – 2000

• The RPC successfully secured initial funding to organize the 
Champaign County Community Development Corporation in 
1991. This multi-bank CDC promotes small business start-up and 
commercial expansion and associated job creation by providing 
debt and equity financing.

• Due to funding restrictions, we became the administrative 
agency for several existing programs like Senior Services 
programming, the Daycare Network, and the County Zoning 
office.

• We institutionalized our first multi-county program in 1991 
when the Independent Service Coordination/PSAR program, 
serving developmentally disabled persons, was incorporated 
into the RPC.

• In 1994, the RPC secured funding for our largest program, Head 
Start (now the Early Childhood Education Division), which 
provides comprehensive child development services to at-risk 
preschool children. Later, in 1997, the RPC secured Early Head 
Start grant funding to serve infants and toddlers.

• RPC offices moved to their current home inside the Brookens 
Administrative Center at 1776 E. Washington Avenue in Urbana 
in 1994, while staff grew to approximately 140.
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• The RPC secured funding to start-up the Champaign County 
Geographic Information System (GIS) Consortium in 2002. The GIS 
Consortium was formed to secure the benefits of data collection 
and analysis on a countywide scale and to apportion the cost of 
implementation, maintenance, and data acquisition. Champaign 
County was designated at the lead member of the Consortium, 
with the RPC being subsequently appointed as the administrator 
and fiscal agent of the program.

• In 2005, the County Planning and Zoning Department, which 
was part of the RPC, became the Zoning and Enforcement 
Department.

• The State awarded the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
(LIHEAP) and Weatherization grants to the RPC in 2005.

• The RPC formed a six-county Economic Development District in 
2006 after securing federal funding.

• During this decade, CUUATS emerged as a national model 
for multi-modal transportation planning, resulting in multiple 
national awards and national staff recognition.

• Enrollment expanded to include 435 Head Start and 141 infants, 
toddlers, and pregnant women in Early Head Start. The RPC also 
established two new center-based sites and became a national 
model for community collaboration and partnerships.

• This decade also saw the RPC expand services to the homeless, 
youth, and families, while initiating the court diversion project in 
Champaign County.

2000 – 2010
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2010 – 2016

• The RPC became the employer of record and fiscal agent for the 
Summer Youth Employment Program.

• The State awarded over $2 million in Workforce Development 
funding to the RPC for expanded services to adults, youth, and 
dislocated workers in our region.

• The Youth Assessment Center was established and funded 
through the public safety sales tax.

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture provided funding to help 
the RPC capitalize on an Intermediary Revolving Loan Fund. 
This funding gave small communities the ability to execute 
public infrastructure projects.

• The RPC led the Continuum of Care initiative and developed a 
Centralized Intake model for homeless services.

• By 2015, all Head Start sites achieved National Association for 
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation.

• The RPC released its first mobile app in 2016, as CUUATS staff 
developed BikeMoves Illinois, an open-source smartphone 
application used to collect bicycle route date in Champaign 
County.
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• In 2017, the RPC successfully secured Preschool for All Expansion 
grant funding to provide enhanced early childhood services, 
resulting in additional service provision to over 107 children and 
families in a new nine-classroom learning facility in Urbana.

• On June 1, 2017, Dr. Dalitso Sulamoyo became the first African 
American Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the RPC after 
spending 16 years as President/CEO of the Illinois Association of 
Community Action Agencies.

• CUUATS brought home its fourth national award in 12 years 
in 2017, winning Outstanding Overall Achievement for a Non-
TMA MPO from the Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations for its Sidewalk Network Inventory and 
Assessment.

• In 2018, the RPC received federal funding to conduct a planning 
study of a proposed extension of the Kickapoo Rail Trail. The 
RPC also wrote the funding request that was approved via the 
Illinois Department of Transportation.

• The RPC’s Youth Assessment Center moved into a new 
location in 2018, taking over a space at 2011 Round Barn Road 
in Champaign identified by the Champaign County State’s 
Attorney, who also helped secure a donation to defray rental 
costs.

• CUUATS was one of only four agencies from around the country 
chosen by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 2018 
to provide critical data for a project looking at air quality and 
greenhouse gas emissions caused by transportation.

• In early 2019, the Illinois Head Start Association’s Innovative 
Bright Practices project honored the RPC’s Early Childhood 
Education program for using innovative and creative strategies, 
specifically the RPC’s creation of the Social Skills and Prevention 
Coach role.

• In a partnership between the RPC, the City of Champaign, 
and Ameren Illinois, a safety and energy efficiency program 
designed to benefit homeowners and single-family renters 
(called SLEEP) came to Champaign’s Garden Hills community.

• The RPC’s Early Childhood Education program expanded its 
Early Head Start services to dozens more children and families 
in the Champaign County area due to additional federal and 
non-federal funding awarded to the organization in 2019.

2017 – Present
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• The RPC won a 2019 Achievement Award from the National 
Association of Counties for a program focused on helping area 
residents with intellectual/developmental disabilities.

• Expansion of the RPC’s Independent Service Coordination 
program in July 2019 brought program coverage to 13 counties 
in Illinois and 22 new staff members to the agency.

• September 2019 saw the RPC open a new office for its 
Workforce Development program in Douglas County, located at 
401 S. Main Street in Tuscola.

• For the first time since the RPC began administering the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
in Champaign County, customers were able to make their 
appointments online in 2019 thanks to a web-based application.

• Launched in late 2019, researchers, journalists, agencies, and 
even members of the public were given an easy way to find 
important data about Champaign County and the surrounding 
area through the Champaign County Regional Data Portal, a 
listing of open datasets hosted and maintained by the RPC.

• November 2019 marked the opening of the RPC’s fifth Early 
Childhood Education Center, a 14-classroom facility in west 
Champaign at 103 S. Country Fair Drive.

• The RPC was instrumental in the first wave of funds being 
distributed from the Champaign County COVID-19 Relief 
Fund in March 2020, helping area residents who lost wages or 
employment due to the pandemic stay in their homes.

• Through the COVID-19 Relief Program, the RPC helped hundreds 
of Champaign County households hit hard financially by the 
pandemic, while assisting local businesses through CDBG 
Downstate Small Business Stabilization Grants and COVID-19 
Emergency Assistance Program Layoff Aversion Grants.

• The Early Childhood Education program was named the 2020 
winner of the Vanessa Rich Innovation and Leadership Program 
Award by the Illinois Head Start Association, an award honoring 
a program that strengthens the drive for innovation and 
ingenuity in other Head Start programs throughout the state.

• With the RPC’s assistance, Champaign County earned funding 
from the Illinois Department of Transportation in 2020 for 
highway safety improvement along a dangerous section of the 
Philo Slab.

• In late 2020, the RPC’s Early Childhood Education program 
became one of only 18 Head Start programs in the state to 
receive funding to be part of a new initiative called Parent 
Cafés—engaging, reflective discussions hosted by parents, for 
parents.

• Through its Emergency Rent Assistance program that started 
in early 2021, the RPC helped renters in Champaign County by 
providing funds to cover past-due rent and other past-due bills 
like power, water, and sewer during the COVID-19 pandemic.

• Jennifer Feeney, a Pre-Kindergarten teacher in the RPC’s Early 
Childhood Education program, was named the 2021 Teacher of 
the Year by the Illinois Head Start Association, the first member 
of our program to ever win the honor.

• In September 2021, the RPC opened a new office for LIHEAP 
appointments at 2009 Round Barn Road in Champaign, giving 
Champaign residents a more convenient way to attend their 
appointments. 

• The RPC currently has a staff of approximately 355 full-time 
employees, an annual budget of $33.5 million, 14 locations, and 
over 30,000 clients accessing services in any given year.
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January

RPC’s LIHEAP Program Recognized as 
One of the State’s Best

The RPC’s Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) was recognized as one of the best in Illinois. 
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity reported that the RPC had the highest intake 
rate for LIHEAP applications of any agency in the state, while 
being among the leaders in conversion rate—converting 

those applications into applications with benefits. RPC 
staff applied a combination of approaches to be able to 
reach many families and individuals who had not sought 
assistance in the past so that they could get the help 
they desperately needed during a challenging moment 
in American history. Through Help for Illinois Families 
programs alone, the RPC provided more than $3 million 
in LIHEAP assistance to 5,319 households in Champaign 
County through December 31, 2020.

Donation from 
Illinois-Based 
Foundation Allows 
Early Childhood 
Education Program 
to Further Help 
Families in Need

A generous donation to the RPC’s Early Childhood 
Education program helped the RPC provide car seats, 
thermometers, and winter weather gear to hundreds of 

Here’s a Look Back at Some of the Events 
that Def ined an Eventful 2021 for the RPC
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locally by the Champaign 
County Continuum of 
Services Providers to the 
Homeless (CSPH), of which 
the RPC is a member, 
the Point-in-Time survey 
allows homeless service 
providers to track progress 
made towards ending 
homelessness in the 
community. Unlike many 
Continuums across the 
country, Champaign 

County CSPH notably expanded their services instead of reducing 
them. Since the onset of COVID-19, the CSPH has seen rapid growth 
by adding six new members since July 2020, bringing the number 
of organizations involved to 35.

February

Funding Provided by 
U.S. Department of the 
Treasury Allows RPC 
to Provide Crucial Help 
to Champaign County 
Renters

The COVID-19 pandemic made 
life difficult for people across the 
country, especially renters who 
were unable to work, experienced 

reduced hours, or lost their jobs. Through its new Emergency 
Rent Assistance program, however, the RPC was able to help 

Champaign County families with children enrolled in the program. 
The John H. and Ann G. Rhodes Foundation, based in Elk Grove, 
Illinois, pledged $5,000 in hopes of helping East Central Illinois 
families in need. Established in 2008, The Rhodes Foundation is a 
private foundation with a specific goal to assist children and young 
adults in their educational and extracurricular endeavors. One of 
its primary missions is to help those needing additional funding 
to further their travels and educational experiences. Recently, 
the Foundation expanded its mission to include supporting 
organizations that provide extracurricular activities for children.

Early Childhood 
Education Center 
Receives Grant for New 
Classroom Supplies

Two teachers at the Champaign 
Early Childhood Education Center, 
Shelby Kilpatrick and Melissa 
Beauvois, both applied for a grant 
through the Illinois Retired Teachers 
Foundation and both received 
checks for $750 for new classroom 
supplies. They purchased a new 

kitchen play set and toys that focus on math, science, and fine 
motor skills for the infants and toddlers.

Annual Count of Homeless in Champaign 
County Ensures Crucial Services Continue for 
the Community’s Most Vulnerable Citizens

After a year heavily impacted by a once-in-a-century pandemic, an 
annual count of people experiencing homelessness in Champaign 
County took place on Thursday, January 28. Mandated by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development and organized 
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March

RPC CEO Dalitso Sulamoyo Speaks at Event 
Honoring the Signing of the Education and 
Workforce Equity Act

During an event at Parkland College on March 10 celebrating the 
signing of the Education and Workforce Equity Act (HB 2170), RPC 
CEO Dalitso Sulamoyo was invited to share his thoughts on its 
impact on Early Childhood Education since the RPC administers 
Head Start and Early Head Start in Champaign County. The bill 
strengthens the state’s priorities in delivering high-quality learning 
from cradle to career and includes a heightened equity focus 
on communities that have been disproportionately impacted 
by longstanding disinvestment. Other featured speakers at the 
event included Governor Pritzker, Lieutenant Governor Juliana 
Stratton, Senate Majority Leader Kimberly Lightford, House 
Majority Conference Chairperson Carol Ammons from Urbana, and 
University of Illinois Chancellor Robert Jones.

renters in Champaign County by providing funds to cover past-
due rent and other past-due bills like power, water, and sewer. 
“I’m excited that the RPC was provided this opportunity to work 
directly with our community to bring much-needed relief to the 
renters and landlords in Champaign County,” said Lisa Benson, 
the RPC’s Community Services Director. “The RPC’s Emergency 
Rent Assistance program offered housing stability to thousands of 
households.”

RPC Hosts Event Concerning COVID-19 
Vaccines

The RPC’s Cultural Competency Committee hosted a Zoom event in 
early February to address fears and trepidation about the COVID-19 
vaccine among Black and Brown communities, considering some 
of the troubling history of vaccine distribution in America. The panel 
was made up of a diverse group of experts, area pastors, community 
leaders, and medical professionals. and was moderated by Christy 
Martin from the Early Childhood Education program.
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a survey of clients revealed that the hard work was appreciated. 
Responses to the survey showed that over 86% of clients served 
were very satisfied with the services they received, and more than 
98% felt that those services were provided in a respectful manner.

April

RPC Analyzes Survey Data Showing 
Champaign County with the Second-Largest 
Population Growth Among the 102 Counties in 
Illinois

The RPC analyzed American Community Survey (ACS) estimates 
that showed Champaign County as one of only nine counties 
among the 102 counties in the state of Illinois to see an increase 
in population between 2010 and 2019. The population data came 
from the U.S. Census Bureau’s ACS five-year estimates, which 
were released in December 2020. The RPC analyzed the estimates 
to provide a look at how the population of Champaign County is 

RPC Early Childhood 
Education Teacher 
Honored as Teacher of 
the Year by Illinois Head 
Start Association

A teacher with the RPC’s Early 
Childhood Education program was 
named the 2021 Teacher of the Year 
by the Illinois Head Start Association 
(IHSA). Jennifer Feeney, a Pre-K 

teacher at the RPC’s Early Childhood Education Center in Urbana, 
accepted the award in March during the IHSA’s Virtual Annual 
Conference, becoming the first member of the program to ever 
be honored as Teacher of the Year. The Teacher of the Year Award 
recognizes all individuals involved in the education components of a 
Head Start/Early Head Start program. The successful candidate was 
required to be a current employee of a Head Start/Early Head Start 
program in Illinois serving as a classroom lead teacher, associate 
teacher, home visitor, or instructional mentor, while also being in the 
role for five or more years.

RPC Earns High 
Marks from Clients 
of Emergency Rent 
Assistance Program

In-person appointments for the 
RPC’s Emergency Rent Assistance 
program started up in late 
February, with the RPC helping 
renters in Champaign County by 
providing funds to cover past-due 

rent and other past-due bills like power, water, and sewer. Staff were 
working day and night to complete hundreds of appointments, and 
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May

CSBG Scholarship Helps 
One Winner Focus on a 
Bright Future

A special group of students from 
Champaign County received a boost 
to their post-secondary study. The 
RPC’s Community Action Board 
awarded eight individuals with 
Community Services Block Grant 
(CSBG) Scholarships to help defray 
the cost of their education. One of this 

year’s winners was excited for the scholarship to relieve some of the 
stress of loans and college debt for her and her family. University 
of Illinois student Jael Lugano Lokango is now a sophomore who 
hopes to gain admittance into the Gies College of Business. “With 
this scholarship, my family of eight, which includes two full-time 
students, will worry less because of this financial aid,” Jael said. The 
RPC administers the program with funds awarded from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Community Affairs.

Donation Makes for a 
Happier Mother’s Day at 
Emergency Shelter

It was a special Mother’s Day for 
guests at the RPC’s Emergency Shelter 
for Families (ESF). Heartland Bank 
and Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
donated County Market gift cards and 
diapers—the $20 gift cards helped 

changing. The RPC continued monitoring updated population data 
as new estimates became available in 2021, including the results of 
the 2020 Census.

Rantoul Early Childhood Education Center 
Receives ExceleRate Illinois Bronze Circle of 
Quality Designation

The RPC’s Early Childhood Education Center in Rantoul, home to 
the village’s Head Start and Early Head Start programs, received 
the Bronze Circle of Quality designation from ExceleRate Illinois, 
the state’s new quality recognition and improvement system for 
early learning and development providers. “Providing quality in 
early learning and development will help our children in Rantoul be 
better prepared for success in school and in life,” said Erin Ragsdale, 
the Rantoul Early Childhood Education Center’s site manager. 
ExceleRate Illinois helps families make more informed choices 
about their children’s early learning, while establishing standards 
to help infants, toddlers, and preschoolers develop intellectually, 
physically, socially, and emotionally.
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July

RPC Expands Services and Resources for 
Residents Throughout East Central Illinois

The RPC’s Community Services division remained committed 
to meeting the ever-changing needs of Champaign County 
by providing enhanced services and resources for residents of 
Champaign County. The division filled two leadership positions 
and created two others in support of program expansion and 
staff development. These changes included Katie Harmon as new 
Community Services Assistant Director, Jessica McCann as new 
Program Manager II, Laurie Britt as the RPC’s new Justice Diversion 
Program Coordinator, and Angela Yost as new ISC Program 
Manager.

each guest purchase something they needed, such as eight-piece 
chicken meals perfect for a family. “One of our participants was ill 
and had to remain in her unit, but I was able to get the chicken 
meal for her family with the gift card and deliver it to her door,” said 
Jessica McCann, the RPC’s former Emergency Homeless Services 
Coordinator. “Having this hot meal brought joy to her children when 
she was not feeling well enough to cook.”

RPC Urges Community Vaccination

As part of the Champaign County vaccination campaign, MTD 
buses in Champaign and Urbana featured community leaders 
encouraging people to get vaccinated against COVID-19. This 
campaign included RPC CEO Dalitso Sulamoyo.
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Weatherization services provided by the RPC are comprehensive 
and include insulating walls, floors, perimeters, and attics; furnace 
work, including replacing existing low-efficiency furnaces or 
cleaning and tuning higher-efficiency furnaces; and air sealing.

September

RPC Opens New Office in Champaign for 
LIHEAP Appointments

On September 1, the RPC opened a new office for LIHEAP 
appointments in Champaign, giving clients the option of attending 

New Assistant Director 
Brings Over 25 Years 
Total Experience in Early 
Childhood Education to 
Position with the RPC

Christy Martin was named the new 
Assistant Director for the RPC’s 
award-winning Early Childhood 
Education program, a new position 
created to support the program’s 

growth, availability of services, and increased staffing needs. Prior 
to starting in the position, she spent 14 years with the RPC serving 
the Early Childhood Education program in a variety of positions, 
including teacher aide, teacher, assistant site manager, Child 
Development Specialist, and Child Development Services Manager. 
As Early Childhood Assistant Director, she works collaboratively with 
Director Brandi Granse to assure Head Start Performance Standards 
are met each day. Martin also ensures program compliance with 
laws, policies, and standards for clients, students, and staff.

August

RPC’s Weatherization Program Prioritizes 
Homes Occupied by the Elderly, the Disabled, 
and Children Five and Under 

Thanks to a new state-devised ranking system, the RPC’s 
Weatherization program is seeking to bring added safety and 
energy efficiency to no less than 100 income-eligible Champaign 
County households in the next two years. The program featured 
a 60-day application period and prioritized homes occupied 
by the elderly, the disabled, and children ages five and under. 
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their appointment there or at the RPC’s main office in Urbana. This 
new office, located at 2009 Round Barn Road, is in the same office 
complex as the RPC’s Youth Assessment Center. “We were very 
excited about the opening of a second office in Champaign, which 
makes appointments more convenient for Champaign residents,” 
said Dawn Rear, the RPC’s LIHEAP Program Manager

Champaign Man Fulfills Dream of Becoming 
a Firefighter with Help from the RPC’s 
Workforce Development Program

A Champaign man fulfilled his dream of becoming a firefighter 
thanks in part to help from the RPC’s Workforce Development 
program. Joseph Wilson completed a program called Adult 
Explorers, in which the Champaign Fire Department teamed 
with the RPC to increase diversity within the City of Champaign’s 
entry-level firefighter pool of applicants. Wilson reached the top 
of the list and is now officially a firefighter. Adult Explorers was 
originally facilitated by Dorval Norwood with the Champaign Fire 
Department. Its goal was to increase diversity on the firefighter 
eligibility list. The four-month program conducted in 2018 and 

again in 2020 required 100% attendance and participants who 
successfully completed it were awarded preference points toward 
the firefighter’s eligibility list.

RPC CEO Dalitso Sulamoyo Elected as 
New Chair of National Community Action 
Partnership

CEO Dalitso Sulamoyo was elected as Chair of the National 
Community Action Partnership (NCAP), the largest anti-poverty 
network in the country. The Partnership is a national, nonprofit 
membership organization that provides technical assistance, 
training, and other resources to over 1,000 Community Action 
Agencies around the country like the RPC, as well as nonprofit and 
public groups funded by the Community Services Block Grant. 
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October

RPC’s New Energy 
Efficiency Program 
Manager Seeks to 
Increase the Energy 
Efficiency Impact in 
Champaign County

As energy efficiency 
becomes a bigger focus 
throughout the country, 
the RPC welcomed an 
experienced energy 
professional to lead the 
RPC’s efforts to expand the 
impact of energy efficiency 
in Champaign County. Peter 
Pasholk joined the RPC 
as new Energy Efficiency 
Program Manager after 
spending several years 
working as an energy 
auditor for buildings in the 
residential, commercial, 
and federal sectors across 
the country. In this new 

position, he is responsible for advancing energy efficiency efforts 
in Champaign County, including lighting, solar, HVAC systems, and 
commercial and residential building energy technologies. He also 
ensures that the evaluation, implementation, and verification of 
energy efficiency projects are successfully executed.

Dalitso presides as Chairperson at all meetings of the Board of 
Directors and at all meetings of the general membership. “During 
these unprecedented times of the pandemic compounded with 
glaring issues of social and civil injustice, we need Community 
Action to continue being the beacon of hope for many of those who 
are marginalized by society and living in poverty,” he said.

Savoy Early Childhood Education Center 
Receives ExceleRate Illinois Gold Circle of 
Quality Designation

The RPC’s Early Childhood Education Center in Savoy, home to 
the village’s Head Start and Early Head Start programs, received 
the Gold Circle of Quality designation from ExceleRate Illinois, the 
state’s new quality recognition and improvement system for early 
learning and development providers. “Every early learning and 
development provider who participates in ExceleRate Illinois makes 
quality a priority,” says Cynthia L. Tate Ph.D., Executive Director, 
Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development. “The higher the 
designation, the higher the program’s demonstrated quality and 
comprehensiveness in meeting children’s early learning needs.”
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the RPC’s performance and compliance in the areas of financial 
and management systems, program services and procedures, the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and community and family 
engagement. “On September 20, our program received a positive 
review report from the Office of Head Start,” revealed Brandi 
Granse, Early Childhood Division Director. “The report indicated 
that there were no concerns, non-compliances, or deficiencies. I am 
so proud of the hard work, dedication, and services we provide to 
children and families within our community. We have a wonderful 
program.”

RPC Helps Organize Walk to School Day Event

The RPC and MTD organized the 17th annual Champaign-Urbana 
Walk ‘n’ Roll to School Day on Wednesday, October 6. RPC staff 
joined Urbana Mayor Diane Marlin, City of Urbana staff, University 
of Illinois athletes, and other greeters at Dr. Williams School in 
Urbana, where the Mayor read the International Walk to School Day 
proclamation.

RPC Representatives 
Participate in Illinois 
Manufacturing Month 
Event

In honor of Illinois Manufacturing 
Month in October, the Iroquois 
Economic Development 
Association and the Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
recognized Incobrasa Industries, located in Gilman, as being one 
of the premier manufacturers in the state. Incobrasa’s owner 
and management met with government leaders to discuss 
manufacturing and economic and workforce development. Present 
were representatives from the Iroquois County Board, the City of 
Gilman, Senator Jason Barickman’s office, Parkland College, Illinois 
DCEO, and Dr. Justin Arnold (RPC Workforce Development Director) 
and Rosa Rivera (RPC Employer Services Specialist) from the RPC’s 
Workforce Development division.

Early Childhood 
Education 
Program Earns 
High Marks 
from Federal 
Monitoring 
Review

A federal monitoring 
review of the RPC’s 
Early Childhood 

Education program confirmed some of the great work being 
done on behalf of families and children in Champaign County. 
The Focus Area 1 Review, completed virtually in July, focused on 
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A Look Back at the Year in the
Emergency Rent Assistance Program

In January 2021, the RPC became aware of an opportunity to 
administer an Emergency Rent Assistance (ERA) program 
specific to Champaign County for people directly impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Along with participating in discussions 
and meetings with the Illinois Housing Development Authority, 
who would be administering a state-wide program and was 
advocating to administer funds available to counties in the state-
wide effort, the RPC also consulted with local county officials, 
social service providers, and other local stakeholders to discuss the 
needs specific to Champaign County.

Based on these meetings and consultations, it was determined 
that providing a local county ERA program would be most 
beneficial to Champaign County. Thanks to a long history of 
providing rent assistance, established relationships with local 
landlords, and the ability to have a program that would offer utility 
assistance and the opportunity for in-person applications, the 
RPC’s Champaign County-specific program was supported.

The RPC grant was executed in January 2021 and staff 
immediately began working on program design. Local 
community providers, stakeholders, and former rent assistance 
clients were consulted and involved in the planning. The first 
client intake was completed on February 19. Over the course of 
the program, the RPC staff have made program adjustments 
to continually improve the program efficiency and ease for 
applicants. Approaches taken included:

• Establishing a call center to schedule appointments; at the 
end of first quarter in March 2021, 12.62% of ERA-1 direct client 
assistance funding had been spent and/or obligated.

• Completing the scheduled application intake appointments 
and reviewing the files and processing assistance payments; 
at the end of the second quarter in June 2021, 43.39% of 
ERA-1 direct client assistance funding had been spent and/or 
obligated during the quarter; cumulative percentage spent 
and/or obligated was 56.01%.

• In July 2021, the program launched a refined approach to the 
application and intake process, which increased program efficiency; 
the program also added other eligible housing assistance costs 
and increased the financial assistance limits. At the end of the third 
quarter in September 2021, 26.48% of ERA-1 direct client assistance 
funding had been spent and/or obligated during the quarter; 
cumulative percentage spent and/or obligated was 82.49%.

• At the end of the fourth quarter in December 2021, 99% of ERA-1 
direct client assistance funding had been spent and/or obligated.

The year also saw the RPC awarded additional funding (ERA-
2). Utilization of ERA-2 funding started November 2021 and will 
continue into 2022. Overall in 2021, the RPC obligated more than 
$7.1 million in direct housing assistance payments for Champaign 
County renters. This is over 80% of the funding that the RPC has 
been provided to support housing assistance payments to renters 
in Champaign County. Here’s an overview of how the program 
has positively impacted Champaign County.
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Category of Assistance ERA 1 Funds Spent

Rent Payments $4,702,855.95

Utility Payments (Heating) $635,094.42

Utility Payments (Water/Sewer) $19,406.27

Utility Payments (Water Only) $207,854.57

Utility Payments (Sewer Only) $51,819.77

Total Spent $5,617,030.98

1,862 Unduplicated Households Served

Status of Direct Assistance Funds
September 13, 2021

Rent and Utility Arrears Payments

Urbana
36%

Rantoul
12%

Champaign
48%

1% 1% 2%

Urbana Rantoul Champaign Savoy Mahomet Other

Assistance Amounts Provided by City/Town

Urbana
36%

Rantoul
12%

Champaign
48%

1% 1% 2%

Urbana Rantoul Champaign Savoy Mahomet Other

Service Cost by Zip Code



Household Characteristics

Single Person 50%

Two Adults NO children 2%

Single Parent Female 37%

Single Parent Male 2%

Two Parent Household 4%

Other (Multi-Gen, Non related
Adult w/ Children, Not

reported) 5%

Single Person
Two Adults NO children
Single Parent Female
Single Parent Male
Two Parent Household
Other (Multi-Gen, Non related Adult w/ Children, Not reported)
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Age 18-24
20%

Age 25-44
55%

Age 45-54
13%

Over age 55
12%

18-24

25-44

45-54

over 55

Age Household Members

Age 18-24
20%

Age 25-44
55%

Age 45-54
13%

Over age 55
12%

18-24

25-44

45-54

over 55

Race

88%

11%

1%

UP TO 50%
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL

51% TO 150%
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL

151% TO 200%
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL

Income - % of Federal Poverty Level

Income by Family Size - % of Federal Poverty Level

Family 
Size

50% of Poverty 
Maximum 

Annual Income

150% of Poverty 
Maximum 

Annual Income

200%of Poverty 
Maximum 

Annual Income

1 $6,380 $19,140 $25,520

2 $8,620 $25,860 $34,480

3 $10,860 $32,580 $43,440

4 $13,100 $39,330 $52,400

5 $15,340 $46,020 $61,360

6 $17,580 $52,740 $70,320

7 $19,820 $59,460 $79,280

8 $22,060 $66,180 $88,240
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